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Introduction 
 

The Search for Direction 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve been searching for a sense of direction — for 

something or someone to tell me who I was and where I was supposed to go. 

I looked for it in jobs, in relationships, in mentors, in college degrees, in cities. I’ve 

changed careers, homes, and sometimes entire identities, trying to find that one 

version of me that would finally feel like home. Every new start felt like it might be 

the one — the job that would finally make sense, the place that would finally fit, the 

version of me that would finally stay. 

But every time I thought I’d found it, something inside me would quietly rebel. The 

clarity I’d felt at first would fade into restlessness. I’d start feeling like a stranger in 

my own life again — like I was wearing clothes that didn’t quite fit. 

For years, I interpreted that restlessness as failure. I thought I was inconsistent, 

unreliable, or too sensitive. I tried harder — chasing the version of myself that I 

thought I was supposed to be. I read the books, followed the routines, and set goals 

that looked beautiful on paper but never felt alive in my body. 

And no matter what I achieved, something always felt off — like I was performing a 

life instead of living it. 

 

THE HUMAN DESIGN DECONDITIONING EXPERIMENT | 2 
 © 2025 Nicole Gelormini | Human Design Psychologist 



 

All the Knowledge, But Still Searching 

Before I found Human Design, I spent years studying human behavior and learning 

in more traditional ways. I was a special education teacher for a decade — helping 

children navigate systems that often didn’t know how to see them clearly. Later, as 

a psychologist, educational consultant, and coach, I worked with adults and 

children who were often quietly asking the same question: “Is it safe to be who I 

am?” 

Even with all that knowledge and education, even with years of understanding why 

people think and act the way they do — I couldn’t quite answer that question for 

myself. I understood identity from the outside in, but not from the inside out. 

Finding Human Design 

When I found Human Design, I wasn’t looking for another system. I was tired of 

systems. I’d been through every personality framework and self-improvement 

model out there, and while they gave me language for my experiences and the 

experiences of others, they also gave me more ways to judge myself. 

I didn’t need another mirror to reflect my potential; I needed a map back to who I 

already was. 

That’s what Human Design gave me — not instant clarity, but relief. 

When I first pulled up my chart, I saw the words Manifesting Generator, Emotional 

Authority, 3/5 Profile, open G Center. I didn’t quite know what all of it meant yet, 

but something in me exhaled. There was a quiet recognition — a sense that this 
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wasn’t here to tell me who to become, but to help me understand why I’d been 

struggling to hold onto an identity that was never mine to hold. 

Seeing Myself Clearly for the First Time 

Learning that I had an open G Center explained so much of my life — the constant 

shapeshifting depending on who I was with, the moves, the way I could fall in love 

with a place or a person so completely and then, suddenly, feel the pull to move on. 

It explained why I could feel so certain and so lost at the same time. 

None of these things were flaws; they were part of my design. I’m not meant to have 

a fixed sense of who I am or where I’m going. My identity is fluid — it shifts and 

takes shape through the people I meet, the places I live, and the environments I 

move through. My direction in life doesn’t come from a single, unchanging purpose. 

It reveals itself through resonance in the moment — or through what feels right, 

alive, and true for me in each moment. 

I wasn’t meant to find my purpose and hold onto it forever. Rather, my purpose 

finds me, as I listen to my body’s cues, follow what feels resonant, and trust that 

clarity will reveal itself when I’m in the right place, with the right people, at the 

right time. 

From Knowing to Living 

That realization was the first step toward my own deconditioning experiment — but 

it wasn’t the full transformation. Because even once I understood the different 

elements of my Human Design chart, I still found myself reacting to pressure, 

overcommitting, second-guessing, and trying to get it all “right.” 
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That’s when I realized that knowing your design is not the same as living it. 

Human Design doesn’t begin to work just because you understand the information 

about it. It begins to work when you start to decondition — when you slowly release 

the layers of survival strategies, people-pleasing, and external pressures that have 

been steering your energy away from its natural rhythm. 

You can’t think your way into alignment. You have to experiment your way there. 

The Power of Experimentation 

And that word — experiment — changed everything for me. 

When I stopped treating Human Design like a system to master and started treating 

it like an experiment to live, everything shifted. 

I no longer needed to prove that I understood it. I could just stay curious. I could 

watch myself with compassion, like a scientist observing an unfolding process: 

“What happens when I follow my Strategy here instead of reacting the way I 

always react?”​

 “What changes when I wait for emotional clarity instead of rushing for mental 

certainty?”​

 “What do I notice when I rest instead of forcing myself to complete one more 

task?” 

Questions like these became the heartbeat of my deconditioning journey. 
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Curiosity Over Control 

As a 3/5 Profile, I’ve always learned through trial and error — experimentation is 

built into my nature. Every so-called “mistake” I thought I made was really just data, 

feedback from life showing me what worked and what didn’t. 

I began to understand that deconditioning wasn’t something to achieve. It was 

something to witness in myself. And it didn’t require control. It only required my 

willingness to be curious. 

Each time I caught myself overcommitting to something but chose to pause 

instead, I was deconditioning. Each time I listened to my gut rather than my guilt, I 

was deconditioning. Each time I rested without explaining why, I was 

deconditioning. 

It wasn’t about achieving perfection. It was about becoming more present with 

myself. 

That’s the essence of this book. 

The Essence of This Book 

This isn’t a manual or a method. It’s an invitation into your own deconditioning 

experiment — to observe how your energy moves, how your body communicates its 

truth, and how your life reorganizes itself when you stop trying to manage it 

through your mind. 

Deconditioning isn’t a sprint to the finish line; it’s a lifelong rhythm of awareness 

and return. It’s the moments you notice yourself drifting into old patterns and, 

 

THE HUMAN DESIGN DECONDITIONING EXPERIMENT | 6 
 © 2025 Nicole Gelormini | Human Design Psychologist 



 

instead of judging it, you smile — because you noticed. That moment of noticing is 

the shift. 

If you treat deconditioning as a performance or something to master, it will exhaust 

you. But if you treat it as an experiment, it can free you. 

You Are the Experiment 

Your Human Design experiment will not look like anyone else’s. It’s not supposed to. 

Your Human Design chart is like a fingerprint of your consciousness — unique, 

intricate, and entirely yours. Someone else’s formula will never fit your flow. That’s 

what makes this process so personal, and so sacred. 

You also can’t fail this experiment. The moment you start trying to “get it right,” 

you’ve left the experiment.  

So let’s begin here from that place — not of pressure, but of permission. 

Permission to be curious.​

Permission to be wrong sometimes.​

Permission to try again.​

Permission to let your body lead. 

As you move through this book, I invite you to hold one simple mindset above all 

else: You are the experiment. 

Let everything that you read here be an invitation, not a rule.​

Let your body be your feedback loop. 
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Let your so-called “mistakes” be information, not evidence of failure.​

And let curiosity be the bridge that carries you from understanding to embodiment. 

Deconditioning is the lifelong experiment of remembering that your energy already 

knows what to do — if only you’ll let it lead. 

The Bridge Between Psychology and Energy 

You’ve probably noticed by now that this isn’t a traditional Human Design book. It’s 

not written to give you more information — it’s written to give you experience. 

Before I began teaching and writing about Human Design, I spent years studying 

human behavior, relationships, and learning in classrooms, counseling, and 

coaching sessions. Those years taught me something simple but profound: insight 

alone doesn’t create change — embodiment does. 

You can know everything about yourself on paper and still feel disconnected from 

who you are in practice. Real freedom begins when your body gets a voice in the 

conversation. 

That’s what Human Design offered me — a bridge between what I understood 

intellectually and what I’d always sensed intuitively. It gave me language for what it 

feels like to move in harmony with my own energy, instead of trying to force life to 

take a certain shape. 

This book was born on that bridge — where psychology meets energy, where 

knowledge meets embodiment, and where curiosity becomes the tool for 

transformation. 

My hope is that these pages meet you exactly where you are: curious, imperfect, 
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and ready to meet your own experiment. You don’t need to rush. You don’t need to 

get it right. You just need to stay present — with your body, your energy, and your 

own unfolding truth. 

Welcome to your own Human Design deconditioning experiment.​

Welcome home to yourself.  
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Before You Begin: Get Your Human Design 
Chart 

 

In this book, we will be talking about different aspects of the Human Design chart 

and BodyGraph: Type, Strategy, Authority, Profile, defined/undefined Centers, 

Gates, etc. If you want to see what your unique chart says about you in these areas, 

you can get your free chart below. All you’ll need is your birth date, time, and 

location. 

👉 Get your free Human Design chart here: 

https://www.hdpsychologist.com/free-human-design-chart  
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Chapter 1: 
What Is Conditioning in Human Design?  

(and How to Recognize When It’s Running 
the Show) 

 

For most of my life, I believed that if I could just find the right version of myself, 

everything would finally make sense. The right career. The right partner. The right 

way to show up in the world. 

I’ve spent a lifetime feeling the energy of other people’s identities, directions, and 

desires moving through me. I can walk into a room and instantly sense what is 

needed — who to be, how to act, how to make everyone feel comfortable. 

For years, I thought that was my gift. And it was — until it wasn’t. 

Over time, that adaptability became confusion. I could feel everyone else’s identity 

so clearly that I started to lose sight of who I actually was. 

When I found Human Design, I thought, Finally — the map that explains everything. 

It gave me words for what I had always felt but couldn’t name. But even after I 

started following my Type, Strategy, and Authority, I noticed something strange. 

As a Manifesting Generator, I would follow my Strategy by waiting to respond. As 

someone with Emotional Authority, I would wait for my emotional waves to settle 

into calm and clarity before making decisions. And still, things didn’t always flow. I 

still found myself forcing things, fixing things, and trying to prove myself — over 

and over again. 
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That’s when I realized: Even when you understand your Human Design chart, 

conditioning might still be running the show. 

What Conditioning Really Means in Human Design 

Conditioning isn’t bad. It’s not your enemy. In Human Design, conditioning happens 

when you absorb the energy of others and begin mistaking it for your own. It’s a 

natural part of being human. It’s how you learned to adapt, belong, and survive in a 

world that doesn’t always know how to hold differences or sensitivity. 

As a psychologist, teacher, and coach, I’ve seen this pattern over and over again. 

The child who learns to overachieve to earn approval. The adult who overgives to 

feel safe in love. The client who struggles to feel safe in calm relationships, because 

they once learned that conflict and intensity were signs of closeness. Each of these 

is a form of conditioning—a brilliant survival strategy that once served a purpose 

but eventually starts to limit the self.  

Over time, those adaptive energies begin to solidify. They shape your decisions, 

your habits, even your sense of identity. You start thinking from other people’s 

minds, feeling from their emotions, and acting from their expectations until that 

borrowed energy becomes so familiar it feels like home. Conditioning is learned 

survival. It’s your body’s way of keeping you safe by aligning with what earns you 

approval, success, or love. 

At first, that adaptation works. It protects you. But eventually, it pulls you away 

from your natural rhythm. And when that happens, even the most sincere Human 

Design practice can start to feel like another set of rules to follow. 

What Conditioning Looks Like in Real Life 
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Conditioning often shows up in the smallest, most ordinary moments. You agree to 

something you don’t want to do because you don’t want to disappoint. You push 

through exhaustion because stopping feels like failure. You override a Sacral “no” 

with logic. You wait for permission to act on what you already know is true. It might 

sound like: 

Don’t rest—you’ll fall behind.​

Say yes—they might not ask again.​

Don’t speak up—you’ll make things feel awkward. 

But those thoughts are just echoes of your environment—the sound of your nervous 

system repeating what it learned to keep you safe. 

Conditioning is what makes you keep trying to prove yourself when you’re already 

enough. It’s why you can know your Strategy and still not trust it, and know your 

Authority but still second-guess it. 

Where Conditioning Comes From 

Conditioning starts early. As children, we learn what earns love and what threatens 

it. We notice which parts of ourselves are celebrated and which are silenced. We 

adapt to stay connected. It’s genius, really—a perfect human survival mechanism. 

But the same strategies that once kept us safe as children often limit us as adults. 

The mind still believes, I have to hold it all together. I can’t let anyone down. I need to 

know who I am before I act. Your energy learns these lessons too. Every time you 

override your inner truth to please others or protect yourself, your body records it 

as safety. Eventually, that becomes your normal. 
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This is why conditioning can be so difficult to recognize. It feels like you. It sounds 

like you. It is you—until you notice that it isn’t. 

