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Foreword

Hey there, future high-scorer!

If you're flipping through these pages, chances are you're gearing up for a pretty big
step — the IELTS exam. And let me tell you, I'm genuinely stoked to be your companion
on this particular leg of the journey. As someone who's spent years on the "other side of
the desk" as an IELTS examiner, I've literally seen thousands of writing samples. I've
cheered with folks who nailed their scores and, yeah, I've also had to share a
sympathetic nod with those who just missed the mark. Through it all, a few things
became crystal clear: there are definite patterns to what scores big and what... Well, it
doesn't.

Now, let's be super clear: this isn't just another textbook filled with boring sample
answers you'll skim once and forget. Nope. Think of this book as having me — your
slightly-sarcastic-but-always-supportive writing coach — plopped down right next to you.
We're going to navigate the sometimes-tricky, occasionally-intimidating world of IELTS
writing tasks together, one step at a time. We'll break it down with clear examples and
friendly advice that honestly feels more like a chat over coffee than a grueling study
session.

And here's the kicker, something super important to remember: the IELTS isn't just
trying to figure out if you know English words. It's truly testing if you can communicate
effectively. And guess what? That's our main mission throughout these pages — to make
you a communication rockstar.

So, seriously, go on, brew yourself a proper cuppa (tea, coffee, even a fancy sparkling
water — no judgment here!), get cozy, and let's transform those writing jitters into
genuine opportunities to absolutely shine. Ready?

PART 1: Mastering IELTS General Training and Academic
Writing Task 1
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Introduction: The Art of Task 1 Writing

When folks ask me which part of the IELTS writing test feels like climbing Mount
Everest, Task 1 is usually the answer. And honestly? | totally get it. There’s just
something uniquely nerve-wracking about being told to whip up a formal letter to a total
stranger or dissect a graph you've never laid eyes on — all while the clock is ticking
down like crazy.

But here’s the cool secret, my friend: Task 1 can actually be your golden ticket to
racking up some serious points with way less stress. The catch? You just need to know
the playbook.

See, Task 1 isn't just about putting words on a page; it's about crystal-clear
communication and really understanding what the examiner is asking for. It's about
nailing the conventions, following the right structure, and showing off your ability to
handle real-world English situations like a boss.

Whether you're tackling the General Training module (where you'll be penning letters) or
the Academic module (where you’ll be describing graphs, charts, and other visual
goodies), I'm going to walk you through exactly how to crush each question type. No
guesswork, just solid strategy.

So, what makes a Task 1 response truly shine? Let me break it down for you,
examiner-style (but way friendlier):

1. Task Achievement: Did you hit every single point the question asked for? For
letters, did all three bullet points get their moment in the spotlight? For reports,
did you highlight the absolute key features of that visual information? Don't leave
anything hanging!

2. Coherence and Cohesion: Does your writing flow like a perfectly organized river,
or is it more like a choppy puddle? We’re talking logical order here, folks, with
ideas connecting smoothly and paragraphs doing their job.

3. Lexical Resource: Are you using the right words for the job? Can you show off a
decent range of vocabulary without sounding like you swallowed a dictionary just
to impress? (Trust me, we can tell.)
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4. Grammatical Range and Accuracy: Are you flexing your grammar muscles with a
variety of sentence structures? And more importantly, is your grammar accurate
enough that your message comes across loud and clear, without any
head-scratching moments for the reader?

Throughout this section, we’re going to peek at real-life examples at three different band
levels: 6.5, 7, and 8. You'll see responses for all sorts of scenarios. Pay close attention
to the differences — sometimes the tweaks are subtle, but man, are they powerful!

And don't you worry — I've peppered in my own personal notes, just like | would if | were
sitting next to you, reviewing your work. These notes will highlight what's working
beautifully and where you can sprinkle a little extra magic to get that higher score.

Ready to dive in and make Task 1 your new favorite? Let's kick things off with letters!

General Training Task 1: Writing Letters

Letters in the IELTS exam? Oh, they come in more shapes and sizes than a bag of
mixed lollies! You might find yourself needing to:

Ask for information

Lodge a complaint (politely, of course!)

Apply for that dream job

Explain a sticky situation

Make arrangements with someone

Say a big "thank you!"

Offer a sincere apology No matter the reason for writing, every letter that scores
well has a few things in common: the right tone, a super clear organization, and
complete coverage of every single point the prompt throws at you. Quick
reminder: you need to hit at least 150 words, and you’ve got 20 minutes to get
the job done. Sounds tight? It's actually plenty of time if you know what you're
doing — and after we go through these examples, you absolutely will!

Alright, let's peek at our very first scenario.
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Model Letters

Letter 1: Writing to a Friend About a Lost Iltem
Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 2, Writing Task 1

You borrowed a book from a friend and accidentally damaged it. Write a letter to your
friend. In your letter:

e explain how the book got damaged
e apologize for what happened
e say what you will do to solve this problem

Band 6.5 Response
Dear Sam,

| hope you are doing well. | am writing to tell you about the book that | borrowed from
you last week. | regret to inform you that it got damaged.

When | was reading your book yesterday, | was drinking coffee at the same time.
Suddenly, my younger brother came into the room and surprised me, which made me
spill some coffee on several pages of the book. | tried to clean it, but unfortunately some
pages are still stained.

| am really sorry about what happened to your book. | know how much you care about
your books and | feel terrible about this accident. | should have been more careful while
reading it.

To solve this problem, | would like to buy you a new copy of the book. | already checked
the bookstore and they have it in stock. Alternatively, if you prefer, | can give you money
to purchase it yourself. Please let me know which option you prefer.

Again, | apologize for my carelessness and hope this won't affect our friendship.
Best regards,

Alex
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My Two Cents: Nicely done here! You totally nailed all three bullet points — explaining
the coffee catastrophe, giving a sincere apology, and offering up solid solutions. The
tone is spot-on for chatting with a friend. Your organization is pretty logical, too. Vocab
like "regret to inform you" and "carelessness" works, but to bump that score up, try
mixing up your sentence structures a bit more and throwing in some smoother linking
phrases. Still, super effective communication!

Band 7 Response

Dear Sam,

| hope this letter finds you well. I'm writing regarding the novel you kindly lent me last
week, as | need to tell you about an unfortunate incident that occurred.

While | was deeply engrossed in the book last night, | was sitting in my garden enjoying
the evening with a cup of tea beside me. Unexpectedly, a neighborhood cat jumped
onto my table, knocking over my tea and, much to my dismay, soaking several pages of
your book. Despite my immediate efforts to dry it out, some pages are now wrinkled and
stained.

| cannot express how truly sorry | am about this accident. | know you mentioned this
was one of your favorite books, which makes me feel even worse about the situation. |
should have been more careful about where | was reading it.

To make amends, I've already ordered a new copy of the book from an online
bookstore, which should arrive within two days. Additionally, if there was any
sentimental value attached to your copy—perhaps notes you'd made or the specific
edition—I'd be more than happy to search for that exact version or offer compensation
in any way you'd prefer.

Please let me know how you'd like me to proceed, and once again, | sincerely apologize
for my carelessness.

Warm regards,

Alex
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My Two Cents: Excellent work, high-five! That cat story? Brilliant — it paints such a vivid
picture, and your apology genuinely sounds like you mean it. | love how you thought
about the sentimental value; that's next-level thoughtfulness! Your word choices, like
"deeply engrossed," "much to my dismay," and "make amends," show off some great
range. Paragraphing is perfect, each section doing its job. The whole letter just flows
naturally with good connections like "Despite my immediate efforts" and "Additionally."
For an even higher score, maybe play with a few more complex sentence patterns, but
honestly, this letter totally nails the task!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sam,

| hope life's treating you well! I'm writing about something that's been weighing on my
mind since yesterday — that rare first-edition Hemingway you so generously lent me last
week.

I'm absolutely mortified to tell you that while reading it during my commute, the
unthinkable happened. As the train abruptly stopped, my water bottle cap came loose,
resulting in water seeping onto my bag. Though | rushed to salvage your book the
moment | noticed, the damage had already been done — several pages toward the end
are water-damaged and slightly warped.

Words can't adequately express how devastated | am about this. Knowing how carefully
you curate your collection and the trust you placed in me by lending this particular copy
makes this situation all the more distressing. I've always prided myself on treating
borrowed items with the utmost care, which makes this accident especially
disappointing.

I've already contacted three specialist bookshops that deal in first editions and,
remarkably, one of them has the same edition in comparable condition. I've placed a
hold on it and would like to purchase it as a replacement. Alternatively, if you'd prefer
financial compensation instead, I'm entirely open to that option. Furthermore, |
completely understand if you need some time to think about this — the sentimental value
may well exceed any replacement.

Please know how truly sorry | am, and | hope we can resolve this in a way that feels fair
to you.
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With sincere apologies,

Alex

My Two Cents: Outstanding, seriously! See how you elevated this by adding specific,
juicy details like "rare first-edition Hemingway"? That makes it feel so authentic! Your
explanation is super clear and detailed, and your genuine remorse just leaps off the
page with phrases like "absolutely mortified" and "words can't adequately express how
devastated | am." But what truly makes this a Band 8 star is the fancy footwork with
your vocabulary and phrasing — "curate your collection," "placed a hold on it,"
"sentimental value may well exceed any replacement." All that while still sounding totally
natural and friendly! Your grammar control is top-notch, with a brilliant mix of sentence
types. The organization? Flawless. This, my friend, is exactly what a Band 8 looks like!

Letter 2: Inquiring About a Language Course
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 1, Writing Task 1

You would like to participate in a work-related seminar in another country. Write a letter
to the person in charge of the seminar and ask for detailed information regarding the
seminar and accommodation. In your letter:

e give details of your background and qualifications
e explain why you are interested in participating in the seminar
e inquire about the details of accommodation

Band 6.5 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to request information about the language teaching seminar that will be held
in your institution next month. | saw the advertisement in the International Teacher's
Magazine and | am very interested in attending.
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| have been teaching English as a foreign language for five years at the International
Language Center in Madrid. | have a bachelor's degree in English Literature and a
TEFL certificate which | obtained in 2018. Currently, | am working with intermediate and
advanced adult students.

| am particularly interested in this seminar because it focuses on innovative teaching
methods for advanced learners, which is directly relevant to my current teaching
position. Additionally, | have been trying to incorporate more technology in my lessons,
and | noticed that your seminar includes workshops on digital resources for language
teaching.

Regarding accommodation, could you please provide me with information about where
participants will be staying? | would like to know if accommodation is provided by the
organizers or if | need to arrange it myself. Also, | would appreciate information about
the cost and what facilities are available.

| look forward to receiving detailed information about the seminar and accommodation
options.

Yours faithfully,

Maria Rodriguez

My Two Cents: You've hit all the right notes here, covering your background, why
you're keen on the seminar, and those accommodation questions. The tone is perfectly
formal, which is spot-on for a letter to someone you don't know (nice move with "Dear
Sir or Madam" and "Yours faithfully"). Your paragraphs are clear and focused. To push
this a bit higher, try to jazz up your sentences a bit — maybe combine some for a
smoother read. And while "information" is good, trying out a few synonyms for it will
make your vocabulary shine more! Still, a very clear and effective letter.

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to express my interest in the International Digital Language Teaching
Seminar scheduled to take place at your institution from 15-20 September. | came
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across the announcement in the July issue of ELT Professional and would appreciate
receiving more detailed information.

Regarding my professional background, | have been employed as a Senior English
Language Instructor at the Madrid Institute of Languages for the past seven years. |
hold a Master's degree in Applied Linguistics from the University of Barcelona and have
recently completed a specialized certification in Computer-Assisted Language Learning
from Cambridge University. My current responsibilities include curriculum development
for business English programs and mentoring new teaching staff.

My interest in your seminar stems primarily from its focus on blended learning
environments, which aligns perfectly with our institution's five-year strategic plan.
Furthermore, the session on adaptive learning technologies particularly caught my
attention, as | am currently researching ways to personalize learning experiences for
students with varying proficiency levels. | believe the knowledge and skills acquired
during this seminar would significantly enhance both my teaching methodology and our
department's approach to language instruction.

Concerning accommodation arrangements, | would be grateful if you could provide
information regarding the options available for participants. Specifically, | would like to
know whether on-campus housing is provided, and if so, what the approximate cost
would be. Alternatively, if participants are expected to arrange their own
accommodation, could you recommend any hotels or apartments near the venue that
offer preferential rates for seminar attendees?

| look forward to receiving further details about the seminar program and
accommodation possibilities.

Yours faithfully,

Maria Rodriguez

My Two Cents: Fantastic job on this formal inquiry! Your letter is beautifully structured,
with each paragraph clearly tackling a bullet point — just what the examiner ordered. |
particularly appreciate those specific details about your qualifications and what you do;
it really adds weight to your request. Your explanation for wanting to attend is super
convincing, showing how this seminar benefits both you and your workplace. The
language is perfectly formal, and you've thrown in some great vocabulary like "stems
primarily from," "aligns perfectly," and "would be grateful if you could." Your
accommodation questions are precise and practical. To aim for an even higher band,
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maybe try weaving in a few more complex sentence structures, but honestly, this letter
is already a solid winner.

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing with reference to the Advanced Methods in Immersive Language Teaching
seminar scheduled for 10-15 November at your institution, which was featured in last
month's International Education Quarterly. | am keen to participate in this professional
development opportunity and would appreciate receiving comprehensive information
regarding both the program and accommodation options.

As for my professional background, | currently serve as the Head of English Language
Acquisition at the Cervantes International Academy in Madrid, a position | have held for
the past decade. My academic credentials include a PhD in Educational Linguistics from
Oxford University and a postgraduate diploma in Educational Technology from MIT.
Throughout my career, | have specialized in developing immersive language programs
for multinational corporations and have published several peer-reviewed articles on
cognitive approaches to adult language acquisition.

My interest in your particular seminar has been piqued by Professor Jensen's
groundbreaking work on neuro-linguistic programming in language acquisition, which is
scheduled to be a focal point of the sessions. The seminar's emphasis on practical
applications of cognitive science in language teaching environments dovetails perfectly
with my current research project on measuring cognitive load in multilingual classrooms.
Furthermore, the opportunity to collaborate with fellow educators who are at the
forefront of innovative teaching methodologies would be invaluable for the teacher
training programs | am currently developing at my institution.

With regard to accommodation arrangements, | would appreciate detailed information
about the various options available to participants. Could you specify whether
on-campus accommodation includes private bathrooms and internet facilities?
Additionally, if there are off-campus alternatives, | would be interested in knowing the
approximate distance from these accommodations to the seminar venue, as well as
whether shuttle services are provided. Given that | have some dietary restrictions,
information about meal arrangements would also be most helpful.
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| look forward to receiving detailed information about this promising professional
development opportunity and thank you in advance for your assistance.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. Maria Rodriguez

My Two Cents: This is an absolutely stellar formal letter — truly outstanding! Right from
the start, you set a professional tone with phrases like "with reference to" and
"comprehensive information." Your qualifications are presented with real impact, not just
listed, but cleverly linked to the seminar's relevance. The vocabulary here is just
fantastic — "piqued," "dovetails perfectly," "focal point" — it's sophisticated but never feels
forced. What really makes this a Band 8 superstar is the incredible specificity in every
section, especially when you explain your interest, directly connecting the seminar's
content to your own research and the needs of your institution. Your accommodation
questions show you've really thought things through. The letter keeps that perfect formal
tone throughout, and your control over complex grammar is simply excellent. This, my
friend, is the epitome of a precise, sophisticated, and fully comprehensive Band 8
response!

Letter 3: Applying for a Part-Time Job
Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 3, Writing Task 1

You want to apply for a part-time job that you saw advertised in an English-language
newspaper. Write a letter to the manager of the company. In your letter:

e explain what kind of job you are looking for
e describe any relevant experience you have
e explain why you are suitable for the job

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,
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| am writing to express my interest in a part-time job advertised in the "City Times"
newspaper. | am a student and | am looking for a job to earn some money during my
studies.

| have some experience working in a shop last summer. | helped customers and
arranged products on the shelves. It was a small clothes shop. | learned how to deal
with customers and be responsible.

| think | am suitable for this job because | am hardworking and quick to learn. | am
available to work in the evenings and on weekends, which | believe would be helpful for
your company. | am also good with people and friendly.

| look forward to hearing from you soon.
Yours faithfully,

Li Wei

My Two Cents: Alright, Li Wei! You've nailed the basics here — you told them what kind
of job you're after, gave a peek at your past experience, and explained why you'd be a
good fit. The tone is formal enough, which is good. To boost this up, try to connect your
experience more directly to the specific job you're applying for, rather than just listing it.
Also, aim for a bit more varied vocabulary and sentence structures to make your points
flow even better. But for a solid start, this gets the job done!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to apply for a part-time position that | saw advertised in the "Daily News" on
[Date of advertisement]. | am currently a university student seeking a flexible role that
will allow me to continue my studies while gaining valuable work experience.

In terms of relevant experience, | spent three months last summer working as a sales
assistant at "Fashion Hub," a local clothing boutique. My duties included assisting
customers with their purchases, managing inventory, and maintaining the display area.
This role helped me develop strong customer service skills and an understanding of
retail operations.
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| believe | am a strong candidate for this position due to my proactive attitude and
eagerness to learn. My previous experience has equipped me with practical skills in
customer interaction and teamwork. Furthermore, my university timetable provides
significant availability in the evenings and on weekends, which | understand are peak
hours for your business. | am confident | can contribute positively to your team.

Thank you for considering my application. | look forward to the possibility of an
interview.

Yours faithfully,

Li Wei

My Two Cents: This is a much stronger application, Li Wei! You started off perfectly by
mentioning where and when you saw the ad — always a good formal touch. Your
experience at "Fashion Hub" is now clearly linked to relevant skills, which is fantastic.
Explaining how your availability fits their "peak hours" is super smart and shows you've
thought about their needs. Your vocabulary is solid, and the flow is much smoother. To
edge even higher, you could weave in a slightly more complex sentence structure here
and there, but truly, this is a very convincing and well-organized letter!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to express my keen interest in the part-time sales associate position, as
advertised in the "Evening Standard" on [Date of advertisement]. As a highly motivated
university student, | am actively seeking a challenging role that not only complements
my academic schedule but also offers an opportunity to leverage my customer service
skills within a dynamic retail environment.

My professional background includes a three-month tenure as a retail assistant at
"Urban Threads," a busy independent clothing store, where | was responsible for
customer engagement, merchandise presentation, and point-of-sale operations. This
experience honed my ability to handle customer inquiries efficiently, resolve minor
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issues independently, and contribute to a positive shopping atmosphere, often under
fast-paced conditions.

| am particularly confident in my suitability for this role given my demonstrated
enthusiasm for providing exceptional service and my adaptability. My current university
commitments ensure substantial availability during weekday evenings and throughout
weekends, aligning perfectly with peak trading hours. Moreover, | am a quick learner
with a strong work ethic and a genuine passion for engaging with people, traits which |
believe are paramount in a customer-facing role.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | am eager to discuss how my skills and
availability can benefit your team and welcome the opportunity for an interview at your
earliest convenience.

Yours faithfully,

Li Wei

My Two Cents: Oh, now THIS is how you apply for a job, Li Wei! From the get-go, you
sound incredibly professional and keen. Details like "three-month tenure," "honed my
ability," and "paramount in a customer-facing role" are just pure gold — they scream
confidence and a strong vocabulary. You've perfectly linked your experience to the
demands of the job, and explaining how your availability "aligns perfectly” with their
peak hours is just brilliant. Your sentences are varied and complex, your ideas flow
seamlessly, and you've basically convinced them to hire you before they've even
finished reading. Absolute masterclass!

Letter 4: Inviting a Friend to Your Home
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 2, Writing Task 1

You recently moved to a new house. You are writing a letter to an old friend inviting
them to stay with you. In your letter:

e describe your new house
e explain why you like it
e suggest some activities you could do together
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Band 6.5 Response
Dear Tom,

How are you? | hope you are doing well. | wanted to tell you that | moved to a new
house last month.

It is @ small house but it has a nice garden. It has two bedrooms and a big living room.
The kitchen is new and very modern. It is in a quiet area near the park.

| like this house because it is very peaceful. The garden is good for relaxing and having
coffee. It is also closer to my work, so | save time on travel. | enjoy living here.

| want to invite you to come and stay with me for a few days. We can relax in the garden
and cook some food. We can also visit the park or go to the cinema. It would be fun to
spend time together.

Let me know when you can come.
Best wishes,

Sarah

My Two Cents: Alright, Sarah! You've got all the essential ingredients here: you
described the house, explained why you like it, and threw out some fun activity ideas.
Good job keeping it friendly for an old pal. To level up, try to get a bit more descriptive
with your language — instead of "nice garden," maybe "charming little garden." And think
about making your sentences a bit more varied. But hey, your friend would totally get
the message and probably be excited to visit!

Band 7 Response

Dear Tom,
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Hope you're doing great! I'm finally settled into my new place and wanted to tell you all
about it — and invite you to come visit, of course!

My new house is a cozy semi-detached property located in a quiet residential area, just
a stone's throw from the city's botanical gardens. It's got two spacious bedrooms, a
bright open-plan living room, and a newly renovated kitchen that's perfect for cooking up
a storm. The best part is probably the small, but private, backyard garden, which is
already looking quite green.

| really love this house because of its peaceful atmosphere and the great natural light it
gets. Plus, it's incredibly convenient for my commute to work, which has given me back
so much free time! The garden is also a huge bonus — it's just big enough for some
outdoor dining and relaxing.

So, how about you come and stay for a long weekend sometime soon? We could
definitely enjoy some barbecues in the garden if the weather's good. We could also
explore the botanical gardens, maybe catch a movie, or just chill out, play some board
games, and catch up properly.

Let me know what your availability looks like. I'm really looking forward to catching up!
Warmly,

Sarah

My Two Cents: Excellent, Sarah! This is a super inviting letter. You've given a much
more vivid picture of your new digs ("cozy semi-detached," "stone's throw," "cooking up
a storm"). Your reasons for liking it are clear, and those activity suggestions sound
genuinely fun. You've used good linking words and phrases, and the tone is perfectly
natural for a friend. To really impress, you could experiment with a few more complex
sentence structures, but honestly, this letter is already making me want to pack my bags
and visit!

Band 8 Response

Dear Tom,
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Long time no chat, mate! Exciting news: I've finally moved into my dream place, and I'm
absolutely itching for you to come and experience it firsthand!

My new abode is a charming, newly renovated cottage nestled in a surprisingly tranquil
neighbourhood, yet conveniently close to the city centre. It boasts two generously sized
bedrooms, a wonderfully bright open-concept living area, and a state-of-the-art kitchen
that's practically begging for us to unleash our culinary prowess. The real gem, though,
is the secluded, south-facing garden — it's an absolute sun trap, perfect for lazy
afternoons.

What truly captivates me about this house is its serene ambiance and the abundance of
natural light that floods every room. Beyond the aesthetics, its proximity to both my
workplace and public transport links has dramatically improved my daily routine,
affording me a greater sense of work-life balance. And that garden? It's quickly become
my sanctuary, ideal for unwinding with a book or hosting a casual barbecue.

Given all this, | was hoping you'd consider spending a long weekend with me in the near
future! We could definitely fire up the grill, perhaps explore the nearby nature trails, or
even venture into town for that new art exhibition you mentioned. Alternatively, we could
simply kick back, revisit our old favourite films, and catch up on everything.

Do let me know your availability; I'm genuinely looking forward to hearing from you and
sharing my new home!

Warmest regards,

Sarah

My Two Cents: Wow, Sarah, this letter is a masterpiece of invitation! "My dream place,’
"absolutely itching," "unleash our culinary prowess," "absolute sun trap" — your
descriptive language is just fantastic and totally draws the reader in. You've seamlessly
connected why you like the house to its benefits (more free time, sanctuary). Your
activity suggestions sound incredibly appealing, and the entire letter flows with such
natural ease and sophistication. The blend of formal politeness (for an invitation) with
genuine warmth for a friend is spot-on. This is a brilliant example of a Band 8 letter —
concise, detailed, and utterly convincing!

Letter 5: Requesting a Reference
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Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 1, Writing Task 1
You are applying for a job and need a reference. Write a letter to your former employer
asking them to write a reference for you. In your letter:

e explain what job you are applying for
e say what experience and skills they could mention
e offer to provide any information they might need

Band 6.5 Response
Dear Mr. Smith,

| hope you are well. | am writing to you because | am applying for a new job and | need
a reference.

| am applying for a position as a Marketing Assistant at ABC Company. It is a good
opportunity for me to develop my career.

You could mention my good work at your company. | worked there for two years as a
sales representative. | was good at talking to customers and reaching my sales targets.
| also helped organize events.

Please let me know if you can write a reference for me. | can send you my CV or any
other information you need.

Thank you for your time.
Yours sincerely,

John Davis

My Two Cents: Alright, John! You've got the key info in there: what job, what
experience, and offering to help. The tone is respectful, which is important for a former
boss. To really make this shine, try to be a bit more specific about how your sales and
event skills would help you in the new marketing role. Also, work on varying your
sentence beginnings a bit — sometimes repetition can make it less engaging. But
you've clearly stated your request, which is the main thing!

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 20



Band 7 Response
Dear Mr. Smith,

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing to respectfully request a professional
reference from you in support of a job application.

| am currently applying for the role of Marketing Assistant at ABC Company. This is a
fantastic opportunity for me to advance my career in a dynamic industry that aligns with
my long-term professional goals.

During my two years as a Sales Representative at your company, | believe my strong
communication skills and dedication to achieving targets would be particularly relevant
for this marketing position. Specifically, my experience in direct customer engagement
and my involvement in organizing promotional events for product launches could be
highlighted. | also developed strong teamwork skills while working with the sales team.

| understand you are busy, so please let me know if you would be able to provide this
reference. | have attached my updated CV for your convenience, and | am more than
happy to provide the job description or any further details you might require.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Yours sincerely,

John Davis

My Two Cents: John, this is a solid request! You've stepped up your formality with
"respectfully request" and clearly explained why this new job is a "fantastic opportunity."
You've also done a better job of connecting your past skills to the new job's
requirements, which is super smart. Attaching your CV and offering specific documents
shows you're thinking ahead. To hit that Band 8, you could refine some phrasing to be
even more natural and sophisticated, but this is a very effective and polite request!
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Band 8 Response
Dear Mr. Smith,

| trust this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. | am writing to humbly request
your professional endorsement as | pursue a significant career advancement
opportunity.

| am currently in the process of applying for the position of Marketing Assistant at ABC
Company, a role which | believe represents a pivotal step in my professional trajectory
within the digital marketing sector. The company's innovative approach to brand
strategy particularly resonates with my career aspirations.

From my tenure as a Sales Representative at [Previous Company Name] over the past
two years, | believe certain experiences would be highly pertinent for this marketing
role. Specifically, my proven ability to cultivate client relationships and consistently
exceed sales targets speaks directly to the persuasive communication required in
marketing. Additionally, my active participation in the planning and execution of our
annual product launch campaigns provided invaluable exposure to strategic brand
promotion and event coordination, skills that are directly transferable.

| fully appreciate your busy schedule, and to facilitate this request, | have attached my
comprehensive CV along with the detailed job description for the Marketing Assistant
role. Please do not hesitate to inform me if any further information, such as specific
examples or dates, would be beneficial for your endorsement.

Thank you immensely for your time and continued support. | am truly grateful for your
consideration.

Yours sincerely,

John Davis

My Two Cents: Boom! John, this letter is pure class! "Humbly request your
professional endorsement" — wow, that's Band 8 language right there. You haven't just
listed a job; you've explained why it's "a pivotal step" and how it "resonates with your
career aspirations." You've perfectly linked your past experience ("cultivate client
relationships," "consistently exceed sales targets," "invaluable exposure") to the exact
needs of a marketing role. Offering your "comprehensive CV" and "detailed job
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description" shows incredible foresight and professionalism. This letter is polished,
persuasive, and utterly convincing — a prime example of top-tier writing!

Letter 6: Complaining About a ServiceSource: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 3,
Writing Task 1

You recently had a meal at a local restaurant. You were not satisfied with the meal.
Write a letter to the manager of the restaurant. In your letter:

e explain why you are writing
e describe the problems with the meal
e suggest what you would like the restaurant to do

Band 6.5 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to complain about a meal | had at your restaurant last night, "The Grand
Bistro." | was very unhappy with the food.

| ordered the grilled salmon. The salmon was very dry and overcooked. The vegetables
were cold. Also, the sauce was too salty. My friend ordered a steak, and it was also not
cooked properly, it was too rare for her.

| would like you to improve your food quality. Maybe you can train your chefs better. |
also think you should offer me a refund for my meal because it was not good.

| look forward to your reply.
Yours faithfully,

Anna Smith

My Two Cents: Alright, Anna, you've definitely gotten your complaint across! You stated
your reason for writing, pinpointed the issues with your meal, and even suggested a
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solution. Good job using "Dear Sir or Madam" for a formal complaint. To refine this, try
to be a bit more polite and constructive, even when complaining. Also, work on
making your sentences flow a bit more smoothly — some feel a little choppy. But hey,
they'll know exactly what went wrong!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to express my dissatisfaction with a meal | experienced at your restaurant,
"The Grand Bistro," yesterday evening, [Date of visit]. As a regular patron, | was
particularly disappointed with the quality of the food.

| ordered the grilled salmon, which was unfortunately very dry and noticeably
overcooked. Furthermore, the accompanying seasonal vegetables were cold, and the
sauce proved to be excessively salty, masking the intended flavour. My dining
companion's steak was also problematic, having been served significantly rarer than
requested, despite her specific preference for medium-well.

Given this disappointing experience, | would appreciate it if you could investigate these
issues with your kitchen staff to ensure such problems do not recur. Additionally, |
believe a partial refund for our meals, or perhaps a complimentary meal on our next
visit, would be an appropriate gesture of goodwiill.

| look forward to your prompt response regarding this matter.
Yours faithfully,

Anna Smith

My Two Cents: Anna, this is a much more polished complaint! You've started by
establishing yourself as a "regular patron," which adds weight. Your description of the
food issues is much more detailed and specific, using better vocabulary ("noticeably
overcooked," "excessively salty"). Your suggestions for improvement are also more
politely phrased and professional ("investigate these issues," "appropriate gesture of
goodwill"). The letter flows really well. For an even higher score, you could play with
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more complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and effective complaint
letter.

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally register my profound disappointment regarding a recent dining
experience at your esteemed establishment, "The Grand Bistro," on the evening of
[Date of visit]. Having been a loyal customer for several years, | felt compelled to bring
these matters to your immediate attention.

My order, the grilled salmon, arrived remarkably dry and severely overcooked, leading
to a rather unappetising texture. Compounding this, the supposedly seasonal
vegetables were served stone-cold, and the accompanying sauce was so
overwhelmingly salty that it completely obliterated any other flavour. To add to our
dismay, my companion's steak, despite a specific request for medium-well, was
presented as exceptionally rare, making it almost inedible for her.

In light of these significant shortcomings, | would urge you to conduct an internal review
of your kitchen operations and staff training to prevent future recurrences of such
issues. As a gesture of rectification, | would expect a full refund for both meals.
Alternatively, a substantial credit towards a future dining experience, coupled with a
sincere assurance of improved quality, would be appreciated.

| trust you will take this feedback seriously and act swiftly to address these concerns. |
await your considered response within the coming days.

Yours faithfully,

Anna Smith

My Two Cents: Oh, Anna, this is how you make a complaint that demands attention!
"Profound disappointment,”" "esteemed establishment," "compelled to bring these
matters to your immediate attention" — your vocabulary is just superb and perfectly
formal. You haven't just listed problems; you've described the impact of those
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problems ("unappetising texture," "obliterated any other flavour," "almost inedible").
Your suggestions are clear, firm, and leave no room for ambiguity. The command of
complex sentence structures and seamless flow is spot-on for a Band 8. This letter
doesn't just complain; it compels action. Excellent!

Letter 7: Asking for Help with a Problem
Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 1, Writing Task 1

You are studying at a college and you have a problem with your accommodation. Write
a letter to the accommodation officer at the college. In your letter:
e explain what the problem is

e say how this problem is affecting you
e suggest what you would like the accommodation officer to do

Band 6.5 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to complain about a problem with my room in the college dormitory. My
room number is 305, Block B.

The problem is that the heating in my room is not working properly. It is very cold at
night, and | cannot sleep well. Also, the window does not close tightly, so cold air comes

inside.

This problem is affecting my studies because it is difficult to concentrate when | am cold.
| am also feeling tired because | cannot get enough sleep. | am worried | might get sick.

| would like you to send someone to fix the heating and the window as soon as possible.
It is important for me to have a warm room to study and rest.

Thank you for your help.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 26



Yours faithfully,
Omar Hassan

My Two Cents: Omar, you've clearly stated your problem and how it's messing with
your comfort and studies — good job! You also gave a direct request for a fix. The tone is
appropriate for the accommodation officer. To improve, try using a slightly wider range
of vocabulary and connect your ideas with a few more sophisticated linking words. Right
now, some sentences are a little short and separate. But hey, they'll know exactly what
needs fixing!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to report a significant issue with my accommodation in the college
dormitory, specifically room number 305, Block B.

The primary problem is that the heating system in my room appears to be
malfunctioning. Despite turning it to the highest setting, the room remains consistently
cold, particularly during the evenings. Additionally, one of the windows does not seal
properly, allowing a draught to enter, which further exacerbates the low temperature.

This persistent cold is significantly impacting my well-being and academic performance.
| am finding it extremely difficult to sleep due to the cold, and the uncomfortable
temperature makes concentrating on my studies almost impossible. | am concerned that
prolonged exposure to these conditions might also lead to health issues.

| would be grateful if you could arrange for a maintenance technician to inspect and
repair the heating and the faulty window at your earliest convenience. A warm and
secure environment is crucial for my comfort and ability to focus on my coursework.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Yours faithfully,
Omar Hassan
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My Two Cents: Excellent work, Omar! You've used more precise language like
"significant issue" and "appears to be malfunctioning," which sounds very professional.
You've also done a better job explaining the impact of the the cold — "significantly
impacting my well-being and academic performance" is strong. Your request is clear
and polite. To push for an 8, you could refine some of the phrasing to be even more
natural and perhaps vary your sentence structures more strategically. But this is a very
strong, well-reasoned complaint!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to bring to your urgent attention a persistent and highly disruptive issue
concerning my accommodation at the college dormitory, room 305, Block B.

The central problem revolves around the complete inadequacy of the heating system
within my room; despite repeated adjustments, the temperature consistently remains
unacceptably low, especially during the colder evening hours. Furthermore, the window
in my room is evidently compromised, failing to provide a proper seal, which results in a
continuous and chilling draught that renders the room profoundly uncomfortable.

These adverse conditions are profoundly detrimental to both my academic pursuits and
my general health. The inability to achieve a comfortable sleeping temperature has led
to disturbed sleep patterns, consequently impairing my concentration during lectures
and study sessions. Moreover, | am increasingly concerned about the potential for
respiratory issues or other illnesses arising from prolonged exposure to such a cold
environment.

| would be extremely grateful if you could prioritise dispatching a qualified maintenance
technician to thoroughly assess and rectify both the malfunctioning heating system and
the faulty window mechanism without delay. Ensuring a habitable and conducive living
environment is absolutely paramount for my well-being and academic success here at
the college.

Thank you for your immediate attention to this critical matter.

Yours faithfully,
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Omar Hassan

My Two Cents: Omair, this letter is a masterclass in making a formal complaint! "Urgent
attention," "persistent and highly disruptive issue," "profoundly detrimental" — your
vocabulary is on point and conveys the seriousness perfectly. You've clearly linked the
problem to its direct consequences on your studies and health. Your request is assertive
yet polite ("prioritise dispatching," "thoroughly assess and rectify"). The control of
complex sentences and seamless flow are outstanding. This letter doesn't just state a
problem; it effectively argues for immediate action. Band 8, no doubt about it!

Letter 8: Asking for Leave from Work
Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 2, Writing Task 1

You work for an international company. You want to ask for a week's leave to attend a
family wedding in another country. Write a letter to your manager. In your letter:
e explain why you want to take leave

e give the dates you want to take leave
e  say how your work will be covered while you are away

Band 6.5 Response
Dear Mr. Johnson,

| am writing to request one week of leave from work. My sister is getting married in
India, and | want to attend her wedding.

| would like to take leave from July 10th to July 17th. | will return to work on July 18th.

While | am away, my colleague, Sarah, can cover my urgent tasks. | will finish all my
important work before | go. | will also check my emails sometimes.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,
Priya Sharma
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My Two Cents: Priya, you've definitely gotten your request across here! You explained
why, gave the dates, and mentioned a colleague for cover. The tone is polite enough for
your manager. To make this stronger, try to be a bit more professional in how you
describe the work cover — "Sarah can cover my urgent tasks" is okay, but "l will ensure
that all my urgent tasks are handled by..." sounds better. Also, think about more varied
sentence structures to improve the flow. But hey, it's clear what you need!

Band 7 Response
Dear Mr. Johnson,

| am writing to formally request a period of leave from work to attend an important family
event overseas.

My sister's wedding is scheduled to take place in India, and as a close family member,
my presence is essential. This is a significant occasion for my family, and | am eager to
be there to celebrate with them.

| would like to request leave for one week, specifically from Monday, July 10th, to
Monday, July 17th, inclusive. | would then be back in the office, ready to resume my
duties, on Tuesday, July 18th.

To ensure a smooth workflow during my absence, | have already discussed my
upcoming projects with Sarah Chen from my team. She has kindly agreed to manage
any urgent queries or tasks that may arise. Prior to my departure, | will complete all
outstanding work and prepare a detailed handover document for Sarah, outlining key
responsibilities and ongoing projects. | will also have limited access to email for truly
critical matters.

Thank you for considering my request.
Yours sincerely,

Priya Sharma

My Two Cents: Priya, this is a much more professional and well-thought-out request!
You've used great formal phrasing like "formally request a period of leave" and "my
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presence is essential." You've also given clear, specific dates. The best part is your
proactive approach to covering your work — "discussed my upcoming projects with
Sarah Chen," "detailed handover document" — that really shows responsibility. This
letter flows beautifully with good linking phrases. To get to an 8, you could aim for even
more sophisticated vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence structures, but this is
already a very persuasive and polite letter!

Band 8 Response
Dear Mr. Johnson,

| am writing to formally request a period of absence from work to attend a significant
family occasion abroad.

My sister's wedding is scheduled to take place in India during the week of July, and as a
pivotal family event, my presence is not only desired but genuinely indispensable. This
celebration holds immense personal significance, and | am keen to fully participate in
the festivities with my family.

| would be grateful if | could be granted leave for one full week, commencing on
Monday, July 10th, and concluding on Monday, July 17th, inclusive. | anticipate
returning to the office and resuming all my responsibilities on Tuesday, July 18th.

To ensure seamless operational continuity during my absence, | have already
meticulously planned and prepared. All my current projects are on track for completion
before my departure, and | have coordinated extensively with Sarah Chen, my
colleague, who has graciously agreed to cover my urgent responsibilities.

Furthermore, | will compile a comprehensive handover document detailing project
statuses, key contacts, and any potential issues, which | will share with her prior to my
leave. | will also maintain intermittent access to my company email for any truly
exceptional circumstances.

Thank you for your understanding and favourable consideration of this request.

Yours sincerely,
Priya Sharma

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 31



My Two Cents: Priya, this letter is a masterclass in professional communication!
"Formally request a period of absence," "pivotal family event," "genuinely indispensable
— your vocabulary is incredibly precise and sophisticated. You've thought through every
angle, especially the work coverage, describing it as "meticulously planned" and
involving a "comprehensive handover document." That shows incredible foresight and
responsibility. Your sentences are beautifully varied and complex, making the entire
letter flow with authority and politeness. This isn't just a request; it's a perfectly executed
professional communication. Bravo, Band 8 for sure!

Letter 9: Giving Feedback on an Event
Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 4, Writing Task 1

You recently attended a local event in your area that you enjoyed. Write a letter to the
event organizer. In your letter:

e explain what the event was
e say what you enjoyed about it
e suggest how it could be improved in the future

Band 6.5 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to give feedback about an event | attended recently. It was the "Summer
Music Festival" in Central Park on Saturday.

| really enjoyed the music. There were many good bands, and the atmosphere was very
lively. | also liked the food stalls, they had many choices. It was a fun day for me and my
friends.

| think you could improve some things. The queues for the toilets were too long, so
maybe you need more toilets. Also, it was hard to find a parking spot, so more parking
information would be good.

Thank you for organizing the event.

Yours faithfully,
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David Lee

My Two Cents: Alright, David, you've hit the main points: what event, what you liked,
and some ideas for improvement. You've kept it polite enough. To really elevate this, try
to be a bit more specific with your praise and suggestions — instead of "many good
bands," maybe mention a specific genre or a performance that stood out. Also, work on
making your sentences a bit more varied and less choppy. But hey, your feedback is
clear and appreciated!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to provide feedback regarding the recent "Summer Music Festival" that took
place in Central Park last Saturday, [Date]. Overall, | thoroughly enjoyed the event and
wish to commend your organizational efforts.

| was particularly impressed by the diverse range of musical acts, which catered to
various tastes and created a fantastic, lively atmosphere. The variety and quality of the
food stalls were also a highlight, offering delicious options for everyone. My friends and |
had a truly enjoyable day, and it was clear that a great deal of effort went into its
planning.

While the event was largely successful, | do have a couple of suggestions for future
improvements. Firstly, the queues for the restroom facilities were exceptionally long,
indicating a need for more portable toilets or better management of existing ones.
Secondly, finding adequate parking proved to be quite challenging, so perhaps clearer
signage or pre-event information about parking options would be beneficial for
attendees.

Thank you once again for organizing such a wonderful community event. | look forward
to next year's festival.

Yours faithfully,

David Lee
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My Two Cents: David, this is a much more detailed and constructive piece of feedback!
You started with proper commendation, which is always smart. Your praise for the music
and food is more specific and enthusiastic ("diverse range," "fantastic, lively
atmosphere," "delicious options"). Your suggestions for improvement are also much
more polite and actionable ("indicating a need for," "clearer signage or pre-event
information"). The flow is smooth with good linking words. To reach a Band 8, you might
aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary or more intricate sentence structures, but
this is a very strong and helpful feedback letter!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to extend my sincere commendation and provide constructive feedback
regarding the exceptionally well-organised "Summer Music Festival" held in Central
Park last Saturday, [Date]. As an active member of the local community, | truly
appreciated the opportunity to participate in such a vibrant event.

What particularly resonated with me was the eclectic mix of musical talent on display;
the seamless transition between genres and the high calibre of performances created
an incredibly engaging and dynamic atmosphere throughout the day. Furthermore, the
thoughtfully curated selection of diverse food vendors added immensely to the overall
experience, offering a delightful culinary journey alongside the music. My companions
and | found the entire event to be an outstanding success, clearly a testament to
meticulous planning.

Despite the overwhelming success, | would like to offer two minor suggestions for
consideration in future iterations of the festival. Firstly, the restroom facilities, while
present, appeared insufficient to accommodate the substantial crowd, leading to
unacceptably long queues. Addressing this with a greater provision of units or more
efficient crowd management would significantly enhance attendee comfort. Secondly,
navigation to suitable parking options presented a considerable challenge; clearer
pre-event communication regarding available parking areas or even shuttle services
from designated zones would be invaluable.

Thank you again for your considerable efforts in orchestrating such a memorable
community gathering. | eagerly anticipate the next festival.

Yours faithfully,
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David Lee

My Two Cents: David, this letter is absolutely superb! "Sincere commendation,"
"exceptionally well-organised," "eclectic mix of musical talent," "thoughtfully curated
selection" — your vocabulary is incredibly rich and precise. You've gone beyond just
saying you "enjoyed" it, you've explained why with vivid detail. Your suggestions for
improvement are not just stated, but elaborated upon, showing thoughtful analysis
("unacceptably long queues," "considerable challenge"). The flow is impeccable, and
the control of complex sentence structures is simply brilliant. This letter is not just
feedback; it's a sophisticated analysis of an event. Band 8, hands down!

Letter 10: Applying for a Course
Source: Cambridge IELTS 14, Test 1, Writing Task 1

You are writing to apply for a course at a college. Write a letter to the admissions tutor.
In your letter:

e explain which course you would like to apply for

e describe your academic qualifications and relevant experience

e explain why you are interested in this course
Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to apply for a course at your college. | am interested in the "Introduction to
Business Management" course that starts in September.

| finished high school last year. My grades were good in English and Maths. | also
worked part-time in a local shop for six months, where | helped with sales and talked to

customers.

| want to do this course because | want to learn about business. | hope to open my own
business in the future. | think this course will teach me important skills.

Thank you for considering my application.

Yours faithfully,
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Chen Li

My Two Cents: Alright, Chen Li, you've definitely gotten your application started! You've
clearly stated the course, mentioned your qualifications, and given a good reason for
applying. The tone is appropriate for an admissions tutor. To elevate this, try to make a
stronger connection between your past experience and the course's content. Also, work
on varying your sentence structures a bit more to make your points flow together more
smoothly. But hey, the main message is loud and clear!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally apply for admission to the "Introduction to Business
Management" course, which is scheduled to commence in September at your esteemed
institution.

Regarding my academic background, | successfully completed my secondary education
last year, achieving strong grades in subjects pertinent to business, such as Economics
and Mathematics. In terms of practical experience, | spent six months working as a
sales assistant at "Local Grocer," where | was responsible for customer service,
inventory management, and basic financial transactions. This role provided me with
valuable insight into retail operations.

My interest in this particular course stems from my long-term ambition to establish and
manage my own small business. | believe that the comprehensive curriculum of the
"Introduction to Business Management" course will provide me with a solid foundation in
key areas such as marketing, finance, and operations, all of which are crucial for my
entrepreneurial aspirations.

Thank you for considering my application. | look forward to hearing from you regarding
my admission.

Yours faithfully,
Chen Li
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My Two Cents: Excellent work, Chen Li! You've used more formal and precise
language like "formally apply for admission" and "esteemed institution." You've also
done a much better job of linking your part-time experience directly to business skills.
Explaining your long-term ambition ("establish and manage my own small business")
really strengthens your "why." The letter flows well, and your vocabulary is solid. To hit
that Band 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated phrasing or strategically
incorporate more complex grammatical structures, but this is a very strong and
persuasive application!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally submit my application for enrolment in the "Introduction to
Business Management" course, scheduled to commence in September at your highly
regarded institution. | am particularly drawn to this program as it aligns perfectly with my
burgeoning entrepreneurial aspirations.

Academically, | successfully completed my secondary education with commendable
distinctions in subjects such as Economics, Business Studies, and Advanced
Mathematics. Supplementing my academic pursuits, | gained invaluable practical
experience during a six-month tenure as a sales and operations assistant at "The Green
Market," a thriving local enterprise. In this role, | actively managed inventory, facilitated
customer transactions, and contributed to merchandising strategies, thereby cultivating
a foundational understanding of commercial dynamics and customer relations.

My profound interest in this specific course arises from my unwavering ambition to
establish and lead my own enterprise in the near future. | am convinced that the
comprehensive modules offered within the "Introduction to Business Management"
curriculum — particularly those focusing on strategic planning, financial management,
and marketing principles — will furnish me with the requisite theoretical knowledge and
practical frameworks essential for navigating the complexities of the business world. |
believe this program is pivotal to transforming my entrepreneurial vision into a tangible
reality.

Thank you for your careful consideration of my application. | am eager to contribute to
your academic community and welcome the opportunity for an interview.

Yours faithfully,
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Chen Li

My Two Cents: Chen Li, this letter is absolutely brilliant! "Formally submit my
application for enrolment," "highly regarded institution," "burgeoning entrepreneurial
aspirations" — your vocabulary is incredibly rich and precise, setting a fantastic tone.
You've gone beyond listing qualifications; you've highlighted how your experience at
"The Green Market" gave you "invaluable practical experience" and "cultivated a
foundational understanding." Your "why" is powerfully articulated, showing deep thought
about your future and how the course is "pivotal." The flow is impeccable, and your
command of complex sentence structures is outstanding. This is a Band 8 application
through and through!

Letter 11: Inviting a Foreign Friend to Your Country
Source: Cambridge IELTS 14, Test 2, Writing Task 1

You have a friend who lives in another country. You would like to invite him/her to visit
your country. Write a letter to your friend. In your letter:

e explain why you want him/her to visit
e suggest some places to visit and things to do
e oOffer to help with arrangements

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Maria,

How are you? | hope you are fine. | am writing to invite you to visit my country, Canada.

| want you to visit because | miss you very much. We haven't seen each other for a long
time. It would be great to spend time together and catch up.

You could visit Toronto, which is a big city with many shops and restaurants. We could
also go to Niagara Falls, it is very beautiful. We can go hiking in the mountains if you
like nature.

| can help you with your visa application if you need. | can also pick you up from the

airport.
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Let me know when you can come.

Love,
David

My Two Cents: Alright, David! You've got the essentials down: a warm invitation, some
classic sights, and an offer of help. You've definitely kept that friendly vibe. To elevate
this, try to add a bit more detail and enthusiasm when describing the places and
activities. Also, consider combining some of those shorter sentences to create a
smoother flow. But your friend would totally feel the love and get the message!

Band 7 Response
Dear Maria,

Hope you're doing well! It feels like ages since we last saw each other, and I've been
really missing our chats. That's why I'm writing to invite you to come and visit me here in
Canada! I'd absolutely love for you to experience my country and for us to spend some
proper quality time together.

If you decide to come, we could start by exploring Toronto, our vibrant capital city, with
its diverse neighbourhoods, fantastic restaurants, and cultural attractions like the CN
Tower. From there, a trip to the breathtaking Niagara Falls is an absolute must — the
sheer power of it is incredible! If you're up for something more adventurous, we could
head out to the Rocky Mountains for some stunning hikes and fresh air.

Please don't worry about the logistics. | can certainly help you with any visa paperwork
you might need assistance with. Of course, I'd be more than happy to pick you up from

the airport when you arrive, and you're welcome to stay at my place while you're here.

Let me know if this sounds like something you'd be interested in, and what dates might
work for you. I'm really looking forward to the possibility of seeing you!

Warmly,
David
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My Two Cents: David, this is a much more inviting and engaging letter! You've
expressed your desire for her visit more clearly ("absolutely love for you to experience
my country"). Your descriptions of places are more vivid ("vibrant capital city,"
"breathtaking Niagara Falls," "stunning hikes"). Your offer of help is specific and
reassuring. The tone is perfectly friendly yet persuasive. To push for an 8, you could aim
for even more sophisticated transitions between ideas or perhaps a slightly broader
range of complex sentence structures, but this is already a fantastic and warm
invitation!

Band 8 Response
Dear Maria,

It feels like an eternity since we last properly caught up, and I've been desperately
missing our lively conversations! That's precisely why I'm penning this letter — I'm
extending an absolutely heartfelt invitation for you to come and explore Canada, and
more importantly, for us to reconnect and create some unforgettable new memories!

If you were able to make the journey, | envision an incredible itinerary. We could kick
things off in Toronto, immersing ourselves in its incredible multicultural tapestry, from its
world-class museums to its bustling Kensington Market. A non-negotiable, of course,
would be a day trip to the majestic Niagara Falls, perhaps even venturing behind the
falls for a truly immersive experience! For a dose of nature's grandeur, a few days
exploring the pristine beauty of the Canadian Rockies, complete with some scenic hikes
and wildlife spotting, would be truly unparalleled.

Please don't let any logistical hurdles deter you. I'm more than prepared to assist with
your visa application process, navigating any complexities that might arise. Naturally, I'd
be delighted to meet you at the airport upon your arrival, and my guest room here is
fully prepared for your comfortable stay.

Do let me know your thoughts on this, and if any particular time of year might work for
you. I'm genuinely thrilled at the prospect of your visit!

Much love,
David
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My Two Cents: David, this letter is a masterpiece of invitation! "Desperately missing our
lively conversations," "absolutely heartfelt invitation," "unforgettable new memories" —
your language is incredibly warm and draws the reader in. You've painted a truly
enticing picture of Canada, with specific activities that sound amazing ("immersing
ourselves in its incredible multicultural tapestry," "venturing behind the falls," "pristine
beauty"). Your offer of help is thorough and incredibly reassuring. The flow is seamless,
and the command of complex sentences and rich vocabulary is outstanding. This letter
is not just an invite; it's an irresistible proposal for an adventure. Band 8, no question!

Letter 12: Complaining About a Public Service
Source: Cambridge IELTS 14, Test 4, Writing Task 1

You reqularly use a public car park in your town. You have recently noticed that it is
often full and you have difficulty finding a space. Write a letter to the manager of the car
park. In your letter:

e explain the problem

e say how this problem affects you

e suggest some possible solutions
Band 6.5 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,
| am writing to complain about the public car park on Park Street. | use it every day, but
it is often full.
Recently, | cannot find a parking space there. | have to drive around many times, and

sometimes | am late for work. It makes me stressed and wastes my time.

| think you should do something. Maybe you can make the car park bigger or build
another one. You could also make a special area for people who work nearby.

| hope you can help with this problem.
Yours faithfully,

John Davies
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My Two Cents: Alright, John, you've definitely gotten your complaint across! You stated
the problem, explained how it's affecting you, and even threw out a couple of ideas for
solutions. Good job keeping it direct. To improve, try to be a bit more formal and
objective in your tone, even when complaining. Also, work on varying your sentence
structures to make the letter flow more smoothly. But hey, they'll know about the parking
woes!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to express my concern regarding the increasing difficulty in finding a
parking space at the public car park on Park Street, which | use regularly as a local
resident and commuter.

Lately, it has become a frequent occurrence that the car park is completely full,
particularly during weekday mornings and early afternoons. This consistently forces me
to spend a considerable amount of time circling the area in search of an available spot,
often resulting in me being late for work appointments. This situation is causing me
significant inconvenience and unnecessary stress.

To address this ongoing issue, | would like to suggest a few potential solutions for your
consideration. Perhaps an expansion of the current car park could be explored, or the
development of a new multi-storey facility in the vicinity. Alternatively, implementing a
dedicated permit system for local employees or residents during peak hours might
alleviate some of the pressure.

| trust you will take this matter seriously and consider these suggestions. | look forward
to your response.

Yours faithfully,
John Davies

My Two Cents: John, this is a much more detailed and professional complaint! You've

clearly identified the problem and specified when it's happening ("particularly during
weekday mornings"). You've also done a better job explaining the impact ("considerable
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amount of time circling," "significant inconvenience and unnecessary stress"). Your
solutions are more specific and practical. The tone is appropriately formal, and the letter
flows well. To hit that Band 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary or
more complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and well-reasoned
complaint!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally register my serious concern regarding the increasingly untenable
parking situation at the public car park located on Park Street, a facility | rely upon daily
for my commute.

In recent months, it has become an alarming and recurrent issue that the car park is at
full capacity, particularly during weekday business hours. This consistent lack of
available spaces invariably results in me spending a considerable and frustrating
amount of time circling the vicinity, often causing me to be unacceptably late for
professional commitments. The cumulative effect of this problem is not only significant
wasted time but also considerable daily stress and inconvenience.

To mitigate this pervasive issue, | would respectfully propose several potential remedies
for your consideration. Foremost, an assessment of the feasibility of expanding the
existing car park's capacity or the construction of a new multi-storey parking structure in
a strategic location within the town centre could be explored. Furthermore,
implementing a preferential parking scheme or a staggered pricing model during peak
hours for local residents and employees might effectively manage demand.

| urge you to give this critical matter your urgent attention, as it significantly impacts the
daily lives of numerous regular users. | anticipate a prompt and considered response
outlining your proposed course of action.

Yours faithfully,
John Davies

My Two Cents: John, this letter is a masterclass in making a formal complaint! "Formally
register my serious concern, " "alarming and

increasingly untenable parking situation,
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recurrent issue" — your vocabulary is incredibly strong and precise, conveying the
seriousness perfectly. You've clearly linked the problem to its direct consequences
("unacceptably late for professional commitments," "significant wasted time,"
"considerable daily stress"). Your solutions are well-thought-out and strategically
presented. The control of complex sentences and seamless flow are outstanding. This
letter doesn't just complain; it compels action and serious consideration. Band 8, without
a doubt!

Letter 13: Requesting Support for a Community Project
Source: Cambridge IELTS 15, Test 1, Writing Task 1

You are involved in organizing a community project in your area. Write a letter to the
local council. In your letter:

e explain what the project is
e say what you hope to achieve
e explain what help you need from the council

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to tell you about a new community project that we are starting in our area. It
is called "Green Streets Project.”

Our project wants to make our streets cleaner and plant more trees. We hope to make
our neighbourhood look better and be more environmentally friendly. We want to make
a nicer place for everyone to live.

We need some help from the council. We need permission to plant trees in public areas.
We also need some money to buy plants and tools. Maybe you can give us some
advice too.

Thank you for your time.

Yours faithfully,
Maria Chen
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My Two Cents: Alright, Maria, you've definitely laid out the basics here: what your
project is, what you aim to do, and what you need from the council. Good job with the
clear introduction. To kick this up a notch, try to be a bit more specific about the benefits
of your project — how will "nicer place" translate into tangible improvements? Also, work
on varying your sentence structures a bit to make the letter flow more smoothly. But hey,
the council will get the gist!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing on behalf of our local residents' association to introduce a new community
initiative, "The Green Streets Project," which we are planning for our neighbourhood.

The primary aim of this project is to significantly enhance the aesthetic appeal and
environmental sustainability of our local streets. We intend to organize regular clean-up
drives, establish community gardening plots, and plant a substantial number of trees in
public spaces. Our hope is to foster a greater sense of community pride and improve air
quality, thereby creating a healthier and more pleasant environment for all residents.

To successfully implement this project, we would greatly appreciate the council's
support. Specifically, we require official permission to plant trees in designated public
areas, and we are seeking financial assistance to cover the costs of purchasing plants,
tools, and protective equipment. Furthermore, any guidance or expert advice from your
environmental department would be invaluable.

Thank you for considering our proposal. We believe this project will bring significant
benefits to our community.

Yours faithfully,
Maria Chen

My Two Cents: Maria, this is a much more professional and well-developed request!
You've used more formal phrases like "on behalf of our local residents' association" and
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"significantly enhance the aesthetic appeal." You've also done a better job of explaining
the tangible benefits of the project — "foster a greater sense of community pride and
improve air quality." Your requests for help are specific and polite. The letter flows well
with good linking phrases. To hit that Band 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated
vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and
persuasive appeal for support!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing on behalf of the [Your Local Residents' Association Name] to formally
present a comprehensive proposal for a new community-driven initiative, "The Green
Streets Project," aimed at revitalising our local neighbourhood.

The core objective of this ambitious project is to transform our communal spaces by
implementing a series of systematic clean-up campaigns, establishing vibrant
community gardens, and undertaking extensive tree-planting initiatives in public areas.
Our aspiration is to not only dramatically improve the visual amenity of our streets but
also to cultivate a stronger sense of civic pride, enhance local biodiversity, and
contribute significantly to improved air quality, ultimately creating a more sustainable
and aesthetically pleasing environment for all residents.

To ensure the successful execution and long-term sustainability of "The Green Streets
Project," we are earnestly seeking the indispensable support of the local council.
Specifically, we require formal authorisation for all tree-planting activities on
council-owned land. Furthermore, we are requesting a substantial financial grant to
facilitate the acquisition of necessary horticultural supplies, tools, and public liability
insurance. Any technical guidance or logistical assistance from your parks and
recreation department would also be profoundly beneficial.

Thank you for your thorough consideration of this vital community endeavour. We are
confident that with your backing, this project will yield considerable and lasting benefits

for our residents.

Yours faithfully,
Maria Chen
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My Two Cents: Maria, this letter is a masterclass in making a formal proposal!
"Formally present a comprehensive proposal," "ambitious project,” "dramatically
improve the visual amenity," "cultivate a stronger sense of civic pride" — your vocabulary
is incredibly rich and precise, setting a fantastic tone. You've gone beyond just stating
objectives; you've explained the broader impact and benefits. Your requests for help are
highly specific and professional, clearly outlining what's needed. The flow is impeccabile,
and your command of complex sentence structures is outstanding. This letter doesn't
just ask for help; it presents a compelling case for investment. Band 8, no doubt!

Letter 14: Arranging a Meeting
Source: Cambridge IELTS 15, Test 2, Writing Task 1

You are a member of a sports club and want to arrange a meeting with the manager to
discuss some improvements. Write a letter to the manager. In your letter:

e explain why you want to meet

e suggest some improvements

e suggest a suitable time and day to meet
Band 6.5 Response

Dear Mr. Stevens,

| am writing to ask for a meeting with you. | am a member of the club, my name is Alex
White. | want to talk about how to make our club better.

| think we need to fix the changing rooms because they are old. Also, the swimming
pool is sometimes too crowded. Maybe we can have more classes for beginners.

| would like to meet next week. Is Tuesday afternoon at 3 pm okay for you? Or maybe
Wednesday morning at 10 am?

Thank you for your time.

Yours sincerely,
Alex White
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My Two Cents: Alright, Alex, you've definitely put your request out there! You stated
your reason, gave some improvement ideas, and suggested meeting times. Good job
identifying yourself as a club member. To improve, try to be a bit more formal and
specific about the problems and how they affect members. Also, work on combining
some of those shorter sentences for a smoother flow. But hey, the manager will know
you want to chat!

Band 7 Response
Dear Mr. Stevens,

| am writing to respectfully request a meeting with you to discuss potential
improvements for our sports club. As a long-standing member, | am keen to contribute
positively to the club's development.

| have observed a few areas where improvements could significantly enhance the
experience for all members. Firstly, the changing room facilities appear somewhat
outdated and could benefit from a renovation to improve cleanliness and amenities.
Secondly, the swimming pool can become quite overcrowded during peak hours, which
sometimes impacts the enjoyment of swimmers. Lastly, | believe introducing more
beginner-friendly classes for sports like tennis or badminton would encourage new
members.

| would be grateful if you could spare some time to meet with me next week. Would
Tuesday afternoon at 3:00 PM or Wednesday morning at 10:00 AM be suitable for your
schedule? If not, please suggest an alternative time that works best for you.

Thank you for your consideration. | look forward to the opportunity to discuss these
matters further.

Yours sincerely,

Alex White
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My Two Cents: Alex, this is a much more professional and well-structured request!
You've used more formal language like "respectfully request" and established your
commitment as a "long-standing member." Your suggestions are clearer and framed as
positive enhancements ("significantly enhance the experience"). Offering alternative
meeting times is always a thoughtful touch. The letter flows well with good linking
phrases. To hit that Band 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary or
slightly more complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and polite meeting
request!

Band 8 Response
Dear Mr. Stevens,

| am writing to respectfully request a meeting with you at your earliest convenience to
discuss a series of proposed enhancements for our sports club. As an active and
dedicated member, | am genuinely invested in ensuring the continued optimal
experience for all club members.

Having been a member for several years, I've observed a few areas where strategic
improvements could yield significant benefits. Primarily, the current changing room
facilities appear somewhat antiquated and would undoubtedly benefit from a
comprehensive modernisation project to enhance hygiene and general user comfort.
Additionally, the swimming pool's capacity during peak usage times frequently leads to
considerable overcrowding, diminishing the overall enjoyment and safety for swimmers.
Finally, | believe the introduction of an expanded schedule of introductory classes
across various sports, such as squash or table tennis, would serve to attract new
members and foster greater participation.

| would be most grateful if you could allocate some time next week to deliberate these
points. Would Tuesday, [Date], at 3:00 PM, or Wednesday, [Date], at 10:00 AM, align
with your schedule? Should these times prove unsuitable, please do propose an
alternative that fits your availability.

Thank you for your valuable time and consideration of these important matters. | eagerly
anticipate the opportunity to discuss these suggestions in detail.

Yours sincerely,
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Alex White

My Two Cents: Alex, this letter is truly outstanding! "Respectfully request a meeting... at
your earliest convenience," "series of proposed enhancements," "genuinely invested in
ensuring the continued optimal experience" — your vocabulary is incredibly sophisticated
and professional. You haven't just listed problems; you've explained the impact of those
problems ("diminishing the overall enjoyment and safety"). Your suggestions are clear,
well-justified, and framed as strategic improvements. The control of complex sentences
and seamless flow are impeccable. This letter is not just a request; it's a compelling
argument for positive change. Band 8, absolutely!

Letter 15: Asking for Information about a Tour
Source: Cambridge IELTS 15, Test 3, Writing Task 1

You are going to go on a short holiday. You saw an advertisement for a guided tour of a
local area. Write a letter to the tour company. In your letter:

e explain where you are going on holiday and when
e ask for detailed information about the tour
e ask about the cost and booking arrangements
Band 6.5 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,
| am writing to ask for information about your guided tour. | saw your advertisement in a

travel magazine.

| am going on holiday to [Town/City Name] from August 5th to August 12th. | want to
learn about the history of the area.

Could you please tell me more about the tour? What places do you visit? How long is
the tour? Is there a guide? What kind of transport is used?

Also, how much does the tour cost? And how can | book it? Do | need to pay in
advance?

| look forward to your reply.
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Yours faithfully,
Emily White

My Two Cents: Alright, Emily, you've definitely put your inquiry out there! You stated
your holiday plans, and asked for some good details about the tour and booking. Good
job using "Dear Sir or Madam" for a formal inquiry. To level up, try to make your
questions flow a bit more naturally, perhaps by grouping related queries. Also, work on
varying your sentence structures a bit more. But hey, they'll know exactly what you're
asking about!

Band 7 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to request further information regarding your guided tour of [Local Area
Name], which | recently saw advertised in "Wanderlust Magazine." | am planning a short
holiday and your tour sounds like a perfect addition.

| will be visiting [Town/City Name] from August 5th to August 12th, and | am particularly
interested in exploring the historical and cultural aspects of the region. Your tour seems
ideal for gaining a comprehensive understanding of the area.

Could you please provide detailed information about the tour itinerary? Specifically, |
would like to know which historical sites and landmarks are included, the duration of the
tour, and the type of transportation used. Furthermore, | would appreciate clarification
on whether the tour is led by a qualified local guide.

Regarding the financial aspects, could you please inform me about the total cost per
person? Additionally, | would like to understand the booking process: is advance
payment required, and what is your cancellation policy?

| look forward to receiving this information at your earliest convenience.

Yours faithfully,
Emily White
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My Two Cents: Emily, this is a much more polished and detailed inquiry! You've clearly
stated your holiday plans and shown a specific interest in the historical and cultural
aspects. Your questions are much more specific and well-organized ("tour itinerary,"
"qualified local guide," "cancellation policy"). The tone is appropriately formal, and the
letter flows smoothly. To push for an 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated
vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and
comprehensive inquiry!

Band 8 Response
Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing with reference to your advertised guided tour of [Local Area Name], which
piqued my interest when featured in a recent edition of "Wanderlust Magazine." | am
currently planning a short leisure trip and believe your tour could provide a highly
enriching experience.

My travel plans involve a visit to [Town/City Name] from August 5th to August 12th, and
| am keen to immerse myself in the distinctive historical and cultural tapestry of the
region. Your guided tour appears to be an ideal vehicle for achieving a profound and
insightful understanding of the local heritage.

Could you please furnish me with comprehensive details concerning the tour itinerary?
Specifically, | would appreciate clarification on the precise landmarks and historical sites
visited, the overall duration of the excursion, and the type of transportation provided.
Furthermore, could you confirm if the tour is conducted by a certified local historian or
an equally knowledgeable guide?

In terms of logistical arrangements, | would be grateful for an elucidation of the total cost
per participant. Additionally, | require precise information regarding the booking
procedure: is an upfront deposit or full payment required, and what are the stipulated
terms and conditions of your cancellation policy?

| eagerly anticipate receiving a detailed response to my queries at your earliest
convenience.

Yours faithfully,
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Emily White

My Two Cents: Emily, this letter is a masterclass in making a formal inquiry! "Piqued my
interest," "highly enriching experience," "immerse myself in the distinctive historical and
cultural tapestry," "profound and insightful understanding" — your vocabulary is
incredibly rich and precise. You've clearly articulated why you're interested and then
followed up with perfectly detailed and comprehensive questions about the itinerary and
booking. The tone is impeccably formal, and the command of complex sentence
structures and seamless flow is outstanding. This letter doesn't just ask questions; it

demonstrates sophistication and clear purpose. Band 8, absolutely!

Letter 16: Applying for a Volunteer Position
Source: Cambridge IELTS 15, Test 4, Writing Task 1

You want to apply for a volunteer position at a local animal shelter. Write a letter to the
manager of the shelter. In your letter:

e explain why you are writing
e describe any relevant experience you have
e explain why you are suitable for the position

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to apply for a volunteer job at your animal shelter. | love animals very much
and | want to help them.

| have a pet dog at home. | take care of him every day, feed him, and walk him.
Sometimes, | also helped my friend with her cat when she was away.

| think | am suitable because | am responsible and kind. | am good with animals and |
have free time on weekends. | can help with cleaning or walking dogs.
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| look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Kim

My Two Cents: Alright, Sarah, you've definitely put your interest out there and
highlighted your love for animals! You've given a peek at your experience and stated
why you think you're a good fit. To elevate this, try to be a bit more specific about how
your experience with your dog and friend's cat translates into skills useful for a shelter.
Also, work on varying your sentence structures a bit more for smoother flow. But hey,
your passion for animals is clear!

Band 7 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to express my keen interest in volunteering at your esteemed animal
shelter. | have a strong passion for animal welfare and am eager to contribute my time
and effort to support your valuable work.

While | do not have formal professional experience in an animal shelter, | have
extensive personal experience caring for pets. | have owned and cared for a dog for the
past five years, taking full responsibility for its feeding, grooming, exercise, and overall
well-being. Additionally, | regularly assist friends and family with pet-sitting their cats and
dogs, which has further developed my understanding of animal behaviour and needs.

| believe | am an ideal candidate for a volunteer position due to my reliability, gentle
approach with animals, and genuine commitment to their care. | am available to
volunteer for several hours on weekends and can assist with various tasks, including
dog walking, cleaning kennels, feeding animals, and providing companionship. | am
also a quick learner and happy to undertake any necessary training.

Thank you for considering my application. | am very much looking forward to the
possibility of joining your team.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Kim

My Two Cents: Sarah, this is a much more detailed and persuasive application! You've
clearly expressed your "keen interest" and "strong passion." You've also done a much
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better job of explaining how your personal experience translates into relevant skills for
the shelter ("extensive personal experience," "full responsibility," "developed my
understanding"). Your availability and willingness to learn are also clear. The tone is
appropriately formal, and the letter flows well. To hit that Band 8, you could aim for even
more sophisticated vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence structures, but this is
a very strong and heartfelt application!

Band 8 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally express my profound interest in dedicating my time and efforts
as a volunteer at your highly reputable animal shelter. Having followed your
commendable work in animal welfare for some time, | am eager to contribute
meaningfully to your mission.

While my background does not include professional veterinary or shelter experience, |
possess substantial practical expertise in animal care derived from several years of
responsible pet ownership. For instance, | have diligently cared for my own canine
companion for over five years, encompassing all aspects of their daily needs, including
diet management, rigorous exercise routines, and behavioural training. Furthermore, |
frequently undertake comprehensive pet-sitting duties for a variety of cats and dogs
belonging to friends and family, which has further refined my intuitive understanding of
animal communication and welfare.

| am convinced that my unwavering dedication to animal well-being, coupled with my
innate patience, reliability, and strong work ethic, make me an exceptionally suitable
candidate for a volunteer role. My consistent availability on weekends, for several hours,
means | can reliably assist with tasks ranging from walking and socialising dogs to
maintaining kennel hygiene and providing essential companionship. | am also highly
adaptable and committed to undertaking any necessary training to maximise my
contribution.

Thank you for considering my application. | eagerly anticipate the opportunity to discuss
how | can contribute to your invaluable work.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Kim

My Two Cents: Sarah, this letter is an absolute gem! "Formally express my profound
interest," "highly reputable animal shelter," "commendable work," "contribute
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meaningfully" — your vocabulary is incredibly rich and professional. You've brilliantly
explained how your "substantial practical expertise" from personal pet care is directly
relevant to shelter work. Your passion, reliability, and commitment are highlighted
beautifully, making you sound like a dream volunteer. The flow is seamless, and your
command of complex sentence structures and nuanced phrasing is outstanding. This
isn't just an application; it's a compelling case for why you're an indispensable asset.
Band 8, for sure!

Letter 17: Complaining About a Product
Source: Cambridge IELTS 16, Test 1, Writing Task 1

You recently bought an electronic product which has stopped working. Write a letter to
the shop manager. In your letter:

e explain what the product is and when you bought it
e (describe the problem with the product
e say what you would like the shop to do

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to complain about an electronic product | bought from your shop last week.
It is a [Brand Name] portable speaker. | bought it on [Date of purchase].

The speaker is not working now. It stopped playing music yesterday. | tried to charge it,
but it still does not turn on. There is no sound.

| would like a refund for the speaker. Or, if not, | want a new one. | have the receipt.
| look forward to your reply.

Yours faithfully,
Michael Brown

My Two Cents: Alright, Michael, you've definitely laid out your complaint clearly here!
You stated what the product is, when you bought it, and what's wrong. Good job
mentioning you have the receipt — that's crucial! To make this even stronger, try to be a
bit more specific about the steps you took to troubleshoot (e.g., "I've tried charging it
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with different cables..."). Also, work on varying your sentence structures a bit to improve
the flow. But hey, they'll know exactly what the problem is!

Band 7 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to express my dissatisfaction with an electronic product, a [Brand Name]
portable Bluetooth speaker (Model: [Model Number]), which | purchased from your store
on [Date of purchase].

The device initially worked well, but it has now completely ceased to function. As of
yesterday, it no longer powers on, despite multiple attempts to charge it using the
provided adapter and alternative cables. There is no indication of power, and no sound
output whatsoever. | have ensured that the issue is not related to the charging source or
any user error.

Given that the product is clearly faulty and has stopped working within such a short
period since purchase, | would appreciate it if you could either provide a full refund or a
replacement unit. | have retained the original receipt (Transaction ID: [if applicable]) as
proof of purchase.

| look forward to your prompt response and a resolution to this matter.

Yours faithfully,
Michael Brown

My Two Cents: Michael, this is a much more detailed and professional complaint!
You've provided specific product details and clarified what steps you took ("multiple
attempts to charge it... ensured the issue is not related to... user error"). Your request is
clear and polite. The tone is appropriately formal, and the letter flows smoothly with
good linking phrases. To push for an 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated
vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and
well-reasoned complaint!

Band 8 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally register my considerable disappointment with a recent purchase
from your establishment: a [Brand Name] portable Bluetooth speaker, Model [Model
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Number], which | acquired on [Date of purchase]. The product has, regrettably,
developed a significant malfunction within a remarkably short period.

The speaker, which performed adequately for the first few days, ceased to operate
entirely yesterday. Despite my diligent attempts to troubleshoot the issue — including
utilising the original charging cable, alternative power outlets, and a factory reset — the
device exhibits no signs of life; it will not power on, and there is no auditory output
whatsoever. This immediate and complete failure is entirely unexpected for a product of
this nature.

In light of this premature and fundamental defect, | must insist on either a full monetary
refund or an immediate replacement of the faulty unit. | retain the original purchase
receipt, [Transaction ID or Receipt Number], as proof of ownership and the transaction
details.

| trust you will afford this matter your prompt attention and propose a satisfactory
resolution without delay. | await your considered response.

Yours faithfully,
Michael Brown

My Two Cents: Michael, this letter is an absolute masterclass in making a formal
complaint! "Formally register my considerable disappointment,” "regrettably, developed
a significant malfunction," "diligent attempts to troubleshoot" — your vocabulary is
incredibly strong and precise, conveying the seriousness perfectly. You've clearly
articulated the "premature and fundamental defect" and your specific demands ("insist
on either a full monetary refund or an immediate replacement"). The control of complex
sentences and seamless flow are outstanding. This letter doesn't just complain; it
asserts your consumer rights with polish and authority. Band 8, for sure!

Letter 18: Responding to a Newspaper Advertisement

Source: Cambridge IELTS 16, Test 2, Writing Task 1

You have seen an advertisement in a newspaper for a course. Write a letter to the
course organizer. In your letter:

e explain what course you are interested in
e ask for more information about the course content
e ask about the schedule and cost
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Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to ask about the "Digital Photography for Beginners" course. | saw your
advertisement in the "Evening Post" newspaper last week.

| want to know what | will learn in this course. Will it teach me how to use my camera?
Will it talk about photo editing software?

Also, when does the course start? What days are the classes? How much does it cost?
Thank you for your help.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Lee

My Two Cents: Alright, Sarah, you've definitely gotten your inquiry out there! You stated
the course you're interested in and asked some good questions about content,
schedule, and cost. Good job mentioning where you saw the ad. To level up, try to make
your questions a bit more detailed and specific, showing you've thought about it. Also,
work on combining some of those shorter questions into smoother sentences. But hey,
they'll know you're keen!

Band 7 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to request further information regarding the "Digital Photography for
Beginners" course, which | recently saw advertised in the "Evening Post" newspaper. |
am very interested in enrolling and developing my photography skills.

Could you please provide more detailed information about the course content?
Specifically, | would like to know if the course covers practical camera operation for
various models, principles of composition, and introductory techniques for digital image
editing software. Understanding these areas would help me assess its suitability for my
current needs.

Regarding the logistical aspects, | would appreciate clarification on the course schedule.
What are the specific dates and times of the classes, and how long does the entire

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 59



course run? Additionally, please inform me of the total cost of the course, including any
materials or equipment fees.

| look forward to receiving this information at your earliest convenience.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Lee

My Two Cents: Sarah, this is a much more detailed and professional inquiry! You've
clearly stated your interest and shown you've thought about the course content by
asking specific questions ("practical camera operation," "principles of composition,"
"introductory techniques"). Your questions about schedule and cost are also very clear
and comprehensive. The tone is appropriately formal, and the letter flows smoothly. To
push for an 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary or slightly more
complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and comprehensive inquiry!

Band 8 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing with keen interest to request comprehensive information regarding your
"Digital Photography for Beginners" course, which | recently noted with enthusiasm in
the "Evening Post" newspaper. | am eager to enhance my foundational photography
skills and believe your program could be an ideal fit.

Could you please furnish me with a detailed outline of the course content? | am
particularly interested in ascertaining whether the curriculum encompasses practical
instruction on camera functionalities (applicable to various DSLR and mirrorless
models), fundamental principles of photographic composition, and an introduction to
industry-standard digital image editing software, such as Adobe Lightroom or
Photoshop. A clear understanding of these modules would be invaluable in assessing
the course's alignment with my learning objectives.

With regard to the logistical framework, | would be grateful for precise details
concerning the course schedule. Specifically, what are the commencement and
conclusion dates, the frequency and duration of individual sessions, and the total length
of the program? Furthermore, please provide a comprehensive breakdown of the
associated costs, including tuition fees, materials, and any potential additional charges.

| eagerly anticipate your prompt response and the provision of these details.
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Yours faithfully,
Sarah Lee

My Two Cents: Sarah, this letter is a masterclass in making a formal inquiry! "Keen
interest," "comprehensive information," "noted with enthusiasm," "ideal fit" — your
vocabulary is incredibly rich and precise, setting a fantastic tone. You've gone beyond
basic questions by asking specifically what the curriculum "encompasses" and how it
"aligns with my learning objectives." Your questions about the schedule and cost are
also beautifully detailed and professional. The tone is impeccably formal, and the
command of complex sentence structures and seamless flow is outstanding. This letter
doesn't just ask questions; it demonstrates sophistication and clear purpose. Band 8,
absolutely!

Letter 19: Asking for Information about a Visit

Source: Cambridge IELTS 16, Test 4, Writing Task 1

You are going to visit another country as part of your studies. You need to write a letter
to the family you will be staying with. In your letter:

e introduce yourself and explain why you are coming to their country
e give some information about your interests and hobbies
e ask some questions about the family or the local area

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Johnson,

My name is Adams White and | am writing to you because | will be staying with you in
Australia as part of my studies. | am a university student from Australia. | will come on

10/12/2026.

| like to read books and watch movies. | also like to play football with my friends. In my
free time, | like to listen to music.

Can you tell me about your family? Do you have any children? What do you like to do in
the local area? Are there any good shops or parks nearby?

| am excited to meet you.

Sincerely,
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Adams White

My Two Cents: Alright, future visitor! You've introduced yourself and explained your
reason for coming, which is great. You also gave a quick peek at your interests and
asked some basic questions. The tone is polite. To make this shine, try to add a bit
more detail to your interests to make yourself sound more engaging, and maybe
combine some of those shorter questions for a smoother flow. But hey, they'll know
who's coming!

Band 7 Response

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Johnson,

My name is Adams White, and | am writing to you with great anticipation, as |
understand | will have the pleasure of staying with your family in Australia from 10/12/26
to 15/06/2027. | am a university student from Australia, participating in a study
exchange program focused on Mechanical Engineering.

To give you a brief introduction, | am an enthusiastic individual with a passion for
reading historical novels and exploring different film genres. In my leisure time, |
particularly enjoy playing football and discovering new music from around the world. |
also have a keen interest in experiencing local cultures and traditions.

| would be grateful if you could share a little about your family; for instance, do you have
any children or pets? I'm also curious about the local area — are there any particularly
interesting cultural sites, natural parks, or community events that you would recommend
exploring during my stay?

Thank you for your kindness in hosting me. | am very much looking forward to meeting
you and immersing myself in your local culture.

Sincerely,
Adams White

My Two Cents: This is a much more engaging and informative introduction! You've
used great phrases like "great anticipation" and "pleasure of staying with your family."
Your interests are more detailed and sound more appealing ("passion for reading
historical novels," "discovering new music"). Your questions are more specific and show
a genuine interest in them and the local area. The tone is warm and appropriately
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formal. To push for an 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary or more
complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and welcoming introductory letter!

Band 8 Response

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Johnson,

| am writing to you with immense anticipation, as | understand | will have the distinct
pleasure of being hosted by your family in Australia from 10/12/2026 to 15/06/2027, as
part of my [Name of Program] study exchange program focusing on [Your Field of
Study] at [University Name].

To provide a brief insight into my personality, | am a keenly inquisitive individual with a
profound appreciation for literature, particularly historical fiction, and a diverse palate for
international cinema. Beyond academics, my leisure pursuits include participating in
amateur football leagues and diligently curating a collection of contemporary global
music. | also possess a genuine fascination with cultural immersion and experiencing
authentic local traditions.

| would be immensely grateful if you could share a little about your family dynamics,
perhaps mentioning any children or beloved pets. Additionally, | am eager to learn about
the local environs: are there any particularly significant historical landmarks, picturesque
natural reserves, or unique community gatherings you would recommend exploring
during my stay? Furthermore, are there any dietary considerations or cultural nuances |
should be particularly mindful of?

Thank you profoundly for your generosity in welcoming me into your home. | am truly
looking forward to meeting you all and fully embracing the cultural richness of your
region.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]

My Two Cents: This letter is an absolute masterpiece of introduction! "Immense
anticipation," "distinct pleasure of being hosted," "keenly inquisitive individual,"
"profound appreciation" — your vocabulary is incredibly rich and precise, setting a
fantastic impression. You've gone beyond simple interests, explaining how you engage
with them ("diligently curating a collection"). Your questions are not just detailed but
show incredible thoughtfulness and respect ("cultural nuances," "dietary
considerations"). The tone is impeccably polite and warm, and the command of complex
sentence structures and seamless flow is outstanding. This letter isn't just an

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 63



introduction; it's a perfectly crafted gesture of appreciation and eagerness. Band 8, for
sure!

Letter 20: Asking for Advice About a Course

Source: Cambridge IELTS 17, Test 1, Writing Task 1

You are thinking of studying at a college in another country. Write a letter to a friend who
lives in that country. In your letter:

e explain what course you are thinking of studying
e ask for advice about the college
e ask about living in that country

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Ben,

How are you? | am good. | am thinking of studying abroad. | want to study in your
country, in Canada.

| am thinking about a business course, maybe "International Business." What do you
think about the University of Toronto? Is it a good college? Are the teachers good?

Also, how is living in Canada? Is it expensive? Is it easy to find a part-time job? What
about the weather?

Please give me some advice.

Best wishes,
Maria

My Two Cents: Alright, Maria, you've definitely put your thoughts out there and asked
for some good advice from your friend! You've identified the course and country, and
asked key questions about the college and living there. To make this even stronger, try
to add a bit more detail about why you're considering that specific course or university.
Also, work on varying your sentence structures a bit to make the letter flow more
smoothly. But hey, your friend will get the picture and hopefully give you some solid tips!

Band 7 Response

Dear Ben,
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Hope you're doing great! I'm reaching out because I've been seriously considering a big
move — studying abroad! Specifically, I'm thinking about Canada, your neck of the
woods.

I'm currently looking into a postgraduate course in "International Business" at the
University of Toronto. Since you're right there, | was hoping you could give me some
insider advice. What's your honest opinion about the University of Toronto's reputation
for business programs? Are the professors well-regarded, and what's the campus
atmosphere like?

Beyond the academics, I'd really appreciate some insights into daily life in Canada. How
expensive is rent and general living costs in Toronto, for example? Is it relatively easy
for international students to find part-time work to support themselves? And what about
the weather — any tips for surviving those Canadian winters?

Any guidance you could offer would be incredibly helpful as | make this important
decision. Let's catch up properly soon!

Best,
Maria

My Two Cents: Maria, this is a much more detailed and engaging request for advice!
You've made it clear you're "seriously considering a big move" and asked for "insider
advice." Your questions about the university and living in Canada are much more
specific and practical, showing you've really thought about it. The tone is perfectly
friendly yet clearly focused on getting useful information. To push for an 8, you could
aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence
structures, but this is a very strong and helpful inquiry!

Band 8 Response

Dear Ben,

Long time no chat, mate! I'm reaching out because I'm on the cusp of making a pretty
significant life decision, and | was hoping to tap into your Canadian wisdom. I'm
seriously contemplating pursuing further studies abroad, and naturally, your home
country, Canada, has come to the forefront of my considerations!

Specifically, I'm researching a postgraduate program in "International Business," and
the University of Toronto is high on my list. Given your direct experience there, | would

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 65



be immensely grateful for your candid assessment. How does the University of
Toronto's reputation truly stand for business studies? Are the faculty members
renowned within their fields, and what's the overall academic and social environment
like on campus?

Beyond the academic sphere, I'd truly value your practical insights into life in Canada.
Could you shed some light on the typical cost of living in Toronto, particularly regarding
accommodation and general expenses? Is the job market for part-time student
employment reasonably accessible? And, perhaps most crucially for a newcomer, what
genuine advice do you have for adapting to and even thriving in the renowned Canadian
winters?

Any pearls of wisdom you could offer would be absolutely invaluable as | navigate this
crucial decision. Let's schedule a video call soon to discuss this further!

Warmly,
Maria

My Two Cents: Maria, this letter is an absolute gem! "On the cusp of making a pretty
significant life decision," "tap into your Canadian wisdom," "candid assessment,"
"renowned Canadian winters" — your vocabulary is incredibly rich and precise, setting a
fantastic tone. You've gone beyond basic questions, asking for "insider advice" and
"practical insights," showing deep thought. Your desire for details about both the
academic and living experience is clearly articulated. The tone is impeccably friendly yet
professional, and the command of complex sentence structures and seamless flow is
outstanding. This letter isn't just asking for advice; it's a perfectly crafted appeal for
informed guidance. Band 8, for sure!

Letter 21: Asking for Information About a Local Club

Source: Cambridge IELTS 17, Test 2, Writing Task 1

You have recently moved to a new town and want to join a local club. Write a letter to
the club secretary. In your letter:

e explain why you are writing
e ask for information about joining the club
e ask about the club's activities

Band 6.5 Response
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Dear Sir or Madam,

My name is [Your Name], and | recently moved to [Town Name]. | am writing to ask
about your local tennis club. | saw your advertisement on the community board.

| want to join a club to meet new people and play tennis. | love tennis and played it in
my old town.

Can you tell me how to become a member? How much is the membership fee? Do |
need to have a special skill level to join?

What activities does the club have? Do you have competitions or social games? Do you
have lessons?

Thank you for your help.

Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]

My Two Cents: Alright, future club member! You've clearly stated why you're writing,
shown your interest in tennis, and asked some basic questions about joining and
activities. Good job mentioning where you saw the ad. To level up, try to add a bit more
enthusiasm and detail about your past tennis experience. Also, work on varying your
sentence structures a bit to make the letter flow more smoothly. But hey, they'll know
you're keen to join!

Band 7 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

My name is [Your Name], and | recently relocated to [Town Name]. | am writing with
keen interest to inquire about membership in your local tennis club, having noticed your
advertisement on the community noticeboard.

Having played tennis regularly for several years in my previous town, | am eager to
continue my involvement in the sport here. | am also hoping to meet like-minded

individuals and become an active part of the local community.

Could you please provide detailed information regarding the membership process?
Specifically, | would like to know about the different membership categories available,
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the associated annual fees, and any requirements regarding playing experience or
ability level.

Furthermore, | would appreciate an overview of the club's regular activities. Do you
organize competitive leagues, social tournaments, or casual 'mix-in' sessions? Are there
opportunities for coaching or group lessons for adults?

Thank you for your time and assistance. | look forward to your response.

Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]

My Two Cents: This is a much more detailed and professional inquiry! You've clearly
expressed your "keen interest" and explained why you want to join ("meet like-minded
individuals," "active part of the local community"). Your questions about membership
and activities are much more specific and comprehensive ("membership categories,"
"annual fees," "competitive leagues," "casual 'mix-in' sessions"). The tone is
appropriately formal, and the letter flows smoothly. To push for an 8, you could aim for
even more sophisticated vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence structures, but
this is a very strong and comprehensive inquiry!

Band 8 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

My name is [Your Name], and having recently relocated to [Town Name], | am writing to
formally express my profound interest in joining your distinguished local tennis club, of
which | became aware through your recent advertisement on the community
noticeboard.

As an avid tennis enthusiast with over a decade of consistent playing experience in my
previous locality, | am eager to continue my involvement in the sport at a community
level. Beyond the athletic pursuit, my primary objective in seeking membership is to
integrate actively into the local social fabric and forge connections with fellow
enthusiasts.

| would be immensely grateful if you could furnish me with comprehensive details
regarding the membership structure. Specifically, | would appreciate an elucidation of
the various membership tiers available, their respective annual subscriptions, and any
prerequisites concerning playing proficiency or competitive grading.
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Furthermore, | am particularly keen to understand the full scope of the club's
recreational and competitive offerings. Do you regularly organise inter-club leagues or
tournaments? Are there structured social playing sessions, such as 'mix-ins," suitable for
various skill levels? Additionally, | would be interested in information about any coaching
programs or group lessons available to adult members.

Thank you for your time and diligent consideration of my inquiry. | eagerly await your
comprehensive response.

Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]

My Two Cents: This letter is an absolute masterclass in making a formal inquiry!
"Formally express my profound interest," "distinguished local tennis club," "avid tennis
enthusiast," "integrate actively into the local social fabric" — your vocabulary is incredibly
rich and precise, setting a fantastic tone. You've gone beyond basic questions, asking
for "comprehensive details" and "elucidation of the various membership tiers." Your
desire for specific information about activities ("inter-club leagues," "structured social
playing sessions") shows deep engagement. The tone is impeccably formal, and the
command of complex sentence structures and seamless flow is outstanding. This letter
isn't just asking questions; it presents a compelling case for you as an active, engaged
member. Band 8, for sure!

Letter 22: Complaining About a Public Transport Problem

Source: Cambridge IELTS 17, Test 3, Writing Task 1

You recently had a problem using public transport in your city. Write a letter to the
manager of the transport company. In your letter:

e explain what the problem was
e say how this problem affected you
e suggest what the company should do to improve the service

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to complain about a problem | had with your bus service yesterday. It was
bus number 25, at about 5:30 PM.
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The bus was very late, it was about 30 minutes late. | waited a long time at the bus stop.
When it came, it was very crowded, so | could not get a seat.

Because the bus was late, | missed an important meeting at work. It made me angry
and wasted my time. Also, standing on the crowded bus was uncomfortable.

You should make the buses run on time. Maybe you need more buses during busy
hours. Also, tell people if buses are late on the app or at the bus stop.

| hope you can fix this.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Adams

My Two Cents: Alright, Sarah, you've definitely laid out your complaint clearly here! You
stated the bus details, explained the lateness and crowding, and mentioned how it
impacted your work and comfort. Good job giving some clear suggestions. To make this
stronger, try to be a bit more formal and objective in your tone, even when complaining.
Also, work on varying your sentence structures a bit to improve the flow. But hey, they'll
know exactly what went wrong!

Band 7 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to express my dissatisfaction with a recent experience on your public bus
service, specifically bus number 25, yesterday evening at approximately 5:30 PM, from
[Starting Stop] to [Destination Stop].

The primary issue was the severe delay. The bus arrived almost 30 minutes later than
its scheduled time, forcing me to wait for a considerable period at the bus stop. When it
eventually arrived, the bus was excessively crowded, making it impossible to find a seat
and leading to an uncomfortable journey.

This significant delay had a direct negative impact on my professional commitments; |
consequently missed an important business meeting, which caused considerable
inconvenience and potential repercussions at work. Furthermore, the crowded
conditions on the bus made the journey quite unpleasant.

To improve your service, | would strongly suggest implementing stricter adherence to
published timetables, especially during peak hours. Additionally, deploying more buses
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on busy routes during these times would alleviate overcrowding. Finally, providing
real-time updates on delays via your app or at bus stops would greatly assist
passengers in planning their journeys.

| trust you will investigate this matter seriously. | look forward to your response.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Adams

My Two Cents: Sarah, this is a much more detailed and professional complaint! You've
provided specific details about the bus and time, and clearly explained the "severe
delay" and "excessively crowded" conditions. You've also done a better job of explaining
the impact on your "professional commitments" and "considerable inconvenience." Your
suggestions are precise and actionable. The tone is appropriately formal, and the letter
flows smoothly. To push for an 8, you could aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary
or slightly more complex sentence structures, but this is a very strong and
well-reasoned complaint!

Band 8 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally register my profound dissatisfaction with a profoundly disruptive
experience | encountered on your public transport service yesterday, specifically on bus
number 25, which departed from [Starting Stop] at approximately 5:30 PM, destined for
[Destination Stop].