How Conditioning Gets Wired into the Body 

Conditioning isn’t only energetic—it’s physiological. Each time you override your 

truth to stay safe, your nervous system learns that self-abandonment equals safety. 

That’s why you sometimes hear yourself say yes before your mind even catches up. 

That’s not weakness. It’s wiring. 

But what’s learned can also be unlearned. Each time you pause before 

reacting—each breath, each moment of noticing—you begin to rewrite the old 

patterns. You teach your body that safety and authenticity can coexist. 

How Conditioning Shows Up Through Your Centers 

Your open or undefined Centers (usually white or uncolored in your Human Design 

BodyGraph) are often where conditioning can leave its deepest imprint, but this 

isn’t the only place in your chart where conditioning shows up. Your 

open/undefined Centers act as amplifiers—they take in, reflect, and magnify 

energy. That’s what gives you empathy and awareness. But when you begin to 

identify with what you absorb, that borrowed energy can start shaping your 

choices. 

If you have an undefined Root Center, you might feel constant pressure to rush or 

catch up, absorbing collective stress and mistaking it for your own. You may feel 

hurried even when nothing is urgent.  
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If you have an undefined Heart or Ego Center, you may push, achieve, or 

overpromise to prove your worth. You might think that love is only earned through 

effort.  

If you have an undefined G Center, you might seek love or direction through 

others. You might cling to roles, places, or relationships that make you feel stable 

because the world taught you that consistency equals safety.  

If you have an undefined Head and/or Ajna Center, you might overanalyze 

everything, amplifying collective thinking and turning curiosity into endless 

questioning.  

Conditioning always shows up as pressure—to decide, to please, to prove, to fix, to 

rush.  

How to Recognize When Conditioning Is Running the Show 

Conditioning doesn’t always feel dramatic. Most of the time, it feels ordinary. You’ll 

know it’s in charge when you say yes while your body says no, when you feel behind 

for no clear reason, when you try to overanalyze your way through a decision, when 

you push through fatigue to feel valuable, when you compare your pace to someone 

else’s, or when you stay quiet to keep the peace. 

The Not-Self Theme: The Body’s Dashboard Light 

Each Human Design Type has a Not-Self theme — an emotional signal that lights up 

whenever you’ve drifted away from your natural alignment. Think of it as your 

body’s dashboard light. It’s not there to punish or shame you; but it is there to tell 

you, “Something’s off. Slow down. Check in with yourself.” 
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These emotions are not failures. They’re feedback — real-time guidance showing 

you that conditioning has taken the wheel. Let’s look at how each one speaks: 

Generators feel frustration when they push forward in life instead of responding. 

This can arise when you try to make life happen instead of allowing life to invite you 

in. Frustration is your body saying, “I’m using my energy in the wrong way.”  

Manifesting Generators feel both frustration and anger. Frustration can show up 

when you rush or force things; anger can show up when others try to slow you 

down or control you. These emotions are reminders to return to your own rhythm.  

Projectors feel bitterness when their insight goes unrecognized or when they give 

guidance without being invited. Bitterness is your signal that you’re offering your 

energy where it isn’t yet ready to be received. This isn’t rejection; rather, it’s 

information about timing.  

Manifestors feel anger when their autonomy is blocked or misunderstood. This 

emotion can surface when you’re interrupted mid-creation or expected to explain 

yourself before you’re ready. Anger simply means your freedom to initiate has hit 

resistance.  

Reflectors feel disappointment when their environment or community no longer 

reflects their truth. This isn’t failure — it’s sensitivity at work. Disappointment is 

your invitation to step back, recalibrate, and seek environments that nourish and 

expand you.  

These emotions are your allies, not your enemies. They are how your body keeps 

you honest. And when you can meet these signals with curiosity (“What is this 
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feeling trying to show me?”) instead of criticism, they can become some of your 

greatest teachers.  

A Practice for Catching Conditioning in Real Time 

When you notice conditioning taking over, try this simple practice: First, pause to 

interrupt the loop. Then, breathe to bring awareness into your body. Next, ask 

yourself, What would my Strategy and Authority do right now? Then choose the 

simplest, most honest action available, even if it’s uncomfortable. Each act of 

self-trust rewires the pattern. 

Conclusion 

The moment you recognize your conditioning, you’ve already taken the first step in 

deconditioning. Awareness interrupts the automatic patterns you keep returning 

to. 

Deconditioning is the practice of noticing when you’ve drifted from yourself—and 

choosing, again and again, to come back. The work isn’t to control your 

conditioning; it’s to meet it with awareness, curiosity, and compassion. 

But once you begin to notice these patterns, a new question often arises: How do I 

know what’s really me—and what’s actually conditioning? That question becomes 

especially important when you’re faced with choices in your daily life. 

In the next chapter, we’ll explore how to tell the difference — how to recognize 

when a decision is truly yours, and when it’s shaped by old conditioning patterns. 
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Chapter 2: 
How to Tell If a Decision is Aligned or 

Conditioned 

You’ve probably heard it before: “Make the aligned decision.” “Only say yes if it’s 

aligned.” “Take aligned action.” 

And sure, this all sounds empowering — but when you’re standing in front of a real 

decision that impacts your work, relationships, or wellbeing, what does alignment 

actually mean? How can you tell the difference between a choice that’s true for you 

and one that’s driven by fear, pressure, or old conditioning? 

In this chapter, we’ll translate the idea of “alignment” from something abstract and 

spiritual into something tangible and embodied — something you can actually feel 

in real time. Because your Human Design deconditioning experiment isn’t just 

about knowing your chart; it’s about learning to recognize your truth in the 

moment that decisions are being  made. 

What Does Alignment Actually Mean? 

Alignment isn't a mood or a gut feeling you force yourself to find. It's not about 

doing what's trendy or "high vibe." True alignment when making a choice or 

decision occurs when your body, energy, values, and timing are in agreement, even 

if the decision you’re making stretches you outside your comfort zone. 

When you're in alignment with a choice or decision, you don't have to explain 

yourself or get permission from anyone. You just know, with a deep sense of inner 
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certainty. There's a feeling of relief. You feel at home in the decision. Your body 

feels clear, even if your mind is still catching up. You feel grounded in your own 

truth, not beholden to someone else's expectations. There's no compulsion to 

over-explain yourself or anxiously seek validation from others. Energetically, you 

feel either calmly centered or enthusiastically energized - never frantic or frozen. 

In contrast, a conditioned decision may come with a sense of pressure to do what 

looks "right" in the eyes of others. You may feel fear around disappointing people or 

not living up to their image of you. Your mind may get caught in loops of 

overthinking, anxiety, or manufactured urgency. And beneath it all is a quiet 

knowing that by saying yes, you're abandoning yourself in some way. 

Tangible Ways to Tell If a Decision Is Aligned 

1.​ It Feels Like Relief 

A decision arising from conditioning will often come with thoughts like: 

"I should say yes to this." 

"This is what they expect from me." 

"I don't want to let them down." 

There's an element of performance to it, of molding yourself to be palatable to 

other people, impressive, or liked by others. You're acting in a way that earns 

approval rather than honors your truth. 

An aligned decision, on the other hand, feels like your nervous system exhaling. Not 

because it's easy or without challenges, but because it's fully yours. It may stretch 

you, but it doesn't betray you. 
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Ask yourself: Would I still choose this if no one ever knew I did it? If the answer is an 

unequivocal yes, that's a sign you're in alignment, not seeking external validation. 

2.​ It Comes from Your Authority, Not Your Anxiety 

In Human Design, your Authority is your innate, body-based inner compass for 

decision-making. It's your Sacral gut response, your emotional clarity, your splenic 

intuitive whisper, etc. It's not your mind or your conditioned fears. 

Aligned decisions arise from a place of inner stillness. They may not make logical 

sense, but they feel solid and grounded in your body. The rightness of the decision 

is felt on a visceral level beneath the mental chatter. 

Conditioned decisions, in contrast, often come from a very mind-based, anxious 

place characterized by looping thoughts, a sense of urgency, constant 

second-guessing, and the desire to people-please. Your body will often feel tight, 

tense, or on edge. When faced with a decision, it can be helpful to bring your 

awareness to whether your choice is coming from relaxed inner knowing or a sense 

of pressure or striving. 

3.​ It Reflects Who You Are Now - Not Who You Think You’re Supposed to Be 

Many of us have been socialized from a young age to contort ourselves to fit the 

mold of the good one, the fixer, the overachiever, or the one who "can handle it all." 

We're taught to say yes out of habit, to put others' needs first, to view our worth 

through the lens of accomplishment and selfless service. Saying no becomes an 

option only when it feels utterly safe and doesn't ruffle anyone's feathers. 
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But true alignment is about making decisions from the place of who you're 

becoming, not defaulting to who you were conditioned to be. It's about honoring 

your current season of growth, needs, and values. 

So when you're faced with a choice, take a moment to check-in: Am I choosing this 

from my present-moment values, or from an outdated identity that I've outgrown? 

Does this decision feel true to the person I'm evolving into? 

Conclusion 

Aligned decisions aren’t always shiny or Instagram-worthy. They might disappoint 

people who are used to you bending to their needs and expectations. Things may 

feel messy as you rewire old patterns and start showing up differently. Your most 

aligned path might look nothing like the plan you once imagined for your life. 

But while the conditioned path leads to burnout and quiet self-abandonment, your 

aligned path will always guide you back home to yourself. That homecoming — that 

reclamation of your inner authority — is the most powerful thing you can trust as 

you navigate your yeses, your nos, and your not-right-nows. Because in the end, 

alignment isn’t about perfection; it’s about devotion — a steady allegiance to the 

truth of who you are. 

Still, knowing how to make aligned decisions is only the beginning. Actually living 

them — consistently, compassionately, and without force — requires something 

deeper: deconditioning. 

Deconditioning is what bridges the space between understanding your design and 

embodying it. It’s the process that turns awareness into lived wisdom — not 

through effort, but through the gentle release of everything that isn’t truly you. 
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In the next chapter, we’ll explore what the deconditioning process really means — 

why it matters, how it unfolds, and what it looks like to begin your own 

deconditioning journey in real time. 
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Chapter 3: 
What Deconditioning in Human Design 

Really Means, Why It Matters, and How to 
Begin 

There’s a moment that almost everyone seems to hit somewhere along their Human 

Design journey. You’ve studied your chart, memorized your Strategy and Authority, 

maybe even filled notebooks with notes and reflections. You know exactly how 

you’re “supposed” to live — and yet, your body doesn’t seem to want to cooperate. 

You tell yourself to do things like wait for the invitation, to respond, to wait for 

emotional clarity before taking a leap. But inside, there’s still a hum of pressure — 

the need to prove yourself, to figure things out, to get things right. You might 

notice yourself hesitating before decisions, overriding your instincts, or slipping 

back into old behaviors that no longer feel aligned. 

It can be frustrating because you may think you’re supposed to know better. You 

know what your design says. But something keeps pulling you toward the familiar, 

toward the old patterns that feel safe even when they’re exhausting. 

That’s the moment where awareness meets resistance — and it’s the exact moment 

where deconditioning begins. 

Many people assume that deconditioning means changing yourself — fixing flaws, 

replacing habits, or somehow becoming the “aligned version” of your chart. But 

that’s not quite it. Deconditioning isn’t about becoming anything. It’s more like 

remembering. 
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It’s the process of peeling back everything that isn’t truly you — the energy, 

expectations, and inherited patterns that have shaped how you’ve moved through 

the world — so that what’s left is your natural rhythm. 

The first act of deconditioning is simply noticing it. Not changing it, not fixing it — 

just catching it in real time and realizing, Oh. That’s not exactly me. 

That’s where this work begins. 

What Deconditioning Really Means in Human Design 

Deconditioning in Human Design isn’t only about releasing what’s not yours — it’s 

about making space to live what is. It’s both the clearing and the remembering. The 

letting go and the realignment. 

As you begin this process, you’re not changing who you are — you’re remembering 

who you were before the world told you who to be. Before you learned to suppress 

your timing, silence your instincts, or shrink your natural energy to fit in. Before 

survival strategies hardened into personality traits. 

When you decondition, you start to recognize how much of your energy has been 

organized around what other people expect — their urgency, their fears, their pace. 

As that noise begins to fade, what’s left is you: the true frequency of your Type, the 

wisdom of your Authority, and the natural rhythm that’s always been guiding you 

underneath the static. 

Deconditioning is also how you activate the higher expressions of your chart. Every 

Center, Channel, and Gate in your design carries a full spectrum of potential. When 

conditioning runs the show, those energies get distorted. The mind tries to control 
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what the body already knows, and your chart plays out through its lower 

frequencies: overthinking, pressure, self-doubt, proving, or resistance. 

But as you decondition, those same energies begin to harmonize. Your Centers 

balance, the mind quiets, your emotions settle, your body becomes more grounded. 

The Channels between the Gates in your BodyGraph start flowing more clearly, 

letting insight, creativity, and connection move naturally through you. The Gates in 

your chart that once expressed themselves with fear or defensiveness begin to 

reveal their higher wisdom: curiosity instead of anxiety, initiative instead of control, 

compassion instead of guilt. 

That’s the paradox of deconditioning — the more you release what’s not you, the 

more fully your design can express itself. You stop managing your chart from the 

mind and start living it through the body. And in that shift, alignment stops being a 

concept and becomes a lived reality. 

Deconditioning doesn’t make you more perfect. It makes you more you. It’s the 

process of clearing the interference so your true frequency — your highest 

expression — can finally lead. 

The Seven-Year Process 

In Human Design, deconditioning is often described as a seven-year process, which 

is roughly the amount of time it takes for every cell in the body to completely 

renew itself. But this timeline isn’t meant to be a deadline or a promise of perfection. 

It’s more like a metaphor, a reflection of how real transformation unfolds in both 

the body and the energy system. 
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Deconditioning doesn’t happen all at once. It’s gradual, cyclical, and deeply 

biological.  

The deconditioning process is meant to be less like climbing a ladder and more like 

moving through cycles. Each cycle brings you back to familiar themes, but with 

more awareness, more compassion, and less resistance. Over time, what once felt 

heavy begins to feel clear. The noise fades. And you find yourself resonating more 

closely with your true frequency — the one that’s always been there, quietly waiting 

for you to return. 

The Mechanics Behind Deconditioning (In Simple Terms) 

Every Human Design BodyGraph is a living energy system — a map of how life force 

moves through you. Your Type, Authority, Centers, Channels, Gates, and Profile all 

work together to shape how you take in the world, process it, and express your 

truth. 

When you begin the process of deconditioning, you’re not just working with 

abstract concepts. You’re working with the mechanics of how energy actually 

moves through your body and aura. You’re learning to stop forcing that flow and 

start trusting it again. 

Your Defined Centers 

Your defined Centers in your BodyGraph (usually represented as colored in shapes) 

are where your energy is consistent and steady in its expression; however, under 

the influence of conditioning, they can become rigid. Under the influence of 

conditioning, you may over-identify with the strengths of your defined Centers or 

overuse their traits to prove something. For example, if you have a defined Throat 
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Center, you might feel the need to always over-explain yourself. If you have a 

defined Ego Center, you might overcommit to things to prove your worth. 

Deconditioning your defined Centers isn’t about muting their expression — it’s 

more about relaxing them back to their natural state of effortless expression. 

Your Open Centers 

Your open or undefined Centers (usually represented by white or uncolored shapes 

in your BodyGraph), on the other hand, are where you’re designed to take in, 

amplify, and experience the world. These are your learning portals — the places 

where you gain wisdom through the absorbed energies around you. But when your 

mind clings to the energy that these Centers absorb, the energy gets stuck. You 

might start mistaking borrowed emotions, pressure, or desires as your own, and 

your system begins to organize itself around that borrowed energy. Deconditioning 

is the slow unwinding of those energetic knots. The moment you recognize, Oh, this 

isn’t mine, your body releases it. 

Your Channels and Gates 

The same process can unfold through your Channels and Gates in your BodyGraph. 

When you have a hanging Gate (i.e., a Gate that is in a partially defined Channel), 

that pathway becomes especially sensitive. It’s like an exposed wire picking up 

interference. The energy passing through can become distorted until the body 

learns to differentiate between what’s conditioned or true for you and what’s 

amplified or absorbed from other people. Deconditioning helps to clear up that 

signal. Each Gate also holds a spectrum of expression: from higher to lower 

frequencies of expression based on the theme of the Gate. Through awareness, that 

frequency naturally rises toward its higher potential. 
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Your Profile 

Then, there’s your Profile — the personality layer of your chart that shows how 

you’re designed to move through life and connect with others. Each line of your 

Profile carries both a natural gift and a conditioned version of that gift, shaped by 

how the world responded to you when you were younger. When your natural traits 

were misunderstood or judged, the mind learned to protect them. The curious 1st 

line might hide its questions. The bold 3rd line might fear making mistakes. The 

visible 5th line might overperform to manage projections from other people. 

Deconditioning allows each line to soften back into its authentic rhythm — so your 

curiosity, experimentation, wisdom, and leadership can flow freely. 

Your Aura 

And then there’s your Aura — the field of intelligence that extends from and around 

your body. It’s how you interact with life before you even say or think anything. 

Every aura is alive — constantly exchanging information with the world around it. 

Each Human Design Type has a distinct aura that’s designed to engage with the 

world in its own way:  

Generators and Manifesting Generators have an open and enveloping aura that 

draws life toward them. Your energy naturally pulls experiences, people, and 

opportunities in for you to respond to.  

Projectors have a focused and penetrating aura that sees deeply into others. You’re 

designed to recognize potential and guide energy, not to generate it. Your aura 

gently “locks on” to people and systems, offering insight where it’s invited.  
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Manifestors have a closed and impactful aura that moves energy outward to 

initiate. You’re here to start movements, spark ideas, and get things going. Your 

aura is protective — it creates space for your independence and clarity.  

Reflectors have a sampling and porous aura that mirrors the world around them. 

You take in, taste, and reflect the energies of others — constantly reading the 

environment to sense what’s healthy and what’s not.  

Conditioning happens when you try to use your energy in a way your aura wasn’t 

built for. For example, when you push instead of respond, chase instead of wait, 

prove instead of rest, or rush instead of reflect. 

Bringing It All Back to Deconditioning 

When you look at your chart — your Centers, your Channels, your Gates, your 

Profile, your Aura — what you’re really seeing is the architecture of your 

conditioning and your potential. Every place where energy flows is also a place 

where conditioning can cling. 

Deconditioning is the process of restoring that flow. It’s about clearing everything 

that blocks your design from expressing itself. It’s the quiet reorganization that 

happens inside you each time you stop trying to manage your energy and instead 

allow it to move as it was always meant to. 

Deconditioning Is Not About Erasing Who You Are 

One of the biggest misunderstandings about deconditioning is the idea that it’s 

about stripping away layers until you reach some perfect, “pure” version of your 

design. But deconditioning isn’t purification — it’s integration. You’re not here to 
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erase who you’ve become; you’re here to understand how you got here and to 

decide, moment by moment, what still feels true for you. 

Every adaptation you’ve ever made — every coping mechanism, every learned 

behavior, every mask you wore to stay safe — served a purpose once. It was your 

body’s best attempt at love, safety, or belonging. Deconditioning doesn’t ask you to 

condemn those patterns; it asks you to thank them for getting you here, and then 

to decide whether they still belong in your life. 

You’re not getting rid of your conditioning. You’re reparenting it — transforming old 

survival patterns into embodied wisdom. That overachieving impulse that once won 

you love might evolve into devotion to what truly matters. The people-pleasing that 

once kept you safe might soften into empathy. The control that once protected 

your boundaries might refine into discernment.  

In Human Design, this process unfolds organically as you begin living by your 

Strategy and Authority. Each time you follow your body’s truth rather than your 

mind’s urgency, your energy reorganizes. Every time you pause instead of trying to 

force things to happen, breathe instead of reacting emotionally, rest instead of 

trying to prove yourself, your nervous system receives new evidence: it’s safe to be 

myself here. 

That’s the real work — not trying to become someone new, but learning to stay with 

yourself as the old patterns unwind. Some of them will release easily. Others will 

surface again and again, asking over and over for your patience and compassion. 

Your mind may want to move faster, to “get past this already.” But the body moves at 

the speed of safety, and the speed of safety is always slower than the mind prefers. 
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The deeper truth is this: you’re not deconditioning to become your design. You 

already are your design. You’re simply removing the static that kept you from 

hearing it, feeling it, and seeing it clearly. The more you soften into that 

remembering, the less effort it takes.  

Why Deconditioning Matters (and Why Most People Skip It) 

When most people first discover Human Design, they usually fall in love with the 

details — their Type, Strategy, Authority, Profile, Centers, Gates, and Channels. It’s 

fascinating to see the system reflect you back to yourself, to finally have language 

about yourself for what you’ve always sensed. But somewhere along the way, that 

fascination can quietly turn into another form of conditioning — thinking about 

your design instead of living it. 

You study your chart, memorize the concepts — and yet something still feels off. 

You have the awareness, but you don’t have the embodiment of it yet. The mind 

loves Human Design because it explains what you feel, but the experiment itself 

isn’t lived in the mind. It’s lived in the body — moment by moment, breath by breath, 

choice by choice. 

That’s why deconditioning matters. It’s the bridge between understanding and 

becoming. Awareness alone doesn’t set you free; it only shows you where the work 

begins. You can know your Strategy and still override it to please others. You can 

understand your Authority and still question it every time your mind wants control. 

That’s not failure — it’s simply the point where awareness hasn’t yet dropped into 

the body. 

Deconditioning transforms that awareness into lived wisdom. It’s what allows the 

quiet, powerful shift from “I know this” to “I am this.” It asks for patience, 
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consistency, and compassion — the slow, grounded work that doesn’t give you 

instant gratification or clear milestones.  

This is why so many people resist deconditioning. It feels like nothing’s happening 

at first — no breakthroughs, no visible transformation. The mind craves progress it 

can measure, but the body’s transformation moves in subtler, deeper rhythms. In 

the beginning, it can feel disorienting, like being between identities — no longer 

who you were, but not yet who you’re becoming. 

The Cost of Staying Conditioned 

When you don’t decondition, life can begin to feel like a lot of effort — constant, 

quiet strain. You may wake up feeling like you’re already behind, measuring yourself 

against invisible standards that were never yours to begin with. You may say yes 

when your body says no and then find yourself on the downward slope of burnout. 

You may hold tension throughout your body, confusion in your mind, and 

exhaustion in your bones. 

Emotionally, conditioning can create a disconnect between what you feel and what 

you express. You learn to shape yourself to what feels safe. You force yourself to 

stay calm, capable, and agreeable, while something more honest stirs quietly 

underneath. This dissonance can lead to anxiety, resentment, or numbness, not 

because anything is wrong with you, but because your system is tired of 

pretending. 

In your relationships, conditioning can keep you orbiting around others instead of 

rooted in yourself. You might attract relationships that reinforce old patterns of 

overgiving, try to earn approval from others, and take care of others at the expense 

of taking care of yourself, all because they mirror your learned identity. Boundaries 
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can get blurred. Communication becomes more about management and less about 

deep connection. 

Energetically, conditioning  can block your natural flow. Your design is meant to 

operate with efficiency. But when conditioning is in charge, this can drain your 

energy. You might push when you’re meant to wait, speak when you’re meant to 

listen, and rush when stillness would have brought resolution a whole lot faster. 

Over time, this can create burnout, confusion, and emotional fatigue. 

The true cost of staying conditioned isn’t just misalignment — it’s 

self-abandonment. You begin to live from obligation instead of desire, control 

instead of trust. You forget what it feels like to be guided from within. 

How to Begin the Deconditioning Process 

You don’t have to overhaul your life or disappear into a seven-year retreat to begin 

deconditioning. You just have to start — gently, consciously, and in rhythm with 

yourself. Deconditioning doesn’t happen all at once — it unfolds through small, 

deliberate choices that bring you back into alignment. Below are three foundations 

if you don’t know where to begin: 

1. Anchor Into Your Type, Strategy, and Authority 

Everything begins here. Your Type shows how your energy naturally interacts with 

the world. Your Strategy reveals the path of least resistance — how to move with 

life instead of against it. Your Authority is how your body communicates its truth. 

You don’t need to memorize every element of your Human Design chart. Just start 

small. Make one body-led decision each day and notice what happens. Before you 
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act, pause and ask yourself: Am I taking action from a feeling of pressure, or am I 

responding from my Strategy and Authority? That single question is often enough to 

begin shifting everything. 

2. Start Noticing Your Conditioning 

Start by noticing the patterns that speak the loudest: the pressure to hurry, the 

urge to please others, the need to prove yourself, the compulsion to explain 

yourself. These are not flaws; they’re traces of the conditioning you’ve absorbed 

from the world around you. 