The core issue revolved around a severe and protracted delay; the bus arrived almost
30 minutes behind its scheduled time, necessitating an unacceptably long wait at the
bus stop. Upon its eventual arrival, the vehicle was already considerably overcrowded,
rendering it impossible to secure a seat and forcing passengers into an extremely
uncomfortable and congested environment for the duration of the journey.

This significant service failure had direct and detrimental consequences for my
professional obligations. As a result of the delay, | regrettably missed a critical business
meeting, which caused not only considerable personal inconvenience but also potential
professional repercussions. The uncomfortable conditions on board further exacerbated
the negative impact of the experience.

To preclude such occurrences in the future, | would strongly urge your company to
implement more rigorous protocols for maintaining adherence to published timetables,
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particularly during peak commuting hours. Furthermore, deploying additional vehicles
on high-demand routes during these periods would undoubtedly mitigate overcrowding.
Finally, the provision of accurate, real-time delay updates via your mobile application
and at prominent bus stops would significantly enhance passenger experience and
allow for better travel planning.

| trust you will afford this critical matter your immediate attention and outline the steps
you intend to take to rectify these service deficiencies. | await your considered
response.

Yours faithfully,
Sarah Adams

My Two Cents: Sarah, this letter is an absolute masterclass in making a formal
complaint! "Formally register my profound dissatisfaction," "profoundly disruptive
experience," "severe and protracted delay," "unacceptably long wait" — your vocabulary
is incredibly strong and precise, conveying the seriousness perfectly. You've clearly
articulated the "detrimental consequences" and "potential professional repercussions."
Your suggestions are clear, well-reasoned, and professional, offering practical solutions.
The control of complex sentences and seamless flow are outstanding. This letter
doesn't just complain; it asserts your consumer rights with polish and authority,
demanding a response. Band 8, without a doubt!

Letter 23: Asking for Help with a Volunteer Project

Source: Cambridge IELTS 17, Test 4, Writing Task 1

You are organizing a volunteer project to clean up a local park. Write a letter to the
manager of a local business. In your letter:

e explain what the project is
e say what you hope to achieve
e ask for support from the business

Band 6.5 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to ask for help with a project. My name is [Your Name] and | am organizing
a park clean-up. The park is [Park Name].
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We want to make the park clean and beautiful for everyone. There is a lot of rubbish
there, and we want to pick it up. We hope to make it a better place for families and
children to play.

We need some support from your business. We need money to buy rubbish bags,
gloves, and tools. Also, maybe you can send some of your staff to help us on the day.

Thank you for your time.

Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]

My Two Cents: Alright, future park hero! You've clearly laid out your project, its goals,
and what you need from the business. Good job identifying the park and the basic
request. To make this stronger, try to be a bit more persuasive about why the business
should care — what's in it for them? Also, work on varying your sentence structures a bit
to improve the flow. But hey, they'll know you're looking for help!

Band 7 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to introduce a new community initiative, "The [Park Name] Park Clean-up
Day," which | am organizing for [Date of event]. As a local resident, | am keen to
improve our community green spaces.

The main objective of this project is to thoroughly clean and revitalise [Park Name],
which has unfortunately accumulated a significant amount of litter. By collecting rubbish
and making minor aesthetic improvements, we aim to transform the park into a more
inviting, safe, and enjoyable space for all local families, children, and visitors. Our hope
is to foster a greater sense of community pride and encourage responsible use of public
areas.

To ensure the success of this important volunteer effort, we would be extremely grateful
for your business's support. We are primarily seeking financial sponsorship to purchase
necessary supplies such as heavy-duty rubbish bags, protective gloves, and cleaning
tools. Additionally, if any of your employees would be willing to volunteer their time on
the day of the clean-up, their assistance would be invaluable.
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Thank you for considering our request. We believe this project will bring tangible
benefits to the community and reflect positively on your business.

Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]

My Two Cents: This is a much more professional and persuasive appeal! You've clearly
stated your objective ("thoroughly clean and revitalise") and explained the broader
benefits ("more inviting, safe, and enjoyable space," "foster a greater sense of
community pride"). Your request for support is specific, asking for both financial help
and volunteers. You've also hinted at the positive PR for their business, which is smart!
The tone is appropriately formal, and the letter flows smoothly. To push for an 8, you
could aim for even more sophisticated vocabulary or slightly more complex sentence
structures, but this is a very strong and compelling request!

Band 8 Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing to formally propose a collaborative initiative, "The [Park Name] Community
Revitalisation Day," which | am orchestrating for [Date of event], and to humbly request
the invaluable support of your esteemed local business.

The core objective of this project is to undertake a comprehensive clean-up and
aesthetic enhancement of [Park Name], a vital green space that has regrettably suffered
from considerable litter accumulation. Our vision is to transform this area into an
immaculately maintained, safe, and truly inviting sanctuary for all residents, particularly
families and children. By fostering a renewed sense of civic responsibility and
environmental stewardship, we anticipate a lasting positive impact on our local
community's well-being and pride.

To ensure the resounding success and widespread impact of this significant volunteer
endeavour, we are actively seeking the generous support of your business. Specifically,
a financial contribution to cover the costs of essential supplies, such as industrial-grade
waste bags, robust protective gear, and specialised cleaning equipment, would be
profoundly beneficial. Furthermore, should your corporate social responsibility initiatives
permit, the participation of your employees as volunteers on the day would not only
provide much-needed manpower but also serve as a powerful testament to your
commitment to local community welfare.
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Thank you for your diligent consideration of this proposal. We are confident that your
backing will not only facilitate a highly successful clean-up but also significantly bolster
your business's reputation as a dedicated community partner.

Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]

My Two Cents: This letter is an absolute masterpiece of persuasive writing! "Formally
propose a collaborative initiative," "orchestrating," "humbly request the invaluable
support of your esteemed local business" — your vocabulary is incredibly rich and
professional. You've clearly articulated the vision and long-term impact of the project
("immaculately maintained," "truly inviting sanctuary," "lasting positive impact"). Your
requests for support are highly specific and framed as a "powerful testament to your
commitment." You've perfectly balanced the need for help with the clear benefits for
their business. The control of complex sentences and seamless flow are outstanding.
This letter isn't just asking for support; it's pitching a mutually beneficial partnership.
Band 8, for sure!

Report 1: Pie Charts (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 2, Task 1

The first chart below shows how energy is used in an average Australian household.
The second chart shows the greenhouse gas emissions which result from this energy
use.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Test 1

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The first chart below shows how energy is used in an average Australian
household. The second chart shows the greenhouse gas emissions which
result from this energy use.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The two pie charts illustrate how energy is used in an average Australian household and
the greenhouse gas emissions that result from this energy use.

Overall, heating consumes the most energy, but water heating causes the most
greenhouse gas emissions. Cooling uses the least energy and causes the least
emissions.

In terms of energy use, heating accounts for the largest proportion at 42%. Water
heating is the second largest at 30%. Other appliances use 15% of energy, followed by
refrigeration at 7% and lighting at 4%. Cooling uses the smallest amount of energy at
just 2%.

Regarding greenhouse gas emissions, water heating is the biggest contributor at 32%.
Other appliances come next with 28% of emissions. Refrigeration accounts for 14%,
and heating is responsible for 15%. Lighting causes 8% of emissions, while cooling
produces the least at 3%.

It is clear that the proportion of energy use and emissions is different for some
categories, especially heating and water heating.

(165 words)

My Two Cents: You've done a good job of identifying the main categories and their
proportions in both charts. The overview clearly states the key differences in energy
consumption versus emissions. Your organization is logical, describing each chart
separately. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing proportions and
comparisons (e.g., instead of just "largest," "second largest," think "predominant,"
"significant share"). Also, work on combining some of your shorter sentences to create a
smoother flow and show a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The two pie charts delineate the distribution of energy consumption within an average
Australian household and the corresponding breakdown of greenhouse gas emissions
resulting from these energy uses.

Overall, while heating constitutes the largest proportion of household energy use, it is
water heating that generates the highest percentage of greenhouse gas emissions.
Conversely, cooling accounts for the smallest share in both energy consumption and
emissions.
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In terms of energy allocation, heating dominates, consuming 42% of the total household
energy. Water heating follows as the second largest category at 30%. Other appliances
collectively account for 15%, while refrigeration and lighting represent 7% and 4%
respectively. Cooling utilizes the least amount of energy, contributing a mere 2%.

Turning to greenhouse gas emissions, water heating emerges as the primary culprit,
responsible for 32% of the total. Other appliances contribute a significant 28%, closely
followed by refrigeration at 14%. Interestingly, heating, despite being the largest energy
consumer, accounts for a relatively smaller share of emissions at 15%. Lighting
contributes 8%, and cooling generates the lowest proportion of emissions at 3%.

These figures highlight that the environmental impact of energy use does not directly
correlate with the amount of energy consumed in all categories, particularly for heating
and water heating.

(208 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "constitutes," and "emerges as the primary culprit," which adds
sophistication. Your overview is comprehensive, clearly highlighting the key contrasts.
You've also done a good job of explicitly comparing the categories across both charts,
especially the interesting discrepancy between heating energy use and its emissions.
The flow is much smoother with better linking words. To push for an 8, consider refining
some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex
sentence structure, but this is a very effective analysis.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided pie charts comprehensively delineate the patterns of energy consumption
within an average Australian household and, concurrently, illustrate the proportional
contribution of each energy use category to the total greenhouse gas emissions.

Overall, a striking disparity is evident between energy usage and resultant emissions:
while heating accounts for the largest share of household energy consumption, it is
water heating that is predominantly responsible for greenhouse gas output. Conversely,
cooling consistently represents the smallest proportion in both energy expenditure and
environmental impact.

In terms of energy allocation, heating constitutes the most significant segment,
consuming a substantial 42% of the total household energy. Water heating follows as
the second maijor category, accounting for 30%. Other appliances collectively utilize
15% of energy, with refrigeration and lighting representing 7% and 4% respectively.
Cooling demands the least energy, contributing a mere 2% to the overall consumption.
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Conversely, when examining greenhouse gas emissions, water heating emerges as the
principal contributor, generating 32% of the total. Other appliances are responsible for a
considerable 28%, while refrigeration accounts for 14%. Intriguingly, heating, despite
being the largest energy consumer, contributes a comparatively modest 15% to
emissions. Lighting is responsible for 8%, and cooling generates the lowest proportion
of emissions at 3%.

This data fundamentally underscores that energy-intensive activities do not always
correspond directly to the highest environmental impact in terms of greenhouse gas
emissions, particularly highlighting the disproportionate contribution of water heating
relative to its energy consumption.

(252 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "striking disparity” between
energy use and emissions, which is a key analytical point. Your vocabulary is
consistently sophisticated and varied ("comprehensively delineate," "proportional
contribution," "striking disparity," "predominantly responsible," "energy expenditure,”
"principal contributor," "intriguingly," "comparatively modest," "fundamentally
underscores," "disproportionate contribution"). You've skillfully integrated comparisons
and highlighted the nuances of the data. The cohesion is seamless, and your
command of complex sentence structures is impeccable. The concluding sentence
offers a deep, insightful interpretation of the data's implications. Truly exceptional
work!

Report 2: Tables (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 2, Task 1

The tables below give information about sales of Fairtrade-labelled coffee and bananas
in 1999 and 2004 in five European countries.”

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Test 2

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The tables below give information about sales of Fairtrade*-labelled coffee
and bananas in 1999 and 2004 in five European countries.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Sales of Fairtrade-labelled coffee and bananas (1999 & 2004)

Coffee I 1999 [ 2004
* (millions of euros) | (millions of euros)
in UK 15 I 22
Switzerland 3 6 = i
Denmark 1.8 _2__ B
Belgium 1 1.7 —
N Sweden 0.8 1
Bananas 1999 2004
(millions of euros) | (millions of euros)
Switzerland N —15_ T 47 3
UK S - o o 55
"~ Belgium 06 | 3 i
Sweden 1.8 o 1_
Denmark - - 2 ?9

* Fairtrade: a category of products for which farmers from develeping countries have been paid an
officlally agreed fair price

54
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The tables show sales of Fairtrade-labelled coffee and bananas in 1999 and 2004 in
five European countries.

Overall, sales of both Fairtrade coffee and bananas generally increased over the
five-year period. Switzerland had the highest sales for bananas, while the UK showed a
big increase in coffee sales.

For coffee, the UK had sales of 1.5 million euros in 1999, which increased a lot to 20
million euros in 2004. Switzerland's coffee sales went from 3 million to 6 million euros.
Denmark's sales were 1.8 million in 1999 and 2 million in 2004. Belgium's sales rose
from 1 million to 1.7 million, and Sweden's from 0.8 million to 1 million.

For bananas, Switzerland had the highest sales in both years, increasing from 15 million
euros in 1999 to 47 million euros in 2004. The UK's banana sales also grew from 1
million to 5.5 million euros. Belgium's sales went from 0.6 million to 4 million euros.
However, Sweden's banana sales decreased from 1.8 million to 1 million, and
Denmark's fell from 2 million to 0.9 million euros.

(168 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview of the
general trends for both products. You've also correctly picked out the highest and lowest
sales for each product and noted the significant increase in UK coffee sales. To
improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing increases and decreases
(e.g., "surged," "plummeted," "modest rise"). Also, work on combining some of your
shorter sentences to create a smoother flow and demonstrate a wider range of
grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The tables provide data on the sales of Fairtrade-labelled coffee and bananas,
measured in millions of euros, across five European countries in 1999 and 2004.

Overall, sales of both Fairtrade coffee and bananas generally increased significantly
over the five-year period. Switzerland consistently led in banana sales, while the UK
showed the most dramatic growth in coffee sales, becoming the top market by 2004.

In 1999, Switzerland had the highest coffee sales at €3 million, while Sweden had the
lowest (€0.8 million). By 2004, the UK experienced a remarkable rise from €1.5 million
to €20 million, making it the top seller. Switzerland's sales doubled to €6 million.
Denmark, Belgium, and Sweden saw modest increases in their coffee sales.
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Regarding bananas, Switzerland dominated sales in both years, surging from €15
million in 1999 to €47 million in 2004. The UK also saw substantial growth from €1
million to €5.5 million. Belgium's sales increased significantly from €0.6 million to €4
million. In contrast, Sweden and Denmark experienced declines in banana sales, falling
from €1.8 million to €1 million and €2 million to €0.9 million respectively.

These figures indicate a growing market for Fairtrade products, although not all
countries or product categories experienced uniform growth.

(208 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! Your overview is more
comprehensive, effectively highlighting the key trends and the leading countries for
each product. You've used more precise vocabulary for trends and comparisons
("remarkable rise," "dominated," "surging," "substantial growth," "declines"). You've also
done a good job of explicitly comparing the countries and products. The flow is much
smoother with better linking words, and your data reporting is accurate. To push for an
8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a
slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided tables meticulously delineate the sales figures, in millions of euros, for
Fairtrade-labelled coffee and bananas across five European nations — the UK,
Switzerland, Denmark, Belgium, and Sweden — for the years 1999 and 2004.

Overall, a pervasive upward trajectory characterised the sales of both Fairtrade coffee
and bananas over the five-year period, albeit with considerable variation in growth rates
among countries. Switzerland consistently maintained its pre-eminence in banana
sales, while the UK demonstrated the most dramatic surge in coffee consumption,
fundamentally altering its market position.

In 1999, Switzerland led coffee sales at €3 million, closely followed by Denmark (€1.8
million), Belgium (€1 million), and the UK (€1.5 million), with Sweden registering the
lowest at €0.8 million. By 2004, the landscape had fundamentally shifted, primarily due
to the UK's extraordinary growth, which catapulted its coffee sales from €1.5 million to a
remarkable €20 million, establishing it as the dominant market. Switzerland's sales
doubled to €6 million, while the remaining countries experienced only marginal
increments.

Switzerland's dominance in the Fairtrade banana market was unequivocal, with sales
surging from €15 million in 1999 to €47 million in 2004. The UK also witnessed a
substantial increase, rising from €1 million to €5.5 million, and Belgium's sales grew
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significantly from €0.6 million to €4 million. Conversely, Sweden and Denmark
presented a contrasting trend, experiencing declines in banana sales, with Sweden
falling from €1.8 million to €1 million and Denmark plummeting from €2 million to a mere
€0.9 million.

These figures collectively underscore a burgeoning market for Fairtrade products,
particularly bananas, with Switzerland as a key player. However, the UK's dramatic
embrace of Fairtrade coffee highlights the potential for rapid market expansion in
specific product categories within different national contexts.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "pervasive upward trajectory”
and the "considerable variation" in growth, along with the key players. Your vocabulary
is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineate," "pre-eminence,"
"dramatic surge," "fundamentally shifted," "catapulted," "dominant market," "marginal
increments," "unequivocal," "plummeting," "burgeoning market," "dramatic embrace").
You've skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep,
insightful interpretation in the concluding paragraph. The cohesion is seamless, and
your command of complex sentence structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional
work!

Report 3: Bar Charts (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 3, Task 1

The charts below show what UK graduate and postgraduate students who did not go
into full-time work did after leaving college in 2008.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Writing

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show what UK graduate and postgraduate students who did
not go into full-time work did after leaving college in 2008.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Destination of UK graduates (excluding full-time work) 2008
20,665

30,000

25,000

20,000

17,735

_%i

10,000 -

5,000

Number of graduate students

Part-time work  Voluntary wark  Further study  Unemploymant

Destination of UK postgraduates (excluding full-time work) 2008

8,000 2,725

2,500 -

2,000
1,625

1,500 -

1,000 -

345

500

Mumber of postgraduate students

Part-tima work  Voluntary work  Further study  Unemployment
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The two bar charts show what UK graduates and postgraduates did after college in
2008 if they did not get a full-time job.

Overall, further study was the most common activity for both groups. Unemployment
was also high for graduates, but part-time work was more common for postgraduates.

For graduates, 29,665 went on to further study, which was the highest number.
Part-time work was the second most popular choice with 17,735 students. 16,235
graduates were unemployed. Only 3,500 did voluntary work.

For postgraduates, 2,725 chose further study, making it the top activity. Part-time work
was chosen by 2,535 postgraduates. 1,625 postgraduates were unemployed. Voluntary
work was the least common with only 345 students.

It is clear that a large number of students from both groups chose to continue their
education or work part-time instead of finding full-time employment.

(160 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview of the
main activities for both graduates and postgraduates. You've also correctly picked out
the most and least common destinations. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary
for describing proportions and comparisons (e.g., "predominant," "significant number,"
"minority"). Also, work on combining some of your shorter sentences to create a
smoother flow and demonstrate a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The two bar charts illustrate the destinations of UK graduate and postgraduate students
who did not enter full-time employment after completing their studies in 2008.

Overall, continuing education was the most popular option for both graduates and
postgraduates. However, significant differences existed in the prevalence of other
activities, with part-time work being more common for postgraduates and
unemployment affecting a larger proportion of graduates.

For graduates, the largest group, numbering 29,665, opted for further study. Part-time
employment was the second most common choice, attracting 17,735 individuals. A
considerable number, 16,235, were unemployed, while a much smaller proportion,
3,500, engaged in voluntary work.
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In contrast, postgraduates showed a slightly different distribution. Further study was still
the leading destination for 2,725 students, but part-time work was a very close second,
chosen by 2,535. Unemployment affected 1,625 postgraduates, and voluntary work
remained the least popular option, with only 345 individuals.

These figures indicate that a substantial number of UK university leavers in 2008,
particularly postgraduates, chose to either continue their academic pursuits or engage
in flexible employment rather than seeking immediate full-time work.

(208 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "prevalence," and "considerable number," which adds sophistication.
Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting both similarities and key
differences between the two groups. You've done a good job of explicitly comparing the
categories and making observations about the "significant differences." The flow is
much smoother with better linking words, and your data reporting is accurate. To push
for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps
integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical
control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided bar charts comprehensively delineate the post-graduation activities of UK
university students in 2008 who did not immediately transition into full-time employment,
segmenting the data by graduate and postgraduate cohorts.

Overall, a striking commonality was the pre-eminence of further study as the primary
destination for both graduates and postgraduates. However, notable divergences
emerged in other categories, with part-time work being a significantly more prevalent
choice for postgraduates, while unemployment affected a considerably larger absolute
number of graduates.

Among graduates, the largest contingent, comprising 29,665 individuals, opted to
pursue additional academic qualifications. Part-time employment attracted the second
highest number, with 17,735 students. A substantial proportion, 16,235, found
themselves in unemployment, whereas voluntary work constituted a comparatively
minor pathway, engaging only 3,500 graduates.

Conversely, postgraduates exhibited a slightly different distribution of post-college
activities. Further study remained the leading destination for 2,725 individuals, closely
followed by part-time work, which was chosen by 2,535. Unemployment affected a
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smaller absolute number of postgraduates, at 1,625, and voluntary work was markedly
less common, with only 345 participants.

These figures underscore a clear inclination among UK university leavers in 2008 to
either enhance their academic credentials or engage in flexible employment, particularly
for those with postgraduate qualifications, rather than immediately entering the full-time
workforce.

(252 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "striking commonality" and the
"notable divergences" between the two groups, which is a key analytical point. Your
vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied ("comprehensively delineate,"
"post-graduation activities," "segmenting," "cohorts," "pre-eminence," "prevalent choice,"
"contingent," "comparatively minor pathway," "exhibited," "markedly less common,"
"inclination," "enhance their academic credentials," "flexible employment"). You've
skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph. The cohesion is seamless, and your
command of complex sentence structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 4: Process Diagram (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 4, Task 1

The diagrams below show the life cycle of a species of large fish called the salmon.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

*ou should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The diagrams below show the life cycle of a species of large fish called the
salmon.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

lower river

fas flowingi

(3} “adult salmon

— T0-THm—e
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The diagrams illustrate the life cycle of salmon, a large type of fish. The life cycle has
several stages, from eggs to adult fish.

Overall, the salmon's life cycle involves moving between different parts of the river and
the open sea. It starts in the upper river and ends with adult salmon returning to the
upper river to lay eggs.

The first stage is when adult salmon lay eggs (seeds) in the upper river, where the water
moves slowly. After about 5-6 months, the eggs hatch into small fish called fry, which
are 3-8 cm long.

These fry then move to the lower river, where the water flows faster. They live there for
approximately 4 years and grow into bigger fish called smolt, which are 12-15 cm long.

Next, the smolt swim to the open sea and live there for about 5 years. During this time,
they grow into adult salmon, reaching a length of 70-76 cm. Finally, these adult salmon
return to the upper river to lay their own eggs, completing the life cycle.

(168 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly outlined the stages of the salmon's life cycle and noted
the movement between different environments. The overview is good, identifying the
start and end points. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing the
stages and transitions (e.g., "transition into," "mature into," "migrate"). Also, work on
combining some of your shorter sentences to create a smoother flow and demonstrate a
wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The provided diagrams illustrate the complete life cycle of the salmon, a large fish
species, detailing its various developmental stages and migratory patterns.

Overall, the salmon's life cycle is a complex process involving distinct phases in
different aquatic environments: starting in the upper river, moving to the lower river, then
the open sea, and finally returning to the upper river to reproduce.

The cycle commences in the upper river, characterized by slow-moving water, where
adult salmon lay their eggs. After an incubation period of approximately five to six
months, the eggs hatch into small fish known as fry, measuring between 3 and 8 cm in
length.
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Subsequently, these fry migrate downstream to the lower river, which is characterized
by fast-flowing water. They reside here for roughly four years, during which they grow
considerably and develop into smolt, reaching a length of 12 to 15 cm.

The smolt then embark on a significant migration to the open sea, where they spend
approximately five years maturing into adult salmon, growing substantially to a size of
70 to 76 cm. The final stage sees these fully grown adult salmon returning upstream to
the exact same upper river location where they were born, to lay their own eggs and
thus complete the reproductive cycle.

(207 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "migratory patterns," "incubation period," and "embark on a significant
migration," which adds sophistication. Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively
highlighting the distinct phases and environments. You've done a good job of explicitly
describing each stage and its duration. The flow is much smoother with better linking
words, and your data reporting is accurate. To push for an 8, consider refining some
phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex
sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided diagrams meticulously delineate the intricate life cycle of the salmon, a
prominent species of large fish, illustrating its sequential developmental stages and the
distinct aquatic environments it inhabits throughout its existence.

Overall, the salmon's life cycle is a complex, multi-stage migratory process that
commences with the laying of eggs in the tranquil upper reaches of a river, progresses
through a period of growth in the lower river and open sea, and culminates with the
mature adults returning to their natal river to reproduce.

The cycle is initiated in the upper river, characterized by its slow-moving waters, where
adult salmon deposit their eggs. Following an incubation period of approximately five to
six months, these eggs hatch into larval fish, referred to as fry, which typically measure
between 3 and 8 centimetres.

Subsequently, the fry undertake a downstream migration to the faster-flowing lower
river, where they reside for a considerable duration of roughly four years. During this
phase, they undergo significant growth, transforming into smolt, which are notably
larger, ranging from 12 to 15 centimetres in length.
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The smolt then embark on a remarkable and extensive migratory journey to the vast
expanse of the open sea. Here, they spend approximately five years maturing into
fully-grown adult salmon, achieving an impressive length of 70 to 76 centimetres. The
culmination of their life cycle sees these adult salmon undertaking an arduous upstream
migration back to their precise spawning grounds in the upper river, where they lay their
own eggs, thereby perpetuating the species.

(258 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "intricate life cycle" and the
"complex, multi-stage migratory process" with its distinct environments. Your
vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineate,"
"intricate," "sequential developmental stages," "tranquil upper reaches," "culminates,"
"natal river," "deposit their eggs," "larval fish," "undertake a downstream migration,"
"considerable duration," "remarkable and extensive migratory journey," "vast expanse,"
"arduous upstream migration," "spawning grounds," "perpetuating the species"). You've
skillfully integrated descriptions of growth and location with the temporal aspects. The
cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 5: Pie Charts (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 4, Task 1

The charts below show the percentage of water used for different purposes in six areas
of the world.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Test 1

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show the percentage of water used for different purposes in
six areas of the world.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Percentage of water used for different
purposes in six areas of the world

10%

32%

39%
19%
48%
' 53%
T1%
15%

13%
NORTH AMERICA SOUTH AMERICA EUROPE

12%

5%

7%
7%

88% 81%

CENTRALASIA SOUTH EAST ASIA

I Domestic use

AFRICA

:] industrial use Agrimlluml use
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The six pie charts illustrate the percentage of water used for industrial, agricultural, and
domestic purposes in six different regions of the world.

Overall, agricultural use accounts for the largest proportion of water consumption in
most areas, especially in Africa, Central Asia, and South East Asia. Industrial and
domestic uses are generally smaller.

In North America, agricultural use is 39%, industrial use is 48%, and domestic use is
13%. Europe shows 53% for industrial use, 32% for agricultural, and 15% for domestic.
South America uses 71% for agriculture, 19% for industrial, and 10% for domestic.

Africa uses a very high percentage for agriculture at 84%, with industrial at 9% and
domestic at 7%. Central Asia is similar, with 88% for agriculture, 7% for industrial, and
5% for domestic. South East Asia also heavily relies on agriculture at 81%, with
industrial at 12% and domestic at 7%.

It is clear that industrial water use is highest in North America and Europe, while
agricultural use dominates in the other four regions.

(166 words)

My Two Cents: You've done a good job of identifying the main categories of water use
and their proportions across the six regions. Your overview correctly points out the
dominance of agricultural use in most areas and the higher industrial use in North
America and Europe. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing
proportions (e.g., "the majority," "a significant portion," "a minor share"). Also, work on
integrating comparisons more smoothly throughout the body paragraphs, rather than
just listing figures for each region.

Band 7 Model Answer

The six pie charts present a comparative analysis of water utilization across industrial,
agricultural, and domestic sectors in six distinct global regions.

Overall, agricultural consumption constitutes the predominant use of water in the
majority of the regions, particularly in Africa, Central Asia, and South East Asia. In
contrast, industrial water use is notably higher in North America and Europe, while
domestic use remains a consistently smaller proportion across all areas.

In North America, industrial use accounts for the largest share at 48%, closely followed
by agricultural use at 39%, with domestic consumption at 13%. Europe exhibits a similar
pattern, with industrial use at 53%, agricultural at 32%, and domestic at 15%.
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Conversely, South America's water usage is heavily skewed towards agriculture (71%),
with industrial and domestic uses at 19% and 10% respectively.

A striking pattern emerges in Africa, Central Asia, and South East Asia, where
agricultural water consumption overwhelmingly dominates. Africa dedicates 84% of its
water to agriculture, Central Asia an even higher 88%, and South East Asia 81%. In
these regions, industrial and domestic uses are considerably lower, ranging from 7-12%
for industrial and 5-7% for domestic.

These figures highlight a clear divergence in water management priorities and economic
structures between the more industrialized regions and those with a greater reliance on
agriculture.

(218 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "comparative analysis," "predominant use," and "notably higher," which
adds sophistication. Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting both
the general trends and the regional divergences. You've done a good job of explicitly
comparing the regions and making observations about the "striking pattern" in the
agriculturally dominant areas. The flow is much smoother with better linking words, and
your data reporting is accurate. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for
even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence
structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The six provided pie charts meticulously delineate the proportional allocation of water
resources for industrial, agricultural, and domestic purposes across six diverse global
regions.

Overall, a stark contrast in water utilization patterns is evident: agricultural consumption
overwhelmingly predominates in four of the six regions, particularly in Africa, Central
Asia, and South East Asia. Conversely, industrial water use is the most significant
category in North America and Europe, while domestic consumption consistently
represents the smallest, albeit essential, share across all areas.

In North America, industrial applications account for the largest segment at 48%, closely
trailed by agricultural use at 39%, with domestic consumption comprising a modest
13%. Europe exhibits a similar profile, dedicating 53% to industrial use, 32% to
agriculture, and 15% to domestic purposes. In contrast, South America's water usage is
heavily skewed towards agriculture, which consumes a substantial 71%, leaving
industrial and domestic uses at 19% and 10% respectively.
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A profound reliance on agricultural water emerges in Africa, Central Asia, and South
East Asia, where this sector accounts for the vast majority of consumption: 84% in
Africa, an even higher 88% in Central Asia, and 81% in South East Asia. In these
regions, industrial and domestic water usage remains comparatively minimal, ranging
from 7-12% for industrial and 5-7% for domestic.

These figures collectively underscore a fundamental divergence in economic and
developmental priorities, with industrialized regions allocating more water to industry,
while developing regions remain heavily dependent on water for agricultural
sustenance.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "stark contrast” and the
"overwhelming predominance" of agricultural use versus industrial dominance in other
regions. Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously
delineate," "proportional allocation," "stark contrast," "overwhelmingly predominates,"
"predominantly responsible," "energy expenditure," "principal contributor," "intriguingly,"
"comparatively modest," "fundamentally underscores," "disproportionate contribution").
You've skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep,
insightful interpretation in the concluding paragraph about "fundamental divergence in
economic and developmental priorities." The cohesion is seamless, and your
command of complex sentence structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 6: Pie Charts (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 2, Task 1

The charts below show the proportions of British students at one university in England
who were able to speak other languages in addition to English, in 2000 and 2010.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show the proportions of British students at one university
in England who were able to speak other languages in addition to English, in
2000 and 2010.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

% of British Students able to speak languages other than English, 2000

Other language(s) spoken
B No other language
[ French only

£ German only

B Spanish only

[ Another language

E] Two other languages

Other languagei(s) spoken
B No other language

[C] French only

4 German only

I Spanish only

[1 Another language
Two other languages

Band 6.5 Model Answer

The two pie charts illustrate the percentage of British university students who could
speak other languages in addition to English in 2000 and 2010.
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Overall, the proportion of students who could not speak another language decreased,
while the number of students speaking other languages, especially Spanish, increased.

In 2000, 20% of students spoke no other language. For those who did, French was the
most common at 30%, followed by German (15%), Spanish (15%), and two other
languages (10%). Another language accounted for 10%.

By 2010, the percentage of students speaking no other language dropped to 10%.
Spanish became the most popular additional language, rising to 35%. French
decreased to 20%, and German also fell to 10%. The proportion of students speaking
two other languages remained at 10%, while another language also stayed at 15%.

This shows a shift in language learning preferences among British university students
during this period.

(161 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview of the
main shifts in language proficiency. You've also correctly highlighted the decrease in
monolingual students and the rise of Spanish. To improve, try to use more varied
vocabulary for describing changes and proportions (e.g., "declined," "surged,"
"constituted"). Also, work on combining some of your shorter sentences to create a
smoother flow and demonstrate a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The two pie charts present a comparative analysis of the linguistic abilities of British
university students, specifically detailing the proportions of those speaking additional
languages beyond English in 2000 and 2010.

Overall, the decade witnessed a notable increase in multilingualism among British
students, characterized by a significant reduction in those speaking no other language
and a marked rise in the popularity of Spanish, which emerged as the most commonly
spoken additional language by 2010.

In 2000, one-fifth (20%) of British students were monolingual. Among those who spoke
other languages, French was the most prevalent at 30%, followed by German and
Spanish, each accounting for 15%. Students speaking two other languages and
"another language" each represented 10% of the total.

By 2010, the proportion of students speaking no other language had halved to just 10%.
Spanish experienced a substantial increase, rising to 35% and becoming the most
frequently spoken additional language. Conversely, French saw a decline to 20%, and
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German's share also decreased to 10%. The percentages for "two other languages" and
"another language" remained constant at 10% and 15% respectively.

These figures underscore a clear evolution in language learning trends, with a growing
emphasis on languages other than traditional European ones, particularly Spanish.

(208 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "comparative analysis," "notable increase," "marked rise," and
"emerged as the most commonly spoken," which adds sophistication. Your overview is
more comprehensive, effectively highlighting both the overall trend towards
multilingualism and the specific shift in language popularity. You've done a good job of
explicitly comparing the categories across both years. The flow is much smoother with
better linking words, and your data reporting is accurate. To push for an 8, consider
refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more
complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided pie charts meticulously delineate the shifting linguistic proficiencies of
British university students, illustrating the proportions of those capable of speaking
languages in addition to English during the years 2000 and 2010.

Overall, the decade under review witnessed a pronounced increase in multilingualism
among British students, primarily driven by a substantial decline in the proportion of
monolingual individuals and a remarkable surge in the popularity of Spanish, which
emerged as the predominant additional language by 2010.

In 2000, one-fifth (20%) of British students reported speaking no language other than
English. Among those with additional language skills, French was the most widely
spoken, accounting for 30% of the total. German and Spanish each represented a
significant 15%, while students proficient in two other languages and "another
language" each constituted 10% of the student body.

By 2010, the landscape of language proficiency had notably transformed. The
proportion of monolingual students halved to a mere 10%. Spanish experienced the
most dramatic growth, surging to 35% and thereby becoming the most frequently
spoken additional language. Conversely, French saw its share decline to 20%, and
German also decreased to 10%. The percentages for "two other languages" and
"another language" remained constant at 10% and 15% respectively, indicating stability
in these smaller categories.
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These figures collectively underscore a significant pedagogical and cultural shift within
British universities, reflecting a growing embrace of diverse linguistic skills, particularly a
pronounced preference for Spanish over traditionally dominant European languages.

(252 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "pronounced increase in
multilingualism™ and the "remarkable surge in the popularity of Spanish," which are
key analytical points. Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied
("meticulously delineate," "shifting linguistic proficiencies," "monolingual individuals,"
"predominant additional language," "widely spoken," "notably transformed," "dramatic
growth," "surging," "pedagogical and cultural shift," "pronounced preference"). You've
skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about "pedagogical and cultural shift." The
cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 7: Line Graph (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 3, Task 1

The graph below shows average carbon dioxide (CO.) emissions per person in the
United Kingdom, Sweden, Italy and Portugal between 1967 and 2007.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Writing
WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graph below shows average carbon dioxide (CO;) emissions per person
in the United Kingdom, Sweden, Italy and Portugal between 1967 and 2007.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Average carbon dioxide (CO;) emissions per person, 1967-2007
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The line graph illustrates the average carbon dioxide (CO:) emissions per person in the
United Kingdom, Sweden, ltaly, and Portugal from 1967 to 2007, measured in metric

tonnes.
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Overall, the UK had the highest emissions throughout the period, while Portugal had the
lowest. Emissions generally decreased in the UK and Sweden, but increased in Italy
and Portugal.

In 1967, the United Kingdom emitted the most CO: at just over 10 metric tonnes per
person. Sweden was next at about 9 tonnes, followed by lItaly at 4 tonnes and Portugal
at 1.5 tonnes.

By 2007, the UK's emissions had fallen to around 9 tonnes. Sweden's emissions
dropped significantly to about 5.5 tonnes. In contrast, Italy's emissions increased
steadily to about 7 tonnes, and Portugal's rose to nearly 6 tonnes, showing the biggest
proportional increase.

It is clear that some countries reduced their emissions, while others increased them
over the 40-year period.

(160 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview of the
main trends for each country. You've also correctly highlighted the highest and lowest
emitters and the general direction of change. To improve, try to use more varied
vocabulary for describing increases and decreases (e.g., "declined sharply," "surged,"
"experienced a rise"). Also, work on combining some of your shorter sentences to
create a smoother flow and demonstrate a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The line graph presents data on the average per capita carbon dioxide (CO:) emissions
in four European countries — the United Kingdom, Sweden, Italy, and Portugal — over a
40-year period, from 1967 to 2007.

Overall, the United Kingdom consistently recorded the highest CO. emissions per
person, while Portugal maintained the lowest figures. A divergent trend was observed,
with emissions decreasing in the UK and Sweden, but increasing in Italy and Portugal
over the period.

In 1967, the United Kingdom's per capita CO: emissions stood at approximately 10.5
metric tonnes, making it the highest. Sweden followed closely at around 9.5 tonnes.
Italy's emissions were considerably lower at 4 tonnes, and Portugal registered the
lowest figure at just 1.5 tonnes.

Over the subsequent four decades, the UK's emissions saw a gradual decline, reaching
about 9 tonnes by 2007. Sweden experienced a more significant reduction, plummeting
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to approximately 5.5 tonnes. Conversely, Italy's emissions showed a consistent upward
trend, rising to nearly 7 tonnes. Portugal's emissions witnessed the most dramatic
proportional increase, climbing steadily from 1.5 tonnes to almost 6 tonnes by 2007.

These figures highlight varied national approaches to carbon emissions, with some
industrialized nations successfully reducing their output while others experienced
growth.

(210 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "per capita," "divergent trend," "considerably lower," and "plummeting," which adds
sophistication. Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting both the
consistent leaders/laggards and the contrasting trends. You've done a good job of
explicitly comparing the countries and making observations about the "most dramatic
proportional increase." The flow is much smoother with better linking words, and your
data reporting is accurate. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even
greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to
show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided line graph meticulously delineates the trajectory of average per capita
carbon dioxide (CO:) emissions across four European nations — the United Kingdom,
Sweden, ltaly, and Portugal — over a four-decade period, commencing in 1967 and
concluding in 2007.

Overall, a clear dichotomy in emission trends is discernible: the United Kingdom
consistently registered the highest CO. output per person, while Portugal maintained the
lowest figures throughout the entire timeframe. Notably, emissions in the UK and
Sweden experienced a marked reduction, contrasting sharply with the sustained
increases observed in Italy and Portugal.

In 1967, the United Kingdom's per capita CO: emissions were the highest, standing at
approximately 10.5 metric tonnes. Sweden followed closely at around 9.5 tonnes. Italy's
emissions were considerably lower at 4 tonnes, and Portugal registered the lowest
figure, a mere 1.5 tonnes.

Over the subsequent forty years, the UK's emissions exhibited a gradual, yet consistent,
decline, reaching approximately 9 tonnes by 2007. Sweden, conversely, achieved a
more substantial reduction, with its output plummeting to around 5.5 tonnes. In stark
contrast, Italy's emissions demonstrated a persistent upward trajectory, rising steadily to
nearly 7 tonnes. Portugal's emissions witnessed the most dramatic proportional
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increase, escalating from 1.5 tonnes to almost 6 tonnes, thereby showing the most
significant environmental impact growth among the four nations.

These figures collectively underscore varied national responses to environmental
concerns, with some industrialized economies successfully decoupling economic growth
from carbon emissions, while others experienced a notable increase in their per capita
environmental footprint.

(265 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "clear dichotomy" in emission
trends and the contrasting patterns. Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated
and varied ("meticulously delineate," "trajectory," "per capita," "dichotomy,"
"discernible," "marked reduction," "contrasting sharply," "exhibited a gradual, yet
consistent, decline," "substantial reduction," "plummeting," "in stark contrast,"
"persistent upward trajectory," "dramatic proportional increase," "escalating,"
"decoupling economic growth"). You've skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted
nuances, and provided a deep, insightful interpretation in the concluding paragraph
about "varied national responses" and "decoupling economic growth." The cohesion is
seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is impeccable. Truly

exceptional work!

Report 8: Mixed Chart (Table and Pie Charts) (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 2, Task 1

The table below shows the numbers of visitors to Ashdown Museum during the year
before and the year after it was refurbished. The charts show the result of surveys
asking visitors how satisfied they were with their visit, during the same two periods.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 103



WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The table below shows the numbers of visitors to Ashdown Museum during
the year before and the year after it was refurbished. The charts show the
result of surveys asking visitors how satisfied they were with their visit,
during the same two periods.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Total number of visitors to Ashdown Museum

During the year before refurbishment: 74,000

During the year after refurbishment: 92,000

Results of surveys of visitor satisfaction

Year before refurbishment Year after refurbishment
| [* ] very satistied [ very satisfied
E] satisfied o 35 [ satisfied
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied

{7 very dissatisfied

(L1 No response | 40 .§ Na response

Band 6.5 Model Answer

The table shows the number of visitors to Ashdown Museum before and after its
refurbishment, and the pie charts show visitor satisfaction levels during those two
periods.
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Overall, the museum saw a significant increase in visitor numbers after refurbishment,
and visitor satisfaction also improved greatly.

Before refurbishment, the museum had 74,000 visitors. After refurbishment, this number
rose to 92,000 visitors, which is a clear increase.

Regarding visitor satisfaction before refurbishment, 15% were very satisfied and 30%
were satisfied. 10% were dissatisfied and 5% were very dissatisfied. A large number,
40%, gave no response.

After refurbishment, satisfaction levels changed a lot. The percentage of very satisfied
visitors increased to 35% and satisfied visitors rose to 40%. Dissatisfied visitors
dropped to 15% and very dissatisfied to 5%. The "no response" category remained at
5%.

It is clear that the refurbishment made the museum more popular and improved visitor
experience.

(160 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data sources and provided a good overview
of the main trends: increased visitors and improved satisfaction. You've accurately
reported the numbers from both the table and the pie charts. To improve, try to be more
precise with your comparisons (e.g., instead of just "changed a lot," specify how it
changed). Also, work on varying your vocabulary for describing changes and
proportions, and aim for slightly more complex sentence structures to enhance the flow.

Band 7 Model Answer

The provided table and pie charts illustrate the visitor numbers to Ashdown Museum
and their satisfaction levels during the year before and the year after its refurbishment.

Overall, the refurbishment led to a significant increase in the total number of visitors and
a marked improvement in visitor satisfaction, particularly in the highly satisfied
categories.

Before the refurbishment, Ashdown Museum attracted 74,000 visitors. This figure rose
substantially to 92,000 visitors in the year following the refurbishment, indicating a clear
positive impact on attendance.

Regarding visitor satisfaction, the changes were even more pronounced. Prior to
refurbishment, 15% of visitors were 'very satisfied' and 30% were 'satisfied'. A combined
15% were 'dissatisfied' or 'very dissatisfied', and a large proportion (40%) gave 'no
response’.
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In the year after refurbishment, the proportion of 'very satisfied' visitors more than
doubled to 35%, and 'satisfied' visitors increased to 40%. Conversely, the percentage of
'dissatisfied' visitors dropped to 15%, and 'very dissatisfied' remained at 5%. The 'no
response' category saw a significant reduction to 5%, suggesting more visitors were
willing to give feedback.

These figures collectively demonstrate that the refurbishment successfully enhanced
both the museum's appeal and the overall visitor experience.

(208 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! Your introduction is more precise,
and the overview effectively highlights the "significant increase" and "marked
improvement." You've done a good job of explicitly comparing the visitor numbers and
satisfaction levels, using more sophisticated vocabulary like "substantially,"
"pronounced," and "significant reduction." The observation about the 'no response'
category is a good analytical touch. The flow is smoother with better linking words. To
push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps
integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical
control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided table and accompanying pie charts meticulously delineate the total visitor
numbers to Ashdown Museum and the corresponding visitor satisfaction rates,
respectively, during the year preceding and the year following its comprehensive
refurbishment.

Overall, the refurbishment unequivocally yielded a substantial increase in museum
attendance, alongside a dramatic enhancement in overall visitor satisfaction levels.
Notably, the proportion of highly satisfied individuals surged, while negative feedback
categories experienced a marked contraction.

Prior to the refurbishment, Ashdown Museum recorded a total of 74,000 visitors. This
figure experienced a significant uplift, escalating to 92,000 visitors in the year
subsequent to the improvements, representing a clear positive impact on patronage.

The transformation in visitor satisfaction was even more profound. In the year before
refurbishment, 15% of visitors expressed being 'very satisfied' and 30% 'satisfied'.
Conversely, 10% were 'dissatisfied' and 5% 'very dissatisfied'. A considerable segment,
40%, offered 'no response’.
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Following the refurbishment, the proportion of 'very satisfied' visitors more than doubled
to 35%, and 'satisfied' individuals rose to 40%. In stark contrast, 'dissatisfied' visitors
saw their proportion plummet to 5%, while 'very dissatisfied' remained at 5%. The 'no
response' category also experienced a substantial reduction, decreasing to 5%,
indicating a greater engagement with the feedback process.

These data points collectively underscore the resounding success of the refurbishment
in both augmenting the museum's appeal and significantly elevating the quality of the
visitor experience.

(258 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "unequivocally yielded a
substantial increase" and "dramatic enhancement" in satisfaction. Your vocabulary is
consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineate," "accompanying pie
charts," "comprehensively delineate," "unequivocally yielded," "substantial uplift,"
"patronage," "profound," "plummet," "resounding success," "augmenting," "significantly
elevating"). You've skillfully integrated data from both sources, highlighted nuances, and
provided a deep, insightful interpretation in the concluding paragraph about the
"resounding success" and "greater engagement with the feedback process." The
cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 9: Bar Chart (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 3, Task 1

The bar chart below shows the percentage of Australian men and women in different
age groups who did regular physical activity in 2010.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The bar chart below shows the percentage of Australian men and women in
different age groups who did regular physical activity in 2010.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Percentage of Australian men and women doing
regular physical activity: 2010

Percentage (%)

15t024 251034 35tod4d 45t054 5S5to64 65and over

Age group

Bl Male  [l] Female

Band 6.5 Model Answer
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The bar chart illustrates the percentage of Australian men and women in different age
groups who regularly did physical activity in 2010.

Overall, men generally engaged in more regular physical activity than women across
most age groups. The percentage of active people varied significantly with age for both
genders.

In the 15 to 24 age group, 52.8% of men and 47.7% of women did regular physical
activity. For the 25 to 34 group, men's participation was 48.9% and women's was
42.2%.

In the middle age groups, from 35 to 44, 52.5% of men were active, compared to 39.5%
of women. In the 45 to 54 group, 53.3% of men and 43.1% of women were active.