You don’t need to fight these impulses or understand their origin right away. Simply 

notice them as they arise. Name them. Feel where they live in your body. Then 

breathe. 

Awareness of your conditioning loosens the knot. Each time you notice a 

conditioned response without collapsing into it, your energy begins to separate 

from it. The mind will want to analyze, but the body only asks to be witnessed. 

3. Create Simple, Personal Deconditioning Practices 

Deconditioning doesn’t live in theory — it lives in practice. Creating simple, 

personal deconditioning practices for yourself don’t need to be dramatic or 

time-consuming. In fact, the most powerful ones are often the simplest. 

It might look like pausing before you say yes to something, letting silence replace 

the automatic answer that keeps you overcommitted. It might mean checking in 

with your Authority before agreeing to a plan, even when your mind wants to say 
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yes out of habit. It could mean slowing your breath before responding to a person 

or text message that stirs old fear or defensiveness. 

Each time you make a body-led choice — one that honors your Strategy and 

Authority — you’re showing your nervous system that truth and safety can coexist. 

Over time, these small, consistent acts accumulate. The body begins to lead 

without needing permission from the mind. 

That’s when deconditioning becomes less about “doing” and more about being — 

not something you try to maintain, but something that quietly maintains you. 

This is where deconditioning begins — small choices, practiced with awareness. 

In Chapter 5, we’ll explore my full Deconditioning Framework, which builds on these 

foundations and guides you through deeper layers of integration. 

Conclusion 

Deconditioning isn’t meant to be a destination for you to reach; it’s meant to be 

more like a doorway that you step through again and again, the quiet threshold 

between understanding your design and actually living it.  

As you begin loosening the grip of conditioning in your life and letting your body 

lead, your entire relationship with your Human Design chart begins to change. The 

information stops feeling abstract. Your Strategy and Authority stop feeling like 

rules. They begin to move through you as instincts — quiet, reliable guides that 

return you to your natural flow. 

And yet, this is often where many people get stuck. They know their design, follow 

the steps, wait, respond, observe — and still wonder why it isn’t working. That’s 
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because Human Design doesn’t truly begin to work through information alone. It 

begins to work through deconditioning — through the lived, moment-to-moment 

release of everything that’s not you. 
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Chapter 4: 
Why Human Design Doesn’t Work Until You 

Decondition First 
 

Human Design isn’t here to change who you are—it’s here to reveal the truth of who 

you’ve always been, beneath the layers of programming, pressure, and performance. 

But for many people, discovering their chart doesn’t immediately lead to freedom. It 

often brings confusion, frustration, or even shame. You might find yourself 

following your Strategy, waiting for invitations, responding, or observing your 

emotions—and still wondering why it feels like nothing is working. 

The truth is, Human Design doesn’t start working until you begin to decondition. 

Your chart is accurate, but it can’t function properly if it’s filtered through an old 

identity shaped by survival patterns, people-pleasing, or fear. 

In this chapter, we’ll explore three core reasons why Human Design often feels 

misaligned when you haven’t deconditioned first,  and what each one really means 

for your journey. 

1. You’re Interpreting Your Chart Through the Lens of Your 
Conditioning 

Human Design is a map of who you are beneath the layers of learned behavior, 

social roles, and survival mechanisms. But if you try to interpret that map while still 

wearing the glasses of conditioning, everything looks distorted, where you only see 

the person you had to become to survive. 
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Most of us approach Human Design from the place our conditioning was formed: 

the mind. We learn our chart, set intentions, and make rules. But Human Design 

doesn’t ask you to construct a new identity; it asks you to remember your identity 

that exists beneath all of the noise. 

When survival patterns are still running the show — such as perfectionism, 

people-pleasing, or hyper-vigilance — your chart can quietly become another set of 

rules to follow. The system that was meant to free you just turns into a subtler 

self-improvement cage.  

For example, a Projector may understand that they are designed to “wait for the 

invitation,” yet if their worth still feels tied to proving their value, their push for 

recognition will override this timing. A Generator may know they are designed to 

“respond,” yet if they believe underneath it all that being productive keeps them 

safe, they will initiate from pressure rather than joy. In both cases, the old operating 

system still runs the show. 

Deconditioning can help dismantle that hidden structure. As you release patterns 

built around constructs such as thinking that you must remain productive to be 

loved or safe, then your Strategy and Authority stop feeling like another 

performance and begin to register as relief.  

2. You’re Outsourcing Your Authority 

Every Human Design chart points you back to your Authority—the inner 

intelligence that has been speaking all along. But it can’t lead if you keep handing 

over your power to other people’s opinions, to logic that is detached from your 

body, or to timelines you borrowed from someone else. 
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Outsourcing your authority is a common outcome of conditioning. You may get a 

clear Sacral yes and still ask three friends to confirm it. You may sense a Splenic no 

and override it because it doesn’t make sense. You may feel an emotional wave and 

rush a decision because waiting feels unbearable. None of this means there’s 

something wrong with you; it means you were taught that following the external 

world is safer than your internal one. 

Deconditioning rebuilds trust from the inside out. Each time you act from your 

Authority—even in small ways—you show your nervous system that it is safe to 

listen to it. When you stop outsourcing your authority, your energy stops feeling so 

scattered. Your body becomes more of a compass, and life begins responding to 

your frequency rather than your fear.  

3. You’re Trying to “Use” Your Design Instead of Becoming It 

One of the biggest misconceptions about Human Design is that it’s something to 

“use,” much like a set of rules, strategies, and checklists. That mindset alone keeps 

you trapped in mental control, the very opposite of what your design is trying to 

teach you. 

When you try to “use” Human Design, you intellectualize it. You try to manage it. 

You try to think your way into it instead of feeling your way into it. 

You might find yourself saying things like: 

“I’m a Generator, so I need to feel lit up all the time.” 

“I’m a 6/2 Profile, so I’m meant to be a role model.” 

“I’m a Reflector, so I have to wait 28 days before deciding.” 
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There’s nothing wrong with understanding these concepts—but when you treat 

them as rigid rules, they lose their meaning. Human Design isn’t a set of commands. 

It’s a living, breathing reflection of your energy. 

When you decondition, you stop approaching your chart from the mind’s obsession 

with control. You stop asking, “How do I do this right?” and start asking, “What does 

this feel like in my body?” 

You don’t learn to be a Generator by studying “responding”; you learn by noticing 

what lights you up and allowing yourself to follow it. 

You don’t master your Emotional Authority by memorizing its mechanics; you 

master it by giving yourself permission to feel without rushing to act. 

You don’t live as a Projector by waiting perfectly for recognition; you live as one by 

resting deeply, honoring your insight, and trusting that recognition from other 

people will always meet you authentically. 

What Changes When You Decondition First 

When you decondition first, Human Design stops being something you study and 

starts becoming something you live. Your chart shifts from theories that live in your 

mind to rhythms that live in your body. You stop forcing things as much and begin 

spending more time in your authentic flow. Invitations, responses, and clarity arrive 

because your system is quiet enough to receive them.  

You recognize conditioning as it rises, not with judgment, but with awareness. The 

pause between reaction and response widens. You can course correct in real time, 

with compassion rather than shame. Most importantly, you begin to trust yourself 
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more. You trust your Strategy and Authority, not because someone told you to, but 

because you have felt the cost of ignoring them and the relief of honoring them. 

That trust becomes the foundation of freedom. 

Deconditioning turns your Human Design chart from just ideas into lived truth. 

Conclusion 

Once you understand why Human Design doesn’t work until you decondition, the 

next question is how. How do you begin releasing what isn’t yours—without turning 

the process into another mental project or self-improvement task? Deconditioning 

was never meant to be complicated.  

In the next chapter, we’ll walk through my deconditioning process step-by-step and 

how to decondition without overwhelm or overthinking.  
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Chapter 5: 
How to Decondition in Human Design 

Without Overwhelm or Overthinking (My 
Step-by-Step Deconditioning Framework) 

 

Before we jump into my step-by-step framework for deconditioning, I want to be 

honest about why I created one in the first place, and why you might not even need 

a deconditioning framework at all. 

When I first began experimenting with Human Design, deconditioning felt like 

trying to grab smoke. I understood the ideas, but my daily life was messy, 

emotional, and unpredictable. I’d spend hours journaling, studying my chart, or 

trying to “get it right,” only to end up more in my head than in my body. Many 

clients have told me the same thing: I know what deconditioning is…but how do I 

actually do it? 

The A.L.I.V.E. framework for deconditoning is my answer—not as a formula, but as a 

rhythm. I created it after guiding other people through the process of moving from 

awareness of their Human Design chart to embodying it. This framework is 

designed to make something invisible feel more tangible. And it’s not about using it 

for control; it’s about using it for orientation, to help you recognize where you are 

in your own deconditioning process.  

But here’s the truth: you really don’t need a step-by-step framework to decondition. 

Some people naturally flow with their Strategy and Authority. They learn through 

observation and body awareness, guided by their own timing. If that’s you, trust it. 

 

THE HUMAN DESIGN DECONDITIONING EXPERIMENT | 42 
 © 2025 Nicole Gelormini | Human Design Psychologist 



 

This also isn’t meant to be a new set of rules; it’s scaffolding for when the mind 

needs structure while the body learns to lean into greater trust. 

The following five steps of my A.L.I.V.E. deconditioning framework are also here to 

support you, not limit you. They can give you something solid to lean on — a path 

you can walk at your own pace, and in your own way. 

Step 1: Anchor Into Your Type, Strategy, and Authority 

Every single part of Human Design comes back to three things: your Type, your 

Strategy, and your Authority. These are the foundation of everything. If you focused 

on nothing else but these three things, you’d still begin to decondition naturally. 

They aren’t lofty spiritual ideas — they’re the mechanics of how your energy 

actually works.  

Your Type shows how your energy wants to move. Your Strategy keeps you in the 

right relationship with your natural timing. Your authority is your body’s way of 

revealing your truth when life presents something to you. 

When you honor these three, you stop trying to manage your life through your 

mind and start allowing your true energy to lead. 

Your Type and Strategy: How Your Energy Naturally Moves and Engages with 

Life 

Your Type is the rhythm of your energy — how you’re designed to interact with the 

world. Each Type has its own pace, its own frequency, and its own way of relating to 

life. When you try to operate outside of that rhythm, friction can appear. When you 

move with it, flow naturally unfolds. 
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Your Strategy is how that rhythm engages with life — how you meet what’s correct 

for you in timing and energy. When you follow your Strategy, you stop trying to 

make things happen and start letting things happen through you. 

Let’s explore how that might look for each Type: 

Generators and Manifesting Generators thrive when they respond to life as it 

comes toward them — not by pushing or forcing things, but by noticing what 

naturally sparks their energy and what doesn’t. Life lights you up first — your body 

recognizes truth before your mind can explain it. Your work is to notice what 

excites you and what drains you, where you say “yes” to what lights you up and 

where you say “no” to what drains you. 

Projectors thrive when they’re recognized and invited into the right spaces by 

other people. You’re not here to chase attention or prove your worth. Your gift is 

seeing deeply into situations and people — and when others recognize that 

naturally, your energy flows easily. For Projectors, recognition doesn’t only happen 

at the beginning of something new; it also matters inside the spaces and 

relationships you’re already in. If you’re in a job, a partnership, or a friendship, your 

energy will feel open and alive when the people around you genuinely see and value 

your insight. When that recognition is missing, your energy can feel drained or 

unseen — even if nothing is “wrong” on the surface. That’s your body’s signal that 

it’s time to step back, rest, or redirect your attention toward where your wisdom is 

wanted. 

Manifestors thrive through initiation. You are here to start things — to follow the 

inner urges that rise from within you and move energy into motion. Your creative 

impulses are not random; they are the signals that show you what you’re here to 
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begin. When you act on those urges without waiting for permission, you move in 

alignment with your design. But the key to creating greater ease is to inform others 

before you act. Informing doesn’t mean asking for approval — it simply keeps the 

people around you in the loop so they can relax instead of resist. You were never 

meant to wait for permission — only to move from a place of clarity and peace, not 

pressure or rebellion. 

Reflectors thrive through reflection. You experience life through others, sampling 

different energies and perspectives as you go. That’s how you gain wisdom — by 

tasting the many flavors of life before deciding what’s truly yours. You are deeply 

connected to the cycles of life and nature — especially the rhythm of the moon. 