For older age groups, 55 to 64, 45.1% of men and 46.7% of women did regular activity.
Finally, in the 65 and over group, women were slightly more active at 47.1% compared
to men at 46.7%.

(166 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview, noting
the general trend of men being more active. You've accurately reported the percentages
for each age group and gender. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for
describing proportions and comparisons (e.g., "higher proportion," "lower participation,"
"outnumbered"). Also, work on integrating comparisons more smoothly throughout the
body paragraphs, rather than just listing figures for each age group.

Band 7 Model Answer

The bar chart presents data on the proportion of Australian men and women across six
distinct age groups who engaged in regular physical activity in 2010.

Overall, men generally exhibited higher rates of regular physical activity than women in
most age categories. The participation levels for both genders showed fluctuations
across the different age demographics, with a notable shift in the oldest group.

In the younger age brackets, men consistently demonstrated higher engagement. In the
15-24 group, 52.8% of men were active compared to 47.7% of women. This trend
continued for the 25-34 age group (48.9% men vs. 42.2% women) and the 35-44 group
(52.5% men vs. 39.5% women). The largest gender gap was observed in the 35-44 age
category.

For individuals aged 45 to 54, male participation remained higher at 53.3%, while
female activity was 43.1%. However, in the older age groups, the pattern reversed. In
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the 55-64 category, women's activity (46.7%) slightly surpassed men's (45.1%). This
reversal was more pronounced in the 65 and over group, where 47.1% of women were
active compared to 46.7% of men.

These figures indicate that while men were generally more active in their younger and
middle years, women maintained or even slightly increased their activity levels in later
life.

(221 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "distinct age groups," "exhibited higher rates," "notable shift," and "pronounced."
Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the general trend and the
reversal in older groups. You've done a good job of explicitly comparing the genders
within age groups and identifying the largest gap. The flow is smoother with better
linking words, and your data reporting is accurate. To push for an 8, consider refining
some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex
sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided bar chart meticulously delineates the percentages of Australian men and
women across six distinct age demographics who participated in regular physical
activity during 2010.

Overall, a clear gender disparity is discernible, with men generally exhibiting higher
rates of regular physical activity than women across the majority of age groups.
However, this trend experiences a notable reversal in the older cohorts, where female
participation either matched or marginally surpassed that of males.

In the younger and middle age brackets, male engagement consistently outstripped
female participation. Specifically, in the 15-24 age group, 52.8% of men were active
compared to 47.7% of women. This pattern persisted through the 25-34 age group
(48.9% men vs. 42.2% women) and the 35-44 group (52.5% men vs. 39.5% women),
with the latter exhibiting the most significant gender gap. For individuals aged 45 to 54,
male activity remained robust at 53.3%, while female participation stood at 43.1%.

Conversely, a shift in dynamics was observed in the older demographics. In the 55-64
category, female activity (46.7%) marginally exceeded male participation (45.1%). This
slight advantage became more pronounced in the 65 and over group, where 47.1% of
women engaged in regular physical activity compared to 46.7% of men.
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These figures collectively underscore a nuanced relationship between age, gender, and
physical activity levels in Australia, suggesting that while men are generally more active
in their earlier and middle years, women tend to maintain or even slightly increase their
engagement in later life.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "clear gender disparity” and
the "notable reversal in the older cohorts," which are key analytical points. Your
vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineates,"
"distinct age demographics," "discernible," "exhibiting higher rates," "outstripped,"
"persisted," "robust," "conversely," "marginally exceeded," "pronounced," "nuanced
relationship," "earlier and middle years"). You've skillfully integrated comparisons,
highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful interpretation in the concluding
paragraph about the "nuanced relationship" and activity levels in later life. The
cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 10: Maps (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 17, Test 3, Task 1

The maps below show the centre of a small town called Islip as it is now, and plans for
its development.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The maps below show the centre of a small town called Islip as it is now, and
plans for its development.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Islip town centre now

Countryside

[ [ [ [shoes | [ | |
Main road

L[ [ [snoes]| | |

W | £ Housing
Park

Housing

Islip town centre: planned development

1 Pedestrians only
L [ [ snoes |
1
Dual I'l Housin New
can‘iagav:.?; \ k “ housing
Schog] Housing

Band 6.5 Model Answer
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The two maps illustrate the current layout of Islip town centre and proposed changes for
its future development.

Overall, the town centre will undergo significant transformation, with the main road
being changed and new facilities like a shopping centre and bus station being added.
The central area will become pedestrian-only.

At present, Islip town centre has a main road running through it from north to south, with
shops located on both sides. To the east of the main road, there is a housing area, and
another housing area is in the south. A school is located to the west of the southern
housing, and a park is to its east. The northern part of the map shows countryside.

According to the development plan, the main road will be converted into a
dual-carriageway that goes around the central area. The area where the old main road
was will become "Pedestrians only" and will still have shops. A new bus station, a
shopping centre, a car park, and new housing will be built in the northern part of the
redesigned centre. The school, existing housing, and the park will remain in their current
locations.

(173 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the maps' content and provided a good
overview of the major changes. Your organization is logical, describing the current state
first and then the planned developments. You've accurately noted key transformations
like the dual-carriageway and the pedestrian zone. To improve, try to use more varied
vocabulary for describing locations and changes (e.g., "situated," "redeveloped,"
"converted," "expanded," "replaced"). Also, work on combining some of those shorter
sentences to create a smoother flow and show a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The two maps depict the current configuration of Islip town centre and the planned
redevelopment proposals for this area.

Overall, the redevelopment plan involves substantial changes to the town's
infrastructure, including the conversion of the main road into a bypass, the
pedestrianization of the central area, and the introduction of new commercial and
transport facilities.

Currently, Islip town centre is characterized by a main road traversing from north to
south, flanked by shops on both sides. Housing areas are situated to the east and south
of this road. A school is located to the west of the southern housing, and a park lies to
its east. The northernmost section of the map indicates countryside.
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The proposed development will transform this layout considerably. The existing main
road will be re-routed and expanded into a dual-carriageway, effectively bypassing the
town centre. The former main road area will become a pedestrian-only zone, retaining
the shops. New facilities, including a bus station, a shopping centre, a car park, and
additional housing, are planned for the northern part of this newly pedestrianized central
area. The school, the existing housing, and the park are all retained in their original
positions.

These changes suggest a clear intention to enhance the town centre's accessibility for
pedestrians while improving traffic flow around the area.

(212 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "depict," "configuration," "substantial changes," "pedestrianization," and
"bypassing." Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the major
changes. You've done a good job of explicitly comparing the current and planned
layouts, and the observation about enhancing pedestrian accessibility is a good
analytical touch. The flow is smoother with better linking words and varied sentence
structures. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance
and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater
grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided maps meticulously delineate the existing layout of Islip town centre and
the comprehensive redevelopment blueprint proposed for this urban area.

Overall, the development scheme entails a profound transformation of the town's core,
prioritizing pedestrian access and the strategic relocation and introduction of key
amenities. The main thoroughfare will be re-engineered to bypass the centre, which in
turn will be largely pedestrianized and augmented with new commercial and transport
infrastructure.

In its current configuration, Islip town centre is bisected by a main road running
north-south, with commercial establishments (shops) lining both its eastern and western
sides. Residential zones are situated to the east and south of this primary road. A
school is positioned to the west of the southern housing cluster, while a park lies to its
immediate east. The northern periphery of the mapped area indicates open countryside.

The proposed redevelopment blueprint introduces substantial modifications. The
existing main road will be converted into a dual-carriageway, rerouted to encircle the
central area, thereby alleviating vehicular traffic. The former road's footprint will become
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an exclusive pedestrian precinct, retaining the existing shops. Within this newly
pedestrianized core, a new bus station, a significantly expanded shopping centre, a
dedicated car park, and additional housing units are planned for the northern section.
Notably, the school, the existing residential areas, and the park are all preserved in their
original locations.

This comprehensive overhaul appears designed to modernize the town centre by
enhancing walkability, consolidating commercial activities, and improving overall urban
functionality.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "profound transformation™ and
the prioritization of pedestrian access and strategic relocation. Your vocabulary is
consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineate," "redevelopment
blueprint," "entails," "bisected," "flanked," "alleviating vehicular traffic," "exclusive
pedestrian precinct," "augmented," "comprehensive overhaul," "enhancing walkability,"
"consolidating commercial activities," "optimizing urban functionality"). You've skillfully
integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about the overall design intent. The
cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 11: Bar Chart (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 7, Task 1

The chart below shows how frequently people in the USA ate in fast food restaurants
between 2003 and 2013.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The chart below shows how frequently people in the USA ate in fast food
restaurants between 2003 and 2013.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The bar chart illustrates how often people in the USA ate at fast food restaurants
between 2003 and 2013.
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Overall, eating fast food "once a week" was the most popular frequency in 2003 and
2006, but "once or twice a month" became the most popular in 2013. The number of
people eating fast food every day or several times a week decreased over the period.

In 2003, 31% of people ate fast food "once a week," and 27% ate "once or twice a
month." "Several times a week" was 17%, and "every day" was 4%. "A few times a
year" was 13%, and "never" was 5%.

By 2006, "once a week" increased slightly to 32%, and "once or twice a month" rose to
33%. "Several times a week" dropped to 16%, and "every day" remained at 4%. "A few
times a year" increased to 14%, and "never" stayed at 5%.

In 2013, "once or twice a month" became the highest at 33%. "Once a week" fell to
25%. "Several times a week" further decreased to 15%, and "every day" dropped to 3%.
"A few times a year" was 14%, and "never" increased to 6%.

(186 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview of the
shifting popularity of different fast food frequencies. You've accurately reported the
percentages for each category across the years. To improve, try to use more varied
vocabulary for describing changes and proportions (e.g., "declined," "surged,"
"constituted," "marginal increase"). Also, work on integrating comparisons more
smoothly throughout the body paragraphs, rather than just listing figures for each
category.

Band 7 Model Answer

The bar chart presents data on the frequency with which people in the USA consumed
fast food over a ten-year period, specifically in 2003, 2006, and 2013.

Overall, there was a noticeable shift from more frequent fast food consumption towards
less frequent patterns over the decade. While "once a week" was initially the most
common frequency, "once or twice a month" became predominant by 2013.

In 2003, the most popular frequency was "once a week," accounting for 31% of the
population. "Once or twice a month" followed at 27%, and "several times a week" was
chosen by 17%. A small proportion ate fast food "every day" (4%), while 13% did so "a
few times a year," and 5% "never."

By 2006, the pattern saw some changes. "Once a week" remained the highest at 32%,
but "once or twice a month" increased to 33%, almost matching it. "Several times a
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week" declined marginally to 16%, and "every day" remained stable. "A few times a
year" rose slightly to 14%.

The trend continued into 2013, where "once or twice a month" became the most
frequent category at 33%. "Once a week" saw a significant drop to 25%. More frequent
consumption (every day and several times a week) continued to decline, reaching 3%
and 15% respectively. Conversely, the proportion of those who "never" ate fast food
increased to 6%.

(227 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "frequency with which," "noticeable shift," "predominant," and
"marginally." Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the overall
trend towards less frequent consumption. You've done a good job of explicitly
comparing the categories and making observations about the shifting popularity. The
flow is much smoother with better linking words, and your data reporting is accurate. To
push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps
integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical
control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided bar chart meticulously delineates the evolving patterns of fast food
consumption frequency among the population of the USA across three distinct years:
2003, 2006, and 2013.

Overall, the decade witnessed a discernible shift away from more frequent fast food
patronage towards less regular consumption. While "once a week" initially held the
largest share, "once or twice a month" emerged as the predominant frequency by the
end of the period, indicating a general moderation in eating habits.

In 2003, the most common frequency was "once a week," accounting for a significant
31% of the population. "Once or twice a month" followed closely at 27%, while "several
times a week" represented 17%. A small segment consumed fast food "every day"
(4%), whereas 13% did so "a few times a year," and a minority of 5% reported "never"
eating it.

By 2006, a subtle but significant realignment of habits was apparent. "Once a week"
remained the largest category at 32%, but "once or twice a month" experienced a
notable increase to 33%, almost paralleling it. More frequent consumption categories,
"several times a week" and "every day," saw marginal declines to 16% and 4%
respectively. Conversely, "a few times a year" rose slightly to 14%.
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The trend solidified by 2013, with "once or twice a month" becoming the clear leader at
33%. "Once a week" experienced a substantial contraction to 25%. Both "several times
a week" and "every day" continued their downward trajectory, reaching 15% and 3%
respectively. Meanwhile, the proportion of individuals who "never" consumed fast food
saw a modest increment to 6%.

These figures collectively underscore a gradual but consistent shift in American dietary
patterns towards less frequent engagement with fast food establishments over the
ten-year period.

(270 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "discernible shift" and the
"general moderation in eating habits." Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated
and varied ("meticulously delineates," "evolving patterns," "fast food patronage,"
"predominant frequency," "subtle but significant realignment," "notable increase,"
"almost paralleling," "marginal declines," "substantial contraction," "downward
trajectory," "modest increment," "collectively underscore," "gradual but consistent shift,"
"dietary patterns"). You've skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and
provided a deep, insightful interpretation in the concluding paragraph about
"American dietary patterns." The cohesion is seamless, and your command of
complex sentence structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 12: Process Diagram (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 8, Task 1

The diagram below shows how geothermal energy is used to produce electricity.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

electricity.

The diagram below shows how geothermal energy is used to produce

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The diagram illustrates the process of how a geothermal power plant produces
electricity using heat from the Earth.

Overall, the process involves pumping cold water deep underground to hot rocks, where
it turns into steam, which then drives a turbine to generate electricity.

First, cold water is pumped down an injection well, which goes about 4.5 km into the
Earth. This water travels through hot rocks in the geothermal zone. As it passes through
these hot rocks, the water gets very hot and turns into steam.

Next, this hot water/steam is pumped up a production well to the surface. On the
surface, the steam goes into a turbine. The steam powers the turbine, which is
connected to a generator. This generator then produces electricity.

After passing through the turbine, the steam goes into a condenser, where it is cooled
down and turns back into cold water. This cold water is then pumped back down the
injection well to start the process again, making it a continuous cycle.

(166 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly outlined the main stages of the geothermal power
generation process. The overview is good, identifying the key steps from underground
water to electricity. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing the
actions and transformations (e.g., "converts," "harnesses," "circulates"). Also, work on
combining some of your shorter sentences to create a smoother flow and demonstrate a
wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The provided diagram delineates the process by which geothermal energy is harnessed
to generate electricity in a power plant.

Overall, the system operates as a continuous, closed-loop cycle, beginning with the
injection of cold water deep into the Earth, where it is heated by geothermal activity, and
culminating in the production of electricity on the surface before the water is recycled.

The process commences with cold water being pumped down an injection well,
extending approximately 4.5 kilometres into the Earth's crust. This water then circulates
through a geothermal zone, which contains hot rocks. As the water absorbs heat from
these rocks, its temperature rises significantly, causing it to convert into hot water and
steam.
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Subsequently, this superheated water and steam are drawn upwards through a
production well to the surface. Here, the steam is directed to a turbine, which it powers.
The rotation of the turbine, in turn, drives a generator, which is responsible for producing
electricity.

Following its passage through the turbine, the steam enters a condenser where it
undergoes a cooling process, reverting to cold water. This cooled water is then
reinjected back into the ground via the injection well, thus completing the cycle and
ensuring a sustainable energy source.

(210 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineates," "harnessed," "closed-loop cycle," "culminating," and "superheated."
Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the continuous and
cyclical nature of the process. You've done a good job of explicitly describing each
stage and its purpose. The flow is much smoother with better linking words, and your
data reporting is accurate. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even
greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to
show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided diagram meticulously delineates the intricate, cyclical process through
which geothermal energy is harnessed for the generation of electricity within a power
plant.

Overall, the system operates as a self-contained, continuous loop, commencing with the
subterranean injection of cold water into geothermally heated rock formations, leading
to the production of steam that drives a surface-level turbine for electricity generation,
and concluding with the condensation and recirculation of the water.

The process is initiated by pumping cold water down an injection well, which extends
approximately 4.5 kilometres into the Earth's crust. This water then traverses a
geothermal zone, characterized by intensely hot rocks. As the water flows through this
subterranean reservoir, it undergoes a significant thermal exchange, converting into
superheated water and steam due to the Earth's internal heat.

Subsequently, this high-pressure hot water and steam ascend through a production
well, emerging at the surface. Here, the steam is directed into a turbine, imparting
kinetic energy to its blades. The rotational force of the turbine is then transmitted to a
generator, which efficiently converts this mechanical energy into electrical power.
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Following its energetic contribution, the spent steam is channelled into a condenser,
where it undergoes a cooling process, reverting to its liquid state as cold water.
Crucially, this cooled water is then reinjected back into the Earth via the original injection
well, thereby completing the sustainable and environmentally friendly cycle of
geothermal electricity production.

(258 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "intricate, cyclical process"
and the "self-contained, continuous loop" with its key stages. Your vocabulary is
consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineates," "intricate," "cyclical
process," "harnessed," "subterranean injection," "geothermally heated rock formations,"
"culminating," "traverses," "intensely hot rocks," "significant thermal exchange,"
"superheated," "imparting kinetic energy," "rotational force," "efficiently converts,"
"channelled," "reverting to its liquid state," "reinjected," "sustainable and environmentally
friendly"). You've skillfully integrated descriptions of the physical components with the
energy transformations. The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex

sentence structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 13: Maps (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 1, Task 1

The two maps below show road access to a city hospital in 2007 and in 2010.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Wrriting
WRITING

ITING TASK 1
Wou should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The two maps below show road access to a city hospital in 2007 and in 2010.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the maln features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Wirite at least 150 words.
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Band 6.5 Model Answer
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The two maps illustrate the road access to a city hospital in 2007 and how it changed by
2010.

Overall, there were several significant changes to the hospital's road access and
parking facilities, aiming to improve traffic flow and public transport options.

In 2007, the City Hospital was accessed via Hospital Road, which connected to City
Road. There was a single car park for both staff and the public, located to the east of
Hospital Road. A bus stop was situated on City Road, to the east of the hospital. The
hospital building itself was surrounded by a Ring Road.

By 2010, the road access had been significantly altered. A roundabout was added to the
south of Hospital Road, connecting it to City Road. The single car park was replaced by
two separate car parks: a staff car park to the west of Hospital Road and a public car
park to the east of the hospital building, near the Ring Road.

Furthermore, a new bus station was built to the west of Hospital Road, replacing the old
bus stop on City Road. The Ring Road around the hospital remained unchanged.

(170 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the maps' content and provided a good
overview of the major changes. Your organization is logical, describing the initial layout
before detailing the transformations. You've accurately noted key developments like the
roundabout, separate car parks, and the new bus station. To improve, try to use more
varied vocabulary for describing locations and changes (e.g., "situated," "redeveloped,"
"converted," "expanded," "relocated"). Also, work on combining some of those shorter
sentences to create a smoother flow and show a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The two maps depict the road infrastructure and access points for a city hospital,
comparing its layout in 2007 with the redesigned plan in 2010.

Overall, the three-year period witnessed a substantial overhaul of the hospital's access,
primarily focusing on improving vehicle flow, separating parking facilities, and enhancing
public transport links.

In 2007, the City Hospital was directly accessible via Hospital Road, which intersected

with City Road. A single, combined car park for both staff and the public was located to
the east of Hospital Road. A bus stop was positioned on City Road, further east of the

hospital entrance. The hospital building itself was encircled by a Ring Road.
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By 2010, significant modifications had been implemented. Hospital Road was extended
southwards to connect with a newly constructed roundabout on City Road, improving
traffic circulation. The original car park was replaced by two distinct facilities: a
dedicated staff car park was established to the west of Hospital Road, while a larger
public car park was developed to the east of the hospital, adjacent to the Ring Road.

Furthermore, the single bus stop was replaced by a more comprehensive bus station,
strategically located to the southwest of the hospital, near the new roundabout. The
Ring Road around the hospital maintained its original configuration.

(210 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "substantial overhaul," "intersected," "encircled," "distinct facilities," and
"strategically located." Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the
major changes and their purpose. You've done a good job of explicitly comparing the
two layouts and making observations about the improvements. The flow is much
smoother with better linking words and varied sentence structures. To push for an 8,
consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a
slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided maps meticulously delineate the alterations to road access and
associated facilities for a city hospital, offering a comparative analysis between its
layout in 2007 and the redesigned infrastructure in 2010.

Overall, the three-year period witnessed a comprehensive redevelopment of the
hospital's immediate vicinity, primarily aimed at optimizing vehicular flow, segregating
parking provisions for different user groups, and significantly enhancing public
transportation accessibility.

In 2007, the City Hospital was primarily accessed via Hospital Road, which connected
directly to City Road. A single, undifferentiated car park served both staff and the public,
situated to the immediate east of Hospital Road. A solitary bus stop was positioned on
City Road, east of the hospital entrance. The hospital building itself was encircled by a
circumferential Ring Road.

By 2010, the access infrastructure had undergone profound transformation. Hospital
Road was extended southwards to integrate with a newly constructed roundabout on
City Road, thereby facilitating smoother traffic ingress and egress. The former combined
car park was superseded by two distinct and dedicated facilities: a staff car park was
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established to the west of Hospital Road, while a considerably larger public car park
was developed to the east of the hospital structure, adjacent to the Ring Road.

Furthermore, the rudimentary bus stop was replaced by a more substantial and
strategically located bus station, positioned to the southwest of the hospital, near the
new roundabout. The circumferential Ring Road around the hospital, however, retained
its original configuration.

This comprehensive redesign clearly reflects an emphasis on improving the efficiency
and user-friendliness of the hospital's access network for both private vehicles and
public transport users.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "comprehensive
redevelopment” and the aims of optimizing flow, segregating parking, and enhancing
public transport. Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied
("meticulously delineate," "alterations," "immediate vicinity," "optimizing vehicular flow,"
"segregating parking provisions," "undifferentiated," "circumferential," "profound
transformation," "integrate with," "facilitating smoother traffic ingress and egress,"
"superseded," "distinct and dedicated facilities," "rudimentary," "strategically located,"
"comprehensive redesign," "user-friendliness"). You've skillfully integrated comparisons,
highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful interpretation in the concluding
paragraph about the overall design intent. The cohesion is seamless, and your
command of complex sentence structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 14: Bar Chart (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 2, Task 1

The chart below shows the percentage of households in owned and rented
accommodation in England and Wales between 1918 and 2011.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Writing
WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

Wou should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The chart below shows the percentage of households in owned and rented
asccommodation in England and Wales between 1918 and 2077,

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Wirte at least 150 words.,
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Band 6.5 Model Answer
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The bar chart illustrates the percentage of households in England and Wales that
owned or rented their accommodation from 1918 to 2011.

Overall, the proportion of households in rented accommodation decreased significantly
over the period, while the percentage of owned accommodation increased, becoming
the dominant type by the end.

In 1918, a large majority of households (around 78%) were in rented accommodation,
compared to only about 23% in owned accommodation. By 1939, rented
accommodation fell slightly to 65%, while owned accommodation rose to 30%.

The trend continued, and by 1961, rented accommodation was 58% and owned was
42%. A major shift happened between 1961 and 1971, where owned accommodation
surpassed rented, reaching 50% compared to 40% for rented.

By 1991 and 2001, owned accommodation peaked at around 68%, while rented
accommodation dropped to 30% and 32% respectively. In 2011, owned accommodation
was still higher at 63%, but rented accommodation saw a slight increase to 36%.

(170 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview of the
main trends: the shift from rented to owned accommodation. You've accurately reported
the percentages for key years and noted the point where owned accommodation
became dominant. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing
increases and decreases (e.g., "surged," "plummeted," "experienced a rise," "marginal
change"). Also, work on integrating comparisons more smoothly throughout the body
paragraphs, rather than just listing figures for each year.

Band 7 Model Answer

The bar chart presents data on the proportion of households in England and Wales that
were either owned or rented over a long period, specifically from 1918 to 2011.

Overall, the most striking feature is the reversal of the dominant accommodation type:
rented housing, which was initially prevalent, was steadily overtaken by owned
accommodation, which became the majority by the latter half of the 20th century.

In 1918, rented accommodation accounted for the vast majority of households, at
approximately 78%, while owned accommodation represented a mere 23%. This
disparity began to narrow over the next few decades, with rented housing dropping to
65% in 1939 and 58% in 1961, as owned housing gradually increased to 30% and 42%
respectively.
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A significant crossover occurred between 1961 and 1971, where owned
accommodation surpassed rented for the first time, reaching around 50% compared to
40% for rented. This trend continued, and by 1991 and 2001, owned accommodation
peaked at roughly 68%, while rented housing declined to approximately 30-32%.

By the final year, 2011, owned accommodation remained the majority at 63%, although
it had slightly decreased from its peak. Conversely, rented accommodation saw a
modest increase to 36% in the same year.

(215 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "striking feature," "reversal of the dominant type," "prevalent," "disparity
began to narrow," and "significant crossover." Your overview is more comprehensive,
effectively highlighting the key shift and the consistent trend. You've done a good job of
explicitly comparing the two categories and making observations about the "significant
crossover." The flow is much smoother with better linking words and varied sentence
structures. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance
and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater
grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided bar chart meticulously delineates the evolving landscape of housing
tenure in England and Wales, illustrating the proportional distribution of households in
owned versus rented accommodation across various intervals from 1918 to 2011.

Overall, the most profound demographic shift observed over the ninety-three-year
period is the dramatic reversal of the predominant housing type: from a society
overwhelmingly dominated by rented accommodation in the early 20th century to one
where homeownership became the clear majority by its latter half.

In 1918, a substantial majority of households, approximately 78%, resided in rented
accommodation, contrasting sharply with a mere 23% in owned properties. This stark
disparity gradually began to narrow over the ensuing decades, with rented housing
declining to 65% by 1939 and 58% by 1961, while owned accommodation concurrently
saw a steady increase to 30% and 42% respectively.

A pivotal transformation occurred between 1961 and 1971, during which owned
accommodation definitively surpassed rented, reaching around 50% compared to 40%
for rented properties. This upward trajectory for homeownership continued, culminating
in a peak of approximately 68% in both 1991 and 2001. During these decades, rented
accommodation further contracted to around 30-32%.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 130



By the final recorded year, 2011, owned accommodation maintained its majority status
at 63%, albeit experiencing a slight dip from its zenith. Conversely, rented
accommodation witnessed a modest resurgence, increasing to 36% in the same year,
suggesting a subtle shift in the most recent period.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "most profound demographic
shift" and the "dramatic reversal" of housing tenure. Your vocabulary is consistently
sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineates," "evolving landscape," "housing
tenure," "proportional distribution," "overwhelmingly dominated," "stark disparity,"
"ensuing decades," "pivotal transformation," "definitively surpassed," "upward
trajectory,” "culminating," "contracted," "zenith," "modest resurgence"). You've skillfully
integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about the "subtle shift in the most recent
period." The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence
structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 15: Bar Chart (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 3, Task 1

The bar chart below shows the top ten countries for the production and consumption of
electricity in 2014.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Wiiting

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

¥ou should spend about 20 minutes on this task

The bar chart below shows the top ten countries for the production and
consumption of electricity in 2014.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

winte at least 150 words
Rank Country Electricity
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The bar chart illustrates the top ten countries in terms of electricity production and
consumption in 2014, measured in billion kWh.
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Overall, China and the United States were the biggest producers and consumers of
electricity. Most countries produced more electricity than they consumed, but Germany
was an exception.

China was the top country, producing 5,396 billion kWh and consuming 5,322 billion
kWh. The United States was second, with 4,099 billion kWh produced and 3,866 billion
kWh consumed. Russia produced 1,057 billion kWh and consumed 1,038 billion kWh.

Japan produced 936.2 billion kWh and consumed 856.7 billion kWh. India produced
698.8 billion kWh but consumed more, at 871 billion kWh. Canada, France, and Brazil
all produced more than they consumed.

Germany produced 526.6 billion kWh but consumed more, at 582.5 billion kWh. Korea
produced 485.1 billion kWh and consumed 449.5 billion kWh.

(168 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview,
highlighting the top countries and the general trend of production exceeding
consumption. You've accurately reported the figures for each country. To improve, try to
use more varied vocabulary for comparisons and differences (e.g., "surpassed,"
"deficit," "surplus"). Also, work on integrating comparisons more smoothly throughout
the body paragraphs, rather than just listing figures for each country.

Band 7 Model Answer

The bar chart presents data on the electricity production and consumption, in billion
kilowatt-hours (kWh), for the top ten countries globally in 2014.

Overall, China and the United States were by far the leading nations in both electricity
production and consumption. While most countries produced a surplus of electricity,
Germany and India were notable exceptions, consuming more than they generated.

China ranked first, with an impressive production of 5,396 billion kWh and consumption
of 5,322 billion kWh. The United States followed, producing 4,099 billion kWh and
consuming 3,866 billion kWh. Russia and Japan also showed significant figures, with
production exceeding consumption (Russia: 1,057 vs. 1,038; Japan: 936.2 vs. 856.7).

India, at fifth rank for production (698.8 billion kWh), was unique among the top five for
consuming considerably more electricity than it produced (871 billion kWh). Canada,
France, and Brazil all generated more electricity than they used.
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Conversely, Germany produced 526.6 billion kWh but consumed a larger amount at
582.5 billion kWh, indicating a deficit. South Korea, ranked tenth, produced 485.1 billion
kWh and consumed 449.5 billion kWh.

(207 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineates," "surplus," "deficit," "impressive," and "considerably more." Your
overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the top two countries and the
key exceptions to the general trend. You've done a good job of explicitly comparing
production and consumption within countries and across different ranks. The flow is
much smoother with better linking words and varied sentence structures. To push for an
8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a
slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided bar chart meticulously delineates the electricity production and
consumption figures, in billion kilowatt-hours (kWh), for the world's top ten countries in
2014.

Overall, China and the United States unequivocally dominated both electricity
generation and consumption. A pervasive trend among the majority of these leading
nations was a surplus of production over consumption, with Germany and India
standing out as notable exceptions exhibiting a consumption deficit.

China led the ranking, demonstrating an extraordinary production volume of 5,396
billion kWh, closely followed by its consumption at 5,322 billion kWh. The United States
secured the second position, generating 4,099 billion kWh and consuming 3,866 billion
kWh. Russia and Japan also exhibited substantial figures, with their production
marginally exceeding consumption (Russia: 1,057 vs. 1,038; Japan: 936.2 vs. 856.7).

India, despite ranking fifth in production at 698.8 billion kWh, presented a significant
anomaly by consuming a considerably larger amount, 871 billion kWh, indicating a
substantial reliance on imports. Canada, France, and Brazil all maintained a healthy
surplus, producing more electricity than they consumed.

Conversely, Germany registered a clear consumption deficit, generating 526.6 billion
kWh but utilizing 582.5 billion kWh. South Korea, at tenth position, produced 485.1
billion kWh and consumed 449.5 billion kWh, maintaining a modest surplus.

These figures underscore the immense scale of energy demands and supply dynamics
among the world's largest economies, revealing varied national energy strategies.
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(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "unequivocally dominated”
status of China and the US, along with the "pervasive trend" and "notable exceptions."
Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineates,’
"unequivocally dominated," "pervasive trend," "surplus of production," "consumption
deficit," "extraordinary production volume," "secured the second position," "exhibited
substantial figures," "marginally exceeding," "significant anomaly," "substantial reliance
on imports," "healthy surplus," "registered a clear consumption deficit," "modest
surplus," "i

immense scale," "varied national energy strategies"). You've skillfully
integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about "energy demands and supply
dynamics." The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence
structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 16: Maps (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 4, Task 1

The plans below show the layout of a university's sports centre now, and how it will look
after redevelopment.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Test 4

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The plans below show the layout of a university's sports centre now, and how
it will look after redevelopment.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at beast 150 words,

UNIVERSITY SPORTS CENTRE (present)

Gym

Qoo

Changimg room

S —

UNIVERSITY SPORTS CENTRE (future plans)

88 vt

==l B

._%?‘ \g_g

Changing W Changing
= 55 o] o

Band 6.5 Model Answer
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The two maps illustrate the current layout of a university's sports centre and its planned
redevelopment.

Overall, the sports centre will undergo significant changes, with new facilities like a
leisure pool, sports hall, and dance studios being added, and some existing areas being
removed or changed.

Currently, the sports centre has a reception area in the middle. To the north is a gym
with a 25m pool inside. There are changing rooms to the west and seating to the east.
On both the west and east sides of the main building, there are outdoor courts.

In the future plan, the layout will be very different. The outdoor courts on the west will be
replaced by a leisure pool and a changing room. The outdoor courts on the east will be
replaced by a sports hall and two dance studios. The gym and 25m pool will remain in
the same place.

New facilities will be added around the reception: a sports shop to the southwest and a
café to the southeast. The changing rooms will be moved to the south of the leisure pool
and the sports hall.

(173 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the maps' content and provided a good
overview of the major changes. Your organization is logical, describing the current state
first and then the planned developments. You've accurately noted key additions like the
leisure pool and sports hall. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing
locations and changes (e.g., "situated," "redeveloped," "converted," "expanded,"
"relocated"). Also, work on combining some of those shorter sentences to create a
smoother flow and show a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The two maps depict the current layout of a university sports centre and the proposed
plans for its future redevelopment.

Overall, the redevelopment will result in a substantial transformation of the sports
centre, with a significant expansion of indoor facilities, including new pools and activity
areas, and the removal of the outdoor courts.

Currently, the sports centre features a central reception area. To the north of the
reception is a gym, which includes a 25-meter pool, flanked by changing rooms to its
west and seating to its east. On either side of the main building, there are outdoor
courts.
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The future plans indicate a considerable redesign. The outdoor courts on the west side
will be replaced by a new leisure pool and an adjacent changing room. Similarly, the
outdoor courts on the east will be removed to make way for a sports hall and two dance
studios. The existing gym and 25-meter pool will remain in their original location.

Furthermore, new amenities are planned around the reception area: a sports shop will
be added to the southwest, and a café to the southeast. The changing rooms will be
relocated to new positions south of the leisure pool and the sports hall, indicating a
more organized layout.

(212 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "depict," "substantial transformation," "flanked," "adjacent," and "considerable
redesign." Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the major
changes and the expansion of indoor facilities. You've done a good job of explicitly
comparing the two layouts and making observations about the new amenities. The flow
is much smoother with better linking words and varied sentence structures. To push for
an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating
a slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided maps meticulously delineate the current configuration of a university's
sports centre and the comprehensive blueprint for its future redevelopment.

Overall, the proposed plans entail a profound transformation of the facility, characterized
by a significant expansion of indoor recreational and athletic spaces, the complete
removal of outdoor courts, and the strategic introduction of new amenities such as a
leisure pool, sports hall, and dedicated dance studios.

In its present state, the sports centre is organised around a central reception area.
Positioned directly to the north is a gym, which encompasses a 25-meter pool, bordered
by changing rooms on its western flank and seating areas to its east. Complementing
these indoor facilities, outdoor courts are situated on both the western and eastern
sides of the main building.

The future plans reveal a dramatic overhaul of this layout. The outdoor courts on the
western periphery will be entirely replaced by a new leisure pool, accompanied by a
dedicated changing room. Similarly, the eastern outdoor courts will be removed to
accommodate the construction of a spacious sports hall and two purpose-built dance
studios. The existing gym and 25-meter pool, however, are slated to remain in their
original positions.
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Furthermore, the redevelopment introduces additional facilities around the central
reception: a sports shop is planned for the southwest, and a café for the southeast. The
changing rooms will be strategically relocated to new areas south of both the leisure
pool and the sports hall, indicating a more efficient and user-friendly arrangement.

This comprehensive redesign clearly reflects an emphasis on modernizing the centre to
cater to a broader range of indoor activities and enhance the overall user experience.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "profound transformation" and
the "significant expansion of indoor recreational and athletic spaces." Your vocabulary
is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineate," "comprehensive
blueprint," "entail," "characterized by," "strategic introduction," "encompasses,"
"bordered by," "flank," "periphery," "entirely replaced," "accommodate the construction,"
"purpose-built," "slated to remain," "strategically relocated," "efficient and user-friendly
arrangement," "modernizing," "broader range," "enhance the overall user experience").
You've skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep,
insightful interpretation in the concluding paragraph about the overall design intent.
The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 17: Pie Charts (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 14, Test 1, Task 1

The charts below show the average percentages in typical meals of three types of
nutrients, all of which may be unhealthy if eaten too much.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show the average percentages in typical meals of three
types of nutrients, all of which may be unhealthy if eaten too much.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Average percentages of sodium, saturated fats and
added sugars in typical meals consumed in the USA

Sodium Saturated fat

29

Band 6.5 Model Answer

The three pie charts illustrate the average percentages of sodium, saturated fats, and
added sugars in typical meals consumed in the USA. These meals are breakfast, lunch,

dinner, and snacks.
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Overall, dinner is the meal with the highest percentage of sodium, while snacks contain
the most added sugars. Saturated fat is more evenly distributed, but lunch and dinner
have the highest amounts.

For sodium, dinner makes up the largest proportion at 43%, followed by lunch at 29%.
Breakfast and snacks both account for 14% of sodium.

In terms of saturated fat, dinner is the highest at 37%, with lunch at 26% and breakfast
at 21%. Snacks contribute the least at 16%.

For added sugars, snacks are the main source, providing 42%. Dinner accounts for
23%, and lunch for 19%. Breakfast has the lowest percentage at 16%.

(160 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview,
highlighting the meals with the highest proportions for each nutrient. You've accurately
reported the percentages for each category. To improve, try to use more varied
vocabulary for describing proportions and comparisons (e.g., "predominant," "significant
share," "minimal contribution"). Also, work on integrating comparisons more smoothly
throughout the body paragraphs, rather than just listing figures for each meal.

Band 7 Model Answer

The three pie charts delineate the average distribution of three potentially unhealthy
nutrients — sodium, saturated fats, and added sugars — across typical meals consumed
in the USA, specifically breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks.

Overall, it is evident that dinner accounts for the largest proportion of sodium and
saturated fat intake, whereas snacks are the primary source of added sugars. The
distribution of these nutrients varies considerably by meal type.

Regarding sodium, dinner contributes the highest percentage at 43%, followed by lunch
at 29%. Both breakfast and snacks account for an equal and smaller share of 14%
each.

For saturated fat, dinner again represents the largest proportion at 37%. Lunch follows
with 26%, while breakfast accounts for 21%. Snacks provide the smallest percentage of
saturated fat, at 16%.

A contrasting pattern emerges with added sugars, where snacks are by far the
dominant contributor, accounting for 42%. Dinner contributes 23%, and lunch 19%.
Breakfast registers the lowest percentage of added sugars, at 16%.
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These figures highlight that specific meals are disproportionately responsible for the
intake of certain nutrients, with dinner being a significant source of sodium and
saturated fats, and snacks being key for added sugars.

(212 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "potentially unhealthy nutrients," "predominant," and "disproportionately
responsible." Your overview is comprehensive, effectively highlighting the primary meal
sources for each nutrient. You've done a good job of explicitly comparing the meals
within each nutrient category. The flow is much smoother with better linking words and
varied sentence structures. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even
greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to
show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided set of three pie charts meticulously delineates the average proportional
contributions of sodium, saturated fats, and added sugars across typical meal
categories — breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks — consumed by the population of the
USA. These nutrients are highlighted for their potential unhealthiness when consumed
in excess.

Overall, a clear pattern emerges whereby dinner constitutes the predominant source for
both sodium and saturated fat, while snacks are overwhelmingly responsible for the
intake of added sugars. The distribution of these specific nutrients exhibits significant
variations across the four meal types.

Considering sodium, dinner accounts for the largest segment at 43% of daily intake,
followed by lunch at 29%. Both breakfast and snacks contribute an identical and
considerably smaller proportion of 14% each.

In the case of saturated fat, dinner again represents the highest percentage at 37%.
Lunch contributes the second largest share at 26%, while breakfast accounts for 21%.
Snacks provide the least amount of saturated fat, registering a mere 16%.

A distinct and contrasting trend is observed with added sugars, for which snacks are
unequivocally the dominant contributor, accounting for a substantial 42%. Dinner
provides 23%, and lunch 19%. Breakfast, however, is the least significant source of
added sugars, at 16%.

These figures collectively underscore the necessity of meal-specific dietary
considerations, revealing that while dinner is a significant determinant of sodium and

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 142



saturated fat intake, effective management of added sugar consumption necessitates
careful attention to snack choices.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, immediately setting the context and purpose. The overview immediately
captures the "clear pattern” and the "overwhelmingly responsible" nature of snacks
for added sugars. Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied
("meticulously delineates," "proportional contributions," "potential unhealthiness,"
"exhibits significant variations," "predominant source," "considerably smaller proportion,"
"distinct and contrasting trend," "unequivocally the dominant contributor," "substantial,"
"least significant source," "collectively underscore," "necessity of meal-specific dietary
considerations," "significant determinant," "effective management"). You've skillfully
integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about "meal-specific dietary considerations."
The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 18: Mixed Chart (Bar Chart and Table) (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 16, Test 2, Task 1

The chart below shows the value of one country's exports in various categories during
2015 and 2016. The table shows the percentage change in each category of exports in
2016 compared with 2015.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 143



Test 2

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task

The chart below shows the value of one country's exports in various
cafegories during 2015 and 2016. The table shows the percentage change in
each category of exports in 2016 compared with 2015.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Wite at least 150 wards,

Export Earnings (2015-2016)
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Petroletm  Engineered Gems and  Agricultural  Textiles
products goods jewellary  products

Product Category

Percentage change in values (2015-2016)

Petroleum products * 3%
Engineered goods *- B.E%
Gams and jewellery * 5.18%
Agricultural products * 0.81%
Textiles * 15.24%

50

Band 6.5 Model Answer

The bar chart displays the value of one country's exports in five categories (Petroleum
products, Engineered goods, Gems and jewellery, Agricultural products, Textiles) in
2015 and 2016, measured in billions of dollars. The table shows the percentage change

for each category in 2016 compared to 2015.
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Overall, most export categories saw an increase in value, with Textiles showing the
biggest percentage rise. Petroleum products and Engineered goods were the highest
earning categories in both years.

In 2015, Petroleum products had the highest value at about $60 billion, increasing
slightly to around $62 billion in 2016. Engineered goods were second, rising from about
$58 billion to $60 billion. Gems and jewellery exports were about $40 billion in 2015,
falling to $38 billion in 2016.

Agricultural products saw a small increase from about $30 billion to $31 billion. Textiles
increased from $26 billion to $30 billion.

The table shows that Textiles had the largest percentage change at 15.24%.
Engineered goods increased by 8.5% and Gems and jewellery by 5.18%. Petroleum
products had a 3% increase, and Agricultural products increased by 0.81%.

(176 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data sources and provided a good overview
of the main trends. You've accurately reported values from the bar chart and linked
them to the percentage changes in the table. To improve, be more precise with your
data points when possible instead of using "about" or "around" if the chart allows for a
closer estimate. Also, work on integrating the information from both visuals more
explicitly in your comparison sentences to show clearer relationships between value and
percentage change. Try to vary your linking words and sentence structures more.

Band 7 Model Answer

The provided bar chart illustrates the export earnings, in billions of dollars, for five
distinct categories (Petroleum products, Engineered goods, Gems and jewellery,
Agricultural products, and Textiles) in a particular country during 2015 and 2016.
Concurrently, the accompanying table details the percentage change in value for each
of these categories over the same period.

Overall, the majority of export categories witnessed growth between 2015 and 2016,
with Textiles recording the most substantial percentage increase. Petroleum products
and Engineered goods remained the dominant earners in both years, despite the former
showing only a modest percentage rise.

In 2015, Petroleum products led with approximately $61 billion in exports, increasing
marginally to $63 billion in 2016, a 3% rise. Engineered goods followed closely, with
values rising from $59 billion to $62 billion, representing an 8.5% increase. Conversely,
Gems and jewellery exports experienced a slight decline from $42 billion to $38 billion,
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despite a reported 5.18% increase in the table (which suggests a discrepancy or
specific interpretation might be needed for the chart's exact values, but report the table's
figure as given).

Agricultural products saw a modest rise of 0.81%, from $29 billion to around $30 billion.
Textiles demonstrated the most impressive growth, surging from $26 billion in 2015 to
$30 billion in 2016, marking a 15.24% increase.

The data highlights varied performance across export sectors, with some categories
experiencing robust growth while others saw more subdued changes.

(227 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineates," "concomitantly," "substantive," and "dominant earners." Your overview
effectively captures both the general trend and key exceptions/leaders. You've done a
good job of explicitly linking the changes in value to the percentage changes. The flow
is smoother with better linking words and varied sentence structures. The point about
the Gems and jewellery discrepancy is a good one, showing careful observation. To
push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps
integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to show greater grammatical
control. Also, a very slight discrepancy in the data points for Gems & Jewellery is noted
- the bar chart visually suggests a decrease, while the table shows an increase. In a real
exam, it's best to acknowledge this if noticed, or prioritize the table's explicit percentage
change. Here, I've reported the table's change as given, acknowledging the visual
decline.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided bar chart meticulously delineates the export values, expressed in billions
of dollars, for five distinct product categories from a specific country in 2015 and 2016.
Concurrently, the accompanying table precisely quantifies the percentage change in
value for each of these export categories over the same two-year period.

Overall, the period under review was characterized by a widespread increase in export
earnings across most categories, with textiles exhibiting the most pronounced
proportional growth. Petroleum products and Engineered goods consistently constituted
the predominant revenue generators, despite displaying comparatively modest
percentage gains relative to the smallest sector.

In 2015, Petroleum products commanded the highest export value, standing at
approximately $61 billion, which experienced a marginal increase to $63 billion in 2016,
translating to a 3% rise. Engineered goods followed closely, escalating from $59 billion
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to $62 billion, representing a significant 8.5% growth. Notably, Gems and jewellery
exports, despite their considerable initial value of $42 billion, saw a slight decline to $38
billion in 2016, even though the table indicates a 5.18% increase — a discrepancy
implying varying data interpretations or rounding.

Agricultural products registered a minimal increase of 0.81%, from $29 billion to $30
billion. Textiles, however, demonstrated the most remarkable performance, with
earnings surging from $26 billion in 2015 to $30 billion in 2016, accounting for a
substantial 15.24% increase.

These figures collectively underscore varied dynamics within the country's export
sectors, revealing that while the established high-value categories maintained their
prominence, smaller sectors like textiles exhibited a greater capacity for rapid
expansion.

(270 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "widespread increase", the
"most pronounced proportional growth" in textiles, and the "predominant revenue
generators." Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously
delineates," "precisely quantifies," "characterized by," "widespread increase,"
"pronounced proportional growth," "predominant revenue generators," "comparatively
modest," "commanded the highest export value," "marginal increase," "escalating,"

"notably," "considerable initial value," "discrepancy implying varying data interpretations
or rounding," "minimal increase," "remarkable performance," "surging," "substantial
increase," "varied dynamics," "established high-value categories," "greater capacity for

rapid expansion"). You've skillfully integrated data from both sources, highlighted
nuances (including the observed discrepancy), and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about "varied dynamics" and "capacity for
rapid expansion." The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex
sentence structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 19: Process Diagram (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 14, Test 3, Task 1

The diagram below shows how electricity is generated in a hydroelectric power station.
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Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.

Test 3

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The diagram below shows how electricity is generated in a hydroelectric
power station.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Wiite at least 150 words.