Your energy doesn’t move at the speed of the world around you; it moves in its own 

natural timing. For Reflectors, clarity often comes slowly and takes time. You’re 

meant to feel things out over a full cycle of the Moon — to see how your perspective 

changes as the days and environments shift. 

When you align with your Type and Strategy, you stop pushing life — and begin to 

dance with it. 

Your Authority: The Compass You Can Trust 

If your Type and Strategy describe how you’re designed to move through life, your 

Authority is how you’re designed to know what’s true for you. It is your body’s 

compass — the inner intelligence that speaks before your mind has time to 

interfere. Where the mind seeks logic, explanation, and certainty, your Authority 

speaks in sensation, rhythm, and timing. It doesn’t argue, it doesn’t justify — it 

simply knows. 
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For those with Emotional Authority, knowing what’s true for you takes time and 

clarity never arrives in the heat of a feeling. It unfolds as your emotional waves rise 

and settle, like the tide returning to calm after a storm. You are not meant to rush 

this process or force an answer. Feel fully, let the emotional water clear, and only 

then decide. Your knowing comes not from impulsivity but from the moment when 

your emotional charges have softened into neutrality. 

If you have Sacral Authority, your body’s response is immediate — a visceral 

“uh-huh” or “uh-uh” that happens before thought. This inner pulse is your truth. It 

lives in the gut, not the mind. The challenge isn’t hearing it or feeling it; it’s trusting 

it enough not to explain or override it.  

Those with Splenic Authority experience truth as an instinctive whisper — a subtle, 

fleeting sensation that often arrives once and doesn’t repeat itself. It might show up 

as a quiet sense of “this feels right,” or a tension that says “no, not this.” The spleen 

speaks softly, and conditioning speaks loudly, so your work is to create the kind of 

internal quiet where you can actually hear it. When you trust this instant 

awareness, you move with a grace and speed that logic can’t replicate. 

If you have Ego Authority, your truth reveals itself through your heart’s desires — 

not through force, but through the authentic pull of what you truly want. This isn’t 

about ego in the superficial sense; it’s about honoring the strength of desires from 

your own heart. Decisions aligned with this Authority feel empowering and clean, 

like your body saying, “Yes, I can and I will.”  

For those with Self-Projected Authority, your truth lives in your voice. You find 

clarity not by thinking silently, but by hearing yourself speak. As words move 

through your throat, your energy organizes itself. You’ll feel resonance when you’re 
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aligned and dissonance when you’re not. This process isn’t about talking for 

reassurance — it’s about expressing out loud what your system already knows. 

When you hear your truth, you recognize it instantly. 

Those with Environmental (or Mental) Authority find clarity through conversation 

and place. You are designed to process by engaging with trusted people and 

environments that feel neutral, safe, and clear. You don’t decide in your head; you 

sense truth through the tone of your surroundings, through what you hear yourself 

say when you’re in a space that feels right.  

If you are a Reflector with Lunar Authority, your process honors time above all. 

Clarity unfolds with the moon’s rhythm — a full 28-day cycle that allows you to 

experience every energetic flavor before settling into what’s correct for you. What 

feels unclear today will naturally become clearer with patience, and what once felt 

certain may dissolve when seen from another phase of the Moon’s cycle. Time itself 

is your teacher. 

When you begin making decisions through your Authority — whatever its form — 

you stop outsourcing your truth to logic, comparison, or consensus. You start 

reclaiming your own timing. You realize that your body has always known what’s 

right for you, long before you learned to doubt it. Deconditioning happens not in 

grand gestures, but in these quiet moments when you choose to trust your inner 

authority over any external noise. 

Step 2: Locate the Conditioning Patterns in Your Chart 

Deconditioning begins with awareness — not action. You can’t release what you 

haven’t yet recognized. Before trying to change anything, start by gently observing 
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where conditioning shows up in your life across your entire Human Design chart. It 

doesn’t live in just one part; it can weave itself through every layer of your chart: 

Defined Centers — Where Conditioning Can Turn Into Rigidity 

Your defined Centers are meant to be your most stable energetic zones — the parts 

of your design that are consistent, self-sourced, and reliable. They are the aspects 

of you that don’t fluctuate; you can always count on these energies to be there. But 

even your strengths can become distorted when conditioning takes over and you 

over-identify with these fixed energies. 

Conditioning in your defined Centers often shows up as rigidity — the need to be 

right, to control outcomes, or to overexpress what already comes naturally. For 

example, someone with a defined Throat Center might feel an almost compulsive 

need to speak, perform, or to be visible in order to feel seen. Someone with a 

defined Heart/Ego Center might overpromise or overwork to constantly prove 

their worth. Someone with a defined Ajna Center might double down on wanting to 

feel certain before making a decision.  

The key to deconditioning these areas is not to silence them but to soften them, 

where you simply let them express themselves with ease instead of effort.  

Open and Undefined Centers — Where Conditioning Takes Root 

Your open or undefined Centers are some of the most receptive places in your 

Human Design chart — the areas of your chart where you absorb, amplify, and 

experience the world through others. They are your empathic channels, where you 

learn, feel, and grow through energetic exchange with the world and other people. 
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Your undefined Centers can teach you adaptability and wisdom in the areas they 

represent, but they’re also where conditioning most easily takes root. 

Over time, if you identify too strongly with the energies you absorb through your 

undefined Centers, that borrowed energy can begin to shape who you think you 

are. Over time, you may chase what isn’t yours to chase, suppress what you are 

meant to express, or confuse other people’s emotions, fears, or urgency as your 

own truth. For example, someone with an undefined Root Center might constantly 

feel rushed, living under the pressure to move faster, do more, and keep up. 

Someone with an open Solar Plexus Center might avoid conflict to preserve 

harmony. Someone with an undefined G Center might shift identities to belong, 

mirroring the energy of whoever is nearby.  

Deconditioning here means remembering that what you feel and amplify isn’t 

necessarily who you are — it’s simply what you’re sensing. You’re not meant to fix or 

resist these fluctuations; you’re meant to witness them. With awareness, your open 

Centers can become great teachers, where you begin to discern what belongs to 

you and what doesn’t, and that discernment transforms sensitivity into strength. 

Channels and Gates — Where Conditioning Becomes Habit 

Conditioning can also thread itself through your Channels and Gates — the 

pathways that carry energy between the Centers. A Channel blends two themes; if 

one end of a Channel is open (where there is a “hanging Gate” or a 

defined/colored-in Gate in a partially defined Channel), that end can become 

especially sensitive to the energy of others, pulling conditioning through the entire 

connection. Hanging Gates attached to undefined Centers can be the most 

sensitive to conditioning. 
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Deconditioning these aspects of your chart isn’t about memorizing every Gate or 

analyzing every line. It’s about noticing what feels repetitive but not true or alive for 

you — the themes related to a Gate where your energy feels like obligation instead 

of flow. That awareness alone can help interrupt the cycle. 

Profile — Where Conditioning Shapes Identity 

Your Profile describes the role you are designed to play in life — how you naturally 

move through the world, learn through experience, and connect with others. Your 

Profile in Human Design will be represented by two line numbers (i.e., 1/3, 3/5, 

etc.). Each Profile line carries both a gift and a shadow: the way it shines when free, 

and the way it hides when conditioned. Over time, when your expression of a line 

has been misunderstood, criticized, or shamed, you learn to try to protect and hide 

yourself in that area. 

For example, a person with line 1 in their Profile might bury themselves in endless 

research to avoid ever being “wrong.” A person with a line 3 in their Profile might 

suppress their own natural instinct for experimentation, choosing safety over 

experience to avoid the sting of failure. A person with a line 5 in their Profile might 

overextend themselves, trying to fix everyone’s problems to earn belonging.  

Type and Authority — When You Stop Listening to Your Design 

Conditioning can also reveal itself when you override or mistrust your Strategy and 

Authority. These are the foundational mechanics of your design — the very way 

your energy moves and decides. When you act from conditioning instead of 

alignment, you’ll feel the Not-Self Theme of your Type rise to the surface more 

often. 
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For example, Generators are designed to feel the Not-Self theme of frustration 

when they push rather than respond. Manifestors are designed to feel the Not-Self 

theme of anger when their autonomy is interrupted. Manifesting Generators are 

designed to feel both — frustration when they force outcomes, anger when they’re 

controlled. Projectors are designed to feel the Not-Self theme of bitterness when 

their wisdom goes unseen or uninvited. Reflectors are designed to feel the Not-Self 

theme of disappointment when their environment no longer reflects their truth. 

These emotions are not punishments; they’re internal signals from your body, 

guiding you back toward alignment. They whisper, you’ve stepped out of your truth. 

Deconditioning, at its heart, is about recognizing these emotional signposts and 

letting them lead you back to your natural rhythm. 

Practice: The Awareness Journal 

Awareness becomes stronger when it’s made visible. One of the simplest yet most 

transformative practices is keeping an Awareness Journal. At the end of each day, 

take just two minutes to reflect. Ask yourself something like, Where today did I 

move from pressure instead of truth? Whose energy was I carrying in that moment? 

Write a single sentence if that’s all you have energy for. You’re not judging, 

analyzing, or correcting anything — you’re simply witnessing. 

This gentle noticing can help to begin to rewire your system. Over time, your 

awareness will start to interrupt the reflex to identify with conditioning. You’ll 

begin catching your conditioning in real time — in a conversation, in a decision, in a 

fleeting emotional wave — and the moment you see it, it starts to dissolve. Every 

time you notice conditioning as it happens, you are already deconditioning. 
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Step 3: Invite Simple, Nourishing Deconditioning Practices That Fit 
Easily Into Your Life 

Once you’ve learned to recognize where conditioning shows up in your life, the 

next step is to meet it — softly, consistently, and without pressure. The goal isn’t to 

overhaul your entire life overnight. It’s to build small, repeatable moments that 

remind your body that it’s safe to live differently. 

The most common mistake people make here is assuming deconditioning has to 

look dramatic or spiritual — like long morning routines, strict meditations, or 

emotional breakthroughs that prove progress. But your body doesn’t need long, 

involved rituals; it needs consistent rhythms that you return to. Change happens 

not through intensity, but through consistency. What rewires the nervous system 

isn’t force; it’s the experience of returning to safety again and again until the body 

finally believes it’s possible to relax. 

Deconditioning isn’t a single action or milestone to achieve — it’s a relationship you 

build with your own energy. Each day becomes another conversation with yourself: 

What feels like me, and what doesn’t? What am I forcing, and what am I allowing? 

The more often you ask those questions, the more familiar authenticity becomes. 

Keep It Simple and Repeatable 

The deconditioning practices that truly transform are the ones you’ll actually do. 

They should be simple enough to fit into your real life, especially on the days when 

you feel messy, tired, emotional, or uninspired. A single honest check-in repeated 

every day is more powerful than a perfect practice you abandon after a week. 
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Try beginning with one or two small anchors that help you reconnect to your body 

before your mind takes over. These aren’t rules; they’re rhythms — micro-rituals 

that reestablish safety and presence. 

For example, in the morning, before you reach for your phone, open your calendar, 

or step into the noise of the day, pause. Place one hand on your chest or belly and 

ask softly, What do I need today — rest, movement, quiet, or connection? Then wait. 

Let your body answer instead of your to-do list. This is a moment of energetic 

orientation — a way of tuning your frequency before the world starts demanding 

things from you. The more you honor the answer that arises, the more your system 

learns that your energy, not external expectations, can lead the day. 

Then, throughout the day, practice pausing before saying “yes” to things or people. 

When someone asks for your time, your energy, or your commitment, take a single 

slow breath before answering. Notice what happens in your body as you consider 

the request. Does your body feel like it expands, or does it contract? That instant of 

awareness is your Strategy and Authority in motion — a sacred micro-moment of 

alignment. It teaches you that you don’t need to think your way into correct 

choices; your body is already communicating them. 

When frustration, anger, bitterness, or disappointment surfaces, resist the urge to 

push it away. These emotional signals are your deconditioning allies — proof that 

you’ve stepped into an old pattern that’s ready to be seen. Instead of reacting, name 

what’s happening: Conditioning is speaking right now. Awareness brings you more 

choices. You don’t need to fix anything in that moment; you just need to see it 

clearly.  
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As the day winds down, another option is to close the loop with an evening 

reflection. Before bed, ask yourself, Where did I override myself today? And where 

did I honor my energy? You don’t need long journal entries or elaborate insight — 

one honest sentence that you say to yourself inside your own head is enough.  

Make It Yours 

There is no universal formula for deconditioning. Your chart already tells you 

everything you need to know about how your energy wants to return to itself. 

Copying someone else’s process — even someone you admire — can actually 

reinforce conditioning. The work is to honor your own rhythm, your own timing, 

and your own truth. 

Generators and Manifesting Generators, for example, regulate best through 

movement and response. Your energy comes alive when you’re physically engaged 

with life — when you’re doing, creating, building, or responding to what excites you. 

Your deconditioning practice might look like choosing projects that genuinely light 

you up, moving your body when frustration hits, or saying yes only when your 

Sacral feels that unmistakable spark of aliveness. You return to alignment by 

responding to your body consciously. 

Projectors, by contrast, thrive in stillness and reflection. Your energy expands in 

the spaces between doing — in rest, in contemplation, in the moments you stop 

trying to guide others before being invited. Gentle journaling, quiet observation, or 

simply pausing to notice where your wisdom naturally wants to flow allows your 

system to relax into authenticity. Your greatest deconditioning tool is rest that feels 

safe and deserved. 
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Manifestors require solitude as a reset. You are designed to move independently, to 

act on your own creative urges, and to honor the bursts of energy and insight that 

arrive suddenly. Give yourself permission to step away from external influences, 

even briefly. Ten minutes of walking, driving, or creating without needing to explain 

yourself can recharge your entire system. Deconditioning for you is about 

remembering that freedom is not earned — it is part of who you are. 

Reflectors need spaciousness above all else. Time, nature, and stillness are your 

calibration tools. The more you allow yourself to slow down, to experience life 

through your own sensory landscape, the clearer you become about what’s yours 

and what’s borrowed. Your body doesn’t need direction; it needs space to echo 

truth back to you in its own timing. 

There is truly no wrong way to decondition, except the way that feels forced. If a 

deconditioning practice feels heavy, pressured, or like too much effort, that’s a sign 

your mind has taken the lead again. Deconditioning is also not about achieving 

alignment; it’s about remembering it. True deconditioning feels like an exhale — 

grounded, honest, alive.  

Reflection Prompt 

To help take this work deeper, ask yourself: What practices help me return to my 

body when I get stuck in my mind? How can I make those practices so simple that I 

could still do them on my hardest day? 

Let your answers to these questions be specific and compassionate. Revisit them 

often and let them evolve as you do. 
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Step 4: Value Your Body’s Wisdom and Signals 

Deconditioning doesn’t happen in your mind — it happens in your body. You have to 

feel your way there. The mind wants to manage, analyze, and measure progress. But 

the body already knows. It’s been speaking all along — through tension and ease, 

contraction and expansion, restlessness and calm.  

Your body is your built-in Authority in motion. It speaks to you through feeling long 

before thought ever arrives. When something is correct for you, you naturally 

exhale. Your shoulders soften, your breath deepens, your system relaxes into trust. 

When something isn’t correct, you’ll feel it instantly — a tightening, a heaviness, a 

subtle resistance, a desire to check out or rush ahead.  

These sensations aren’t flaws or failures. They’re feedback. They are the body’s way 

of saying, “You’ve stepped out of flow.” They’re not punishments to avoid but 

invitations to return home to yourself. When you meet the sensations in your body 

and your emotions with curiosity instead of judgment, what once felt heavy can 

become information and what once triggered shame can become guidance.  

The process of reconnecting with your body is deceptively simple, yet profoundly 

healing. It doesn’t require time or special tools — only presence. Once or twice a 

day, stop whatever you’re doing, even for a single minute. Close your eyes and ask 

quietly, “Where does my body feel tight right now? Where does it feel open?” You’re 

not trying to fix or change anything — you’re simply noticing. That act of noticing 

reestablishes safety in the body. It tells your nervous system, “It’s okay to feel. It’s 

safe to be here.” With that safety comes the gentle release of the reflex to override 

your truth. 
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Safety must always come before change. You can’t integrate new patterns while 

your body and nervous system are braced for impact. This is why self-improvement 

that feels like a lot of work rarely leads to the desired outcomes; the body cannot 

expand when it is in a state of threat.  

Step 5: Embody Your Highest Authentic Self-Expression 

Each defined and undefined Center in your Human Design chart, each defined Gate 

and Channel, and each line of your Profile carries a full range of expression. On one 

end is the conditioned expression (also called the shadow expression or the 

Not-Self expression) — how your energy moves when influenced by fear, pressure, 

or the need to prove your worth. On the other is its natural expression — the same 

energy, only freed from resistance and expressed through greater authenticity. 

Nothing in your design ever changes form; it simply becomes clearer as you 

decondition. The energy that once moved from survival begins to move from your 

inner truth. 

For example:​

-An open Head Center that once chased answers from everyone else can become a 

source of quiet, limitless inspiration — a space where ideas arrive effortlessly 

without the strain of searching for them.  

-An Ego/Heart Center that once overworked to prove its worth can evolve into 

quiet confidence — the kind that guides others via authenticity instead of 

overexertion. 

–A Root Center that once raced under pressure can transform into a grounded 

source of steady momentum, showing others how to move without urgency.  
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You’re not here to transcend your conditioning or your shadows. You’re here to 

integrate them. The moment you stop judging your conditioned/shadow 

expressions/Not-Self expressions as “wrong” and instead recognize them as 

indicators of ways you’ve learned to protect yourself, they begin to dissolve. What 

remains isn’t something new; it’s the wisdom that has been quietly waiting for you 

to give it permission to return. 

Stay in the Experiment 

Ra Uru Hu, the founder of Human Design, often described deconditioning as a 

seven-year process. But that timeline was never meant as a deadline — or a promise 

that after seven years your deconditioning process would be complete. It was 

simply a reflection of nature’s rhythm: the approximate time it takes for every cell 

in the human body to renew itself. 

So, think of those seven years not as a countdown, but as a living cycle — a 

reminder that transformation unfolds gradually, through seasons of release and 

renewal. 

Deconditioning is not something you finish; it’s something you continue to live. It 

deepens as you keep noticing, experimenting, and returning to what’s true for you. 

Awareness of your conditioning begins the journey, but embodiment carries it 

home — when your understanding becomes your lived experience.  

Conclusion 

In this chapter, we explored a practical framework for deconditioning, beginning 

with your Type, Strategy, and Authority, and expanding into daily practices that 

help you recognize conditioning and return to the truth of your own energy. 
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Deconditioning isn’t about reaching perfect alignment; it’s about remembering who 

you are, one choice and one breath at a time. As you keep living this experiment 

with curiosity and compassion, life begins to move with you — less effort, more 

ease, more trust in your own rhythm. 

In the next chapter we’ll explore how the movement of the Sun, Moon, and planets 

can become part of that rhythm, showing you where growth, release, and renewal 

are already unfolding.  
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Chapter 6: 
Deconditioning with the Human Design 

Transits 
 

Your Human Design chart is not a static map. It’s a living, breathing reflection of 

how energy moves through you — and through life itself. 

The Sun, Moon, and planets are always moving, activating different Human Design 

Gates, Channels, and Centers in your BodyGraph as they go. These shifting energies 

are called transits, and they form the energetic “weather” that surrounds and 

moves through all of us. 

Some days, you may wake up feeling clear and calm. Everything in your design 

seems to make sense, your decisions feel natural, and life moves easily through you. 

And then, without warning, something shifts. You might feel restless or foggy. 

Things that didn’t bother you yesterday suddenly trigger you. Old patterns 

resurface. Your clarity disappears. 

On days like this, it’s easy to assume that your deconditioning isn’t working or 

you’ve “fallen out of alignment.” But what if that’s not what’s happening at all? What 

if you’re simply moving through a new field of conditioning — one that isn’t 

personal, but planetary? 

That’s what the Human Design transits are: temporary waves of collective energy 

moving through the BodyGraph, activating specific Gates, Channels, Centers, and 

themes for everyone on Earth. These shifting energies don’t change who you are; 

 

THE HUMAN DESIGN DECONDITIONING EXPERIMENT | 60 
 © 2025 Nicole Gelormini | Human Design Psychologist 



 

they simply illuminate different parts of your chart that may be quiet most of the 

time. In doing so, they can reveal what’s still sensitive or ready to release. 

In this chapter, we’ll explore what the Human Design transits actually are, how they 

can amplify your conditioning patterns, and how you can work with them 

consciously so that each wave of energy becomes a part of your deconditioning 

journey rather than something you need to manage or resist. 

What Are Human Design Transits (and Why They Matter for 
Deconditioning) 

In Human Design, transits refer to the ongoing movement of the Sun, Moon, and 

planets through the 64 Gates of the BodyGraph. Much like in astrology (but with 

some notable differences), the Sun, Moon, and planets in Human Design each carry 

their own energetic frequency. As the Sun, Moon, and planets move, they 

temporarily “light up” different Gates, creating activations that color the collective 

energy field we all share. Every day, the sky shifts — and with it, the energetic 

landscape that surrounds and moves through you. 

It’s important to remember that transits don’t change who you are or rewrite your 

chart. Your core design and Human Design chart remains constant. What the 

transits do is add temporary conditioning frequencies to the environment around 

you. When the Sun, Moon, or a planet moves through a Gate that isn’t defined in 

your chart, you may experience that energy as if it were your own for a short 

period of time (however long the transit lasts). This means that your open and 

undefined Centers are constantly being influenced by planetary energy — 

sometimes subtly, sometimes quite strongly. The more open/undefined your chart 

is, the more sensitive you’ll likely be to these energetic shifts. 
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Rather than seeing this as a distraction or a challenge, you can treat it as a living 

classroom for deconditioning. Each transit offers an opportunity to observe how 

your nervous system responds to borrowed energy — to notice how your thoughts, 

moods, and impulses change when the collective field changes. It allows you to 

watch conditioning in real time. For example, when the Sun moves through a Gate 

connected to one of your undefined Centers, or when Mercury activates a Gate in 

your undefined Throat, you get to witness how your system reacts to energy that 

isn’t inherently yours. This is the essence of deconditioning — not controlling the 

energy, but learning to recognize what belongs to you and what is simply passing 

through. 

Every time the Sun, Moon, and planets move, they activate specific Gates in the 

Human Design BodyGraph, and those activations ripple through the collective field 

like subtle radio waves. You don’t need to understand the technical mechanics to 

feel their impact, because you likely already do. That sudden wave of pressure to 

decide, the urge to speak up or withdraw, the emotional fog that arrives without 

warning — these experiences are not always random. They can be expressions of 

transit conditioning moving through the collective, giving you a chance to meet 

yourself with awareness instead of judgment. 

Your open/undefined Centers and any hanging Gates you have in partially defined 

Centers act like sensitive receivers, designed to sample and amplify energy from 

the world around you. When the Sun, Moon, or a planet activates the open Gate in a 

Channel where you have a hanging Gate or in one of your undefined Centers, you 

temporarily “borrow” the energy or theme associated with the Gate or Center.  

This might feel inspiring and powerful, or it might feel chaotic and overwhelming — 

the difference lies in how attached you become to the experience. For example, 
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when the Sun transits Throat Center or Ego Center Gates, this can bring a sudden 

urge to express yourself or to prove something. Transits through your Solar Plexus 

Center involving the Moon, Venus, or Neptune can create waves of connection or 

moodiness that aren’t truly yours. Mars transits may spark urgency, competition, or 

confrontation, especially if they light up an open Root Center. Saturn transits, on 

the other hand, can expose where you might be seeking validation or authority 

outside of yourself. Each planet can add its own tone and lesson to your 

deconditioning process. 

Transits don’t create conditioning out of nowhere, but they do amplify what’s 

already present within you — the old thought loops, emotional stories, and pressure 

patterns that have been playing quietly in the background. They magnify what’s 

ready to be seen, and once you see it clearly, you can choose to no longer have to 

be ruled by it and to let it go. 

This is what makes the transits such a profound gift. They offer a living mirror, 

revealing themes and patterns that still have a hold on you. They show where your 

energy might be over-identifying, where your conditioning is still trying to reclaim 

control, and where awareness is ready to emerge. It’s like life saying, “Look here. 

This is where you’re still forgetting who you are.” And the moment you see it, the 

deconditioning begins, just through awareness itself. 

Why This Matters Especially for Manifestors, Projectors, and 
Reflectors 

For Generators and Manifesting Generators, there is a natural consistency that lives 

within the Sacral Center — a steady hum of life force energy that remains active 

and reliable, even as the planetary transits shift around them. This consistent 
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access to Sacral energy gives Generators and Manifesting Generators a kind of 

inner stability, where their rhythm continues to flow regardless of the energetic 

weather around them. 