Hydroelectric power station

Dam
High-level
reservoir

Power station

Intake (Day: open,
Night: closed)

Low-level
reservair

Reversible turbines
Day: operate generator
Night: pump water into

high-level reservair

72
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The diagram illustrates how a hydroelectric power station generates electricity using
water.

Overall, the process involves water moving from a high-level reservoir through a dam to
a low-level reservoir, driving turbines to make electricity during the day, and being
pumped back up at night.

During the day, water from a high-level reservoir flows down through an intake near a
dam. This flow of water turns reversible turbines inside a power station. These turbines
then operate a generator, which produces electricity. The electricity is sent through
power lines to the national grid. After passing through the turbines, the water flows into
a low-level reservoir.

At night, the process is reversed. Water is pumped from the low-level reservoir back up
to the high-level reservoir. The reversible turbines act as pumps for this. The intake that
was open during the day is closed at night. This prepares the system to generate
electricity again the next day.

(160 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly outlined the main stages of how a hydroelectric power
station works, differentiating between day and night operations. The overview correctly
identifies the key components and the cyclical nature. To improve, try to use more
varied vocabulary for describing the actions and transformations (e.g., "propels,"
"activates," "recirculates"). Also, work on combining some of your shorter sentences to
create a smoother flow and demonstrate a wider range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The provided diagram delineates the operational mechanism of a hydroelectric power
station, detailing how it generates electricity by harnessing the movement of water.

Overall, the system functions on a continuous, two-phase cycle: during the day, water
descends from a high-level reservoir to produce electricity, and at night, it is pumped
back up to the higher reservoir, effectively recharging the system.

During daylight hours, electricity generation commences as water from the high-level
reservoir flows downwards through an intake located at the base of a dam. This
powerful flow of water propels reversible turbines within the power station. The rotation
of these turbines, in turn, drives a generator, which is responsible for producing
electricity, subsequently transmitted via power lines to the national grid. The water then
discharges into a low-level reservoir.
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Conversely, at night, the process is inverted to prepare for the next day's operation.
Water is pumped from the low-level reservoir back up to the high-level reservoir, utilizing
the same reversible turbines, which now function as pumps. Crucially, the intake is
closed during this nocturnal pumping phase.

This cyclical design ensures a sustainable and efficient method of electricity production,
allowing for energy storage and release based on demand.

(207 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineates," "operational mechanism," "harnessing," "continuous, two-phase cycle,"
and "propels." Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the
day/night distinction and the cyclical nature. You've done a good job of explicitly
describing each stage and its purpose. The flow is much smoother with better linking
words and varied sentence structures. To push for an 8, consider refining some
phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex
sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided diagram meticulously delineates the intricate, cyclical process by which
electricity is generated within a hydroelectric power station, highlighting its operational
phases during both day and night.

Overall, the system functions as a highly efficient, closed-loop mechanism that
leverages gravitational potential energy to produce electricity during peak demand
periods (day) and subsequently recharges its water reservoir during off-peak times
(night), ensuring a continuous and sustainable power supply.

During daylight hours, the generation of electricity is initiated as water is released from a
high-level reservoir, positioned behind a substantial dam. This water cascades
downwards through an intake structure, gaining kinetic energy, which then powerfully
propels a set of reversible turbines located within the power station. The mechanical
rotation of these turbines is coupled with a generator, which efficiently converts this
kinetic energy into electrical power, subsequently transmitted via power lines to the
national grid. The expelled water is then discharged into a low-level reservoir.

Conversely, during the nocturnal phase, the operational flow is reversed to replenish the
high-level reservoir. Electricity from the national grid is used to power the reversible
turbines, which now function as pumps, drawing water from the low-level reservoir and
forcing it back upwards to the higher reservoir. Throughout this pumping operation, the
intake valve, which was open during the day, is closed.
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This sophisticated, pumped-hydro storage design enables the power station to act as a
significant energy buffer, optimizing grid stability and ensuring a reliable, renewable
energy source.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, and the overview immediately captures the "intricate, cyclical process"
and the "highly efficient, closed-loop mechanism" with its day/night distinction. Your
vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineates,"
"intricate, cyclical process," "harnesses," "leverages gravitational potential energy,"
"subsequently recharges," "continuous and sustainable power supply,
"cascades downwards," " " "powerfully propels,

initiated,"
mechanical

gaining kinetic energy,

rotation," "coupled with a generator," "efficiently converts," "expelled water," "nocturnal
phase," "replenish," "functions as pumps," "sophisticated, pumped-hydro storage
design," "significant energy buffer," "optimizing grid stability," "reliable, renewable

energy source"). You've skillfully integrated descriptions of the physical components
with the energy transformations and the rationale behind the day/night operation. The
cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 20: Maps (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 14, Test 4, Task 1

The plans below show a public park when it first opened in 1920 and the same park
today.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Test 4

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The plans below show a public park when it first opened in 1920 and the same
park today.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

The two maps illustrate the layout of Grange Park when it was first opened in 1920 and
its current layout today.
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Overall, the park has undergone significant changes over the years, with new facilities
being added and some old ones being removed or replaced. The park has become
more modern and accessible.

In 1920, Grange Park had two rose gardens, one in the northwest and one in the
northeast, both with seats nearby. In the central area, there was a stage for musicians
and a fountain. To the east, there was a pond for water plants and a glasshouse. There
were entrances from Arnold Avenue (north) and Eldon Street (south).

Today, the park looks different. The northern rose gardens and seats remain, but the
stage for musicians and the fountain are gone. In their place, an amphitheatre for
concerts has been built in the west, and a café and children's play area are now in the
northeast. The pond for water plants has been replaced by a water feature, and the
glasshouse is also gone.

There is now a new entrance from Eldon Street leading to an underground car park.
More seats have been added around the park.

(176 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the maps' content and provided a good
overview of the major transformations. Your organization is logical, describing the park's
past before detailing its present state. You've accurately noted key additions and
removals. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary for describing locations and
changes (e.g., "situated," "replaced by," "redeveloped," "converted"). Also, work on
combining some of your shorter sentences to create a smoother flow and show a wider
range of grammatical structures.

Band 7 Model Answer

The two maps depict the layout of Grange Park at two distinct points in time: its original
design upon opening in 1920 and its current configuration.

Overall, the park has undergone a substantial modernization, with the removal of some
original features and the introduction of new recreational and entertainment facilities,
alongside improved accessibility, notably a car park.

In 1920, Grange Park featured two symmetrical rose gardens, one in the northwest and
another in the northeast, both accompanied by seating. The central area housed a
stage for musicians and a fountain. To the east, there was a pond for water plants and a
glasshouse. The park had two main entrances, from Arnold Avenue in the north and
Eldon Street in the south.
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By today, the park's layout has been significantly altered. While the northern rose
gardens and adjacent seating areas are retained, the stage for musicians and the
fountain have been removed. In their place, a large amphitheatre for concerts has been
constructed in the western section, and a new café along with a children's play area has
been added to the northeast. The pond for water plants has been replaced by a modern
water feature, and the glasshouse no longer exists.

Additionally, a new entrance has been created on Eldon Street, providing access to an
underground car park, and extra seating has been strategically placed throughout the
park.

(221 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "distinct points in time," "substantial modernization," "symmetrical,"
"accompanied by," and "significantly altered." Your overview is more comprehensive,
effectively highlighting the major changes and the park's modernization. You've done a
good job of explicitly comparing the two layouts and making observations about the new
amenities and accessibility. The flow is much smoother with better linking words and
varied sentence structures. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even
greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to
show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided pair of maps meticulously delineate the transformation of Grange Park,
illustrating its original design upon opening in 1920 and its current configuration.

Overall, the park has undergone a profound redevelopment over the intervening
decades, characterized by a comprehensive shift towards more modern recreational
and entertainment amenities, the removal of several original features, and a significant
enhancement of accessibility, notably through the addition of a subterranean car park.

In 1920, Grange Park presented a more traditional layout. Two symmetrical rose
gardens, each complemented by seating, were situated in the northwest and northeast
quadrants. The central area was dominated by a stage for musicians and an ornate
fountain. To the eastern side, a dedicated pond for water plants and a glasshouse were
present. Entrances were provided from Arnold Avenue to the north and Eldon Street to
the south.

By contrast, the present-day layout reveals a substantial remodelling. While the rose
gardens and seating in the northern section have been meticulously preserved, the
stage for musicians and the fountain have been entirely superseded. Their former
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positions are now occupied by an extensive amphitheatre for concerts in the western
part of the park, and a newly installed café alongside a children's play area in the
northeast. The original pond for water plants has been replaced by a contemporary
water feature, and the glasshouse has been removed.

Furthermore, a significant new entrance on Eldon Street now provides direct access to
an underground car park, and a greater proliferation of seating areas has been
strategically introduced throughout the park, optimizing visitor comfort and convenience.

(270 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, immediately capturing the "profound redevelopment" and the "comprehensive
shift towards more modern recreational and entertainment amenities." Your vocabulary
is consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineate," "intervening
decades," "comprehensive shift," "subterranean car park," "symmetrical,"
"complemented by," "ornate fountain," "dominated by," "substantial remodelling,"
"meticulously preserved," "entirely superseded," "extensive amphitheatre," "newly
installed," "contemporary water feature," "greater proliferation," "strategically
introduced," "optimizing visitor comfort and convenience"). You've skillfully integrated
comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful interpretation in
the concluding paragraph about the park's modernization and enhanced user
experience. The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence
structures is impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 21: Pie Charts (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 14, Test 1, Task 1

The charts below show the average percentages in typical meals of three types of
nutrients, all of which may be unhealthy if eaten too much.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Writing

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts below show the average percentages in typical meals of three
types of nutrients, all of which may be unhealthy if eaten too much.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Average percentages of sodium, saturated fats and
added sugars in typical meals consumed in the USA

Sodium Saturated fat

. Breakfast . Dinner
Lunch D Snacks

Added sugar

29

Band 6.5 Model Answer
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The three pie charts illustrate the average percentages of sodium, saturated fats, and
added sugars in typical meals consumed in the USA. These meals are breakfast, lunch,
dinner, and snacks.

Overall, dinner is the meal with the highest percentage of sodium, while snacks contain
the most added sugars. Saturated fat is more evenly distributed, but lunch and dinner
have the highest amounts.

For sodium, dinner makes up the largest proportion at 43%, followed by lunch at 29%.
Breakfast and snacks both account for 14% of sodium.

In terms of saturated fat, dinner is the highest at 37%, with lunch at 26% and breakfast
at 21%. Snacks contribute the least at 16%.

For added sugars, snacks are the main source, providing 42%. Dinner accounts for
23%, and lunch for 19%. Breakfast has the lowest percentage at 16%.

(160 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview,
highlighting the meals with the highest proportions for each nutrient. You've accurately
reported the percentages for each category. To improve, try to use more varied
vocabulary for describing proportions and comparisons (e.g., "predominant," "significant
share," "minimal contribution"). Also, work on integrating comparisons more smoothly
throughout the body paragraphs, rather than just listing figures for each meal.

Band 7 Model Answer

The three pie charts delineate the average distribution of three potentially unhealthy
nutrients — sodium, saturated fats, and added sugars — across typical meals consumed
in the USA, specifically breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks.

Overall, it is evident that dinner accounts for the largest proportion of sodium and
saturated fat intake, whereas snacks are the primary source of added sugars. The
distribution of these nutrients varies considerably by meal type.

Regarding sodium, dinner contributes the highest percentage at 43%, followed by lunch
at 29%. Both breakfast and snacks account for an equal and smaller share of 14%
each.

For saturated fat, dinner again represents the largest proportion at 37%. Lunch follows
with 26%, while breakfast accounts for 21%. Snacks provide the smallest percentage of
saturated fat, at 16%.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 157



A contrasting pattern emerges with added sugars, where snacks are by far the
dominant contributor, accounting for 42%. Dinner contributes 23%, and lunch 19%.
Breakfast registers the lowest percentage of added sugars, at 16%.

These figures highlight that specific meals are disproportionately responsible for the
intake of certain nutrients, with dinner being a significant source of sodium and
saturated fats, and snacks being key for added sugars.

(212 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineate," "potentially unhealthy nutrients," "predominant," and "disproportionately
responsible." Your overview is comprehensive, effectively highlighting the primary meal
sources for each nutrient. You've done a good job of explicitly comparing the meals
within each nutrient category. The flow is much smoother with better linking words and
varied sentence structures. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even
greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to
show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided set of three pie charts meticulously delineates the average proportional
contributions of sodium, saturated fats, and added sugars across typical meal
categories — breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks — consumed by the population of the
USA. These nutrients are highlighted for their potential unhealthiness when consumed
in excess.

Overall, a clear pattern emerges whereby dinner constitutes the predominant source for
both sodium and saturated fat, while snacks are overwhelmingly responsible for the
intake of added sugars. The distribution of these specific nutrients exhibits significant
variations across the four meal types.

Considering sodium, dinner accounts for the largest segment at 43% of daily intake,
followed by lunch at 29%. Both breakfast and snacks contribute an identical and
considerably smaller proportion of 14% each.

In the case of saturated fat, dinner again represents the highest percentage at 37%.
Lunch contributes the second largest share at 26%, while breakfast accounts for 21%.
Snacks provide the least amount of saturated fat, registering a mere 16%.

A distinct and contrasting trend is observed with added sugars, for which snacks are
unequivocally the dominant contributor, accounting for a substantial 42%. Dinner
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provides 23%, and lunch 19%. Breakfast, however, is the least significant source of
added sugars, at 16%.

These figures collectively underscore the necessity of meal-specific dietary
considerations, revealing that while dinner is a significant determinant of sodium and
saturated fat intake, effective management of added sugar consumption necessitates
careful attention to snack choices.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, immediately setting the context and purpose. The overview immediately
captures the "clear pattern” and the "overwhelmingly responsible" nature of snacks
for added sugars. Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated and varied
("meticulously delineates," "proportional contributions," "potential unhealthiness,"
"exhibits significant variations," "predominant source," "considerably smaller proportion,"
"distinct and contrasting trend," "unequivocally the dominant contributor," "substantial,"
"least significant source," "collectively underscore," "necessity of meal-specific dietary
considerations," "significant determinant," "effective management"). You've skillfully
integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about "meal-specific dietary considerations."
The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!

Report 22: Bar Chart (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 15, Test 1, Task 1

The chart below shows the results of a survey about people's coffee and tea buying and
drinking habits in five Australian cities.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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Test 1

WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The chart below shows the results of a survey about people’s coffee and fea
buying and drinking habits in five Australian cities.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main fealires, and
make comparisons wheve relevart.

Write al least 150 words.

Coffee and tea buying and drinking habits in five cities in Australia
70% 7
B5% - - =
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55%
50% iy
45%
40% o

35%

Percentage of city residents

30%
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Bl Bought fresh coffee in last 4 weeks
Bought Instant cofiee in |last 4 weeks
Bl Went to a café for coffes ar tea In last 4 weeks

28 +er.12?|

Band 6.5 Model Answer

The bar chart illustrates the results of a survey on coffee and tea buying and drinking
habits in five Australian cities: Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, and Hobart. The
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survey looked at three categories: buying fresh coffee, buying instant coffee, and going
to a cafe.

Overall, going to a cafe for coffee or tea was the most popular activity in all five cities.
Buying instant coffee was generally more common than buying fresh coffee.

In Sydney, 60% of residents went to a cafe, 45% bought instant coffee, and 40% bought
fresh coffee. Melbourne had the highest cafe visits at 65%, with 49% buying instant and
40% buying fresh coffee.

In Brisbane, 55% visited cafes, 48% bought instant coffee, and 33% bought fresh
coffee. Adelaide showed 50% for cafe visits, 50% for instant coffee, and 34% for fresh
coffee.

Hobart had 60% for cafe visits, 54% for instant coffee, and 37% for fresh coffee. It is
clear that cafe culture is strong across these Australian cities.

(166 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview,
highlighting the most popular activity and the general preference for instant coffee.
You've accurately reported the percentages for each category in all cities. To improve,
try to use more varied vocabulary for comparisons (e.g., "predominant," "marginal
difference," "outstripped"). Also, work on integrating comparisons more smoothly
throughout the body paragraphs, rather than just listing figures for each city.

Band 7 Model Answer

The bar chart presents the findings of a survey on coffee and tea purchasing and
consumption habits across five Australian cities: Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane,
Adelaide, and Hobart. The data is categorised into three activities: buying fresh coffee,
buying instant coffee, and visiting a café.

Overall, visiting a café for coffee or tea was consistently the most prevalent activity in all
five cities. Additionally, the proportion of residents buying instant coffee generally
surpassed those buying fresh coffee across the surveyed locations.

In Melbourne and Hobart, café visits were particularly high, both reaching 65% and 60%
respectively. Sydney also showed a significant 60% for café visits, while Brisbane and
Adelaide recorded 55% and 50% respectively.

Regarding coffee purchases, instant coffee was generally more popular than fresh
coffee. In Melbourne, 49% bought instant compared to 40% fresh. Similarly, Hobart saw
54% for instant versus 37% for fresh. Adelaide had an equal proportion for instant
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coffee and café visits at 50%. The smallest gap between instant and fresh coffee
purchases was in Sydney (45% vs. 40%).

These figures suggest a strong café culture and a general preference for instant coffee
over fresh coffee for home consumption among residents in these Australian cities.

(215 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineates," "purchasing and consumption habits," "prevalent activity," and
"surpassed." Your overview is more comprehensive, effectively highlighting the
consistent popularity of cafes and the general trend of instant over fresh coffee. You've
done a good job of explicitly comparing the cities and activities, and your observation
about the strong café culture is a good analytical touch. The flow is much smoother with
better linking words and varied sentence structures. To push for an 8, consider refining
some phrasing for even greater nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex
sentence structure to show greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided bar chart meticulously delineates the findings of a comprehensive survey
concerning the coffee and tea buying and drinking habits of residents in five prominent
Australian cities: Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, and Hobart. The data is
segmented into three distinct activities: purchasing fresh coffee, purchasing instant
coffee, and patronizing a café for coffee or tea.

Overall, a striking commonality across all five urban centres was the unequivocal
dominance of café visits as the most prevalent activity. Furthermore, a consistent trend
indicated that the acquisition of instant coffee for home consumption generally
outstripped that of fresh coffee across the surveyed locations.

In Melbourne and Hobart, café visitation rates were particularly high, with 65% and 60%
of residents respectively engaging in this activity. Sydney also demonstrated a
significant propensity for café visits at 60%, while Brisbane and Adelaide recorded
slightly lower, though still substantial, figures of 55% and 50% respectively.

Regarding at-home coffee consumption, instant coffee consistently surpassed fresh
coffee purchases. For instance, in Melbourne, 49% bought instant coffee compared to
40% for fresh. Similarly, Hobart registered 54% for instant versus 37% for fresh.
Adelaide presented a unique scenario where instant coffee purchases mirrored café
visits at 50%. The narrowest margin between instant and fresh coffee acquisition was
observed in Sydney, at 45% versus 40%.
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These figures collectively underscore the profound influence of café culture in these
Australian cities, alongside a discernible preference for the convenience of instant
coffee for domestic use, suggesting diverse consumption patterns despite overall high
engagement with both beverages.

(269 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, immediately setting the context and the three distinct activities. The overview
immediately captures the "unequivocal dominance of café visits" and the
"consistent trend" of instant coffee outstripping fresh coffee. Your vocabulary is
consistently sophisticated and varied ("meticulously delineates," "comprehensive
survey," "prominent Australian cities," "segmented into three distinct activities,"
"patronizing a café," "striking commonality," "unequivocal dominance," "prevalent
activity," "outstripped," "significant propensity," "unique scenario," "narrowest margin,"
"profound influence," "discernible preference," "diverse consumption patterns"). You've
skillfully integrated comparisons, highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful
interpretation in the concluding paragraph about "profound influence of café culture"
and "discernible preference for the convenience of instant coffee." The cohesion is
seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is impeccable. Truly
exceptional work!

Report 23: Line Graph (Academic)
Source: Cambridge IELTS 15, Test 2, Task 1

The graph below shows the number of tourists visiting a particular Caribbean island
between 2010 and 2017.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make
comparisons where relevant.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graph below shows the number of tourists visiting a particular Caribbean
island between 2010 and 2017.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Number of tourists visiting a Caribbean island (2010-2017)
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Band 6.5 Model Answer
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The line graph illustrates the number of tourists who visited a Caribbean island from
2010 to 2017. It shows three categories: total visitors, visitors staying on the island, and
visitors staying on cruise ships.

Overall, the total number of tourists increased steadily over the period. Visitors staying
on the island made up the majority of tourists, while cruise ship visitors were always
fewer.

In 2010, the total number of visitors was 1 million. Of these, about 0.75 million stayed on
the island, and 0.25 million arrived on cruise ships. By 2011, total visitors rose to 1.5
million, with island stays at 1 million and cruise ships at 0.5 million.

The total number of visitors continued to rise, reaching 2.5 million in 2014 and then 3.5
million in 2017. Island stay visitors also increased, from 1.25 million in 2012 to 2 million
in 2017.

Cruise ship visitors showed some changes. They increased from 0.5 million in 2011 to 1
million in 2014, then decreased slightly to 0.75 million in 2016, before rising to 1.5
million in 2017.

(171 words)

My Two Cents: You've clearly identified the data and provided a good overview of the
overall increase and the dominance of island stay visitors. You've accurately reported
figures for different categories and years. To improve, try to use more varied vocabulary
for describing trends and changes (e.g., "surged," "declined marginally," "fluctuated").
Also, work on integrating comparisons more smoothly throughout the body paragraphs,
rather than just listing figures. Focus on highlighting the most significant changes and
relationships.

Band 7 Model Answer

The line graph presents data on the number of tourists, in millions, who visited a specific
Caribbean island between 2010 and 2017, distinguishing between those staying on the
island and those arriving on cruise ships, as well as the total number.

Overall, the total tourist arrivals to the Caribbean island saw a consistent increase
throughout the eight-year period. Visitors staying on the island consistently represented
the larger proportion of tourists, though cruise ship visitors also grew, albeit with some
fluctuations.

In 2010, the island received a total of 1 million tourists, comprising 0.75 million island
stays and 0.25 million cruise ship visitors. Both categories, and thus the total, rose
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steadily until 2014, with total visitors reaching 2.5 million. By this point, island stays had
increased to 1.5 million, and cruise ship visitors to 1 million.

From 2014 to 2017, the upward trend in total visitors continued, escalating to 3.5 million.
Island stay visitors also showed a continuous rise, reaching 2 million in 2017. However,
cruise ship visitors experienced a slight dip to 0.75 million in 2016 before recovering to
1.5 million in 2017, marking their highest figure.

These figures indicate a growing popularity of the Caribbean island as a tourist
destination, driven primarily by long-stay visitors but with a significant contribution from
cruise tourism, particularly by 2017.

(219 words)

My Two Cents: This is a strong Band 7 response! You've used more precise vocabulary
like "delineates," "distinguishing between," "consistent increase," "fluctuations," and
"escalating." Your overview is comprehensive, effectively highlighting the overall trend
and the relative contributions of the two visitor types. You've done a good job of
explicitly comparing the categories and noting specific points of interest, like the dip in
cruise ship visitors. The flow is much smoother with better linking words and varied
sentence structures. To push for an 8, consider refining some phrasing for even greater
nuance and perhaps integrating a slightly more complex sentence structure to show
greater grammatical control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The provided line graph meticulously delineates the tourist arrival figures, in millions, for
a specific Caribbean island across an eight-year span, from 2010 to 2017, categorising
visitors into those staying on the island, those arriving via cruise ships, and the
aggregate total.

Overall, the period under review witnessed a pronounced and consistent upward
trajectory in total tourist numbers. Throughout this timeframe, visitors opting to stay on
the island consistently constituted the predominant segment of arrivals, although cruise
ship visitors also experienced substantial growth, albeit with some notable fluctuations.

In 2010, the island recorded an initial total of 1 million visitors, with island stays
accounting for 0.75 million and cruise ship arrivals for 0.25 million. Both categories
exhibited a steady ascent over the subsequent four years, culminating in a total of 2.5
million visitors by 2014. At this juncture, island stay figures had risen to 1.5 million, while
cruise ship visitors reached 1 million.
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Between 2014 and 2017, the overall increase in total arrivals continued unabated,
ultimately escalating to 3.5 million. Island stay visitors maintained their consistent
growth, reaching 2 million in 2017. Conversely, cruise ship arrivals experienced a brief
decline to 0.75 million in 2016 before rebounding sharply to conclude the period at a
peak of 1.5 million.

These figures collectively underscore the Caribbean island's burgeoning appeal as a
multifaceted tourist destination, with sustained growth attributable to both extended
stays and, increasingly, the significant contribution of cruise tourism, particularly towards
the end of the specified period.

(270 words)

My Two Cents: This is an outstanding Band 8 report! Your introduction is highly
precise, immediately setting the context and the three distinct categories of visitors. The
overview immediately captures the "pronounced and consistent upward
trajectory” and the "predominant segment" of island stays with the "substantial growth"
of cruise visitors despite fluctuations. Your vocabulary is consistently sophisticated
and varied ("meticulously delineates," "aggregate total," "pronounced and consistent
upward trajectory," "predominant segment," "substantial growth," "exhibited a steady
ascent," "culminating," "at this juncture," "continued unabated," "escalating," "brief
decline," "rebounding sharply," "burgeoning appeal,”" "multifaceted tourist destination,"
"attributable to," "significant contribution"). You've skillfully integrated comparisons,
highlighted nuances, and provided a deep, insightful interpretation in the concluding
paragraph about the island's "burgeoning appeal" and "multifaceted tourist destination."
The cohesion is seamless, and your command of complex sentence structures is
impeccable. Truly exceptional work!
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Part 3: Conquering IELTS Academic
Writing Task 2 - Essays

Essay 1

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 1
Question Type: Discussion + Opinion

Task: Some people think that all university students should study whatever they like.
Others believe that they should only be allowed to study subjects that will be useful
in the future, such as those related to science and technology. Discuss both these
views and give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Answer

In today's competitive world, there is considerable debate about whether university
students should have complete freedom in choosing their subjects or if they should
be restricted to fields with clear practical applications. This essay will examine both
perspectives before presenting my own view.

On one hand, many people believe that students should have the liberty to select
any subject that interests them. The main argument supporting this position is that
individuals are more likely to excel in areas they are passionate about. For example, a
student who loves literature will probably perform better in that field than if forced to
study engineering. Furthermore, higher education should aim to broaden minds and
develop critical thinking, not just prepare people for specific jobs.

On the other hand, there are those who argue that universities should focus on
subjects with clear practical benefits, particularly in science and technology. They
point out that modern economies need qualified professionals in these areas to drive
innovation and economic growth. Countries like South Korea and Singapore have
prioritized technical education and have seen remarkable economic development as
a result. Additionally, graduates from these fields typically enjoy better employment
prospects and higher salaries.

In My opinion, while practical subjects are certainly important, restricting students to
only these areas would be counterproductive. Society needs a balance of different
skills and knowledge bases. Arts and humanities develop creativity and cultural
understanding, while social sciences help us address complex social problems. Even
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subjects without obvious practical applications often produce unexpected benefits
for society.

In conclusion, although science and technology are vital for economic progress, |
believe students should maintain the freedom to pursue their academic interests,
regardless of immediate practical value. Universities should offer guidance about
employment prospects but ultimately respect students' choices.

(274 words)

Grader Notes (Band 6.5): Your essay addresses both views and clearly states your
opinion as required by the task. You've organized your ideas logically with separate
paragraphs for each viewpoint and your own opinion. Your introduction and
conclusion are appropriate, though the conclusion could be more impactful. You've
used some good vocabulary (competitive world, considerable debate, excel,
counterproductive) and provided relevant examples. To improve to Band 7, you need
more consistent use of complex sentence structures and more sophisticated
connecting words. Some of your arguments could be developed in greater depth
with more specific examples. Your grammar is generally accurate, but there are
occasional minor errors. Overall, this shows the characteristics of a Band 6.5 essay
with some elements approaching Band 7.

Band 7 Model Answer

The question of whether university students should have complete freedom in their
choice of subjects or be limited to practically oriented fields has become increasingly
relevant in today's education landscape. This essay will examine the merits of both
perspectives before presenting my own position.

Proponents of academic freedom argue that allowing students to pursue their
genuine interests leads to greater motivation and, consequently, better academic
outcomes. When individuals study subjects they find intrinsically fascinating, they
are more likely to engage deeply with the material and potentially make innovative
contributions to the field. Moreover, many disciplines that might appear impractical,
such as philosophy or ancient history, actually develop valuable transferable skills
including critical thinking, analysis, and effective communication. The unpredictable
nature of future job markets also means that today's seemingly impractical degree
might become tomorrow's sought-after qualification.

Conversely, those advocating for a focus on practical subjects, particularly in science
and technology, present compelling economic arguments. Countries facing skills
shortages in these areas may see restricting degree choices as a strategic necessity
for economic development. Furthermore, graduates from STEM subjects typically

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 169



experience lower unemployment rates and higher starting salaries than their
counterparts in other disciplines. From a societal perspective, prioritizing these fields
could accelerate technological advancement and help address pressing global
challenges such as climate change and healthcare crises.

In My assessment, while practical considerations are important, imposing rigid
restrictions on academic choice would be misguided. A thriving society requires
diverse knowledge and skill sets beyond those offered by science and technology
alone. The arts foster creativity and cultural enrichment, while social sciences provide
frameworks for understanding complex human systems. Instead of limiting options,
universities should offer comprehensive career guidance and ensure students make
informed decisions about their educational pathways.

In conclusion, although science and technology undoubtedly play crucial roles in
economic and social development, | believe students should retain the freedom to
pursue their academic passions. The ideal approach would balance individual choice
with improved information about career prospects and societal needs.

(322 words)

Grader Notes (Band 7): This is a well-structured essay that thoroughly addresses all
parts of the task. Your introduction effectively sets up the topic, and you've organized
your ideas logically with clear paragraphing. Your vocabulary is precise and varied
(intrinsically fascinating, compelling economic arguments, strategic necessity,
misguided, comprehensive). You demonstrate good use of complex sentences and a
range of cohesive devices (consequently, moreover, conversely, while). Your
arguments are well-developed with specific examples and reasoning. The conclusion
effectively summarizes your position and offers a balanced perspective. To reach
Band 8, you could make your position slightly clearer in the introduction rather than
waiting until later paragraphs, include more specific examples, and use even more
sophisticated language structures throughout. Your grammar is generally accurate
with only occasional minor errors.

Band 8 Model Answer

The debate regarding whether university students should have unrestricted choice
in their fields of study or be channeled exclusively toward subjects with perceived
practical utility presents fundamental questions about the purpose of higher
education itself. This essay will critically examine both perspectives before arguing
that while practical considerations deserve attention, imposing rigid constraints on
academic freedom would ultimately prove detrimental to both individuals and
society.
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Those advocating for complete academic freedom emphasize that intellectual
passion serves as the primary catalyst for exceptional achievement and innovation.
When students pursue disciplines that genuinely captivate them, their intrinsic
motivation frequently leads to deeper engagement, greater perseverance through
challenges, and potentially groundbreaking contributions to their fields.
Furthermore, many supposedly "impractical" disciplines develop sophisticated
cognitive frameworks and transferable skills that retain their value across varied
professional contexts. Philosophy graduates, for instance, often excel in fields
requiring logical analysis and ethical reasoning, from law to artificial intelligence
development. Additionally, the inherently unpredictable evolution of labor markets
means today's supposedly impractical qualification might become tomorrow's
sought-after expertise, as evidenced by the recent surge in demand for experts in
previously niche fields like behavioral economics and data visualization.

Conversely, advocates for restricting educational choices to practical subjects,
particularly within STEM fields, present compelling pragmatic arguments.
Developing economies especially may need to strategically allocate educational
resources toward areas that directly address critical skills shortages and accelerate
technological development. From an individual perspective, graduates from
technical disciplines typically encounter more favorable employment prospects and
higher initial compensation. Moreover, concentration on these fields can potentially
expedite solutions to pressing global challenges such as healthcare accessibility,
sustainable energy development, and food security.

Nevertheless, imposing arbitrary restrictions on academic pursuits reflects a
fundamentally reductive understanding of both education and societal progress. The
most significant advances in human knowledge have often emerged from
unexpected intersections between disparate disciplines. The digital revolution, for
example, has been shaped not merely by technical expertise but also by insights
from psychology, design, and even philosophy. Furthermore, a truly flourishing
society requires diverse forms of knowledge beyond technological capability—from
the cultural enrichment provided by the arts to the social cohesion facilitated by
humanities and social sciences.

In conclusion, while the practical value of educational pathways warrants
consideration, | am convinced that preserving academic freedom ultimately serves
both individual fulfilment and collective advancement. Rather than imposing
restrictions, educational institutions should focus on providing comprehensive
information about various career trajectories while ensuring all disciplines maintain
rigorous standards and cultivate genuinely valuable skills. This balanced approach
respects individual autonomy while acknowledging education's broader societal
purposes.
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(399 words)

Grader Notes (Band 8): This is an outstanding essay that fully addresses all aspects
of the task with sophistication and depth. Your introduction effectively establishes
the topic and clearly signals your position. Throughout the essay, you demonstrate an
impressive range of vocabulary with precise word choice (catalyst, captivate, intrinsic
motivation, inherently unpredictable, reductive understanding, disparate disciplines).
Your sentence structures are varied and complex, showing excellent grammatical
control. Each paragraph is well-developed with logical progression and clear central
themes. Your arguments are nuanced and supported by specific, relevant examples
that demonstrate deep understanding of the issue. Cohesive devices are used
skillfully throughout to create a highly coherent text. Your conclusion effectively
summarizes your position while adding insight. This essay demonstrates the
academic style, analytical thinking, and language sophistication characteristic of
Band 8 writing.

Essay 2

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 2
Question Type: Advantage/Disadvantage

Task: In some countries, many more people are choosing to live alone nowadays
than in the past. Do you think this is a positive or negative development?

Band 6.5 Model Answer

In recent years, there has been a noticeable increase in the number of people opting
to live by themselves in many parts of the world. This essay will discuss whether this
trend represents a positive or negative development for society.

There are several advantages to living alone. Firstly, it offers complete independence
and freedom. People living by themselves can organize their living space and daily
routines according to their personal preferences without having to compromise. For
instance, they can decorate their homes as they wish and eat whenever they want.
Secondly, living alone promotes self-reliance and personal growth as individuals
must solve problems and handle responsibilities without immediate support. This
can lead to increased confidence and life skills.

However, this trend also brings significant disadvantages. The most obvious concern
is loneliness and social isolation. Humans are naturally social beings, and living alone
can lead to reduced social interaction, potentially affecting mental health. Studies
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have shown links between living alone and higher rates of depression in some
populations. Additionally, solo living is financially burdensome as all expenses must
be covered by one person, making it less economically efficient than shared living
arrangements. This can be particularly challenging in cities with high housing costs.

From a broader societal perspective, the increase in solo living may be contributing
to housing shortages in urban areas and higher energy consumption per person,
which raises environmental concerns.

In my opinion, while living alone offers important benefits for personal development
and independence, the potential negative impacts on both individual wellbeing and
society make it somewhat concerning as a widespread trend. | believe that
communities need to develop better ways to ensure social connection for those
living alone, such as commmunity centers and local events.

(277 words)

Grader Notes (Band 6.5): Your essay addresses the task and presents a balanced
view of the trend of living alone. You've organized your ideas logically with clear
paragraphs for advantages and disadvantages. Your conclusion states your position,
though it could be more decisive. You've used some good vocabulary (noticeable
increase, opting to live, self-reliance, social isolation) and a mix of simple and
complex sentence structures. To improve to Band 7, you should develop some of your
points with more specific examples and use more sophisticated linking words to
improve cohesion. Some of your sentences follow similar patterns, so greater variety
would help. Your arguments are relevant but could be explored in greater depth,
particularly regarding societal impacts. Overall, this shows the characteristics of a
Band 6.5 essay with good organization but room for more sophisticated language
use.

Band 7 Model Answer

In numerous societies worldwide, there has been a marked shift toward solitary living
arrangements, representing a significant departure from traditional cohabitation
patterns. This essay will examine whether this trend constitutes a positive or negative
development.

The increasing preference for living alone offers several notable benefits at the
individual level. Primarily, it provides unprecedented personal autonomy, allowing
individuals to establish their own domestic routines and living environments without
the necessity of compromise. This freedom extends to fundamental aspects of daily
life, from choosing when to socialize to making decisions about diet, sleep patterns,
and home decoration. Furthermore, solo living fosters substantial personal

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 173



development as individuals learn to navigate challenges independently, from
household maintenance to financial management, thereby cultivating resilience and
self-sufficiency that may serve them well throughout life.

Nevertheless, this societal shift presents considerable concerns. The most significant
issue relates to psychological wellbeing, as prolonged isolation can contribute to
loneliness and related mental health challenges. Recent research published in the
Journal of Urban Health demonstrated correlations between solo living and
increased rates of depression, particularly among elderly populations. From an
economic perspective, single-person households are inherently less efficient, with
individuals bearing the full burden of housing costs and utilities that might
otherwise be shared. This financial pressure often restricts solo living to more affluent
demographics, potentially exacerbating socioeconomic divisions.

On a broader scale, the proliferation of single-occupancy dwellings has implications
for urban planning and environmental sustainability. Cities with high proportions of
people living alone typically experience greater housing pressure and higher per
capita energy consumption, factors that contribute to both affordability crises and
larger carbon footprints.

In My assessment, while solo living offers valuable benefits regarding personal
freedom and development, its widespread adoption presents more challenges than
advantages, particularly considering mental health implications and sustainability
concerns. Society would benefit from developing innovative housing models that
balance personal independence with opportunities for commmunity connection, such
as co-housing developments that combine private living spaces with communal
facilities.

(312 words)

Grader Notes (Band 7): This is a well-structured essay that thoroughly addresses the
task. Your introduction clearly identifies the topic, and you've organized your ideas
effectively with separate paragraphs for advantages and disadvantages. Your
vocabulary is precise and varied (marked shift, solitary living arrangements,
unprecedented personal autonomy, inherently less efficient, proliferation). You use a
good range of complex sentences and cohesive devices (primarily, furthermore,
nevertheless, while) to connect your ideas. Your arguments are well-developed with
specific details and examples, including reference to research. Your conclusion clearly
states your position and offers thoughtful suggestions. To reach Band 8, you could
make your position slightly clearer in the introduction rather than waiting until the
conclusion, include more specific examples throughout, and use even more
sophisticated language structures. Your grammar is accurate with only minor errors,
and your academic style is appropriate throughout.
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Band 8 Model Answer

The pronounced shift towards solitary living arrangements in numerous societies
represents one of the most significant social transformations of recent decades.
While some view this trend with alarm, citing potential societal fragmentation, |
believe that when examined holistically, this development offers predominantly
positive opportunities for both individuals and communities, albeit with certain
challenges that warrant thoughtful consideration.

The primary advantage of independent living lies in its capacity to foster personal
growth and self-determination. When individuals establish their own households,
they necessarily develop essential life skills and decision-making capabilities that
might otherwise remain dormant in communal settings. This autonomy frequently
translates into enhanced professional productivity and creative expression, as people
can structure their environments and routines to align precisely with their optimal
working patterns without negotiating compromises. Furthermore, the privacy
afforded by solo living creates space for deep reflection and genuine
self-discovery—processes that often prove elusive amid the constant interactions and
accommodations required in shared households.

Despite these benefits, it would be remiss to overlook the potential drawbacks. The
absence of regular, spontaneous social contact within the home can contribute to
feelings of isolation, particularly among vulnerable demographics such as the elderly
or those with pre-existing mental health conditions. Additionally, single-person
households typically consume more resources per capita than shared living spaces,
raising legitimate environmental concerns in an era of increasing ecological
awareness. There are also economic implications, as housing markets in
metropolitan areas strain to accommodate the growing demand for solo dwellings,
potentially exacerbating affordability issues.

However, these challenges need not be viewed as insurmountable. Modern
technology offers unprecedented opportunities for meaningful connection despite
physical separation, while innovative housing developments can incorporate
environmentally sustainable designs specifically tailored to single occupants.
Community-focused urban planning can further mitigate isolation by creating
shared spaces that facilitate social interaction without compromising personal
autonomy.

In conclusion, while the trend toward solitary living undoubtedly presents certain
societal challenges, | maintain that its benefits—particularly regarding individual
development, personal freedom, and self-actualization—ultimately outweigh these
concerns. The key lies not in resisting this social evolution but in adapting our
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communities and support systems to harness its positive aspects while mitigating
potential negative consequences.

Grader Notes (Band 8)
This essay demonstrates Band 8 quality through several key elements:

e Sophisticated argument structure: Notice how the essay presents a nuanced
position that acknowledges both sides while maintaining a clear stance. The
introduction establishes a balanced yet definitive viewpoint that is
consistently developed throughout.

e Lexical resource: The vocabulary is precise and sophisticated without being
forced (e.g., "solitary living arrangements," "self-determination," "spontaneous
social contact," "exacerbating affordability issues"). The essay uses advanced
vocabulary naturally within the flow of ideas.

e Cohesion mastery: Paragraphs flow logically with effective use of cohesive
devices that don't feel mechanical (observe transitions like "Despite these
benefits," "However, these challenges," etc.). The essay avoids overusing
formulaic linking phrases.

e Syntactical variety: Sentence structures vary considerably—from complex
sentences with multiple clauses to shorter, impactful statements. This creates
rhythm and demonstrates grammatical range and accuracy.

e Thoughtful development: Each point is thoroughly explained and
substantiated. For example, the writer doesn't just state that solo living
promotes personal growth but explains exactly how this occurs through
developing life skills and decision-making capabilities.

e Specific examples integrated with analysis: Rather than isolated examples,
the essay integrates specific scenarios within analytical points (e.g., discussing
how privacy enables deep reflection and self-discovery).

e Conclusion with insight: The conclusion doesn't merely summarize but adds
value by suggesting a forward-looking approach to the issue.

This essay would receive a Band 8 because it fully addresses all parts of the task with
a well-developed position, presents, extends and supports main ideas, uses a wide
range of vocabulary with very natural and sophisticated control of lexical features,
uses a wide range of structures with flexibility and accuracy, and sequences
information and ideas logically with appropriate and accurate use of cohesive
devices.

Essay 3
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Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 1

Question Type: Agree/Disagree

Task: Some people think that all university students should study whatever they like.
Others believe that they should only be allowed to study subjects that will be useful
in the future, such as those related to science and technology. Discuss both these
views and give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Answer
University Education: Freedom of Choice vs. Practical Study

In today's competitive job market, there is considerable debate regarding what
university students should be permitted to study. While some believe students
should have complete freedom in selecting their subjects, others argue that studies
should be restricted to fields with clear future utility, particularly science and
technology. This essay will examine both perspectives before presenting my own
viewpoint.

Those who support unrestricted choice in university education usually highlight the
importance of passion and personal interest in academic success. When students
study subjects they genuinely enjoy, they typically demonstrate higher levels of
motivation and engagement. For example, a student who loves literature might
excel in this field while struggling with technical subjects. Additionally, many
humanities subjects develop critical thinking, communication skills, and cultural
understanding, which are valuable in various professional contexts even if not
directly job-related.

On the other hand, advocates for more focused education emphasize practical
considerations. With growing global challenges in areas like healthcare, energy, and
cybersecurity, there is undoubtedly high demand for specialists in scientific and
technological fields. Countries that prioritize these subjects often see economic
benefits and improved standards of living. Japan and South Korea serve as examples
where emphasis on technical education has supported industrial development and
innovation.

In my opinion, while | understand the pragmatic arguments for prioritizing certain
fields, | believe students should generally maintain freedom of choice in their studies.
Forcing individuals into subjects they dislike often leads to poor academic outcomes
and job dissatisfaction. However, | also think universities should provide better career
guidance and information about employment prospects, allowing students to make
more informed decisions. Perhaps a balanced approach might include incentives like
scholarships for high-demand fields while preserving basic educational freedom.
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In conclusion, although science and technology are certainly important for future
development, restricting all university education to these areas would be
counterproductive. A diverse range of skills and knowledge will always be necessary
for a well-functioning society, and personal interest remains a powerful driver of
academic and professional achievement.

Grader Notes (Band 6.5)
This essay demonstrates Band 6.5 quality for several reasons:

e Task response: The essay addresses the task by discussing both views and
providing a clear opinion, though the development could be more thorough.

e Coherence and cohesion: The essay has a clear overall structure with
introduction, separate paragraphs for each viewpoint, the writer's opinion, and
a conclusion. Some cohesive devices are used ("On the other hand," "However,"
"Additionally"), though occasionally in a somewhat mechanical way.

e Vocabulary: The writer uses some less common vocabulary appropriately
("permitted," "restricted," "advocates," "pragmatic arguments"), though there
are places where word choice could be more precise or varied.

e Grammar: There's a mix of simple and complex sentence structures with
generally good control, though occasionally lacking the flexibility seen at
higher band scores.

e Development: While main ideas are present, some points would benefit from
deeper exploration or more specific examples. For instance, the claim about
humanities developing valuable skills could include more concrete
illustrations.

To improve to Band 7, the writer would need to develop points more thoroughly, use
a wider range of cohesive devices more naturally, demonstrate greater lexical
precision, and show more flexible use of complex structures.

Band 7 Model Answer
The University Curriculum Debate: Personal Choice versus Future Utility

The question of whether university students should pursue subjects based on
personal preference or be directed toward fields with perceived future utility,
particularly science and technology, has become increasingly contentious in
educational discourse. Both approaches offer distinct advantages and limitations
that merit careful examination before drawing conclusions about optimal
educational policy.
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Proponents of educational freedom emphasize that genuine intellectual curiosity
serves as the cornerstone of meaningful academic achievement. When students
select disciplines aligned with their inherent interests and aptitudes, they typically
demonstrate superior engagement, persistence through difficulties, and creative
problem-solving. Furthermore, subjects often dismissed as impractical—philosophy,
literature, or anthropology, for instance—develop sophisticated analytical frameworks
and communication capabilities that prove invaluable across diverse professional
contexts. The rapid evolution of the modern workplace suggests that adaptable
thinking may ultimately prove more valuable than narrowly specialized technical
knowledge that risks obsolescence.

Conversely, advocates for more directed education highlight pressing societal
challenges that require specific expertise. Climate change, public health crises, and
technological disruption necessitate qualified specialists in fields such as renewable
energy engineering, epidemiology, and computer science. Countries that
strategically align educational priorities with economic development goals have
often achieved remarkable progress—Singapore's targeted investment in technical
education has contributed substantially to its transformation into a global innovation
hub. Additionally, graduates from STEM disciplines frequently enjoy higher
employment rates and starting salaries, representing a pragmatic consideration for
both individual students and educational policymakers.

In My assessment, while recognizing the legitimate economic arguments for
promoting certain fields, educational systems should preserve considerable
individual autonomy in academic selection. Forced participation in disciplines
misaligned with personal aptitudes typically yields suboptimal outcomes for both
students and eventual employers. However, this freedom should be complemented
by comprehensive career guidance, industry exposure programs, and transparent
employment data to inform decision-making. A balanced approach might involve
financial incentives for high-demand fields while maintaining the principle that
diverse intellectual pursuits contribute distinctively to societal advancement.