Manifestors, Projectors, and Reflectors, however, often experience energy in a 

more fluid and variable way. Their designs are often more open, receptive, and 

attuned to their surroundings. Because they don’t generate consistent energy from 

their Sacral Centers, they often tend to feel the influence of the transits more 

directly in their bodies. The planetary movements can amplify any sensitivity they 

may have in their undefined Centers or Gates, creating waves of energy that feel 

deeply personal, even though they’re not. 

Understanding this difference based on your Human Design Type can be helpful. 

When you honor your openness instead of trying to stabilize it, you can allow it to 

become what it was designed to be: a living instrument of awareness. 

How to Work with the Transits as a Deconditioning Practice 

Working with the Human Design transits isn’t about predicting the future or 

tracking every planetary movement. It’s about cultivating awareness — noticing 

how the collective energy moves through your emotions, mind, and nervous system 

and using that awareness as a tool for deconditioning. 

The first step is simply observation. You don’t have to interpret or analyze what’s 

happening; just start paying attention to how you feel when the energy shifts. 

Notice when your emotions, energy levels, or thoughts change without an obvious 

cause. Instead of asking, What’s wrong with me? you might begin to ask, What’s 

moving through me and looking to be recognized? This simple reframe can help take 

you into awareness, which is the foundation of all deconditioning. 
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You might start keeping a short “transit journal” — nothing complicated, just a 

space to note your lived experience. Write down what you notice: a wave of 

emotion, a burst of clarity, a sudden restlessness, or a feeling of fatigue that passes 

as quickly as it came. Over time, you’ll begin to see patterns. Certain planetary 

movements might consistently amplify your sensitivity or highlight familiar themes 

in your open Centers or Gates. These aren’t coincidences; they’re invitations to see 

your conditioning in motion. 

When you notice these shifts, resist the urge to label them as good or bad. Instead, 

use them as mirrors. If a wave of emotion arises during a transit and you find 

yourself identifying with it — taking something personally, reacting impulsively, or 

making decisions from that temporary energy — pause. Ask yourself, Is this truly 

mine, or is this something I’m amplifying from the collective field? That moment of 

inquiry is where deconditioning happens. You move from reacting to relating — 

from being inside the energy to simply becoming conscious of it. 

When you do this, you’ll begin to notice that the Human Design transits don’t just 

stir old patterns; they also offer opportunities for healing. When a Gate connected 

to your open Heart is activated and you feel the familiar pull to prove yourself, 

that’s not failure — it’s feedback. It’s the universe showing you, once again, where 

your system still believes it needs to earn love or value. Each time you meet that 

energy with awareness instead of action, the pattern softens. The next time it 

arises, you won’t feel like it grips you quite as tightly. 

This is how deconditioning can unfold with the transits — not through effort or 

control, but through rhythm, repetition, and awareness. The sky moves, your 

energy responds, and you watch with compassion. Over time, this practice builds 

trust. You begin to realize that you don’t have to react to every thought or emotion 
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that passes through you or force clarity or peace to arrive. Life moves through you 

exactly as it should. 

The more you engage with the transits this way, the more your system learns to 

relax into its natural intelligence. You start to experience your openness not as 

vulnerability, but as presence — a clear, attuned awareness of how life moves 

through and around you. That is deconditioning in real time: not withdrawing from 

the world’s energy, but learning to move with it, fully awake. 

Conclusion 

The transits remind us that deconditioning isn’t something you finish — it’s 

something you live. The sky keeps moving, the energies keep shifting, and through 

it all, your awareness deepens. When you can meet it with curiosity, you begin to 

experience life as a rhythm rather than a problem to solve. 

Each wave of planetary energy is an invitation to practice staying with yourself — to 

return to your body, your Strategy and Authority, and the quiet intelligence that has 

always guided you. Some days, this will feel fluid and effortless. Other days, it will 

feel like you are clueless. Both are part of the process. 

If you approach them a certain way, the transits can help accelerate your 

deconditioning. They can compress the lessons. They bring the very themes you’re 

meant to heal right to your doorstep — sometimes daily. And when you can hold 

those moments with awareness instead of resistance, what once felt like chaos 

begins to feel like calibration — your system attuning, refining, and remembering 

how to stay grounded in truth, no matter what moves through you. 
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In the next chapter, we’ll explore what happens as this process begins to take root 

— the early, often subtle signs that deconditioning is actually working.  
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Chapter 7: 
Early Signs of Deconditioning in Human 

Design — How to Know It’s Working 
 

The first signs of deconditioning don’t arrive as fireworks — they arrive as whispers, 

quiet shifts in how life begins to move through you. At first, they’re easy to miss 

because they don’t look dramatic or outwardly impressive. You may not notice an 

instant sense of clarity or a lightning-bolt revelation. Instead, you start to catch 

yourself pausing where you once reacted, breathing where you once braced, or 

saying no without apology. Your system begins to soften, to trust, to open — not 

because everything is perfect, but because something inside you finally feels safe 

enough to stop performing. 

Deconditioning doesn’t announce itself with progress you can measure; it reveals 

itself through presence. Through moments of self-recognition that say, “Oh, this 

used to send me spiraling, but now it doesn’t.” Through conversations that feel more 

honest, choices that feel less forced, and a growing sense that you no longer need 

to manage every moment to feel okay. These are not small things — they’re signs 

that your energy is reorganizing itself around truth instead of protection. 

What Deconditioning Actually Feels Like 

If you ever imagined that deconditioning would feel like waking up one morning 

perfectly aligned, free of struggle or confusion, you’re not alone. But this work 

doesn’t move in straight lines; it unfolds in cycles. 
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Deconditioning is not a linear path from awareness of your conditioning that leads 

straight to peace. It’s a cyclical process that brings you back to familiar patterns 

again and again — but each time, with more awareness, more compassion, and 

more self-trust. Some days might feel effortless, like your energy is flowing exactly 

as it should. Other days may feel dense, confusing, or raw. None of this means 

you’re doing it wrong. It just means that your system is reorganizing itself at a 

deeper level. 

Think of it like deleting old software from a computer. On the surface, nothing 

seems to happen. The screen looks the same. But beneath that stillness, everything 

is shifting — files are being restructured, memory is being cleared, the system is 

recalibrating. That’s what deconditioning can feel like. It’s quiet, invisible work. And 

then, one day, something that used to trigger you no longer does. You feel spacious 

where there used to be tension. You find peace where there used to be pressure. 

That is deconditioning.  

Early Signs You’re Deconditioning 

If you’ve been wondering whether it’s “working,” here are some early, often invisible 

signs that your Human Design deconditioning experiment is already unfolding: 

You may start to notice your conditioning in real time. You may start noticing 

things like when you tend to agree to things out of habit, where you tend to push to 

prove yourself, or when you tend to rush toward wanting certainty. You may still 

follow those impulses, but now you see them, and that awareness changes 

everything.  

Your body may speak louder than your mind. You may feel truth in your body 

rather than think it. You might notice the moments when your chest tightens, your 
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gut contracts, or your energy becomes drained — and you notice the moments 

when your whole being exhales in recognition. You might not act on every cue yet, 

but you’re noticing. 

You may need more rest and don’t feel guilty about it. As your nervous system 

starts to relax after years of pushing and proving, it also naturally slows down. Your 

body is learning to move at its natural pace again, no longer driven by adrenaline or 

expectations. 

You may feel more emotional but also more clear. Old feelings might rise to the 

surface — grief, irritation, confusion — but you no longer drown in them. You let 

them move through you, knowing they’re just energy releasing. You no longer fear 

your emotions; you meet them as information. 

You move with life, not against it. You stop chasing things and people. You stop 

forcing outcomes. Timing in your life begins to feel more cooperative. The right 

people, opportunities, and insights begin arriving without as much effort.  

You may crave greater simplicity. You want fewer inputs, fewer obligations, fewer 

explanations.  

You feel peaceful in the pause. Stillness no longer feels like waiting; it feels like 

alignment. You start trusting that what’s meant for you doesn’t need to be chased — 

it will arrive in its own timing. 

You may react less — and recover faster. You still feel emotion, but it no longer 

hijacks you. There’s a longer pause between a stimulus and your response. 

Awareness slips in before you react as emotionally as you used to. You might still 

get frustrated, but it’s easier for you to come back to your center.  
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You may stop explaining your decisions. You trust your own Authority enough that 

you no longer need to justify it. When someone asks “why” you did what you did or 

made a certain decision, you realize you don’t need to explain yourself to anyone 

when you just know.  

You may care less about being understood by others. You stop looking for 

agreement. You start living your truth even if others don’t get it. Resonance with 

yourself becomes more important than being understood. 

Your energy may feel cleaner. You can be around others without absorbing their 

emotions or sense of urgency. You sense which energy and emotions are yours and 

which are not — and that awareness helps keep your frequency steady. 

You stop chasing mental clarity; instead, you just let it arrive. You stop forcing 

answers to your own mental questions. You notice that clarity arises naturally, 

often in stillness, not in struggle. 

You may feel more like yourself. Not a better version. Not a “healed” one. Just you. 

Just more present, more grounded.  

What Deconditioning Doesn’t Always Look Like 

Deconditioning definitely won’t bring you a permanent state of bliss. It’s a gradual, 

embodied return to truth — and that process can feel both beautiful and 

disorienting. 

In the beginning, it might feel like taking off armor that you didn’t even know you 

were wearing to protect yourself. You may feel more raw, uncertain, or exposed. 
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That doesn’t mean something’s wrong — it means your nervous system is shedding 

the layers that once kept you safe. 

You may still experience your Not-Self themes — frustration, anger, bitterness, 

disappointment — but they’ll feel different. They become signals, not identity. 

Instead of spiraling, you’ll pause, notice, and realign more quickly. 

You may still not know what to do sometimes. But instead of desperately grasping 

for control or answers, you’ll wait — and in the waiting, clarity finds you. 

And if you’ve ever feared that deconditioning would dull your ambition or make you 

complacent, rest assured — it doesn’t take anything from you. It doesn’t remove 

your drive, passion, or purpose. It simply removes the pressure that distorts them. 

You’ll still care, create, and lead — but you’ll do it from a place of clarity instead of 

fear. 

How to Support Your Ongoing Deconditioning 

Even though the deconditioning process unfolds naturally, there are gentle ways to 

support it along the way: 

Stay curious. Keep your deconditioning journey as an experiment rather than a 

project. You can’t fail an experiment; you can only gather information. Curiosity 

keeps your mind open and your awareness alive. Instead of asking, “Am I doing it 

right?” you could ask things like, “What happens when I try it this way? What 

changes when I wait for clarity instead of forcing it?” 
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Keep returning to your Strategy and Authority. No matter how much you learn 

about Human Design, these are your anchors. Every time you make a decision from 

the body instead of the mind, you strengthen your foundation of trust. 

Capture awareness in real time. Throughout your day, notice when conditioning 

shows up — when you feel pressure to rush, prove, please, or control — and also 

notice when you catch yourself and return to alignment. Write these moments 

down as they happen. They don’t need to be detailed or poetic. A single, honest line 

is enough: “I almost said yes out of guilt — but waited instead.” 

Surround yourself with grounded energy. Your environment shapes your nervous 

system. Choose spaces, people, and communities that honor presence over 

performance. Safety accelerates deconditioning, while chaos prolongs survival 

patterns. 

Conclusion 

You won’t always see deconditioning as it happens. It doesn’t announce itself 

through grand breakthroughs or obvious victories. It reveals itself through quiet 

stability, like a slow exhale after years of holding your breath. 

One day you’ll notice that you’re no longer rushing to prove yourself, no longer 

apologizing for your going at your own pace, or no longer carrying what was never 

yours to carry. 

In the next chapter, we’ll explore the six most common mistakes people make when 

deconditioning — and how to shift them gently, with compassion. Because this 

work isn’t about perfection. It’s about returning, again and again, to what’s real. 

 

THE HUMAN DESIGN DECONDITIONING EXPERIMENT | 73 
 © 2025 Nicole Gelormini | Human Design Psychologist 



 

Chapter 8: 
The 6 Most Common Deconditioning 

Mistakes in Human Design (and How to 
Gently Shift Them) 

 

Here’s the paradox: the moment you try to get deconditioning right, you’ve already 

stepped out of it. 