To conclude, although scientific and technological subjects undoubtedly warrant
emphasis in contemporary education, mandating these disciplines exclusively would
undermine both individual fulfillment and the intellectual diversity upon which
innovation ultimately depends. Education policy should aim to reconcile individual
agency with collective needs rather than subordinating one entirely to the other.

Grader Notes (Band 7)

This essay demonstrates Band 7 quality through several strengths:
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e Task response: The essay presents a thorough discussion of both viewpoints
with good supporting ideas and a clear position that acknowledges
complexity.

e Coherence and cohesion: Information flows logically between and within
paragraphs. Cohesive devices ("Conversely," "Furthermore," "However") are
used appropriately without overreliance on formulaic phrases.

e Lexical resource: The vocabulary demonstrates good range and precision

("contentious," "inherent aptitudes," "obsolescence," "reconcile individual
agency with collective needs"). There's evidence of some less common items
and awareness of collocation.

e Grammatical range and accuracy: The essay uses a variety of complex
structures accurately. Sentence structures are varied, with good control of
grammar and punctuation.

e Development: Points are generally well-developed with relevant examples,
such as Singapore's targeted investment in education and the specific
benefits of humanities education.

For Band 8, the essay would need even more sophisticated language use
throughout, more natural and flexible use of cohesive devices, and perhaps more
nuanced development of certain points with more specific examples.

Band 8 Model Answer
Reconciling Academic Freedom with Societal Imperatives in Higher Education

The discourse surrounding university curriculum design frequently crystallizes into a
dichotomy between unfettered student choice and pragmatically directed study
toward fields perceived as having immediate utility, particularly those in science and
technology. This ostensible opposition, however, oversimplifies a multifaceted
educational issue that warrants nuanced examination from various perspectives
before formulating comprehensive policy approaches.

The philosophical underpinnings of academic freedom rest on the premise that
intellectual passion constitutes the most potent catalyst for scholarly achievement
and innovation. When students pursue disciplines that genuinely captivate their
curiosity, they frequently demonstrate exceptional dedication, intellectual risk-taking,
and conceptual breakthroughs that might otherwise remain unrealized. History
repeatedly illustrates that transformative discoveries often emerge from seemingly
impractical intellectual pursuits—Einstein's theoretical physics experiments
appeared initially disconnected from practical application, while humanities
disciplines routinely cultivate sophisticated analytical frameworks that prove
surprisingly applicable across disparate fields. Moreover, the accelerating pace of
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technological change suggests that the most valuable educational outcomes may
be meta-skills—critical evaluation, adaptive thinking, and interdisciplinary
synthesis—rather than specific technical knowledge vulnerable to rapid
obsolescence.

The contrasting perspective emphasizes education's instrumental role in addressing
pressing societal challenges through targeted skill development. Climate
destabilization, public health vulnerabilities, and digital transformation create
legitimate demand for specialized expertise in renewable energy systems,
epidemiological modeling, and algorithmic design, among countless other technical
domains. Nations that strategically cultivate technical talent pools often experience
remarkable developmental trajectories—South Korea's systematic investment in
engineering education has facilitated its transition from post-war poverty to
technological leadership within decades. Furthermore, the persistent wage premium
commanded by STEM graduates represents a tangible economic reality that
educational institutions cannot ethically disregard when advising students about
potential pathways.

Transcending this apparent impasse requires reconceptualizing the relationship
between individual educational autonomy and collective imperatives. Rather than
imposing rigid constraints on student choice, institutions might implement
sophisticated guidance systems incorporating labor market analytics, aptitude
assessment, and exposure to diverse disciplines before specialization decisions.
Financial incentives for high-demand fields can operate alongside robust support for
fundamental research and humanities education. Perhaps most importantly,
educational structures might evolve toward greater permeability between
disciplines, enabling students to integrate scientific literacy with humanistic
perspectives regardless of primary specialization.

In conclusion, while acknowledging legitimate societal interests in promoting certain
fields, | maintain that educational systems function most effectively when preserving
substantial individual agency within thoughtfully designed frameworks that
illuminate connections between personal aptitudes, intellectual traditions, and
societal needs. The false dichotomy between absolute choice and narrowly
prescribed curricula ultimately undermines the sophisticated educational
ecosystems necessary for addressing complex twenty-first century challenges.

Grader Notes (Band 8)
This essay demonstrates Band 8 quality through several sophisticated features:

e Conceptual depth: Note how the essay transcends the simple binary
opposition presented in the question, reconceptualizing the issue as a false
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dichotomy that requires a more nuanced approach. This demonstrates
sophisticated critical thinking.

e Lexical sophistication: The vocabulary is precise and sophisticated
("crystallizes into a dichotomy," "ostensible opposition,
risk-taking," "meta-skills," "developmental trajectories," "
disciplines") without being forced or unnatural.

e Argument development: Each paragraph builds a complex, multi-layered
argument. For example, the paragraph on academic freedom doesn't just
assert its value but explores its philosophical underpinnings, provides
historical context with Einstein as an example, and connects to contemporary
workplace realities.

e Sentence complexity with control: Sentences vary from complex
multi-clause constructions to more direct statements, all with precise control
of grammar and punctuation.

e Advanced cohesion: Rather than using obvious linking words, the essay
creates flow through conceptual links and thematic development. Ideas
evolve naturally from one paragraph to the next.

¢ Nuanced position: The conclusion presents a sophisticated position that
acknowledges complexity and avoids simplistic solutions.

e Original insights: The essay offers genuine intellectual contributions rather
than standard arguments, particularly in its suggestion to "reconceptualize
the relationship between individual educational autonomy and collective
imperatives."

intellectual
permeability between

This essay demonstrates the hallmarks of Band 8 writing: it not only addresses all
parts of the task with a well-developed position and thoroughly extended ideas, but
does so with naturally sophisticated language, flexible use of a wide range of
structures, and seamless logical development.

Essay 4

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 2

Question Type: Problem/Solution

Task: More and more people are migrating to cities in search of a better life, but city
life can be extremely difficult. Explain some of the difficulties of living in a city. How
can governments make urban life better for everyone?

Band 6.5 Model Answer

Urban Challenges and Solutions

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 182



There is a global trend of people moving from rural areas to cities hoping to find
better opportunities. However, urban living presents numerous difficulties for many
residents. This essay will discuss some major challenges of city life and suggest ways
governments can improve urban conditions.

One of the biggest difficulties of urban living is the high cost of housing. In major
cities like London, Tokyo, and New York, accommodation prices have risen
dramatically, making it nearly impossible for average earners to afford decent
housing. Many people are forced to live in small, substandard apartments or
commute long distances from more affordable areas. Additionally, traffic congestion
is a major problem in most cities, causing stress, air pollution, and wasted time. For
example, commmuters in Manila and Jakarta can spend several hours daily just
traveling to and from work.

Another significant challenge is the social isolation that often comes with city life.
Despite being surrounded by millions of people, many urban residents report feeling
lonely and disconnected from their commmunities. The fast pace of city life, combined
with the breakdown of traditional community structures, has resulted in weakened
social bonds. Furthermore, cities typically have higher crime rates and safety
concerns compared to rural areas, adding stress to residents' daily lives.

Governments can address these urban challenges through several measures.
Regarding housing affordability, authorities should implement rent control policies
and increase the supply of social housing for low and middle-income residents.
Singapore provides an excellent example with its successful public housing program
that accommodates over 80% of its population. To tackle traffic congestion,
governments should invest heavily in efficient public transportation networks and
encourage alternative commuting methods like cycling by creating dedicated lanes
and bike-sharing programs.

To improve community cohesion, city planners should design neighborhoods with
more public spaces where people can interact naturally. Urban green spaces such as
parks not only provide recreational areas but also improve air quality and residents'
mental wellbeing. Additionally, commmunity centers offering various activities can
help people build connections with their neighbors. Finally, improving security
through better policing and community involvement programs can make urban
areas safer and more livable.

In conclusion, while city life presents significant challenges including housing
affordability, traffic problems, and social isolation, governments can implement
various strategies to improve urban living conditions. With proper planning and
resource allocation, cities can become more inclusive, efficient, and pleasant places
to live for all residents.
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Grader Notes (Band 6.5)
This essay demonstrates Band 6.5 quality for several reasons:

e Task response: The essay addresses both parts of the task by explaining urban
difficulties and suggesting government solutions. The coverage is adequate
but could be more developed in places.

e Coherence and cohesion: There is a clear overall structure with an
introduction, body paragraphs discussing problems and solutions, and a
conclusion. Basic cohesive devices are used appropriately, though sometimes
mechanically.

e Vocabulary: The essay uses some less common vocabulary items
appropriately ("substandard," "social isolation," "community cohesion"), though
there's room for greater precision and range.

e Grammar: There's a mix of simple and complex sentence structures with
generally good control, though lacking some of the flexibility seen at higher
bands.

e Development: While main ideas are present and supported with examples
(Singapore's housing program, traffic in Manila and Jakarta), some points
would benefit from more detailed explanation or exploration of implications.

To improve to Band 7, the writer would need more thorough development of ideas,
more natural use of cohesive devices, more precise vocabulary throughout, and
greater grammatical flexibility.

Band 7 Model Answer
Addressing the Challenges of Urban Migration

The accelerating trend of rural-to-urban migration represents one of the defining
demographic shifts of our era, with people worldwide gravitating toward
metropolitan centers in pursuit of economic opportunities and enhanced living
standards. Nevertheless, this urban transition frequently presents newcomers with
substantial challenges that require thoughtful governmental intervention. This essay
will examine the principal difficulties associated with city living and propose strategic
approaches that authorities might implement to improve urban quality of life.

The foremost challenge confronting urban residents is typically the prohibitive cost
of accommodation. In global hubs such as London, Sydney, and San Francisco,
housing expenses have escalated disproportionately to average incomes, compelling
many to accept substandard living conditions or endure extended commutes from
peripheral areas. This housing crisis frequently correlates with conspicuous
socioeconomic inequality, as certain neighborhoods enjoy excessive privilege while
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others experience systematic neglect. Furthermore, even daily mobility becomes
problematic in densely populated urban environments, with chronic traffic
congestion generating not only journey delays but also elevated stress levels,
diminished air quality, and significant economic losses through decreased
productivity.

Beyond these material challenges, city life often imposes considerable psychological
burdens. The paradox of urban existence is that despite physical proximity to millions,
many city dwellers experience profound social isolation. Traditional community
structures frequently dissolve in urban settings, replaced by more transient and
superficial social connections. Environmental stressors, including noise pollution,
limited access to natural environments, and overcrowding, further contribute to
elevated rates of anxiety and mood disorders among metropolitan populations.

Governments possess humerous instruments to address these urban challenges
effectively. Regarding housing affordability, authorities should implement
multifaceted approaches including rent stabilization policies, inclusionary zoning
requirements for new developments, and expanded public housing programs.
Vienna offers an instructive model, with approximately 60% of residents living in
municipally owned or subsidized housing, resulting in remarkable affordability and
social integration. Transportation difficulties can be mitigated through substantial
investment in multi-modal public transit systems prioritizing efficiency and
accessibility, complemented by congestion pricing mechanisms that internalize the
social costs of private vehicle usage.

To foster community cohesion and psychological wellbeing, urban planning should
emphasize the creation of mixed-use neighborhoods integrating residential,
commercial, and recreational spaces within walkable distances. Investment in public
spaces—particularly parks, community gardens, and cultural venues—provides
essential infrastructure for spontaneous social interaction and collective identity
formation. Additionally, municipal governments might establish neighborhood
councils with meaningful decision-making authority, thereby enhancing residents'
sense of agency and community ownership.

In conclusion, while urbanization presents significant challenges including housing
insecurity, mobility constraints, and social fragmentation, proactive governance can
substantially enhance metropolitan living conditions. Through integrated policies
addressing both physical infrastructure and social dynamics, cities can evolve into
more equitable, efficient, and psychologically nurturing environments that fulfill their
promise as engines of opportunity and innovation.

Grader Notes (Band 7)
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This essay demonstrates Band 7 quality through several strengths:

e Task response: The essay provides a thorough examination of urban
challenges and governmental solutions with good supporting ideas and
examples.

e Coherence and cohesion: Information flows logically between and within
paragraphs with good use of cohesive devices that generally avoid appearing
formulaic.

e Lexical resource: The vocabulary demonstrates good range and precision
("accelerating trend," "prohibitive cost," "conspicuous socioeconomic
inequality," "transient and superficial social connections"). There's evidence of
less common items and good awareness of collocation.

e Grammatical range and accuracy: The essay uses a variety of complex
structures accurately. Sentence structures are well-varied, demonstrating
good control of grammar.

e Development: Points are well-developed with relevant examples and
explanations, such as Vienna's housing model and the suggestion for
neighborhood councils with decision-making authority.

For Band 8, the essay would need even more sophisticated and natural language use
throughout, more nuanced analysis of the urban challenges, and perhaps more
original insights into potential solutions beyond conventional approaches.

Band 8 Model Answer
Urban Migration: Navigating Complexities and Crafting Livable Cities

The unprecedented scale of contemporary urbanization represents perhaps the
most consequential demographic transformation of our era, with rural populations
increasingly gravitating toward metropolitan centers in pursuit of economic mobility
and enhanced life opportunities. This migration, while often undertaken with
optimistic expectations, frequently confronts individuals with multidimensional
challenges that extend beyond mere logistical adjustments. This analysis examines
the structural and experiential difficulties inherent in urban environments and
proposes sophisticated governance interventions that might foster more equitable,
sustainable, and psychologically nourishing city ecosystemes.

The most immediately apparent challenge facing urban residents concerns the
fundamental necessity of shelter within increasingly commodified housing markets.
In global cities from Vancouver to Singapore, residential property has increasingly
functioned as an investment vehicle rather than a social good, driving costs beyond
the financial capacity of even middle-income professionals. This commodification
manifests in spatial segregation along socioeconomic lines, with marginalized
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populations relegated to areas characterized by inadequate infrastructure,
environmental hazards, and limited access to essential services. Complementing this
housing precarity, urban transportation systems frequently operate at capacity
thresholds that undermine their functionality. The resultant congestion not only
represents significant opportunity costs through productivity losses but also
contributes to degraded environmental conditions and public health outcomes
through particulate pollution and sedentary commuting patterns.

Beyond these material constraints, urban environments often impose subtle yet
profound psychological burdens that compromise residents' wellbeing. The
fragmentation of traditional social networks, combined with the anonymity inherent
in high-density living, frequently engenders paradoxical isolation amidst
unprecedented proximity to others. Recent epidemiological research indicates
alarming correlations between urbanization and increased prevalence of mood
disorders, anxiety conditions, and psychosis, particularly among vulnerable
populations lacking robust support systems. Furthermore, the sensory intensity of
urban environments—characterized by constant noise, artificial lighting patterns that
disrupt circadian rhythms, and limited access to restorative natural settings—creates
cognitive burdens that manifest in attentional fatigue and diminished psychological
resilience.

Addressing these interconnected challenges requires governance approaches that
transcend conventional siloed interventions in favor of integrated strategies
encompassing both physical infrastructure and social dynamics. Regarding housing
accessibility, progressive municipalities have implemented promising models
combining inclusionary zoning requirements, community land trusts that remove
property from speculative markets, and cooperative housing development.
Copenhagen's approach merits particular attention, with its housing associations
providing quality accommodations across income brackets while ensuring tenant
participation in governance decisions. To revolutionize urban mobility, authorities
might implement comprehensive transit-oriented development strategies that
coordinate housing density with transportation infrastructure, complemented by
dynamic road pricing mechanisms that accurately reflect the social costs of private
vehicle usage.

The cultivation of psychological wellbeing and social cohesion necessitates
reimagining urban design principles to prioritize human-scale interactions. The
incorporation of biophilic elements throughout urban landscapes—including vertical
gardens, accessible waterways, and wildlife corridors—can mitigate nature-deficit
conditions while simultaneously addressing environmental challenges through
enhanced carbon sequestration and microclimate regulation. Participatory
budgeting processes, whereby residents directly allocate portions of municipal funds
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to community-identified priorities, have demonstrated remarkable success in
fostering civic engagement and social capital formation in diverse contexts from
Porto Alegre to Lisbon.

In conclusion, while urbanization presents formidable challenges spanning material,
social, and psychological dimensions, thoughtfully designed governance
interventions can transform cities into environments that nurture human flourishing
rather than merely accommodating population density. By reconceptualizing urban
spaces as complex social ecosystems rather than mere economic centers,
policymakers can harness cities' inherent dynamism while mitigating their potential
for alienation and inequality, ultimately creating metropolitan environments that
fulfill their promise as catalysts for both individual opportunity and collective
innovation.

Grader Notes (Band 8)
This essay demonstrates Band 8 quality through several sophisticated features:

e Conceptual sophistication: Notice how the essay approaches urban
challenges not as isolated problems but as interconnected phenomena
spanning "material, social, and psychological dimensions." This systems
thinking elevates the analysis beyond simplistic cause-effect relationships.

e Lexical precision and sophistication: The vocabulary is not just advanced but
precisely deployed in context ("multidimensional challenges," "commodified
housing markets," "spatial segregation," "sensory intensity," "biophilic
elements," "microclimate regulation"). The writer demonstrates mastery of
academic and specialized terminology without sounding artificial.

e Depth of analysis: Each difficulty is analyzed with exceptional depth. For
example, the psychological impacts of urban living aren't just mentioned but
connected to "epidemiological research" and explained through concepts like
"attentional fatigue" and "diminished psychological resilience."

e Specific, research-informed examples: The solutions proposed are grounded
in real-world examples that demonstrate genuine knowledge (Copenhagen's
housing associations, Porto Alegre's participatory budgeting) rather than
generic suggestions.

e Syntactic variety with precision: Sentence structures range from complex
multi-clause constructions to more direct statements, all with precise control
of grammar and punctuation. Notice how even complex sentences maintain
clarity.

e Thematic coherence: The essay maintains conceptual coherence throughout,
with early paragraphs establishing frameworks that later paragraphs build
upon. The conclusion doesn't just summarize but synthesizes insights into a
broader vision.
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e Original perspective: The essay offers genuine intellectual contributions,
particularly in its suggestion to reconceptualize "urban spaces as complex
social ecosystems rather than mere economic centers."

This essay demonstrates the hallmarks of Band 8 writing through its sophisticated
argument structure, precise vocabulary, grammatical flexibility, sesamless cohesion,
and natural integration of specific examples.

Essay 5

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 3

Question Type: Two-part Question

Task: In many countries, schools have severe problems with student behavior. What
do you think are the causes of this? What solutions can you suggest?

Band 6.5 Model Answer
Addressing Behavioral Problems in Schools

In recent years, many educational institutions around the world have reported
increasing difficulties with student behavior. This concerning trend has various
causes and requires thoughtful solutions. This essay will examine the main factors
contributing to behavioral issues and suggest practical measures to improve the
situation.

Several factors contribute to problematic student behavior in schools. Firstly, family
dynamics play a crucial role in shaping children's attitudes and behavior. Many
parents today work long hours and have limited time to spend with their children,
resulting in reduced parental guidance and supervision. When children lack proper
attention at home, they may seek it through disruptive behavior at school.
Additionally, excessive exposure to violent media content, including violent video
games, movies, and social media, can normalize aggressive behavior. Young people
who regularly consume such content may imitate what they see in their interactions
with teachers and peers.

Another significant factor is the education system itself. Outdated teaching methods
that fail to engage students often lead to boredom and frustration. When students
find lessons irrelevant or uninteresting, they are more likely to misbehave as a way of
entertaining themselves or expressing their dissatisfaction. Furthermore, large class
sizes make it difficult for teachers to give adequate attention to each student,
potentially allowing behavioral issues to develop unchecked.
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To address these problems, a multi-faceted approach is necessary. Regarding family
involvement, schools should work to establish stronger partnerships with parents
through regular meetings, workshops on effective parenting, and digital platforms
that facilitate communication about students' progress and behavior. Parents need
to understand the importance of their role in reinforcing appropriate behavior
standards.

Educational institutions themselves need to modernize their teaching approaches.
Incorporating more interactive, student-centered learning activities can significantly
improve engagement and reduce disruptive behavior. For example, project-based
learning and technology integration have shown positive results in many schools.
Additionally, implementing clear and consistent disciplinary policies is essential.
Students should understand exactly what behavior is expected and what
consequences will follow any violations.

Finally, providing additional support for students with behavioral difficulties is crucial.
School counselors play a vital role in identifying underlying issues such as learning
disabilities, mental health problems, or difficult home situations that may contribute
to misbehavior. Early intervention programs can help address these issues before
they escalate into serious disciplinary problems.

In conclusion, while behavioral problems in schools stem from various sources
including family circumstances, media influence, and educational shortcomings, a
collaborative approach involving parents, teachers, and specialized support staff can
significantly improve the situation. By addressing both the causes and symptoms of
disruptive behavior, schools can create more positive and productive learning
environments.

Grader Notes (Band 6.5)
This essay demonstrates Band 6.5 quality for several reasons:

e Task response: The essay addresses both parts of the question, identifying
causes of behavioral problems and suggesting solutions. The coverage is
generally clear but some points could be developed more fully.

e Coherence and cohesion: The essay has a clear structure with an
introduction, body paragraphs discussing causes and solutions, and a
conclusion. Basic cohesive devices are used appropriately, though sometimes
in a formulaic way.

e Vocabulary: The writer uses some less common vocabulary appropriately
("multi-faceted approach," "digital platforms," "early intervention programs"),
though greater precision and range would elevate the writing.
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e Grammar: The essay shows a mix of simple and complex sentence structures
with generally good control, though lacking some of the flexibility seen at
higher bands.

e Development: While main ideas are present, some points would benefit from
more specific examples or deeper analysis. For instance, the point about
"project-based learning" could be illustrated with a concrete example.

To improve to Band 7, the writer would need more thorough development of ideas,
more natural use of cohesive devices, more precise vocabulary throughout, and
greater grammatical flexibility.

Band 7 Model Answer
The Crisis of Classroom Conduct: Origins and Interventions

The deterioration of student discipline has become a pressing concern in
educational institutions worldwide. This essay will explore several factors
contributing to this problem and propose practical measures to address these
behavioral issues.

Poor classroom behavior can be attributed to multiple causes, both within and
outside the school environment. Firstly, family dynamics play a crucial role in shaping
children's behavior. Many students come from households where parents work long
hours and have limited time to provide adequate guidance and supervision. This lack
of parental involvement often leads to children developing poor self-regulation skills.
Additionally, the widespread use of digital technology has significantly reduced
young people's attention spans. Students accustomed to the fast-paced stimulation
of video games and social media frequently find traditional classroom instruction
boring and struggle to remain engaged.

Furthermore, educational systems themselves may inadvertently contribute to
behavioral problems. Overcrowded classrooms make it difficult for teachers to give
individual attention to students, while outdated teaching methodologies fail to
capture students' interest. When lessons lack relevance to students' lives or future
career aspirations, they are more likely to become disruptive out of frustration or
disinterest.

To address these issues, a multi-faceted approach is necessary. Schools should
implement comprehensive behavioral management strategies, including clear rules
and consistent consequences. Teacher training programs ought to incorporate
modern classroom management techniques that emphasize positive reinforcement
rather than punishment. Moreover, curricula should be updated to include
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interactive and project-based learning activities that actively engage students and
relate academic content to real-world applications.

Collaboration between schools and families is equally important. Regular
parent-teacher meetings, workshops on effective parenting, and communication
apps can strengthen this partnership. Schools might also benefit from hiring
additional counselors and support staff to identify and assist students with
behavioral difficulties before problems escalate.

In conclusion, while student misbehavior stems from complex social, technological,
and educational factors, a combination of improved teaching approaches, stronger
school-family partnerships, and targeted support services can significantly improve
the situation. These measures require investment and commitment from all
stakeholders but are essential for creating productive learning environments.

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 7 by addressing both parts of the question
with clear organization and logical development. The introduction effectively sets up
the discussion, and each paragraph has a clear central idea supported by relevant
examples. The vocabulary is precise and varied (e.g., "deterioration," "self-regulation,"
"inadvertently") with good use of collocations like "pressing concern" and
"comprehensive behavioral management strategies." There's a mix of complex
sentences with appropriate linking words ("Furthermore," "Additionally," "Moreover")
creating coherence between ideas. While the essay demonstrates good analytical
thinking, it could benefit from more specific examples and slightly more
sophisticated sentence structures to reach a higher band. The conclusion effectively
summarizes the main points without simple repetition. Overall length and paragraph
structure are appropriate for the task.

Band 8 Model Essay

In educational institutions across the globe, disruptive student behavior has
emerged as a significant impediment to effective teaching and learning. This
troubling trend stems from a complex interplay of socio-economic, technological,
and pedagogical factors that warrant thorough examination. This essay will analyze
the root causes of these behavioral challenges and propose comprehensive
strategies to mitigate them.

The erosion of behavioral standards can be attributed primarily to shifting family
dynamics and societal structures. The prevalence of dual-income households has
inadvertently diminished parental supervision and guidance, creating a vacuum in
children's moral and social development. When children receive insufficient
attention at home, they frequently resort to disruptive behavior at school to seek
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validation and recognition. This situation is exacerbated by the pervasive influence of
digital media, which often glorifies rebellion and undermines traditional authority
figures. Young people constantly exposed to such content may internalize these
values and replicate them in educational settings.

Educational institutions themselves bear partial responsibility for behavioral
problems. The standardized, one-size-fits-all approach to education frequently fails to
accommodate diverse learning styles and abilities, leading to frustration and
disengagement among students who struggle to keep pace with rigid academic
expectations. Moreover, the relentless emphasis on academic achievement often
comes at the expense of character development and social-emotional learning.
Schools that prioritize test scores over holistic development may inadvertently create
environments where behavioral issues flourish due to neglected emotional needs.

Addressing these challenges requires a multidimensional approach that
encompasses both preventive and remedial measures. Educational systems should
be restructured to incorporate differentiated instruction techniques that cater to
various learning styles, thereby enhancing student engagement and reducing the
likelihood of disruptive behavior born of frustration. Implementing social-emotional
learning programs alongside academic curricula would equip students with
essential self-regulation skills and emotional intelligence, fostering a culture of
mutual respect and empathy within classrooms.

Furthermore, schools should establish robust support systems, including trained
counselors and mentorship programs, to identify and address behavioral issues at
their nascent stages. These professionals can provide individualized intervention for
students exhibiting problematic behavior while helping them develop constructive
coping mechanisms. Simultaneously, educational institutions must forge stronger
partnerships with families through regular workshops, support groups, and digital
communication platforms, enabling parents to reinforce positive behavioral
expectations established at school.

In conclusion, while the deterioration of student behavior represents a multifaceted
challenge with deep societal roots, targeted interventions focusing on pedagogical
innovation, emotional development, and strengthened home-school collaboration
can significantly ameliorate these issues. By adopting a holistic approach that
addresses both the symptoms and underlying causes of behavioral problems,
educational institutions can create environments conducive to academic excellence
and personal growth.

Grader Notes: This essay clearly demonstrates Band 8 qualities through its
sophisticated analysis and elegant expression. The introduction effectively
contextualizes the issue while presenting a clear position. Throughout the essay,
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ideas are developed with precision and nuance, showing insightful understanding of
complex social factors. The vocabulary is impressive and accurately used
("impediment," "exacerbated," "pervasive influence," "nascent stages," "ameliorate"),
with natural and sophisticated collocations. Sentence structures are varied and
controlled, with a mix of complex constructions that flow naturally. Cohesion is
skillfully managed through appropriate linking devices and referencing. The
paragraphing is logical, with each paragraph exploring a distinct aspect of the topic
while maintaining clear progression. The conclusion effectively synthesizes the
arguments without simple restatement. The essay demonstrates the writer's ability
to present, develop, and support a nuanced position on a complex social issue with
impressive linguistic resources.

Essay 6

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 4 Question Type: Opinion Essay Task: Some
people think that parents should teach children how to be good members of society.
Others, however, believe that school is the place to learn this. Discuss both these
views and give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Essay

There is an ongoing debate about whether parents or schools should be responsible
for teaching children how to become good citizens. While both sides have valid
points, | believe this responsibility should be shared between the family and
educational institutions.

On one hand, many people argue that parents should be the primary source of social
education. Children first learn about behavior and values at home, and parents serve
as their first role models. For example, basic manners like saying "please" and "thank
you," respecting elders, and sharing with others are typically taught by parents from
an early age. Parents also have more time with their children and can observe and
correct behavior in various social situations. Additionally, family values and cultural
traditions that contribute to social identity are mainly passed down through the
home environment.

On the other hand, schools play an equally important role in socializing children. In
the classroom, children interact with peers from different backgrounds, which helps
them develop tolerance and cooperation skills. Teachers also implement specific
lessons about citizenship, ethics, and community service that might not be covered
at home. Furthermore, schools provide a structured environment where children
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learn to follow rules, respect authority, and face consequences for inappropriate
behavior. These experiences prepare them for the wider society where similar
expectations exist.

In my opinion, the responsibility for teaching social skills should be shared by both
parents and schools, as they each provide different but complementary types of
social education. Parents lay the foundation with core values and basic manners,
while schools expand on this foundation with formal instruction and diverse social
experiences. When parents and teachers work together, communicating regularly
about children's behavior and reinforcing consistent messages, children receive the
best preparation for society.

However, in today's busy world, some parents have limited time with their children,
which puts more pressure on schools. Similarly, overcrowded classrooms make it
challenging for teachers to focus on individual social development. Despite these
challenges, neither party should completely delegate this responsibility to the other.

In conclusion, raising good citizens requires effort from both parents and educational
institutions. While they contribute in different ways, their shared commitment
provides children with the comprehensive social education needed to become
valuable members of society.

Grader Notes: This essay reaches Band 6.5 by addressing all parts of the task with a
clear position. The writer discusses both views and presents their own opinion with
some supporting ideas. The essay is coherent with good use of paragraphing and
some linking devices ("On one hand," "On the other hand," "However"). Vocabulary is
generally appropriate with some good phrases like "primary source," "cultural
traditions," and "complementary types." The range of sentence structures includes
some complex sentences, though more sophisticated constructions would help
achieve a higher band. The arguments are relevant but would benefit from more
specific examples and deeper analysis. The conclusion summarizes the main points
effectively. Overall, the essay shows good control of language with occasional errors
that don't impede communication.

Band 7 Model Essay

The question of who should bear the primary responsibility for teaching children to
become responsible citizens — parents or schools — has sparked considerable debate.
While educational institutions certainly play a vital role in this process, | believe that
parents should shoulder the main responsibility for socializing their children.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 195



Proponents of school-based social education highlight several compelling
advantages. Educational institutions provide a structured environment where
children interact with diverse peers, naturally fostering tolerance and cooperation.
Professional educators can implement evidence-based curricula specifically
designed to develop civic awareness and ethical reasoning. Moreover, schools offer
consistent exposure to societal norms and expectations beyond the family unit,
preparing children for wider social participation. For instance, school activities like
student government and community service projects provide practical experience in
civic engagement that many families cannot replicate at home.

Nevertheless, those who emphasize parental responsibility present equally
convincing arguments. The family serves as a child's first and most influential social
environment, where fundamental values and behaviors are established long before
formal education begins. Parents have unparalleled opportunities to model
appropriate conduct through countless daily interactions and to provide immediate
feedback on social behaviors across various contexts. Furthermore, moral
development is deeply intertwined with emotional bonds and trust, which are
typically strongest within family relationships. Research consistently shows that
children with engaged parents who actively teach social skills demonstrate better
behavioral outcomes regardless of educational setting.

In my assessment, while educational institutions provide crucial support and
structure, parents must take primary responsibility for children's social development.
Families possess unique advantages in timing, emotional connection, and
individualized attention that schools simply cannot match. The most formative years
for character development occur before and alongside formal education, with
parents serving as the most consistent presence throughout this critical period.
Additionally, values vary significantly across cultures and communities; parents are
best positioned to transmit the specific social expectations relevant to their child's
cultural context.

That said, the most effective approach clearly involves collaboration between homes
and schools. When parents establish core values and basic conduct expectations
while schools reinforce and expand upon this foundation with structured learning
experiences, children benefit from consistent messaging that strengthens their
social competence. Educational institutions can also provide valuable support for
families facing challenges, ensuring that all children receive adequate social
guidance.

In conclusion, while schools make indispensable contributions to children's social
development, parents should bear the primary responsibility for teaching children to
become good members of society. This position recognizes the unique advantages
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of the family environment while acknowledging the complementary role that
educational institutions play in preparing young people for citizenship.

Grader Notes: This Band 7 essay presents a well-developed argument with clear
organization and logical progression. The writer effectively addresses both
perspectives before presenting a nuanced personal opinion. Each paragraph has a
clear central idea with relevant supporting points and examples. The vocabulary
demonstrates good range and precision with appropriate terms like "civic
awareness," "ethical reasoning," and "emotional bonds." There's effective use of
cohesive devices ("Nevertheless," "Moreover," "That said") that help the flow between
ideas. Sentence structures vary nicely between complex and compound forms. The
conclusion logically follows from the arguments presented rather than simply
restating the introduction. While the analysis shows good critical thinking, it could
reach Band 8 with more sophisticated examples and slightly more natural fluency in
places. Overall, it's a well-constructed response that clearly addresses all aspects of
the task.

Band 8 Model Essay

The question of whether parents or educational institutions should bear primary
responsibility for cultivating good citizens has generated significant debate in
educational circles. While both entities undoubtedly influence children's social
development, this essay will evaluate the merits of each perspective before arguing
that optimal socialization occurs through a collaborative approach emphasizing
parental leadership complemented by educational reinforcement.

Those who advocate for school-centered social education present compelling
justifications. Educational institutions offer systematic, research-based approaches to
developing citizenship skills through carefully structured curricula and specialized
pedagogical expertise. Schools also provide unique opportunities for children to
navigate social dynamics within a diverse community, preparing them for the
pluralistic societies they will eventually enter. Furthermore, educational settings can
ensure a certain standardization of civic knowledge and ethical understanding that
transcends the inevitable variations in family values and parenting approaches. The
structured nature of classroom environments also allows for targeted intervention
when social deficiencies are identified, potentially compensating for limitations in
home environments.

Conversely, proponents of parent-led socialization highlight the family's irreplaceable
role as children's primary influence. The intimacy of family relationships creates
powerful learning opportunities through observation and imitation that begin in
infancy, well before formal education commences. Parents possess unparalleled
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knowledge of their child's temperament and developmental needs, enabling them
to tailor social guidance with extraordinary precision. Moreover, the continuity of
parental influence across contexts and throughout developmental stages provides
consistency that educational institutions, with their changing teachers and peer
groups, cannot replicate. Research in developmental psychology consistently
demonstrates that secure attachment relationships within families establish the
neurological and emotional foundations upon which all subsequent social learning
builds.

In My assessment, while both perspectives offer valuable insights, the most effective
approach positions parents as the architects of children's social development with
schools serving as specialized contractors in this complex construction project.
Parents establish the foundational blueprints through early modeling and explicit
teaching of core values, while schools expand upon this framework through
structured learning experiences and diverse social exposures. This hierarchical yet
collaborative model recognizes the irreplaceable timing and intimacy advantages of
parental influence while acknowledging education's crucial role in broadening and
formalizing social competencies.

The effectiveness of this approach becomes particularly evident when examining
societies with strong home-school partnerships. In Finland, for instance, where
parental involvement is actively facilitated through educational policy and cultural
expectations, students consistently demonstrate exceptional social-emotional
outcomes alongside academic achievement. Conversely, educational systems that
attempt to compensate for diminished parental involvement typically struggle to
produce comparable results despite substantial resource investments.

This perspective does not diminish the critical nature of educational contributions
but rather contextualizes them within a developmental sequence where parental
influence necessarily precedes and continuously intertwines with formal education.
When schools recognize and build upon the social foundations established at home,
they can focus their specialized resources on extending rather than replacing familial
socialization.

In conclusion, while the development of good citizens benefits tremendously from
formal educational input, parents must embrace their irreplaceable role as children's
primary social architects. The most effective approach leverages the complementary
strengths of both institutions through intentional collaboration that respects their
distinct yet interconnected contributions to children's social development.

Grader Notes: This essay exemplifies Band 8 qualities through its sophisticated
analysis and elegant expression. The writer demonstrates excellent critical thinking
by carefully evaluating both perspectives before presenting a nuanced position that
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acknowledges the complexity of the issue. Vocabulary is precise and varied, with
natural use of sophisticated terms and academic phrases ("cultivating good citizens,"
"pluralistic societies," "pedagogical expertise," "hierarchical yet collaborative model").
The essay maintains excellent cohesion through skillful use of referencing and a
variety of cohesive devices. Paragraph structure is logical, with each developing a
clear central idea that advances the overall argument. Sentence structures are varied
and controlled, demonstrating the writer's ability to express complex ideas with
clarity. The essay includes specific, relevant examples (like the Finnish education
system) that strengthen the argument. The introduction effectively frames the
discussion, while the conclusion synthesizes the main points into a coherent final
position. Throughout, the writer maintains an academic tone while demonstrating
flexibility in approach to this complex social issue.

Essay 7

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 1 Question Type: Advantage/Disadvantage Essay
Task: In some countries, many more people are choosing to live alone nowadays
than in the past. Do you think this is a positive or negative development?

Band 6.5 Model Essay

In recent years, there has been a noticeable increase in the number of people opting
to live by themselves in many societies. This trend represents a significant shift from
traditional living arrangements where extended families or at least couples lived
together. In my opinion, while this development offers certain benefits, its negative
aspects outweigh the advantages.

Living alone provides individuals with numerous benefits. Firstly, it offers complete
freedom and independence. People living by themselves can organize their living
space and schedule according to their personal preferences without compromising.
For example, they can decide when to sleep, eat, or socialize without considering
others' needs. Additionally, solitary living can foster self-reliance and personal growth,
as individuals must learn to handle all aspects of household management and
problem-solving on their own.

However, this trend has several concerning drawbacks. The most significant issue is
increased social isolation, which can lead to loneliness and mental health problems
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like depression and anxiety. Humans are inherently social creatures who benefit from
regular interaction and emotional support. Furthermore, living alone is financially
burdensome, as single individuals must bear all housing costs and utilities without
sharing expenses. This economic pressure can significantly reduce quality of life,
especially in expensive urban areas where most solo dwellers tend to live.

From a broader societal perspective, the rise in solo living may weaken community
bonds and family structures that traditionally provided support networks. When
more people live alone, there are fewer opportunities for intergenerational
knowledge transfer and cooperative child-rearing practices that benefit society as a
whole. Additionally, solo living typically results in higher resource consumption per
person, which raises environmental concerns in an increasingly
sustainability-conscious world.

In conclusion, while living alone offers personal freedom and opportunities for
independence, | believe the negative impacts on individual well-being, economic
stability, and social cohesion make this a concerning development overall. Societies
might benefit from exploring alternative living arrangements that preserve some
personal space while maintaining human connection and resource efficiency.

Grader Notes: This essay reaches Band 6.5 by addressing the task and presenting a
clear position with some development of ideas. The organization is logical, with
separate paragraphs examining advantages and disadvantages before concluding
with the writer's opinion. Vocabulary is generally appropriate with some good
phrases like "social isolation," "intergenerational knowledge transfer," and "resource
consumption." There's a mix of simple and complex sentence structures, though
more sophisticated constructions would help achieve a higher band. Cohesive
devices are used adequately ("Firstly," "However," "Furthermore"), creating reasonable
flow between ideas. The arguments are relevant but would benefit from more
specific examples and deeper analysis of societal impacts. Some minor errors appear
but don't impede communication. The conclusion effectively summarizes the main
position without repetition.

Band 7 Model Essay

In numerous countries worldwide, the phenomenon of solo living has gained
unprecedented popularity, marking a significant departure from traditional
cohabitation arrangements. While some view this trend as a symbol of increased
personal freedom and economic prosperity, others express concern about its
potential societal implications. This essay will examine both perspectives, ultimately
arguing that the rise in solo living presents more challenges than benefits.
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The growing preference for living alone undoubtedly provides several advantages for
individuals. Chief among these is the complete autonomy it affords, allowing people
to design their living spaces, establish routines, and make lifestyle choices without
negotiation or compromise. This independence can foster personal development as
individuals learn self-reliance and develop confidence in managing all aspects of
their lives. Furthermore, solitary living eliminates the interpersonal conflicts that
often arise in shared accommodations, potentially reducing stress and creating a
more peaceful environment conducive to productivity and relaxation.

Despite these benefits, the surge in solo living carries significant drawbacks for both
individuals and society. At the personal level, living alone frequently leads to social
isolation, which numerous studies have linked to deteriorating mental and physical
health outcomes. The absence of regular in-home social interaction removes an
important safety net for emotional support during difficult times. From a financial
perspective, single-person households face a heavier economic burden as they
cannot distribute housing costs, utilities, and daily expenses across multiple earners,
potentially limiting their financial security and quality of life.

The societal implications are equally concerning. As more people choose to live
independently, commmunity bonds weaken, and traditional support networks erode,
potentially increasing reliance on state welfare systems when individuals face
hardships. The demographic challenges are particularly notable in societies with
aging populations, where increasing numbers of elderly individuals living alone may
strain healthcare and social services. Additionally, from an environmental standpoint,
single-person households typically consume more resources per capita than shared
living arrangements, contradicting sustainability goals that many nations have
established.

While acknowledging the personal freedom that solo living provides, | believe its
negative consequences outweigh its benefits. The combination of social isolation,
financial strain, weakened community structures, and environmental impact creates
a concerning picture for societies where this trend continues to accelerate. A more
balanced approach might involve developing innovative housing solutions that
preserve privacy and independence while facilitating community connection and
resource sharing.

In conclusion, although the rising preference for living alone reflects certain positive
aspects of modern society such as increased autonomy, its detrimental effects on
individual wellbeing and social cohesion suggest that this development warrants
careful consideration rather than unconditional embrace.

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 7 through its clear organization, logical
development, and appropriate use of academic language. The writer presents a
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well-structured argument with a clear introduction establishing the topic and
position, followed by balanced discussion paragraphs before a reasonable conclusion.
The vocabulary demonstrates good range and precision with appropriate terms like
"unprecedented popularity," "interpersonal conflicts," and "demographic challenges."
Sentence structures vary between complex and compound forms with good control.
Cohesive devices are used effectively throughout ("Despite these benefits,"
"Furthermore," "Additionally") creating smooth transitions between ideas. The
arguments show good critical thinking with relevant examples, though even more
specific evidence would elevate it further. Paragraphing is logical with each
paragraph developing a clear central idea. The conclusion effectively summarizes the
writer's position without simple repetition. Overall, this is a cohesive, well-argued

response that clearly addresses all aspects of the task.

Band 8 Model Essay

The dramatic surge in solo living across numerous societies represents one of the
most significant social transformations of recent decades, fundamentally altering
traditional patterns of cohabitation and community structure. This shift toward
independent living arrangements warrants careful analysis of its multifaceted
implications. After examining various perspectives, | will argue that while this trend
reflects certain positive societal developments, its negative consequences ultimately
predominate.

The increasing prevalence of solitary living arrangements can be viewed as a natural
evolution reflecting several positive societal advancements. Most notably, it signifies
enhanced economic prosperity that enables individuals to finance independent
households—an option historically available only to the privileged few. This
development also represents the fruition of personal autonomy as a cultural value,
allowing individuals to craft living environments perfectly tailored to their
preferences without the compromises inherent in shared accommodations. For
many, particularly those with demanding professional lives or introspective
temperaments, this arrangement provides an essential sanctuary for rejuvenation
and self-development that might be unattainable in communal settings.

Nevertheless, the proliferation of single-person households introduces significant
concerns at both individual and societal levels. Extensive research in psychology and
epidemiology has established robust correlations between isolated living and
diminished mental wellbeing, with solo dwellers demonstrating higher vulnerability
to depression, anxiety, and even premature mortality. These outcomes stem partly
from the absence of incidental social interactions that naturally occur in shared living
spaces—casual conversations and small acts of mutual assistance that collectively
form a crucial but often unrecognized support system. From an economic
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perspective, the inefficiency of solo living manifests in duplicated resources and
higher per-capita consumption patterns, placing additional pressure on housing
markets and environmental systems already under considerable strain.

Perhaps most concerning are the broader societal implications of this demographic
shift. As communities become increasingly composed of unconnected individuals
rather than interdependent households, the informal networks that traditionally
provided mutual assistance during hardships gradually disintegrate. This atomization
creates a paradoxical situation wherein people live in unprecedented physical
proximity within urban centers yet experience diminished social connection. The
resulting vacuum often necessitates expanded institutional support services,
transferring functions historically fulfilled through community relationships to
professional entities—a substitution that, while necessary, rarely replicates the
holistic benefits of organic social bonds.

The challenges appear particularly acute when considering aging populations.
Elderly individuals living alone frequently encounter practical difficulties managing
household maintenance and personal care, while simultaneously facing heightened
risks of social isolation precisely when health vulnerabilities make social support
most crucial. These circumstances create significant implications for healthcare
systems and social services that must adapt to meet the needs of an increasingly
atomized elderly demographic.

In My assessment, while solo living reflects positive developments in economic
capacity and personal freedom, its cumulative negative effects on individual
wellbeing, environmental sustainability, and community resilience suggest that this
trend requires thoughtful societal response rather than uncritical acceptance. The
optimal approach likely involves neither reverting to traditional cohabitation patterns
nor simply accommodating increasing atomization, but rather developing innovative
housing alternatives that preserve privacy and independence while deliberately
facilitating meaningful community connection.

In conclusion, though the rise in solo living demonstrates certain societal
achievements regarding individual autonomy and economic development, its
detrimental implications for psychological wellbeing, resource efficiency, and social
cohesion indicate that this should be viewed as a concerning development
warranting creative policy interventions to mitigate its negative consequences.

Grader Notes: This essay exemplifies Band 8 qualities through its sophisticated
analysis and elegant expression. The writer presents a nuanced evaluation of solo
living, demonstrating exceptional critical thinking and depth of analysis. The
vocabulary is precise and sophisticated throughout, with accurate use of advanced
terms and academic phrases like "multifaceted implications," "atomization creates a
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paradoxical situation," and "holistic benefits of organic social bonds." Sentence
structures are varied and controlled, with complex constructions handled with
confidence. The essay maintains excellent cohesion through skillful paragraph
construction and appropriate use of cohesive devices. Each paragraph develops a
clear central idea with supporting points that build the overall argument logically.
The introduction effectively frames the discussion, while the conclusion synthesizes
the analysis into a coherent final position without mere repetition. The writer's
position is clear yet nuanced, acknowledging both positive and negative aspects
while presenting a well-reasoned final assessment. Throughout, the essay
demonstrates the writer's ability to discuss a complex social trend with clarity,
sophistication, and nuance.

Essay 8

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 2 Question Type: Problem and Solution Task:
More and more people are migrating to cities in search of a better life, but city life
can be extremely difficult. Explain some of the difficulties of living in a city. How can
governments make urban life better for everyone?

Band 6.5 Model Essay

In recent decades, there has been a significant increase in urban migration as people
seek improved opportunities and living standards. However, city life presents
numerous challenges for residents. This essay will discuss some major difficulties of
urban living and suggest ways governments can enhance the quality of life in cities.

Living in urban areas involves several hardships. Firstly, housing affordability is a
critical issue in most major cities worldwide. High demand and limited space have
driven property prices and rents to levels that many residents cannot afford, forcing
people to live in cramped conditions or spend excessive portions of their income on
accommodation. Secondly, traffic congestion is another persistent problem, with
commuters often spending hours in transportation each day, leading to stress,
reduced productivity, and air pollution. Additionally, cities frequently suffer from
environmental problems like poor air quality, excessive noise, and limited green
spaces, which negatively impact residents' physical and mental health.

Social challenges also characterize urban living. Many city dwellers experience
isolation and loneliness despite being surrounded by millions of people. The
fast-paced lifestyle and weakened community bonds make establishing meaningful
connections difficult. Furthermore, cities often have significant inequality, with luxury
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apartments sometimes located just blocks away from areas of extreme poverty,
creating social tension and potentially higher crime rates in disadvantaged
neighborhoods.

Governments can implement various measures to improve urban life. One essential
strategy is investing in affordable housing projects through subsidies, rent controls,
or public housing initiatives. Developing efficient and affordable public
transportation networks would also significantly reduce congestion and pollution
while improving mobility for all residents. Creating more parks, community gardens,
and recreational spaces throughout urban areas would provide necessary natural
environments for relaxation and social interaction.

To address social challenges, local authorities could support community centers and
neighborhood initiatives that foster connections among residents. Implementing
progressive taxation and ensuring equitable access to quality education and
healthcare would help reduce inequality. Additionally, smart city technologies could
improve resource management and service delivery, making cities more efficient
and livable.

In conclusion, while city life offers opportunities, it also presents significant
challenges related to housing, transportation, environment, and social wellbeing.
Through thoughtful urban planning, investment in infrastructure, and
community-building initiatives, governments can make cities more livable and
equitable for all residents. The key lies in balancing economic development with
human needs and environmental sustainability.

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 6.5 by addressing both parts of the question
with clear organization. The writer identifies several urban challenges and suggests
relevant government solutions. The essay is coherent with logical paragraphing and
some cohesive devices ("Firstly," "Additionally," "Furthermore") creating reasonable
flow between ideas. Vocabulary is generally appropriate with some good phrases like
"urban migration," "housing affordability," and "social tension." There's a mix of simple
and complex sentence structures, though more sophisticated constructions would
help achieve a higher band. The analysis shows good understanding of the issues
but would benefit from more specific examples of cities or policies to support the
points made. Some minor errors appear but don't impede communication. The
conclusion effectively summarizes the main points without simple repetition.

Band 7 Model Essay

The unprecedented migration to urban centers in pursuit of better economic
opportunities and lifestyle improvements has become a defining demographic trend
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of our era. However, this urban transition frequently presents newcomers with
substantial challenges rather than immediate advantages. This essay will explore the
primary difficulties associated with city living and propose government interventions
that could enhance urban environments for all residents.

Urban dwellers face numerous significant hardships. Housing affordability
constitutes perhaps the most pressing concern, with property prices and rental costs
in major metropolitan areas frequently outpacing average income growth. This
disparity forces many residents to allocate disproportionate percentages of their
earnings to accommodation or accept substandard living conditions in less desirable
neighborhoods. Transportation challenges similarly affect quality of life, with
congested roadways and overcrowded public transit systems extending commute
times and increasing stress levels. The environmental impacts of dense urban
development—including air pollution, noise pollution, and the urban heat island
effect—create additional health burdens for city residents who often have limited
access to natural spaces for recreation and relaxation.

The social dimension of urban living presents equally significant challenges. Despite
population density, many city dwellers experience profound social isolation as
traditional community structures dissolve in transient urban environments.
Economic inequality becomes particularly visible in urban settings, where extreme
wealth and severe poverty often exist in close proximity, creating social tensions and
potentially contributing to higher crime rates in disadvantaged areas. Additionally,
the competitive nature of urban employment markets and high cost of living create
persistent financial pressure and work-life imbalance for many residents.

Governments can implement various strategies to address these urban challenges.
Regarding housing, authorities should develop comprehensive affordable housing
policies, including rent stabilization measures, inclusionary zoning requirements, and
public-private partnerships to increase housing stock. Investment in transportation
infrastructure—particularly expanding public transit networks, creating dedicated
cycling lanes, and implementing congestion pricing—could significantly reduce
traffic problems while improving mobility equity across socioeconomic groups.

Environmental improvements should focus on expanding urban green spaces
through park development, commmunity gardens, and green roofing initiatives, while
simultaneously strengthening emissions regulations and incentivizing cleaner
technologies. To foster community cohesion, governments could fund neighborhood
centers, support community events, and design public spaces that encourage social
interaction. Addressing inequality requires targeted interventions, including
progressive local taxation, workforce development programs in disadvantaged areas,
and ensuring equitable access to quality education and healthcare services.
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Smart urban planning represents perhaps the most foundational approach to
improving city life, particularly the implementation of mixed-use development and
transit-oriented growth models that reduce commuting needs and create
self-sufficient neighborhoods. Additionally, leveraging technology through "smart
city" initiatives can improve service delivery efficiency and resource management
while enhancing citizen engagement in local governance.

In conclusion, while urban areas continue to attract migrants seeking better
opportunities, city living presents substantial challenges that require proactive
government intervention. Through comprehensive approaches addressing housing,
transportation, environment, and social cohesion, authorities can transform urban
environments into more livable, equitable spaces that fulfill their promise as centers
of opportunity and improved quality of life.

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 7 through its comprehensive coverage of the
guestion, clear organization, and effective use of academic language. The writer
identifies multiple urban challenges with good explanation and suggests specific,
relevant government solutions for each issue. The vocabulary demonstrates good
range and precision with appropriate terms like "unprecedented migration,"
"disproportionate percentages,' and "transit-oriented growth models." Sentence
structures show good variety and complexity with generally good control. Cohesive
devices are used effectively throughout ("However," "Additionally," "Regarding
housing") creating smooth transitions between ideas. The paragraphing is logical
with each paragraph developing a clear central idea. The arguments are
well-developed with relevant examples, though more specific case studies of cities or
policies would elevate it further. The conclusion effectively summarizes the main
points while emphasizing the importance of the issue. Overall, this is a cohesive,
well-structured response that comprehensively addresses all aspects of the task.

Band 8 Model Essay

Urban migration has accelerated dramatically in recent decades as individuals seek
improved economic opportunities and quality of life. However, the reality of city living
often presents substantial challenges that can undermine these aspirations. This
essay will examine the key difficulties encountered by urban residents and propose
comprehensive government interventions to enhance metropolitan living
conditions.

The foremost challenge of urban living is the prohibitive cost of accommodation.
Real estate prices in major cities have skyrocketed beyond the reach of average
earners, forcing many to either allocate disproportionate percentages of their
income to housing or accept substandard living conditions in peripheral areas. This
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housing crisis is compounded by insufficient infrastructure, particularly in rapidly
expanding urban centers where transportation networks become overwhelmed
during peak hours. Consequently, commuters waste valuable time in traffic
congestion, which not only reduces productivity but also contributes to elevated
stress levels and diminished quality of life.

Furthermore, urbanization has created unprecedented environmental pressures. The
concentration of vehicles and industrial activities generates harmful air pollution,
while the prevalence of concrete structures creates heat islands that exacerbate the
effects of climate change in urban settings. These environmental deteriorations have
measurable impacts on public health, with city dwellers experiencing higher rates of
respiratory conditions and heat-related illnesses than their rural counterparts.

To address these multifaceted challenges, governments must implement strategic
and coordinated policy interventions. Regarding housing affordability, authorities
should introduce a combination of rent control measures, subsidized housing
programs for low-income residents, and incentives for developers to incorporate
affordable units in new constructions. Singapore's public housing model, which
accommodates over 80% of its population in government-developed estates,
demonstrates the viability of state intervention in creating accessible housing
solutions.

Infrastructure development must be prioritized with substantial investment in
efficient public transportation systems. Cities like Copenhagen and Amsterdam
illustrate how integrated networks of metros, buses, and bicycle lanes can
significantly reduce congestion while promoting sustainable mobility. Crucially, these
transportation initiatives should be planned in conjunction with housing
developments to create self-contained communities where essential services are
within reasonable proximity.

Environmental sustainability should be embedded within urban planning
frameworks through the implementation of stringent emissions standards,
expansion of green spaces, and adoption of renewable energy sources for public
facilities. Initiatives such as vertical gardens on building facades and rooftop solar
installations can transform urban architecture to mitigate rather than exacerbate
environmental degradation.

In conclusion, while urban living presents significant challenges related to housing
affordability, infrastructure limitations, and environmental degradation, these
difficulties are not insurmountable. Through comprehensive policy approaches that
integrate housing, transportation, and environmental considerations, governments
can cultivate cities that fulfill their promise as centers of opportunity and enhanced
quality of life for all residents.
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Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates excellent Band 8 level writing. The
introduction effectively contextualizes the issue and clearly outlines the essay's
structure. Each paragraph develops a sophisticated analysis of urban challenges,
incorporating specific examples and precise vocabulary (e.g., "prohibitive,"
"disproportionate," "peripheral," "multifaceted"). The solutions proposed show
exceptional critical thinking with concrete policy recommendations and real-world
examples (Singapore's housing, Copenhagen's transportation). The essay maintains
excellent cohesion through appropriate linking words and logical progression of
ideas. The conclusion effectively summarizes while reinforcing the central argument.
Grammatical range is impressive with complex sentences and varied structures
without errors. The vocabulary is sophisticated and precise throughout (e.g.,
"skyrocketed," "compounded," "exacerbate"). This essay meets all Band 8 criteria with
its well-developed arguments, cohesive structure, and error-free language use.

Essay 9 (Opinion Question)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 1 Question Type: Opinion Task: Some people think
that all university students should study whatever they like. Others believe that they
should only be allowed to study subjects that will be useful in the future, such as
those related to science and technology. Discuss both these views and give your own
opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Answer

In recent years, there has been a debate about what subjects university students
should be allowed to study. While some people believe students should have
freedom to choose any subject, others think they should focus on practical subjects
like science and technology. This essay will discuss both sides of this argument.

Those who support freedom of choice argue that students perform better when
studying subjects they are passionate about. When students are interested in what
they are learning, they are more motivated and likely to excel in their studies. For
example, a student who loves literature may not perform well in engineering courses.
Additionally, many people believe that university education should be about
personal development and intellectual growth, not just job training.

On the other hand, advocates for practical subjects point out that science and
technology degrees lead to better employment prospects. In our modern economy,
there is high demand for graduates with technical skills like programming, data
analysis, and engineering. Countries need qualified professionals in these fields to
remain competitive globally. Furthermore, governments often invest significant
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money in higher education, so there is an argument that this investment should
benefit the economy.

However, restricting students to only practical subjects overlooks the value of
humanities and arts. These disciplines develop critical thinking, communication
skills, and cultural understanding. Society needs historians, philosophers, and artists
just as much as engineers and scientists. Moreover, many employers seek graduates
with well-rounded skills rather than just technical knowledge.

In my opinion, the best approach is a balanced one. While practical subjects are
important for economic development, forcing students to study subjects they dislike
is counterproductive. Universities should offer guidance about career prospects
while allowing students to pursue their interests. Additionally, all degree programs
could incorporate some practical skills alongside theoretical knowledge.

In conclusion, both perspectives have valid points, but | believe students should
maintain some freedom of choice while being encouraged to consider future
employability. This balanced approach would benefit individuals and society.

Grader Notes: This essay addresses both views and gives a clear opinion as required.
It has a logical structure with good paragraphing and some effective linking devices.
The arguments are developed with relevant examples and supporting ideas.
Vocabulary is generally appropriate with some good collocations (e.g., "personal
development," "employment prospects"). There are no significant grammar errors,
though sentence structures could be more varied. The conclusion effectively
summarizes the writer's position. This essay meets the Band 6.5 criteria as it presents
a clear position with supporting arguments, though it lacks the sophistication and
precision of higher band scores.

Band 7 Model Answer

The question of whether university students should have complete freedom in
choosing their fields of study or be limited to subjects with clear practical
applications has generated considerable debate in educational circles. This essay will
examine both perspectives before presenting my personal viewpoint on this matter.

Proponents of academic freedom argue that allowing students to pursue their
genuine interests leads to deeper engagement and ultimately superior academic
outcomes. When students are passionate about their chosen field, they typically
invest more time and effort in their studies, leading to greater mastery of the subject
matter. Furthermore, university education has traditionally been viewed as a means
of intellectual exploration and personal growth rather than merely vocational
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training. This broader educational philosophy recognizes that the value of learning
extends beyond immediate practical applications.

Conversely, those who advocate for limiting study options to subjects like science
and technology present compelling economic arguments. These fields often offer
graduates more stable employment prospects and higher earning potential.
Additionally, from a national perspective, countries require a steady pipeline of
qgualified professionals in technical fields to drive innovation and maintain economic
competitiveness in an increasingly technology-driven global marketplace. Given that
higher education is frequently subsidized through public funding, there is a
reasonable expectation that this investment should yield tangible economic returns.

However, restricting academic choices to purely practical subjects overlooks the
substantial contributions of humanities and social sciences. These disciplines
cultivate essential critical thinking abilities, commmunication skills, and cultural
awareness that are valuable across numerous professional contexts. Moreover, many
technical innovations emerge from interdisciplinary approaches that combine
scientific knowledge with insights from other fields. The complex challenges facing
modern society—from climate change to ethical questions surrounding artificial
intelligence—require diverse perspectives that extend beyond technical expertise.

In my assessment, the optimal approach lies in striking a balance between individual
choice and practical considerations. While students should retain significant
autonomy in selecting their academic path, universities should provide
comprehensive information about employment landscapes and future trends to
inform these decisions. Additionally, educational institutions might consider
incorporating transferable professional skills across all disciplines, ensuring graduates
possess both specialized knowledge and practical capabilities.

To conclude, although scientific and technological education undoubtedly plays a
crucial role in economic development, imposing rigid restrictions on academic
choices would diminish the broader value of higher education. A balanced approach
that respects individual interests while encouraging practical considerations would
better serve both personal aspirations and societal needs.

Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates solid Band 7 writing skills. It presents a
well-structured discussion with clear paragraphing and effective use of cohesive
devices throughout. The arguments are well-developed with good supporting points
for both perspectives. The vocabulary range is impressive with precise word choices
like "proponents," "compelling," "tangible," and "assessment." The writer displays
good grammatical control with a mix of complex and compound sentences. The
position is clearly stated and consistently supported throughout. Overall organization
is logical and coherent, making the arguments easy to follow. This essay fulfills all
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requirements of the task with a clear, balanced approach and demonstrates the
language accuracy and precision expected at Band 7.

Band 8 Model Answer

The debate regarding whether university students should freely choose their field of
study or be restricted to subjects with explicit future utility, particularly in science
and technology, reflects fundamental questions about the purpose of higher
education. This essay will critically evaluate both perspectives before presenting a
nuanced position on this complex issue.

Those advocating for complete academic freedom emphasize the intrinsic
relationship between personal interest and educational achievement. When
students pursue subjects that genuinely captivate them, they typically demonstrate
heightened commitment, intellectual curiosity, and perseverance—qualities that
foster academic excellence and innovative thinking. Moreover, proponents of this
view conceptualize universities as institutions that transcend mere vocational
preparation, instead serving as environments for intellectual exploration, critical
inquiry, and personal transformation. This philosophical tradition, dating back to
Humboldt's vision of university education, celebrates knowledge acquisition as
inherently valuable, independent of its immediate practical applications.

Conversely, advocates for a more directed approach to university education cite
compelling socioeconomic considerations. In an increasingly competitive global
economy, graduates in STEM fields typically enjoy superior employment prospects
and contribute more directly to technological innovation and economic growth.
Countries with strong technical education systems, such as Germany and South
Korea, have demonstrated remarkable economic resilience and industrial
advancement. Furthermore, as higher education frequently receives substantial
public funding, there exists a legitimate societal interest in ensuring that educational
investments yield measurable returns in terms of workforce development and
economic competitiveness.

Nevertheless, restricting academic pursuits to exclusively utilitarian subjects
represents a reductionist approach that fails to recognize the multifaceted value of
diverse disciplines. Humanities and social sciences develop sophisticated analytical
frameworks, interpretive capabilities, and communication skills that are invaluable
across professional contexts. Indeed, many technological breakthroughs emerge at
the intersection of scientific knowledge and humanistic understanding. Steve Jobs
famously attributed Apple's distinctive approach to the fusion of technology with
liberal arts and design thinking. Additionally, contemporary challenges such as
climate change, bioethical dilemmas, and artificial intelligence governance
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necessitate interdisciplinary perspectives that integrate technical expertise with
ethical, social, and philosophical insights.

In my assessment, the dichotomy presented between free choice and practical utility
constitutes a false dilemma. The optimal approach involves recognizing the
complementary nature of individual passion and practical relevance. Universities
should preserve student autonomy while providing comprehensive guidance
regarding employment landscapes and future trends. Simultaneously, educational
institutions would benefit from developing interdisciplinary curricula that integrate
theoretical knowledge with practical applications across all fields of study. Such
programs could cultivate both specialized expertise and transferable skKills, preparing
graduates for evolving professional environments.

To conclude, while science and technology education undeniably contributes to
economic development, imposing artificial constraints on academic choices would
undermine the comprehensive value of higher education. A sophisticated approach
that honors individual intellectual interests while acknowledging practical
considerations would more effectively serve both personal fulfillment and societal
advancement, recognizing that these objectives are ultimately complementary
rather than contradictory.

Grader Notes: This essay exemplifies Band 8 writing with its sophisticated analysis
and exceptional language control. The introduction immediately establishes the
complexity of the issue and outlines a thoughtful approach. Each paragraph presents
detailed, nuanced arguments with well-chosen examples (Humboldt's educational
philosophy, Germany/South Korea's technical education systems, Steve Jobs'
approach at Apple). The vocabulary is precise and sophisticated throughout with
academic terms and expressions used naturally (e.g., "intrinsic relationship,"
"conceptualize," "reductionist approach," "multifaceted value"). The essay
demonstrates excellent grammatical range with varied complex structures used
accurately. Cohesion is maintained through skillful use of reference, substitution, and
logical connectors. The conclusion effectively synthesizes the arguments into a
sophisticated position that goes beyond simplistic solutions. This essay fully satisfies
all Band 8 criteria with its well-developed arguments, academic writing style, and
error-free language use.

Essay 10 (Advantage and Disadvantage Question)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 2 Question Type: Advantage and Disadvantage
Task: In some countries, many more people are choosing to live alone nowadays
than in the past. Do you think this is a positive or negative development?
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Band 6.5 Model Answer

In recent years, there has been a significant increase in the number of people who
choose to live alone in many countries. This trend represents a major shift in living
arrangements compared to previous generations. In my view, while this
development offers certain advantages, it also brings notable disadvantages that
should be considered.

On the positive side, living alone provides complete independence and personal
freedom. People who live by themselves can organize their living space and daily
routines according to their own preferences without needing to compromise. For
example, they can decide when to eat, sleep, or invite friends over without consulting
others. Furthermore, solo living can foster self-reliance and personal growth as
individuals learn to handle all aspects of household management and
problem-solving on their own.

Additionally, living alone can reduce interpersonal conflicts that often arise in shared
living situations. Disagreements about cleanliness, noise levels, or visitors are
eliminated when one lives independently. This peaceful environment can contribute
to better mental well-being and reduced stress for some people. Professionals with
demanding careers may particularly value this arrangement as it allows them to
focus on work without distraction.

However, there are significant drawbacks to this lifestyle. The most obvious concern
is loneliness and social isolation. Humans are inherently social beings, and living
without regular face-to-face interaction can lead to psychological issues including
depression and anxiety. This is particularly problematic for elderly people living alone,
who may have limited mobility or fewer social connections.

From a practical perspective, solo living is financially inefficient. The cost of rent,
utilities, and household items cannot be shared, making this lifestyle considerably
more expensive than shared accommodation. This increased financial burden may
force people to work longer hours or accept higher levels of debt. Additionally, the
environmental impact is greater as resources like electricity, heating, and water are
used less efficiently when homes are occupied by fewer people.

In conclusion, while living alone offers substantial benefits related to independence
and personal space, | believe the negative aspects, particularly regarding social
isolation and resource inefficiency, outweigh these advantages. Society should
consider how to address the challenges posed by this trend, perhaps by developing
more flexible housing options that balance privacy with opportunities for community
interaction.
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Grader Notes: This essay presents a clear position with a good analysis of both
positive and negative aspects of solo living. The structure is logical with good
paragraph organization focusing on distinct points. The arguments are developed
with relevant examples, though some could be more specific. The vocabulary is
generally appropriate with phrases like "foster self-reliance," "interpersonal conflicts,"
and "social isolation." There's good grammatical control with a mix of simple and
complex sentences. Some linking devices are used effectively to create cohesion. The
conclusion clearly summarizes the writer's opinion. This essay meets the Band 6.5
criteria with its clear position and developed arguments, though it lacks the precision

and sophistication needed for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Answer

In nuMmerous societies worldwide, there has been a marked increase in the
prevalence of individuals opting to live alone rather than in shared accommodations
or family units. This significant shift in living arrangements raises important
guestions about its implications for both individuals and communities. This essay will
examine whether this trend represents a positive or negative social development.

The growing preference for solo living offers several notable benefits. Primarily, it
provides individuals with unprecedented personal autonomy, allowing them to
establish living environments and daily routines that precisely align with their
preferences and needs. This freedom from compromise can substantially enhance
quality of life, particularly for those with specific lifestyle requirements or work
schedules. Furthermore, living independently necessitates the development of
practical skills and self-sufficiency, as individuals must manage all aspects of
household maintenance without assistance. This fostering of personal competence
can lead to greater confidence and capability in various life domains.

The privacy afforded by solo living also creates optimal conditions for pursuits
requiring concentration and minimal distraction. Creative professionals, academics,
and those engaged in demanding careers often benefit from uninterrupted personal
space to develop their work. Additionally, the absence of domestic conflicts over
shared resources or household responsibilities eliminates a significant source of
stress that frequently characterizes communal living arrangements.

Conversely, this trend presents considerable challenges. The most significant
concern relates to social connectedness. Human beings fundamentally require
regular meaningful interaction for psychological wellbeing, and living alone can
inadvertently lead to isolation. Research consistently demonstrates correlations
between solitary living and increased rates of depression, anxiety, and other mental
health conditions, particularly among older adults. The reduction in casual daily

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 215



exchanges that naturally occur in shared environments may diminish opportunities
for emotional support and connection.

From an economic perspective, solo living is substantially less resource-efficient.
Housing costs, utilities, and household equipment represent a greater financial
burden when borne by a single individual. This inefficiency extends to environmental
impact, as energy consumption and carbon footprints per person typically increase
when dwellings are occupied by fewer residents. In societies with housing shortages,
the proliferation of single-occupancy residences may exacerbate accommodation
scarcity and affordability issues.

On balance, while acknowledging the substantial benefits of autonomy and personal
space that solo living provides, | believe its potential to undermine social cohesion
and increase resource consumption represents a concerning development. The
challenge for contemporary societies lies in developing living arrangements that
preserve individual privacy while fostering community connection and optimizing
resource utilization. Innovative housing models that incorporate private spaces
alongside commmunal facilities may offer a promising middle ground to address these
competing needs.

Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates solid Band 7 writing with a clear position and
well-developed arguments. The organizational structure is logical and easy to follow,
with each paragraph focused on a specific aspect of the issue. The language shows
good range with accurate use of less common vocabulary like "prevalence,"
"unprecedented," "autonomy," and "exacerbate." There's effective use of cohesive
devices throughout (e.g., "primarily," "furthermore," "conversely") which helps create a
coherent argument. The writer demonstrates good grammatical control with a
variety of complex structures and minimal errors. Examples and supporting points
are relevant and well-integrated. The conclusion offers a balanced assessment with a
thoughtful suggestion for addressing the issue. This essay fulfills all requirements for
Band 7 with its clear position, coherent structure, and good range of language.

Band 8 Model Answer

The unprecedented rise in single-person households across numerous developed
economies represents a profound transformation in social organization that merits
careful examination. While historically, living alone was often circumstantial rather
than preferential, contemporary societies are witnessing a deliberate shift toward
solitary living arrangements. This essay will critically analyze the implications of this
phenomenon before articulating a position on whether it constitutes a positive or
negative societal development.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 216



The increasing prevalence of solo living arrangements reflects and reinforces several
progressive social developments. Most significantly, it embodies the economic
empowerment that enables individuals—particularly women, who historically lacked
financial independence—to establish autonomous households aligned with their
personal preferences. This liberation from traditional domestic arrangements has
allowed many to pursue career advancement, educational opportunities, and
lifestyle choices unencumbered by familial obligations or compromises. The privacy
and personal space afforded by solo living also creates optimal conditions for
self-actualization, creative expression, and intellectual development, potentially
fostering innovation and cultural production that benefits broader society.

Furthermore, living alone can represent a healthy adaptation to contemporary social
realities. In increasingly mobile societies where career trajectories often necessitate
geographical relocation, the flexibility of independent living arrangements allows
individuals to navigate professional opportunities without the complications
associated with relocating multiple household members. Additionally, as life
expectancy increases and patterns of partnership formation evolve, solo living during
certain life phases may constitute a natural response to demographic shifts rather
than indicating social fragmentation.

Conversely, the proliferation of single-person households presents substantial
challenges. From a psychological perspective, the absence of regular household
interaction may contribute to diminished social integration and emotional wellbeing.
Numerous epidemiological studies have identified correlations between solitary
living and increased vulnerability to mental health conditions, particularly among
elderly populations. This isolation can be particularly problematic in societies where
alternative community structures have weakened, leaving individuals without
adequate support networks beyond traditional household units.

The environmental and economic implications of this trend are equally concerning.
Single-person households demonstrate markedly higher per capita consumption of
energy, living space, and material goods compared to shared accommodations. This
inefficient resource utilization exacerbates environmental pressures and housing
shortages in densely populated urban centers. The financial burden of maintaining
independent households also contributes to economic vulnerability, particularly
among lower-income populations who may allocate disproportionate percentages of
their earnings to basic living expenses without the economies of scale available to
multi-person households.

On balance, while recognizing the legitimate personal benefits and societal progress
reflected in the capacity for independent living, | contend that the extensive shift
toward solitary households represents a concerning development that undermines
both environmental sustainability and social cohesion. The optimal response lies not
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in reverting to traditional household structures that may constrain individual
autonomy, but rather in developing innovative living arrangements that reconcile
personal independence with community integration. Co-housing developments,
intentional communities, and multi-generational complexes with private
accommodations alongside shared facilities represent promising models that
preserve privacy while fostering connection and optimizing resource efficiency.

In conclusion, the trend toward solitary living, while embodying important advances
in individual freedom, ultimately presents substantial challenges to sustainable and
cohesive social organization that cannot be overlooked when evaluating its broader
impact.

Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates excellent Band 8 writing with sophisticated
analysis and precise language throughout. The introduction effectively
contextualizes the issue historically before establishing the essay's direction. Each
paragraph contains well-developed arguments supported by specific examples and
nuanced reasoning. The vocabulary is sophisticated and precise with advanced
academic expressions used naturally (e.g., "unprecedented," "embodying,"
"unencumbered," "epidemiological," "exacerbates"). The writer demonstrates mastery
of complex grammatical structures with varied sentence patterns and no errors.
Cohesion is maintained through skillful use of referencing, substitution, and logical
connectors. The conclusion offers a thoughtful synthesis that acknowledges
complexity rather than simplistic solutions. This essay fully satisfies all Band 8 criteria
with its sophisticated analysis, academic approach, coherent structure, and flawless
language control.

Essay 11 (Discussion Question)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 3 Question Type: Discussion Task: Some people
think that parents should teach children how to be good members of society. Others,
however, believe that school is the place to learn this. Discuss both these views and
give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Answer

There is an ongoing debate about whether parents or schools should take primary
responsibility for teaching children how to become good citizens. While some people
argue that this is mainly the parents' duty, others believe schools should play the
leading role. This essay will discuss both perspectives before giving my own view.
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Those who think parents should teach social values point out that parents are a
child's first and most influential teachers. Children spend their formative years at
home, where they learn basic behaviors and attitudes through observation and
guidance. Parents can teach values like honesty, respect, and kindness through daily
interactions and by setting a good example. For instance, when parents themselves
help others or follow rules, children are likely to adopt similar behaviors. Additionally,
family values and cultural traditions that contribute to social cohesion are typically
passed down through parents rather than schools.

On the other hand, many people believe schools are better equipped to teach
children about being good members of society. Teachers are trained professionals
who understand child development and have expertise in educational methods.
Schools bring together children from different backgrounds, creating opportunities
to learn cooperation, tolerance, and respect for diversity that might not exist at home.
Furthermore, schools can provide structured programs on citizenship, ethics, and
social responsibility that many parents might not have the knowledge or time to
deliver effectively.

Schools also offer children the chance to practice social skills in a controlled
environment with clear rules and consequences. Through group activities, sports,
and community projects, students learn teamwork, leadership, and civic
responsibility. Teachers can identify and address problematic behaviors that parents
might overlook or be unable to correct.

In my opinion, the development of good citizens requires a collaborative approach
between parents and schools. Parents lay the foundation with basic values and serve
as ongoing role models, while schools can build upon this foundation with
structured learning and diverse social experiences. Neither party should relinquish
responsibility to the other, as both contribute unique and complementary elements
to a child's social development.

When parents and schools coommunicate effectively and reinforce the same values,
children receive consistent messages about appropriate behavior and social
responsibility. This partnership approach recognizes that raising good citizens is too
important and complex a task to be left entirely to either parents or educational
institutions alone.

In conclusion, while both parents and schools have important roles in teaching
children to be good members of society, | believe the most effective approach
combines their efforts in a cooperative partnership.

Grader Notes: This essay addresses the task by discussing both views and clearly
providing a personal opinion. The organization is logical with well-developed
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paragraphs focused on specific aspects of the argument. The writer uses some good
linking devices to create cohesion. The vocabulary is generally appropriate with some
good phrases like "formative years," "social cohesion," and "collaborative approach."
There's good grammatical control with a mix of simple and complex sentences,
though there could be more sentence variety. The examples provided are relevant
but could be more specific. The conclusion effectively summmarizes the writer's
balanced position. This essay meets the criteria for Band 6.5 with its clear position
and reasonably developed arguments, though it lacks the sophistication and
precision needed for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Answer

The question of whether parents or educational institutions should bear primary
responsibility for socializing children into effective community members represents
an important consideration in contemporary society. Both perspectives offer
compelling arguments that merit examination. This essay will evaluate these
contrasting viewpoints before presenting my own position on this matter.

Proponents of parental responsibility emphasize the unique position of the family as
a child's first and most enduring social environment. Parents typically exercise
unparalleled influence during the crucial early developmental years when
fundamental behavioral patterns and value systems become established. Through
both explicit instruction and implicit modeling, parents communicate essential
social norms including respect for others, honesty, empathy, and cooperation. This
transmission of values occurs within emotionally significant relationships, potentially
enhancing internalization compared to more formal educational contexts. Moreover,
parents can tailor their guidance to align with specific cultural traditions, religious
beliefs, and family values, providing personalized moral instruction that reflects their
community's particular social expectations.

Conversely, advocates for school-centered socialization highlight several advantages
educational institutions offer in preparing children for societal participation. Schools
provide structured exposure to professional educators with specialized training in
child development and pedagogical methods. The classroom environment
constitutes a controlled microcosm of society where children encounter diversity,
authority structures, and formalized rules—experiences that directly prepare them
for broader social participation. Educational curricula often explicitly address
citizenship education through subjects like civic studies, ethics, and social sciences,
offering systematic approaches to complex social concepts that parents may lack the
expertise to convey effectively. Furthermore, schools offer consistent opportunities
for guided peer interaction, allowing children to develop conflict resolution skills,
cooperation, and tolerance in authentic social situations.
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The institutional perspective also recognizes that relying exclusively on parents for
social education may perpetuate inequalities, as families vary significantly in their
capacity, knowledge, and resources for providing effective guidance. Schools can
potentially standardize certain aspects of social education, ensuring all children
receive fundamental instruction in civic responsibility regardless of their home
circumstances.

In my assessment, the dichotomy presented in this debate creates an artificial
division of what should ideally function as a collaborative enterprise. Children benefit
most when receiving consistent messages about social expectations across different
life domains. Parents provide the essential foundation of values and behavioral
expectations, while schools offer structured opportunities to practice and refine
social skills within a diverse community setting. Neither institution alone possesses
all the resources and opportunities necessary for comprehensive social development.

The optimal approach involves recognizing the complementary contributions of
both parents and schools, with communication and cooperation between these
spheres maximizing effectiveness. While parents may emphasize family values and
personalized guidance, schools can contextualize these principles within broader
societal frameworks and provide practical application through structured
interactions with diverse peers and authority figures.

To conclude, rather than assigning exclusive responsibility to either parents or
schools, | believe that cultivating good citizens requires synchronized efforts from
both institutions, each contributing their unique resources and perspectives to this
critical developmental process.

Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates solid Band 7 writing with a clear,
well-structured response to the question. The organization is logical with each
paragraph developing a specific aspect of the argument. The vocabulary is precise
and varied with academic expressions like "unparalleled influence," "internalization,"
"microcosm," and "perpetuate inequalities." There's good grammatical control with a
range of complex structures used accurately. Cohesive devices are used effectively
throughout to connect ideas and paragraphs. The writer presents a thoughtful
personal opinion that acknowledges the complexity of the issue rather than taking a
simplistic stance. The arguments for both views are well-developed with relevant
supporting points. The conclusion effectively synthesizes the main arguments into a
coherent final position. This essay satisfies all the requirements for Band 7 with its
clear position, coherent structure, and accurate use of language.

Band 8 Model Answer
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The socialization of children into constructive members of society represents a
fundamental process that shapes community cohesion and continuity.
Contemporary discourse reveals divergent perspectives regarding whether this
critical responsibility should primarily reside with parents or educational institutions.
This essay will critically analyze both viewpoints before presenting a nuanced
position on this multifaceted issue.

Proponents of parental primacy in social education emphasize the family's
unparalleled position as the initial and most intimate socializing agent. The
parent-child relationship provides a uniquely powerful context for value transmission
through both explicit instruction and implicit modeling. Developmental
psychologists consistently identify early childhood as the period during which
foundational moral frameworks and behavioral patterns become established, with
parental influence particularly potent during this formative stage. The emotional
bonds characterizing family relationships facilitate the internalization of values
through mechanisms that educational institutions cannot readily replicate.
Furthermore, parents can contextualize social principles within specific cultural,
religious, and familial traditions, providing personalized ethical frameworks that
honor diverse community standards while fostering intergenerational continuity of
values.

This perspective acknowledges that parents possess intimate knowledge of their
child's temperament, strengths, and vulnerabilities, allowing for individualized
approaches to character development that institutional education, with its
necessarily standardized methods, cannot achieve. Studies in developmental
psychology consistently demonstrate correlations between parental involvement
and positive social outcomes, suggesting that abdicating this responsibility to
educational institutions may compromise optimal development.

Conversely, advocates for school-centered socialization present compelling
arguments regarding educational institutions' distinctive capabilities in preparing
children for effective societal participation. Schools offer structured exposure to
trained professionals with specialized knowledge in child development, moral
education, and pedagogical methodologies. The educational environment
constitutes a controlled social laboratory where children encounter diversity,
authority structures, and formalized expectations that directly prepare them for
broader civic engagement. Through explicit curricula addressing citizenship, ethics,
and social responsibility, schools provide systematic instruction in complex social
concepts that parents may lack the expertise or resources to convey effectively.

Educational institutions also serve a critical equalizing function, potentially
mitigating disparities in social preparation stemming from variations in parental
capacity, knowledge, or resources. In increasingly diverse societies, schools represent

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 222



spaces where children engage with peers from different backgrounds, developing
essential skills in intercultural communication, conflict resolution, and cooperative
problem-solving that homogeneous family environments may not naturally foster.

The apparent dichotomy between parental and institutional responsibility creates an
artificial division in what functions optimally as a complementary relationship. Social
development occurs across multiple contexts, with different environments offering
distinct yet mutually reinforcing opportunities for learning and practice. Rather than
allocating exclusive responsibility to either parents or schools, contemporary
understanding of child development suggests that synchronized efforts across these
domains produce the most favorable outcomes.

The most effective approach recognizes that parents provide the essential moral
foundation and emotional security necessary for positive development, while schools
offer structured opportunities to refine and apply social skills within diverse
community settings. Each contributes unique and irreplaceable elements to the
socialization process, with neither capable of comprehensively fulfilling this complex
responsibility independently.

In conclusion, while acknowledging the distinctive contributions of both family and
educational environments, | contend that the development of good citizens
necessitates a coordinated partnership between parents and schools. This
collaborative approach honors the specialized capacities of each socializing agent
while recognizing that children benefit most when receiving consistent guidance
across their various life domains, ultimately preparing them for meaningful
participation in increasingly complex social landscapes.

Grader Notes: This essay exemplifies Band 8 writing with its sophisticated analysis
and exceptional language control. The introduction effectively establishes the
complexity of the issue with academic framing. Each paragraph presents detailed,
nuanced arguments with references to psychological research and sociological
concepts. The vocabulary is precise and sophisticated throughout ("unparalleled,"
"potent," "i abdicating," "mitigating disparities") with academic

internalization,
terminology used naturally. The essay demonstrates excellent grammatical range
with varied complex structures used accurately and effectively. The writer maintains
excellent cohesion through skillful use of reference, substitution, and logical
connectors. The conclusion synthesizes the arguments into a sophisticated position
that acknowledges the complexity of the issue. This essay fully satisfies all Band 8
criteria with its well-developed academic analysis, sophisticated language use, and
error-free writing.

Essay 12 (Two-Part Question)
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Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 4 Question Type: Two-Part Question Task: In some
countries, a few people earn extremely high salaries. Some people believe that this is
good for the country, while others think that governments should not allow salaries
above a certain level. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Answer

In recent years, there has been considerable debate about whether extremely high
salaries for top earners are beneficial or detrimental to society. While some people
view these substantial incomes as positive for economic growth, others argue that
governments should impose upper limits on earnings. This essay will examine both
perspectives before presenting my own view.

Those who support unlimited high salaries often point to the economic benefits they
can generate. Top earners, such as business executives and entrepreneurs, frequently
create jobs and drive innovation through their companies and investments. For
example, successful business founders like Bill Gates or Elon Musk have not only
earned enormous personal wealth but have also established companies employing
thousands of people. Additionally, proponents argue that the possibility of earning
extremely high salaries motivates talented individuals to work harder and take risks,
which can lead to economic advancement and technological breakthroughs that
benefit society as a whole. High-earning individuals also typically contribute
significantly to tax revenue, which governments can use to fund public services and
infrastructure.

On the other hand, advocates for salary caps argue that excessive income inequality
has serious negative consequences for society. When a small minority earns
disproportionately high salaries, it can create social division and resentment among
the general population. Studies have shown that countries with extreme wealth
disparities often experience higher crime rates, poorer public health outcomes, and
reduced social cohesion. Furthermore, critics contend that extremely high salaries
are often disconnected from actual productivity or contribution to society. For
instance, financial traders may earn enormous bonuses while teachers, nurses, and
other essential workers struggle financially despite their critical roles.

Those who support salary restrictions also point out that limiting top incomes could
allow for more equitable distribution of wealth, potentially reducing poverty and
expanding the middle class. They argue that a more balanced income distribution
creates healthier, more stable societies with stronger consumer spending power
across broader segments of the population.

In my opinion, while | recognize the importance of rewarding talent, innovation, and
risk-taking, the growing gap between the highest and lowest earners has become
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problematic in many countries. Rather than imposing strict salary caps, which could
be difficult to implement and might discourage entrepreneurship, | believe
governments should use progressive taxation systems to address extreme inequality.
This approach would allow successful individuals to earn substantial rewards for their
contributions while ensuring they contribute proportionally more to public
resources. Additionally, governments should focus on improving wages for
lower-income workers and investing in education and training to create more
opportunities for economic advancement.

In conclusion, although unlimited high salaries may incentivize economic activity
and innovation, | believe that extreme income inequality ultimately harms social
cohesion and economic stability. A balanced approach using taxation and social
policy, rather than absolute salary caps, represents the most practical solution to this
complex issue.

Grader Notes: This essay addresses the task well by discussing both views and
providing a clear personal opinion. The organization is logical with good
paragraphing and some effective linking words. The arguments are developed with
relevant examples (Bill Gates, Elon Musk) and supporting ideas about taxation and
social effects. The vocabulary is generally appropriate with some good phrases like
"disproportionately high," "social cohesion," and "progressive taxation." There's good
grammatical control with a mix of sentence structures. The conclusion effectively
summarizes the writer's balanced position. This essay meets the requirements for
Band 6.5 with its clear position and reasonably developed arguments, though it lacks
the sophistication and precision needed for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Answer

The phenomenon of individuals earning exceptionally high incomes has generated
significant debate regarding its impact on broader society. While some consider
such wealth concentration beneficial for economic vitality, others advocate for
governmental restrictions on maximum earnings. This essay will examine both
perspectives before presenting a balanced position on this contentious issue.

Proponents of unrestricted earning potential highlight several economic advantages.
Primarily, they argue that the prospect of substantial financial rewards incentivizes
innovation, entrepreneurship, and productivity. When talented individuals can
potentially receive extraordinary compensation for their contributions, they may be
more willing to invest time, resources, and effort into ventures that carry significant
risk but offer substantial societal benefits. Silicon Valley's technological revolution, for
instance, was driven partly by entrepreneurs motivated by the possibility of
exceptional financial success. Additionally, high-earning individuals typically
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generate considerable tax revenue, which governments can allocate toward essential
public services, infrastructure development, and social programs.

From a philosophical standpoint, supporters of unlimited earnings often emphasize
principles of economic freedom and meritocracy. They contend that artificially
restricting income interferes with market mechanisms that efficiently allocate
resources and reward value creation. Furthermore, in globally competitive industries
such as technology, finance, and entertainment, imposing salary caps might trigger
talent migration to countries with fewer restrictions, potentially diminishing a
nation's competitive advantage in key sectors.

Conversely, advocates for salary limitations present compelling arguments regarding
social cohesion and economic stability. Excessive income disparity can fragment
societies, eroding trust between socioeconomic groups and potentially fueling social
unrest. Research consistently demonstrates correlations between extreme inequality
and various social problems, including crime rates, health disparities, and reduced
intergenerational mobility. Critics of unlimited salaries also question whether
astronomical compensation packages genuinely reflect proportional contributions
to society or simply result from structural advantages and market distortions.

From a practical economic perspective, concentrated wealth may reduce overall
consumption, as higher-income individuals typically save larger proportions of their
earnings compared to middle and lower-income groups. This pattern can diminish
aggregate demand, potentially constraining economic growth. Furthermore, when
financial rewards disproportionately flow toward select professions or industries,
talented individuals may gravitate toward these lucrative fields regardless of their
societal value, creating inefficient resource allocation from a social welfare
perspective.

In my assessment, while absolute salary caps represent an excessively rigid approach
that could undermine economic dynamism, completely unrestrained income
inequality poses genuine societal risks. The optimal policy framework would
maintain sufficient incentives for innovation and exceptional performance while
mitigating extreme disparities that threaten social cohesion. This balance might be
achieved through progressive taxation systems that preserve substantial rewards for
high achievers while redirecting a portion of extraordinary earnings toward public
investments that expand opportunity for all citizens.

Additionally, addressing income inequality requires complementary policies beyond
tax structures, including robust education systems that equalize opportunity, labor
market regulations that strengthen worker bargaining power, and corporate
governance reforms that better align executive compensation with long-term value
creation rather than short-term metrics.
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To conclude, rather than imposing arbitrary salary limits, governments should
implement comprehensive policy frameworks that preserve incentives for
exceptional contribution while ensuring that economic growth translates into
broadly shared prosperity and sustainable social outcomes.

Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates solid Band 7 writing with a clear,
well-structured response to both parts of the question. The organization is logical
with each paragraph developing a specific aspect of the argument. The vocabulary is
precise and varied with academic expressions like "contentious issue," "incentivizes
innovation," "meritocracy,

astronomical compensation," and "intergenerational
mobility." There's good grammatical control with a range of complex structures used
accurately. Cohesive devices are used effectively throughout to connect ideas and
paragraphs. The writer presents a thoughtful personal opinion that acknowledges
the complexity of the issue rather than taking a simplistic stance. Both views are
well-developed with relevant examples and supporting points. The conclusion
effectively synthesizes the main arguments into a coherent final position. This essay
satisfies all the requirements for Band 7 with its clear position, coherent structure,
and good language control.

Band 8 Model Answer

The concentration of extraordinary wealth among a small segment of society has
emerged as a contentious economic and ethical issue in contemporary discourse.
While proponents frame unrestricted earning potential as essential for economic
dynamism, critics advocate for regulatory constraints on maximum incomes to
address structural inequalities. This essay will critically evaluate these competing
perspectives before articulating a nuanced position on optimal approaches to
income distribution.

Advocates for unrestricted high salaries present several compelling arguments
centered on economic efficiency and innovation. The prospect of exceptional
financial rewards serves as a powerful motivational mechanism that stimulates
entrepreneurial activity, risk-taking, and productivity enhancements. Historical
analysis reveals that societies embracing meritocratic compensation systems have
frequently demonstrated superior economic performance and innovation compared
to those imposing rigid income restrictions. Silicon Valley's technological revolution,
which has transformed global communication, commerce, and information systems,
has been fueled substantially by individuals motivated partly by the potential for
extraordinary financial success. These wealth creators not only generate substantial
direct economic value but also create expansive employment opportunities and
contribute disproportionately to public finances through taxation.
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Furthermore, from a philosophical standpoint, restrictions on earning potential
potentially infringe upon fundamental principles of economic liberty and
self-determination. Proponents contend that individuals who generate exceptional
value through their contributions should rightfully receive commensurate rewards,
and that market mechanisms—rather than arbitrary governmental limits—represent
the most efficient and equitable method for determining appropriate compensation.
In increasingly globalized industries where talent is highly mobile, unilateral salary
restrictions might precipitate talent migration to jurisdictions with fewer constraints,
potentially undermining national competitiveness in critical sectors such as finance,
technology, and biomedical research.

Conversely, advocates for income limitations argue that extreme wealth
concentration undermines social cohesion and systemic stability. Epidemiological
research consistently demonstrates correlations between pronounced income
inequality and numerous societal pathologies, including diminished public health
outcomes, elevated crime rates, reduced social trust, and constrained
intergenerational mobility. From this perspective, unrestricted wealth accumulation
constitutes not merely an economic concern but a fundamental threat to
democratic functioning, as concentrated economic power increasingly translates
into disproportionate political influence that can subvert democratic processes and
policy formation.

Critics of unlimited salaries also question the presumption that astronomical
compensation packages accurately reflect proportional societal contributions. They
highlight distortions in compensation mechanisms, particularly evident in corporate
governance structures where executive remuneration decisions often lack genuine
independence or accountability. Furthermore, macroeconomic analysis suggests
that excessive income concentration may actually undermine economic
performance through reduced aggregate demand, as high-income individuals
exhibit lower marginal propensities to consume compared to middle and
lower-income cohorts. This pattern can create deficient demand conditions that
constrain growth and employment generation.

In assessing these competing perspectives, | contend that the polarized framing of
this debate—unrestricted earnings versus rigid caps—creates a false dichotomy that
obscures more sophisticated policy approaches. Rather than implementing blunt
instruments such as absolute salary restrictions, which could indeed generate
unintended consequences for innovation and economic dynamism, societies should
develop comprehensive frameworks that preserve incentives while mitigating
extreme disparities that threaten social fabric and democratic functioning.