The more you try to control it, the tighter it feels. The more you relax into it, the 

more naturally it unfolds. This chapter isn’t about giving you more rules or 

techniques; it’s about illuminating the subtle places where conditioning can 

disguise itself even within your growth. 

Because here’s the truth: you can be deeply committed to your Human Design 

experiment and still find yourself trapped in old habits of striving, comparison, or 

self-judgment.  

What follows are six of the most common traps people encounter while 

deconditioning, along with gentle shifts that help you navigate them with 

compassion instead of pressure. 

Mistake #1: Trying to “Do Deconditioning Right” 

The first and most common trap is treating deconditioning like another goal to 

accomplish. Many people begin with the same energy they bring to their work, 

health, or relationships — pushing, perfecting, and seeking measurable progress. 
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They look for rules, steps, or formulas to guarantee alignment, believing that if they 

can just “follow the instructions,” they’ll finally feel free. 

But the truth is, the harder you try to do deconditioning, the further you move away 

from it. 

Real deconditioning begins when you stop managing the process and start trusting 

your natural rhythm — your Strategy and Authority. These are not theories; they 

are living mechanisms that show you how truth moves through your system.  

Perfection isn’t required; only presence is. The moment you notice that you’re 

trying to “do it right,” you’ve already stepped back into awareness — and that’s what 

begins to dissolve conditioning. 

Mistake #2: Overidentifying With the Mind 

The mind loves control. It wants logic, certainty, and measurable progress. But 

deconditioning doesn’t unfold through mental understanding — it happens through 

the body. 

When you try to think your way into alignment, you stay stuck in the same patterns 

that created conditioning in the first place. The mind analyzes, judges, and 

compares; it measures progress against someone else’s timeline. You might start 

noticing thoughts like, “I should be further along by now,” or “I must be doing this 

wrong.” 

Those thoughts aren’t truth — they’re conditioning disguised as logic. 
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Deconditioning begins the moment you shift from thinking to sensing. Start by 

noticing the physical sensations that arise when you make choices: tension, 

tightness, ease, or release. Then, instead of analyzing them, listen. 

Your Authority speaks through your body — through subtle cues of resonance or 

resistance — not through mental reasoning. 

When you learn to reference your inner signals rather than your intellect, your 

deconditioning stops being theoretical and becomes real. 

Mistake #3: Expecting Instant Peace or Clarity 

One of the most pervasive myths in Human Design is that “living your design” will 

instantly make life easier. You might imagine that once you begin following your 

Strategy and Authority on a regular basis, you’ll feel permanently calm, decisive, 

and free. But in reality, deconditioning rarely starts with peace. It begins with 

awareness — and awareness can feel messy. 

Early in the process, deconditioning can often feel like confusion or emotional 

turbulence because the body is releasing years of patterned responses. The nervous 

system, long conditioned to chase safety through control or approval, begins to let 

go. You may feel tired, uncertain, or even frustrated. None of that means it isn’t 

working — it means your system is recalibrating. 

Instead of interpreting discomfort as failure, see it as movement. When old patterns 

rise to the surface, it’s because they’re ready to be seen. Confusion may just be the 

midpoint between old conditioning and new embodiment. 
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Mistake #4: Copying Someone Else’s Path 

It’s natural to look to others who seem farther along for guidance. We want models 

of what “success” looks like. But in Human Design, no two energetic blueprints are 

the same — which means no one else’s process will ever fully fit yours. 

Trying to decondition like someone else can actually reinforce conditioning. When 

you adopt another person’s practices, pace, or lifestyle, you unknowingly step out 

of your own rhythm. You begin shaping yourself around their energy rather than 

trusting your own. What feels liberating for one Type or Authority might feel 

completely draining for another. 

Your chart already contains your roadmap. Your Type shows how your energy is 

designed to move. Your Strategy shows how you are designed to engage with life. 

Your Authority shows how your truth speaks. When you let those be your guide 

instead of looking to someone else’s process, your process becomes authentic to 

you. 

True deconditioning is less about doing what others do — and more about trusting 

that your timing, speed, and style are exactly right for you. 

Mistake #5: Forgetting That Awareness Needs Integration 

Awareness is where deconditioning begins — but embodiment is where it becomes 

real. 

Many people stop at the insights and knowledge they learn about their Human 

Design chart. They might understand their patterns intellectually but don’t change 

how they move through the world. They learn about their chart, recognize their 
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patterns, and feel illuminated — yet life remains the same. Awareness that isn’t 

practiced gently fades. 

Deconditioning only becomes real when insight meets repetition. It lives in the 

daily micro-moments — the pause before you agree to something that doesn’t feel 

right, the breath you take before reacting, the decision to rest when your body 

whispers “enough.” Each of these small choices reprograms your nervous system 

toward greater self-trust. 

You don’t need dramatic breakthroughs to know it’s working. You just need to keep 

noticing and choosing again. Every time you honor your design instead of your 

conditioning, you prove to your body that it’s safe to be exactly as you are. 

Mistake #6: Treating the 7-Year Deconditioning Process Like a 
Deadline 

One of the most persistent misunderstandings in Human Design is the idea that 

deconditioning is supposed to take seven years — as if there’s a finish line or 

countdown to completion. 

In the original Human Design teachings from Ra Uru Hu, the “seven-year 

deconditioning process” was never meant to be a rule. It was a biological metaphor 

— a way of describing how long it takes for every cell in the human body to renew 

itself. 

When you begin living according to your Strategy and Authority, your entire system 

— physical, emotional, and energetic — gradually reorganizes itself to reflect your 

true frequency instead of your conditioned responses. 
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Unfortunately, this idea is often used to create hierarchy — implying that only those 

who have been “in their experiment” for X number of years are truly aligned. But 

that belief is itself conditioning. Deconditioning has no seniority system. The pace 

of your awakening has nothing to do with time — only with presence. 

There is no finish line to cross, no point of arrival. Every breath you take with 

awareness, every decision made through your Authority, every moment you choose 

softness toward yourself over striving is part of that ongoing cellular conversation.  

Conclusion 

If you’ve recognized yourself in any of these mistakes, that’s good news. The very 

act of noticing them means you’re already deconditioning. 

There’s no competition, no grading system, and no perfect way to decondition. The 

process unfolds at the pace of your body, not your mind — one decision at a time, 

one breath at a time, one act of trust after another. 

Now that you understand the most common mistakes — and how to shift them 

gently — it’s time to explore how to stay consistent when life, the mind, or the 

world starts pulling you off track. 

In the next chapter, we’ll talk about living the practice — how to sustain your 

deconditioning experiment with grace, trust, and rhythm in everyday life. 
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Chapter 9: 
The Ongoing Experiment — Living Free from 

Conditioning 
 

By now, you’ve seen that deconditioning isn’t a box to check or a finish line to cross. 

It’s an ongoing experiment — an evolving, lifelong relationship with yourself that 

keeps deepening with every breath, where you are continually unfolding. 

Every layer of awareness you integrate makes space for another to reveal itself. 

Living in alignment with your design isn’t about arriving at perfection — it’s about 

learning to live honestly within your own rhythm. The deeper you go, the less it’s 

meant to feel like effort and the more it’s meant to feel like remembering. 

You’ll know you’ve begun to realign not because everything feels perfect, but 

because your relationship with life itself begins to change. The need to control 

fades. You no longer need to prove your progress or fix what isn’t broken. You begin 

to trust your timing, your emotions, and your process. You can hold discomfort 

without collapsing into it, and feel uncertainty without losing your center. 

This is what real alignment feels like — not a constant state of calm, but a quiet 

confidence that you can meet whatever arises without abandoning yourself. 

Integration in Daily Life 

As you deepen into this work, you’ll begin to notice how deconditioning quietly 

reshapes every corner of your life — not through dramatic transformation, but 
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through subtle shifts in how you move through the world, make choices, and relate 

to life, yourself, and other people. 

In relationships, you may find that you love more openly because you no longer 

need other people to confirm your worth. You may find that you allow people to be 

who they are without trying to mold them into what may feel safer to you. You may 

find that you no longer need everyone to agree with you. Instead, you begin to 

value resonance — the feeling of two people meeting in truth, even when their 

perspectives differ. You may find that you start recognizing that real intimacy is 

built on honesty, not harmony. 

In parenting, you may find that you stop trying to shape your children into who you 

think they should be and start supporting who they already are. You see your 

children as sovereign souls with their own timing and design. You don’t need them 

to reflect your success or carry your unhealed dreams. Instead, you hold space for 

their unfolding, giving them the same permission you’ve learned to give yourself: 

the freedom to be who they already are. 

In work, you may find that your energy becomes clearer, cleaner, and more 

intentional. You create from inspiration instead of pressure. You stop chasing 

recognition or validation as proof of your worth, and instead offer your energy 

where it feels alive and true. Purpose stops being something you chase — it 

becomes something that naturally expresses through you. 

This is how deconditioning can begin to feel in real life: not as a series of constant 

breakthroughs, but as an effortless rhythm of self-honesty and trust. 
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Awareness → Embodiment → Authenticity 

At its essence, deconditioning moves through three natural phases — awareness, 

embodiment, and authenticity. 

Awareness is the spark — the moment you begin to see your conditioning clearly. 

You recognize your patterns, pressures, and borrowed beliefs that have been 

directing your life. Awareness is illumination, but it is not yet change. 

Embodiment is the practice — the phase where understanding moves into action. 

You start living from your body’s truth instead of your mind’s control. You pause 

before reacting emotionally or from anger. You listen to what feels true, not what 

looks right. You begin to trust sensation more than certainty. 

Authenticity is the result — the place where alignment with the higher expressions 

of your Human Design chart stops being an idea and becomes your natural state. 

It’s when you no longer have to remind yourself to follow your design; you simply 

are your design. 

Awareness opens the door. Embodiment walks you through it. Authenticity builds a 

home there. And over time, this cycle repeats itself again and again — each time 

bringing you deeper into yourself. 

The Ongoing Experiment 

Every time you pause instead of react, rest instead of push, or listen instead of plan, 

you are participating in the living intelligence of your Human Design chart. 

Deconditioning doesn’t mean the absence of conditioning. It means awareness in 

motion — meeting conditioning as it arises and responding differently each time. 
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You start recognizing your conditioned patterns in real time and no longer 

confusing them with who you are. The same situations that once triggered you 

emotionally now invite awareness. The same emotions that once overwhelmed you 

now offer guidance. 

The mind begins to quiet. The body relaxes. And life — rather than being something 

to manage — begins to unfold with its own quiet grace. 

Over time, you’ll discover that freedom isn’t found in control — it’s found in 

self-trust. Trust in your own energy. Trust in your own timing. Trust that what’s 

meant for you will arrive in its own rhythm, without force or manipulation. Trust 

that the pauses and waiting are not delays — they’re just part of how your life is 

designed to unfold.  

Life isn’t asking you to chase a version of yourself that feels “aligned.” It’s asking you 

to relax into the truth of who you already are. 

That trust becomes the foundation of everything else — your work, your 

relationships, your creativity, your peace. Living your design isn’t something you 

achieve; it’s what naturally reveals itself when you stop trying to be anything else. 

Conclusion 

There is no finish line here, only a deepening into your own Human Design 

experiment. 

Deconditioning isn’t a phase you complete; it’s a living relationship with the truth of 

yourself that evolves as you do. The more you honor your natural rhythm, the more 

life reorganizes itself around that honesty. 
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The experiment doesn’t end when you understand every aspect of your Human 

Design chart. It begins there. What follows, then, is a lifetime of remembering — 

and of returning, again and again, to the simplicity of your own design. 
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Your Next Step: Jump Into the 
Deconditioning Deep Dive 

 

You’ve already begun your deconditioning experiment and now it’s time to go 

deeper. Not just to understand how to decondition with your Human Design chart, 

but to live it. 

The Deconditioning Deep Dive is a guided experience that helps you turn 

awareness into embodiment — so your Human Design chart stops being something 

you think about and starts becoming something you feel. 

This isn’t another course or system to master. It’s a grounded, intimate journey into 

how your energy really works — how it feels to move from inner truth instead of 

pressure, to choose from the body instead of the mind, to trust your timing instead of 

chasing control. 

In the deep dive, you’ll be guided through the core areas of your Human Design 

chart where conditioning most often hides — and where freedom, clarity, and ease 

are waiting to return. 

Join The Deconditioning Deep Dive at: 

hdpsychologist.com/deconditioning-deep-dive and experience what it means to 

move through life as your truest self. 
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