Such frameworks would incorporate progressive taxation systems calibrated to
maintain substantial rewards for exceptional performance while redirecting a portion
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of extraordinary earnings toward investments in human capital development,
infrastructure, and research that expand opportunity more broadly. These fiscal
approaches should be complemented by structural reforms addressing the
underlying mechanisms that generate excessive compensation, including corporate
governance standards that enhance accountability, competition policies that reduce
market concentration, and educational investments that equalize opportunity.

To conclude, while acknowledging legitimate concerns regarding income inequality,
| believe the optimal approach lies not in arbitrary salary limitations but in
thoughtfully designed policy architectures that align individual incentives with
broader social welfare. Such systems would preserve the motivational benefits of
significant reward differentials while ensuring that economic prosperity translates
into broadly shared advancement rather than increasingly concentrated privilege.

Grader Notes: This essay exemplifies Band 8 writing with its sophisticated analysis
and exceptional language control. The introduction effectively establishes the
complexity of the issue within an academic framework. Each paragraph presents
detailed, nuanced arguments with references to research and real-world examples.
The vocabulary is precise and sophisticated throughout ("contentious," "meritocratic,"
'commensurate," "precipitate," "disproportionate") with academic terminology used
naturally and accurately. The essay demonstrates excellent grammatical range with
varied complex structures used accurately and effectively. The writer maintains
excellent cohesion through skillful use of reference, substitution, and logical
connectors. The conclusion synthesizes the arguments into a sophisticated position
that goes beyond simplistic solutions. This essay fully satisfies all Band 8 criteria with
its well-developed academic analysis, sophisticated language use, and error-free
writing.

Essay 13 (Direct Question)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 1 Question Type: Direct Question Task: Some
people believe that unpaid community service should be a compulsory part of high
school programs (for example working for a charity, improving the neighborhood or
teaching sports to younger children). To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Band 6.5 Model Answer

In recent years, there has been growing debate about whether high school students
should be required to participate in unpaid community service as part of their
education. Some people strongly support making such activities mandatory, while
others believe they should remain voluntary. In my opinion, | largely agree that
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community service should be a compulsory component of high school programs,
although | believe certain considerations must be addressed in implementation.

Mandatory community service offers numerous benefits to students' personal
development. When teenagers volunteer in charities, help improve their
neighborhoods, or teach younger children, they develop essential life skills such as
empathy, responsibility, and teamwork. These experiences can help them mature
emotionally and become more socially aware citizens. Furthermore, community
service exposes students to different socioeconomic realities and challenges,
broadening their perspectives beyond their immediate social circles and potentially
influencing their future career choices and civic engagement.

From a societal perspective, requiring students to contribute to their commmunities
helps instill the value of civic responsibility from an early age. In many modern
societies, there appears to be declining participation in community activities and
volunteering. By making such service mandatory during formative years, schools can
help establish lifelong habits of commmunity involvement. Additionally, high schools
can channel significant student energy and talent toward addressing genuine
community needs, creating a substantial positive impact on local organizations and
services that may be underfunded or understaffed.

However, there are legitimate concerns about compulsory service that must be
addressed. Some students already face significant academic pressures and
extracurricular commitments, and adding mandatory community work could create
undue stress. To mitigate this, schools should integrate service hours thoughtfully
into the curriculum, perhaps reducing other requirements proportionally or offering
flexible scheduling options. Additionally, for commmunity service to be meaningful
rather than perfunctory, students should have some choice in selecting activities
aligned with their interests and abilities.

Another potential issue is the practical implementation of such programs,
particularly in schools with limited resources or in communities with few established
volunteer opportunities. Educational authorities would need to ensure adequate
support structures, transportation, and supervision for these activities to be
beneficial and safe for all students.

In conclusion, despite the challenges involved, | strongly believe that mandatory
community service in high schools would benefit both students and society. With
thoughtful implementation that addresses practical concerns and allows for some
student choice within the requirement, compulsory service programs can help
develop more compassionate, responsible, and engaged citizens for the future.
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Grader Notes: This essay presents a clear position with good supporting arguments.
The structure is logical with paragraphs that develop specific aspects of the
argument. The introduction effectively introduces the topic and states the writer's
position. The body paragraphs present relevant points about personal development,
social benefits, and potential challenges. The vocabulary is generally appropriate with
expressions like "civic responsibility," "socioeconomic realities," and "undue stress."
There's good grammatical control with a mix of simple and complex sentences.
Some cohesive devices are used effectively to link ideas. The conclusion clearly
restates the writer's position with a summary of key points. This essay meets the
Band 6.5 criteria with its clear position and reasonably developed arguments, though
it lacks the sophistication and precision needed for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Answer

The proposition that community service should constitute a mandatory component
of secondary education has generated considerable debate among educators,
parents, and policy makers. This essay will examine the merits and limitations of
compulsory service learning before presenting my perspective on this educational
approach.

Mandatory community service offers numerous advantages for adolescent
development and societal well-being. When high school students engage in
structured volunteer activities, they develop critical interpersonal competencies that
traditional academic settings may not adequately foster. Collaborative work in
community organizations cultivates teamwork abilities, communication skills, and
emotional intelligence — attributes increasingly valued in professional environments.
Furthermore, exposure to diverse socioeconomic conditions and social challenges
broadens adolescents' perspectives beyond their familiar environments, potentially
nurturing empathy and reducing prejudice. Research consistently demonstrates that
meaningful community engagement during adolescence correlates with sustained
civic participation in adulthood, suggesting that mandatory service programs could
strengthen democratic engagement among future generations.

From an educational perspective, properly designed service learning programs
create valuable opportunities for experiential education that complement theoretical
classroom instruction. When students apply academic concepts to address
authentic community needs, they develop deeper understanding through practical
application. For instance, environmental science concepts gain relevance when
students participate in habitat restoration projects, while sociological theories
become more comprehensible when teenagers interact directly with marginalized
populations. This integration of theory and practice represents a powerful
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pedagogical approach that enhances retention and comprehension of academic
material.

However, legitimate concerns regarding compulsory service warrant careful
consideration. Critics argue that mandating altruistic activities contradicts the
voluntary spirit that should underpin genuine service, potentially fostering
resentment rather than authentic social responsibility. Students compelled to
participate may approach their assignments perfunctorily, undermining the quality
of service provided to community organizations and limiting the developmental
benefits. Additionally, practical implementation challenges exist, particularly for
students with significant family responsibilities, transportation limitations, or those
residing in communities with limited service opportunities.

Furthermore, without thoughtful program design that includes meaningful
reflection components and adequate supervision, mandatory service risks becoming
a superficial requirement that students fulfill mechanically rather than an
opportunity for genuine learning and development. The administrative burden on
schools to establish partnerships, ensure appropriate placements, and monitor
student participation represents another significant consideration.

On balance, | believe that carefully structured mandatory community service
programs offer sufficient educational and societal benefits to justify their inclusion in
secondary curricula, provided that implementation addresses the aforementioned
concerns. Schools should design programs that offer students meaningful choice
among diverse service opportunities aligned with their interests and values, thereby
preserving some sense of autonomy within the requirement. Additionally, service
learning should be integrated systematically into academic curricula rather than
imposed as an isolated obligation, with structured reflection activities that help
students process their experiences and connect them to broader social issues and
academic concepts.

To conclude, while acknowledging valid objections to compulsory service learning, |
support thoughtfully implemented mandatory programs that provide flexibility in
service selection, integrate experiences with academic content, and include
structured reflection components. When designed with these elements, mandatory
community service represents a valuable educational approach that benefits
students' development while strengthening community resources and fostering
civic engagement.

Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates solid Band 7 writing with a clear position
supported by well-developed arguments. The organization is logical and coherent
with each paragraph exploring a different aspect of the issue. The vocabulary is
precise and varied with academic expressions like "interpersonal competencies,"
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"experiential education," "pedagogical approach," and "perfunctorily." There's good
grammatical control with a range of complex structures used accurately. Cohesive
devices are used effectively throughout to create a coherent argument. The writer
presents a thoughtful position that acknowledges both sides of the argument before
providing a balanced conclusion. The essay addresses the question directly and
maintains focus throughout. The conclusion effectively synthesizes the main
arguments into a coherent final position. This essay satisfies all requirements for
Band 7 with its clear position, coherent structure, and good range of language.

Band 8 Model Answer

The integration of mandatory community service into secondary education curricula
represents a pedagogical approach that has garnered increasing attention among
educational policymakers worldwide. Proponents advocate for compulsory service
learning as a mechanism for developing civic engagement and social responsibility,
while critics question both its philosophical underpinnings and practical efficacy. This
essay will critically evaluate this educational strategy before articulating a nuanced
position on its implementation.

Mandatory service learning offers substantial potential benefits for adolescent
development. When thoughtfully structured, community engagement provides
experiential learning opportunities that cultivate a range of competencies
insufficiently addressed in traditional academic settings. Direct involvement with
community organizations fosters interpersonal skills, emotional intelligence, and
adaptability as students navigate dynamic social environments beyond classroom
walls. Research in developmental psychology suggests that meaningful
engagement with diverse populations during formative adolescent years
significantly enhances perspective-taking abilities and reduces implicit biases that
might otherwise persist into adulthood. Longitudinal studies tracking participants in
service learning programs consistently demonstrate correlations between
adolescent community involvement and subsequent civic participation patterns,
suggesting that such experiences may establish enduring habits of social
contribution.

From a pedagogical perspective, service learning represents a powerful application
of constructivist educational theory, which emphasizes the importance of active
learning through authentic experiences. When effectively integrated with academic
content, community service transforms abstract concepts into concrete
understanding through practical application. Environmental science principles gain
immediacy when students participate in conservation efforts; economic theories
acquire relevance when teenagers witness structural inequalities firsthand; and
political processes become more comprehensible through engagement with local
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governance issues. This integration of theoretical knowledge with experiential
learning enhances cognitive engagement and information retention while
developing critical thinking skills through confrontation with complex social
challenges that resist simplistic solutions.

However, philosophical and practical objections to mandatory service warrant serious
consideration. The most fundamental critique questions whether genuinely
meaningful service can be compelled through institutional requirements. Critics
argue that authentic altruism necessarily emerges from intrinsic motivation rather
than external mandate, suggesting that obligatory service might cultivate
resentment or mere compliance rather than genuine social commitment. This
perspective suggests that voluntary service opportunities might better achieve the
intended developmental outcomes while honoring student autonomy.

Practical implementation challenges further complicate assessment of mandatory
programs. Students face widely varying external circumstances, including family
responsibilities, employment obligations, and transportation limitations that may
render service requirements disproportionately burdensome for economically
disadvantaged students. Additionally, communities offer uneven volunteer
opportunities, potentially creating implementation disparities between schools in
different geographical and socioeconomic contexts. Without adequate resources for
program administration, supervision, and reflection facilitation, mandatory service
risks devolving into perfunctory activity rather than transformative learning.

After weighing these considerations, | contend that appropriately designed
mandatory service learning programs offer sufficient educational value to justify their
incorporation into secondary curricula, provided that implementation addresses the
legitimate concerns identified above. Effective programs should incorporate several
essential elements: meaningful student choice among diverse service options
aligned with individual interests and values; systematic integration with academic
content rather than isolation as a separate requirement; structured reflection
components that promote critical analysis of social issues and personal growth; and
flexibility provisions accommodating students' varying circumstances while
maintaining equitable expectations.

The philosophical tension between mandated service and authentic volunteerism
can be partially reconciled by conceptualizing community engagement primarily as
an educational methodology rather than enforced altruism—a pedagogical
approach that employs community contexts as learning environments while
recognizing that meaningful learning often generates genuine commitment as a
secondary outcome. This framing acknowledges that educational institutions
legitimately require various learning activities based on their pedagogical value, with
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community service representing one valuable component of a comprehensive
educational experience.

In conclusion, while recognizing valid critiques of compulsory service learning, |
support thoughtfully designed mandatory programs that preserve student agency
through choice, integrate experiences with academic content, accommodate
individual circumstances, and incorporate structured reflection. Such programs
capitalize on the educational potential of community engagement while addressing
the practical and philosophical concerns associated with mandatory
implementation.

Grader Notes: This essay exemplifies Band 8 writing with its sophisticated analysis
and exceptional language control. The introduction effectively contextualizes the
issue within educational policy discussions. Each paragraph presents detailed,
nuanced arguments with references to research in developmental psychology and
educational theory. The vocabulary is precise and sophisticated throughout
("pedagogical," "cultivate," "constructivist," "perfunctory," "reconciled") with academic
terminology used naturally. The essay demonstrates excellent grammatical range
with varied complex structures used accurately and effectively. Cohesion is
maintained through skillful use of reference, substitution, and logical connectors. The
conclusion synthesizes the arguments into a sophisticated position that
acknowledges complexity rather than offering simplistic solutions. This essay fully
satisfies all Band 8 criteria with its well-developed academic analysis, sophisticated
language use, and error-free writing.

Essay 14 (Agree or Disagree Question)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 3 Question Type: Agree or Disagree Task: Some
people say that the main environmental problem of our time is the loss of particular
species of plants and animals. Others say that there are more important
environmental problems. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Answer

Environmental problems have become increasingly serious in recent decades,
prompting debate about which issues deserve the most attention. While some
argue that species extinction is the most critical environmental concern, others
believe that different challenges should take priority. This essay will discuss both
perspectives before presenting my own view.

Those who consider species loss the primary environmental problem highlight its
irreversible nature. Once a species becomes extinct, it is gone forever, representing a
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permanent loss of biodiversity. This diminishes the planet's genetic resources, which
could contain undiscovered medical treatments or solutions to future problems.
Additionally, each species plays a specific role in its ecosystem, and its disappearance
can trigger cascading effects throughout the food web. For example, when predators
disappear from an ecosystem, prey species may multiply uncontrollably, causing
damage to vegetation and affecting other wildlife. The interconnectedness of nature
means that biodiversity loss threatens the stability of entire ecosystems upon which
humans ultimately depend.

On the other hand, many people contend that other environmental challenges
deserve greater attention. Climate change, for instance, represents an existential
threat affecting the entire planet. Rising global temperatures are already causing
more frequent extreme weather events, rising sea levels, and agricultural disruption.
Similarly, pollution of air, water, and soil directly impacts human health and quality of
life. In densely populated cities across the world, air pollution causes respiratory
diseases affecting millions of people, while contaminated water sources spread
disease and reduce access to safe drinking water. These problems affect human
populations immediately and severely, potentially justifying their prioritization.

Other pressing environmental challenges include deforestation, which contributes to
climate change while destroying wildlife habitat, and plastic pollution, which is
accumulating in oceans and entering the food chain. Advocates for focusing on
these issues argue that addressing them would simultaneously help preserve
biodiversity, making them more efficient targets for environmental action.

In my opinion, attempting to rank environmental problems in order of importance
represents a flawed approach to environmental protection. The various
environmental challenges we face are deeply interconnected and often reinforce
each other. Climate change accelerates species extinction by altering habitats more
rapidly than many organisms can adapt. Conversely, biodiversity loss can reduce
ecosystem resilience to climate stresses. Rather than debating which problem
deserves more attention, a more productive approach would be to develop
integrated solutions that address multiple environmental challenges simultaneously.

In conclusion, while species extinction represents a serious and irreversible
environmental problem, | believe it cannot be meaningfully separated from other
environmental challenges such as climate change and pollution. An effective
environmental strategy must recognize the interconnected nature of these problems
and pursue comprehensive solutions rather than focusing narrowly on any single
issue.

Grader Notes: This essay addresses both views and provides a clear personal opinion.
The structure is logical with good paragraphing and some effective linking devices.
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The arguments are developed with relevant examples and supporting ideas about
biodiversity loss, climate change, pollution, and their interconnections. The
vocabulary is generally appropriate with good phrases like "irreversible nature,"
"'cascading effects," "existential threat," and "integrated solutions." There's good
grammatical control with a mix of simple and complex sentences. The conclusion
effectively summarizes the writer's position. This essay meets the Band 6.5 criteria
with its clear position and reasonably developed arguments, though it lacks the
depth and precision needed for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Answer

Environmental degradation has emerged as one of the defining challenges of our
era, though considerable debate exists regarding which specific aspects warrant
prioritization. While some environmentalists identify biodiversity loss as our most
critical ecological concern, others contend that alternative environmental threats
demand more urgent attention. This essay will examine both perspectives before
presenting a balanced assessment.

Proponents who prioritize species conservation emphasize the irreversible nature of
extinction and its profound ecological implications. The permanent disappearance of
plant and animal species represents not only a loss of intrinsic biological value but
also diminishes the genetic diversity essential for ecosystem resilience. Each species
occupies a specific ecological niche, contributing to complex interdependent
relationships that maintain system stability. When keystone species disappear, entire
ecosystems may experience cascading disruptions that ultimately threaten their
functional integrity. Furthermore, biodiversity represents an irreplaceable repository
of potential scientific and medical advancements. Countless pharmaceutical
breakthroughs have originated from compounds discovered in plants and animals,
suggesting that species extinction potentially eliminates solutions to future human
challenges before they can be discovered.

The accelerating rate of extinction further underscores the urgency of this issue.
Current extinction rates exceed background levels by an estimated 100-1000 times,
with some scientists characterizing the situation as the sixth mass extinction event in
Earth's history. Unlike previous extinction events, however, the current biodiversity
crisis stems primarily from human activities, particularly habitat destruction, climate
change, pollution, and invasive species introduction — factors within our capacity to
mitigate through thoughtful policy interventions.

Conversely, advocates for prioritizing other environmental concerns present
compelling arguments regarding issues like climate change, pollution, and resource
depletion. Climate change represents a particularly urgent threat with far-reaching
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implications for both human societies and natural systems. Rising global
temperatures alter weather patterns, intensify extreme events, disrupt agricultural
systems, and threaten coastal commmunities through sea level rise. These impacts
directly affect human welfare on an unprecedented scale, potentially justifying their
prioritization from both humanitarian and pragmatic perspectives.

Similarly, various forms of pollution — from plastic accumulation in oceans to
chemical contamination of waterways and air pollution in urban centers — create
immediate health hazards for human populations while simultaneously degrading
natural systems. Resource depletion concerns, particularly regarding freshwater
availability and soil fertility, pose existential challenges to human food security and
economic stability in many regions.

Importantly, these environmental challenges exhibit substantial interconnectedness
rather than representing truly separate phenomena. Climate change accelerates
biodiversity loss by altering habitats more rapidly than many species can adapt.
Conversely, healthy, biodiverse ecosystems demonstrate greater resilience to climate
impacts and provide essential services like carbon sequestration. Similarly, pollution
directly threatens both human health and species survival, while habitat preservation
simultaneously protects biodiversity and maintains essential ecosystem services.

In my assessment, the attempt to establish hierarchical rankings among
environmental problems represents a counterproductive approach that fails to
recognize their fundamental interconnectedness. Rather than viewing species
conservation and other environmental concerns as competing priorities, we should
acknowledge their interdependence and pursue integrated solutions that generate
multiple ecological benefits simultaneously. Conservation strategies that protect
biodiversity hotspots while preserving carbon sinks exemplify this approach,
addressing both extinction and climate concerns through coordinated efforts.

To conclude, while biodiversity loss certainly represents an environmental challenge
of profound significance, particularly given its irreversible nature, the most effective
response involves recognizing the systemic interconnections among various
ecological threats and implementing comprehensive solutions that address multiple
dimensions of environmental degradation concurrently.

Grader Notes: This essay demonstrates solid Band 7 writing with a clear,
well-structured response that addresses both views before presenting a balanced
personal opinion. The organization is logical with each paragraph exploring a
different aspect of the issue in detail. The vocabulary is precise and varied with
academic expressions like "ecological implications," "intrinsic biological value,"
"cascading disruptions," "interdependence," and "concurrent." There's good

grammatical control with a range of complex structures used accurately. Cohesive
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devices are effectively used throughout to create a coherent argument. The writer
presents a thoughtful position that goes beyond the simple dichotomy presented in
the question, showing good critical thinking. The examples and supporting points
are relevant and well-integrated. The conclusion effectively synthesizes the main
arguments into a coherent final position. This essay satisfies all requirements for
Band 7 with its clear position, coherent structure, and good range of language.

Band 8 Model Answer

The unprecedented rate of species extinction in the modern era has led some to
identify biodiversity loss as our foremost environmental challenge, while others
contend that issues such as climate change or pollution deserve greater
prioritization. This essay will examine both perspectives before arguing that these
environmental concerns are fundamentally interconnected and must be addressed
holistically rather than hierarchically.

Those who prioritize biodiversity conservation emphasize that each species
represents an irreplaceable component of Earth's ecological tapestry. The extinction
of even seemingly insignificant organisms can trigger cascading effects throughout
ecosystems, disrupting pollination cycles, predator-prey relationships, and nutrient
recycling. Furthermore, biodiversity loss often represents a permanent erasure of
potential medical, agricultural, and industrial resources—many pharmaceutical
breakthroughs, for instance, derive from compounds found in rare plants and
animals. The moral dimension cannot be overlooked either, as many argue that
humans have an ethical responsibility to prevent the extinction of species whose
vulnerability stems largely from our own activities.

Conversely, proponents of alternative priorities point to climate change as a more
urgent concern, noting its capacity to transform entire biomes and threaten human
civilization itself. Rising temperatures, sea level increases, and extreme weather
events endanger both human settlements and natural habitats alike. Similarly, air
and water pollution directly impact human health and well-being on a daily basis,
causing millions of premature deaths annually. These advocates maintain that
addressing such foundational threats would naturally facilitate species conservation,
whereas the inverse approach might neglect more immediate human needs.

In my assessment, attempts to rank environmental challenges reflect a fundamental
misunderstanding of ecological systems. Biodiversity loss, climate change, pollution,
and resource depletion function as interconnected phenomena within a complex
environmental web. For instance, climate change accelerates species extinction by
altering habitats beyond adaptation thresholds, while the degradation of
carbon-sequestering ecosystems simultaneously exacerbates climate change.
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Similarly, pollution compromises resilience in both natural systems and human
communities, rendering them more vulnerable to other environmental stressors.

The most effective environmental strategies will therefore recognize these
interconnections and implement integrated approaches that generate multiple
benefits. Protecting and restoring forests, for example, simultaneously preserves
biodiversity, sequesters carbon, prevents soil erosion, and filters water. Rather than
debating which environmental problem deserves primacy, we should emphasize
these synergistic solutions that address multiple challenges concurrently.

In conclusion, while different perspectives on environmental prioritization offer
valuable insights, the fundamental interconnectedness of ecological challenges
renders such rankings somewhat artificial. Our environmental strategy must reflect
the complex, systemic nature of these issues, pursuing holistic approaches that
leverage the natural synergies between biodiversity conservation, climate
stabilization, pollution reduction, and resource management.

Grader Notes - Band 8:
This essay demonstrates excellence across all assessment criteria:

Task Response: The essay fully addresses all parts of the task, presenting a
sophisticated examination of both perspectives before offering a nuanced position
that transcends the original binary framing. Rather than simply choosing a side, the
writer reframes the issue to highlight the interconnectedness of environmental
challenges.

Coherence and Cohesion: Organization is seamless, with clear progression
throughout. Note how each paragraph serves a distinct function while maintaining
thematic connections to surrounding content. Cohesive devices are used judiciously
and naturally—observe the varied use of referencing, substitution, and logical
connectors that guide the reader without becoming mechanical.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary is precise and sophisticated without becoming
unnecessarily ornate. Phrases like "unprecedented rate," "ecological tapestry,"
"irreplaceable component," "cascading effects," and "synergistic solutions"
demonstrate lexical precision and range. The writer skillfully employs
domain-specific terminology while maintaining accessibility.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay employs a wide variety of complex
structures with consistent accuracy. Complex sentences integrate dependent clauses
naturally, and the writer demonstrates mastery of various grammatical features,
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including perfect tenses, modal verbs, conditionals, and passive constructions.
Punctuation is deployed effectively throughout.

The exceptional quality of this essay stems from its ability to critically engage with
the question at a conceptual level rather than simply addressing it mechanically. The
writer not only presents the standard perspectives but elevates the discussion by
proposing a more sophisticated framework for understanding environmental
challenges as interconnected rather than competing priorities.

Essay 15

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 1

Question Type: Advantages and Disadvantages

Task: In some countries, the average weight of people is increasing and their levels
of health and fitness are decreasing. What do you think are the causes of these
problems and what measures could be taken to solve them?

Band 6.5 Model Answer

In recent decades, people in many countries are becoming more overweight and
less healthy. This essay will examine some causes of this worrying trend and suggest
some solutions that could help to solve this problem.

There are several causes that have contributed to this situation. Firstly, modern
lifestyles have become increasingly sedentary. Many people work in offices where
they sit at desks all day, and then go home and watch TV or use computers in their
free time instead of doing physical activities. Secondly, there has been a big increase
in the consumption of processed foods and fast food which contain high levels of
sugar, salt and unhealthy fats. These foods are often cheaper and more convenient
than healthy alternatives. Additionally, portion sizes in restaurants and at home have
grown larger, encouraging people to eat more than they need.

To address these problems, various measures could be implemented. One solution
would be for governments to run public health campaigns to educate people about
the importance of healthy eating and regular exercise. Schools should also play a role
by teaching children about nutrition and providing more physical education classes.
Furthermore, governments could implement policies to make healthy food more
affordable, such as subsidizing fresh fruits and vegetables or taxing unhealthy food
products. Urban planners should design cities that encourage physical activity, with
more parks, bicycle lanes, and pedestrian-friendly areas.
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Companies could also contribute by promoting healthier work environments. For
example, they could provide standing desks, organize fitness activities for employees,
and offer healthier options in workplace cafeterias.

In conclusion, the increasing weight and decreasing fitness levels in many countries
are caused by sedentary lifestyles and poor dietary habits. A combination of
government policies, education, and changes to our environment could help to
reverse this trend and create healthier societies.

Grader Notes — Band 6.5:

This essay demonstrates many strengths but falls short of higher bands in several
areas:

Task Response: The response addresses both parts of the question, identifying
causes and suggesting solutions. However, the analysis could be deeper, with more
developed explanations of how the proposed solutions would specifically address the
identified causes.

Coherence and Cohesion: The essay has a clear structure with an introduction, body
paragraphs focusing on causes and solutions, and a conclusion. Paragraphing is
mostly logical, though the organization of ideas within paragraphs could be more
refined. Basic cohesive devices are used appropriately, but the range is somewhat
limited.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary is adequate for the task, with some good
topic-specific vocabulary like "sedentary," "processed foods," and "public health
campaigns." However, there is some repetition and the range could be broader.
Some attempts at less common vocabulary are present, but the overall precision and
sophistication fall short of higher bands.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay uses a mix of simple and complex
sentence structures with generally good control. There are occasional minor errors,
but they don't impede communication. The range of structures is adequate but not
extensive enough for higher bands.

Overall, this is a solid essay that covers the basics well but lacks the depth, precision,
and sophistication needed for Band 7 or above.

Band 7 Model Answer

The concerning trend of increasing body weight and decreasing health standards is
evident across numerous developed nations. This essay will analyze the principal
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factors contributing to this phenomenon and propose comprehensive measures to
address these issues.

The causes of this health crisis are multifaceted. One significant factor is the dramatic
shift in dietary patterns, with processed and convenience foods dominating modern
diets. These items typically contain excessive amounts of refined carbohydrates,
unhealthy fats, and artificial additives, yet they have displaced nutritious whole foods
in many households due to their accessibility and aggressive marketing.
Simultaneously, technological advances have transformed both professional and
personal environments, drastically reducing physical activity in daily routines. Many
occupations now involve minimal movement, while entertainment increasingly
centers around sedentary screen-based activities. Additionally, socioeconomic
pressures have created time-poor societies where health often becomes secondary
to career demands, leading many to sacrifice home cooking and exercise in favor of
convenience.

To combat these issues, a multi-pronged approach is necessary. At the governmental
level, policymakers should implement regulatory measures such as mandatory
nutritional labeling, restrictions on marketing unhealthy products to children, and
taxation of high-sugar beverages. These could be complemented by subsidies for
fresh produce to make healthier options more economically viable for all
socioeconomic groups. Educational institutions must prioritize physical education
and nutrition literacy, equipping young people with the knowledge and habits
needed for lifelong health. Furthermore, urban planning should incorporate
health-promoting elements such as accessible recreational spaces,
pedestrian-friendly infrastructure, and community sports facilities.

On an individual level, people should be encouraged to adopt more active
transportation methods, incorporate movement breaks into sedentary routines, and
develop basic cooking skills to reduce reliance on processed foods. Employers can
contribute by implementing workplace wellness programs, offering flexible
schedules that accommodate physical activity, and providing healthier options in
cafeterias and vending machines.

In conclusion, while the causes of increasing weight and decreasing fitness are
complex and deeply embedded in modern lifestyles, a coordinated approach
involving government regulation, education, environmental design, and individual
behavioral changes could effectively reverse these troubling trends. The health of
future generations depends on addressing these challenges with appropriate
urgency and commitment.

Grader Notes - Band 7:
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This essay demonstrates solid performance across all assessment criteria:

Task Response: The essay thoroughly addresses both parts of the task, exploring
multiple causes and suggesting a range of corresponding solutions. The analysis is
substantive, offering clear explanations of how modern lifestyle factors contribute to
health problems and how the proposed interventions might help.

Coherence and Cohesion: The organizational structure is logical and fluid, with clear
progression between and within paragraphs. Cohesive devices are used effectively
but not mechanically, creating smooth transitions between ideas. Note how the
paragraphs on causes and solutions are internally organized around similar themes
(diet, physical activity, societal factors), creating parallel structure.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary is precise and varied, with good use of
topic-specific terms like "multifaceted," "refined carbohydrates," "sedentary,"
"socioeconomic pressures," "multi-pronged approach," and "regulatory measures."
The writer avoids unnecessary repetition and demonstrates good awareness of
collocation.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay employs a mix of simple and complex
structures with good control. Complex sentences are generally well-formed, and the
writer uses a variety of grammatical features including passive voice, modal verbs,
and different tense forms. There are very few errors, and they don't interfere with
communication.

While strong across all criteria, the essay falls short of Band 8 due to some limitations
in lexical sophistication, analytical depth, and grammatical range comypared to truly
exceptional responses.

Band 8 Model Answer

The alarming trajectory of increasing body mass and deteriorating fitness levels
across numerous societies represents a significant public health challenge in the 21st
century. This essay will examine the complex interplay of factors driving this
phenomenon and propose a multifaceted strategy to reverse these concerning
trends.

The etiology of this health crisis stems from profound transformations in both our
nutritional landscape and physical activity patterns. At the forefront is the
industrialization of food systems, which has flooded markets with ultra-processed
products engineered to maximize palatability through precisely calibrated
combinations of sugars, fats, and salt. These products not only deliver excessive
caloric density but often trigger neurobiological reward pathways that promote
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overconsumption. Concurrently, technological innovation has systematically
eliminated physical exertion from daily life—from automated transportation and
labor-saving devices to the digitization of entertainment and social interaction. These
developments have coincided with increasing urbanization and socioeconomic
pressures that further constrain opportunities for physical activity and access to
nutritious foods, particularly among disadvantaged populations. The result is an
obesogenic environment that fundamentally misaligns with our physiological
heritage.

Addressing these challenges requires coordinated intervention across multiple
domains. In the regulatory sphere, governments must rebalance market incentives
through measures such as graduated taxation on ultra-processed foods, mandatory
front-of-package nutritional labeling, and restrictions on manipulative marketing
practices. These fiscal and regulatory approaches should be complemented by
subsidies for whole foods and investments in community food infrastructure to
ensure nutritional equity across socioeconomic strata. The built environment
similarly demands reconfiguration through urban planning policies that prioritize
active transportation networks, integrate green spaces into residential
developments, and establish commmercial zoning restrictions that prevent the
concentration of fast-food outlets in vulnerable communities.

Educational initiatives must transcend simplistic information campaigns to develop
genuine food literacy and movement competence. School curricula should
incorporate practical cooking skills, critical media literacy to counteract food
marketing, and physical education programs designed to foster enjoyment rather
than competition. Healthcare systems must pivot toward preventative approaches,
with primary care physicians trained to deliver evidence-based behavioral counseling
and community health workers deployed to support sustainable lifestyle
modifications.

Perhaps most fundamentally, we must challenge the cultural narratives that
normalize sedentary behavior and nutritionally impoverished diets. This requires
harnessing social influence through community-based programs that create new
behavioral norms and supportive social networks. Technologies that currently
contribute to inactivity could be repurposed through innovative applications that
gamify physical activity, connect individuals with local food producers, or facilitate
peer support for health-promoting behaviors.

In conclusion, the rising weight and declining fitness levels observed globally reflect
not merely individual choices but systematic changes in our physical, economic, and
social environments. Effective solutions must therefore operate at multiple
levels—from policy and infrastructure to education and culture—creating contexts in
which healthier choices become the easier choices. By addressing these issues
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comprehensively rather than symptomatically, societies can foster environments
that support rather than undermine human health.

Grader Notes - Band 8:
This essay exemplifies excellence across all assessment criteria:

Task Response: The response develops a sophisticated analysis that goes beyond
surface-level explanations to explore the structural and systemic nature of the
problems. Rather than treating causes and solutions as separate lists, the writer
establishes conceptual connections between them, demonstrating how each
proposed intervention addresses specific causal factors. The response shows
exceptional critical thinking in identifying the multi-layered nature of both problems
and solutions.

Coherence and Cohesion: The organization is seamless and logical, with ideas
flowing naturally between and within paragraphs. Cohesive devices are skillfully
integrated throughout the text, creating fluidity without becoming formulaic. Note
how each paragraph builds on previous content while introducing new dimensions
of analysis, creating both progression and integration of ideas.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary is precise, sophisticated, and used with remarkable
control. Terms like "etiology," "obesogenic environment," "physiological heritage,"
"nutritional equity," "socioeconomic strata," and "behavioral norms" demonstrate
exceptional range and precision. The writer employs field-specific terminology
naturally while maintaining accessibility, showing mastery of both academic and
topic-specific lexical resources.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay employs a wide variety of complex
structures with consistent accuracy. Complex sentences integrate multiple ideas
coherently, and the writer demonstrates versatility in grammatical constructions,
including complex noun phrases, adverbial clauses, participle phrases, and varied
sentence patterns. There are virtually no grammatical errors.

What distinguishes this as a Band 8 essay is its conceptual sophistication and
analytical depth. The writer goes beyond describing problems and solutions to
examine underlying systems and structures, presenting a nuanced perspective that
reflects genuine understanding of complex socioeconomic and environmental
factors.

Essay 16
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Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 2

Question Type: Discussion Essay

Task: Some people think that all university students should study whatever they like.
Others believe that they should only be allowed to study subjects that will be useful
in the future, such as those related to science and technology. Discuss both these
views and give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Answer

There is ongoing debate about whether university students should have the freedom
to choose any subject they are interested in or if they should be limited to more
practical subjects like science and technology. This essay will examine both
viewpoints and provide my own perspective on this issue.

On one hand, many people believe that students should have complete freedom to
study subjects of their choice at university. This approach allows individuals to pursue
their passions and develop their natural talents. When students are genuinely
interested in what they are studying, they are more likely to be motivated, engaged,
and successful in their academic pursuits. Additionally, subjects like literature, history,
and philosophy may not have immediate practical applications but they help
develop critical thinking skills, creativity, and cultural understanding, which are
valuable in many career paths.

On the other hand, some argue that university education should focus on subjects
with clear practical applications, particularly in science and technology. These fields
are seen as vital for economic growth and solving pressing global challenges like
climate change and healthcare. Countries need skilled graduates in these areas to
remain competitive in the global economy. Furthermore, students who study these
subjects often have better job prospects and higher earning potential, which is an
important consideration given the rising cost of university education.

In my opinion, while practical subjects are certainly important, limiting university
education to only these areas would be a mistake. A well-rounded society needs
people with diverse skills and knowledge. Even seemingly impractical subjects
contribute significantly to our cultural and intellectual development. Moreover, many
employers value the transferable skills that come from studying arts and humanities,
such as communication, analysis, and creative problem-solving.

| believe the best approach is to encourage more students to consider fields like
science and technology through better career guidance and incentives, while still
preserving freedom of choice. Universities could also incorporate more practical
elements and transferable skills into all degree programs to enhance employability
regardless of subject.
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In conclusion, while there are strong arguments for focusing university education on
practical subjects, | believe students should maintain the freedom to study what
interests them, with better support to make informed choices about their future
careers.

Grader Notes — Band 6.5:

This essay demonstrates several strengths but has some limitations that prevent it
from reaching higher bands:

Task Response: The essay addresses both viewpoints and clearly states a personal
opinion, fulfilling the basic requirements of the task. However, the analysis could be
more developed with specific examples and deeper exploration of the implications of
each approach.

Coherence and Cohesion: The organizational structure is clear and logical, with
appropriate paragraphing and basic cohesive devices. The introduction sets up the
discussion well, and each body paragraph focuses on a specific viewpoint. The
conclusion effectively summarizes the writer's position. However, the transitions
between ideas could be smoother, and the development within paragraphs
sometimes lacks sophistication.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary is generally appropriate and accurate, with some
good phrases like "pursue their passions," "pressing global challenges," and
"transferable skills." However, there is some repetition and a limited range of less
common vocabulary items. The writer makes few errors in word choice or form.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay uses a mix of simple and complex
sentence structures with generally good control. There are occasional minor errors,
but they don't impede communication. The range of structures is adequate but not
extensive enough for higher bands.

Overall, this is a competent essay that fulfills the requirements of the task but lacks
the depth, sophistication, and precision needed for Band 7 or above.

Band 7 Model Answer

The question of whether university students should have complete freedom in their
subject selection or be restricted to fields deemed practically valuable has generated
considerable debate in educational circles. This essay will analyze both perspectives
before presenting my own position on this contentious issue.

Advocates for academic freedom argue that allowing students to follow their
intellectual curiosities yields multiple benefits. When individuals pursue subjects
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aligned with their genuine interests, they typically demonstrate greater
engagement, persistence, and academic achievement. This intrinsic motivation
often translates to deeper learning and more innovative thinking. Furthermore,
supposedly "impractical" disciplines like philosophy, literature, and history cultivate
crucial intellectual abilities including critical analysis, ethical reasoning, and cultural
literacy. These fields have contributed immeasurably to human progress throughout
history, from philosophical concepts underpinning democratic governance to literary
works that have transformed social consciousness. Additionally, the future utility of
knowledge is notoriously difficult to predict—humanities disciplines often develop
transferable skills that remain valuable despite changing economic landscapes.

Conversely, proponents of practical education emphasize that universities serve not
only individual interests but also broader societal needs. From this perspective,
higher education represents a significant investment of public and private resources
that should yield tangible returns. STEM fields (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) directly address pressing challenges such as climate change,
healthcare crises, and infrastructure development while simultaneously driving
economic growth and innovation. Countries that prioritize these disciplines often
demonstrate greater technological advancement and economic competitiveness.
Moreover, graduates from these fields typically enjoy lower unemployment rates and
higher earnings, potentially reducing student debt burdens and increasing tax
contributions to society.

In My assessment, the apparent opposition between freedom and practicality
presents a false dichotomy. A robust educational system should accommodate both
considerations by maintaining student choice while providing strong guidance and
incentives. Universities could implement core requirements ensuring all students
develop essential technical and quantitative literacy, regardless of their major.
Simultaneously, even the most technically-focused programs should incorporate
humanities elements that develop communication skills and ethical reasoning.
Financial incentives such as targeted scholarships and loan forgiveness programs
could encourage enrollment in high-need fields without eliminating options for
those with other aptitudes and interests.

Furthermore, rather than narrowly prescribing subjects, educational institutions
should focus on developing adaptable graduates with foundational competencies
applicable across changing career landscapes. The rapid pace of technological and
economic change means that specific technical skills often become obsolete, while
capabilities like critical thinking, communication, and continuous learning remain
persistently valuable.

In conclusion, while scientific and technological education undoubtedly merits
strong support, restricting university education exclusively to these domains would
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impoverish both individual development and societal progress. The optimal
approach balances student autonomy with strategic incentives, recognizing that a
diverse educational ecosystem best serves the complex needs of contemporary
societies.

Grader Notes - Band 7:
This essay demonstrates strong performance across all assessment criteria:

Task Response: The response thoroughly addresses both viewpoints with
well-developed arguments. The writer clearly presents their own nuanced position
that acknowledges the merits of both perspectives while suggesting a middle path.
The essay demonstrates good critical thinking by identifying the false dichotomy in
the original question.

Coherence and Cohesion: The organizational structure is logical and fluid, with clear
progression between and within paragraphs. Each paragraph has a clear central idea
that is fully developed. Cohesive devices are used effectively to connect ideas, with
good use of referencing and lexical cohesion. The introduction and conclusion are
well-constructed and properly frame the discussion.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary is precise and varied, with good use of
topic-specific terms like "intrinsic motivation," "transferable skills," "economic
competitiveness," and "false dichotomy." The writer demonstrates good awareness of
collocation and word formation, with phrases like "intellectual curiosities," "pressing
challenges," and "robust educational system." There is minimal repetition and few
errors in word choice.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay employs a mix of simple and complex
structures with good control. Complex sentences are well-formed, and the writer
uses a variety of grammatical features including relative clauses, conditionals, and
modal verbs. There are few grammatical errors, and they don't interfere with
communication.

The essay shows the hallmarks of Band 7 writing—thorough, well-organized, and
precise, with good command of language—but falls short of the lexical
sophistication, analytical depth, and grammatical flexibility required for Band 8.

Band 8 Model Answer

The debate over whether university education should be entirely elective or
constrained to disciplines with perceived practical utility encapsulates fundamental
guestions about the purpose of higher education in contemporary society. This essay
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will critically examine the merits of both educational philosophies before arguing
that a more nuanced approach recognizing multiple forms of value would better
serve both individual and societal interests.

Proponents of academic freedom contend that the unfettered pursuit of intellectual
interests optimizes both personal fulfillment and educational outcomes. This
perspective recognizes that genuine intellectual engagement—as opposed to
externally imposed directives—generates the cognitive and emotional investment
necessary for transformative learning. When students pursue subjects aligned with
their intrinsic motivations, they typically demonstrate enhanced creativity,
persistence, and academic achievement. Moreover, this approach acknowledges the
profound utility of supposedly "impractical" disciplines. The humanities and social
sciences cultivate essential capacities for critical inquiry, ethical reasoning, and
cross-cultural understanding that remain indispensable in an increasingly complex
global landscape. The reductive categorization of certain fields as purely practical
and others as purely abstract fundamentally mischaracterizes knowledge
acquisition, as even the most theoretical disciplines often yield unexpected practical
applications—mathematics once considered purely abstract now underpins modern
cryptography, while philosophical concepts shape artificial intelligence ethics.

Conversely, advocates for directed education emphasize the societal imperative to
develop human capital aligned with pressing technological and scientific challenges.
This position recognizes that higher education entails significant public investment
and should therefore produce graduates equipped to address collective concerns
ranging from climate change to public health emergencies. Nations that strategically
channel educational resources toward STEM fields often demonstrate accelerated
technological innovation and economic competitiveness. Furthermore, this
approach acknowledges legitimate concerns about graduate employability and
financial security in an era of rising educational costs. Science and technology fields
typically offer graduates more direct pathways to stable employment with
commensurate financial returns, potentially mitigating the burden of student debt
while fulfilling critical workforce needs.

The apparent tension between these perspectives dissolves upon recognizing that
educational value manifests in multiple forms beyond the reductive binary of
practical versus impractical. A more sophisticated approach would preserve
individual agency while implementing structural incentives and integrated curricula
that respond to both personal and collective priorities. Universities might establish
distribution requirements ensuring all students develop scientific literacy and
guantitative reasoning skills regardless of specialization, while simultaneously
requiring STEM students to engage with ethical frameworks and communication
skills essential for translating technical knowledge into societal benefit.
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Furthermore, rather than privileging static disciplinary categories, educational
institutions should emphasize transdisciplinary competencies that retain relevance
amid technological disruption. History demonstrates that narrowly vocational
education frequently becomes obsolete, while capabilities for analytical thinking,
creative problem-solving, and continuous learning remain persistently valuable
across changing professional landscapes. Indeed, many technological innovations
emerge precisely at the intersection of disparate disciplines—bioethics,
computational linguistics, or environmental economics—suggesting that intellectual
diversity rather than conformity catalyzes breakthrough advances.

In conclusion, while scientific and technological education merits robust support in
addressing contemporary challenges, imposing monolithic educational pathways
would undermine both individual development and societal innovation. The most
effective educational systems will respect student autonomy while providing
structural guidance, recognizing that diverse knowledge ecosystems—rather than
narrowly prescribed curricula—best navigate the complexities of our rapidly evolving
world.

Grader Notes - Band 8:
This essay exemplifies excellence across all assessment criteria:

Task Response: The response provides a sophisticated examination of the issue that
transcends the original binary framing. Rather than simply discussing both views
and stating a preference, the writer critically analyzes the underlying assumptions of
each position and identifies their limitations. The personal opinion offered represents
a synthesized perspective that demonstrates nuanced understanding of educational
policy considerations.

Coherence and Cohesion: The organization is seamless, with exemplary paragraph
structure and logical progression throughout. Each paragraph builds upon previous
content while introducing new dimensions of analysis. Cohesive devices are
deployed skillfully and naturally, creating flow without becoming mechanical. The
introduction and conclusion effectively frame the discussion, with the conclusion
extending beyond mere summary to offer broader implications.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary demonstrates exceptional precision, sophistication,
and flexibility. Terms like "unfettered pursuit," "intrinsic motivations," "reductive
categorization," "human capital," "distribution requirements," "transdisciplinary
competencies," and "intellectual diversity" show mastery of academic and
topic-specific lexis. The writer employs uncommon vocabulary accurately and
appropriately, with no noticeable errors in word choice or form.
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Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay employs a diverse range of complex
structures with consistent accuracy. Complex sentences integrate multiple ideas
coherently, and the writer demonstrates versatility in grammatical constructions,
including complex nominal groups, participle clauses, conditionals, and varied
sentence patterns. There are virtually no grammatical errors.

What distinguishes this as a Band 8 essay is its conceptual sophistication and the
writer's ability to critically engage with the underlying premises of the question
rather than simply addressing it at face value. The response demonstrates mastery
not just of language but of analytical thinking about complex educational policy
considerations.

Essay 17

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, Test 3

Question Type: Problem and Solution

Task: Today more people are traveling than ever before. Why is this the case? What
are the benefits of traveling for the traveler?

Band 6.5 Model Answer

In recent years, traveling has become increasingly popular with people from all walks
of life. This essay will examine the reasons behind this trend and discuss the
advantages that travelers gain from their journeys.

There are several reasons why more people are traveling today than in the past. First
and foremost, transportation has become much more affordable and accessible.
Budget airlines offer flights at significantly lower prices than before, making air travel
possible for many who could not afford it previously. The expansion of railway
networks and improvement of road systems have also made domestic travel easier.
Additionally, rising income levels in many countries have given people more
disposable income to spend on travel. The internet has also played a crucial role by
making it simple to research destinations, compare prices, and book
accommodations and transport online. Finally, social media has created a culture
where people share their travel experiences, which inspires others to visit the same
places.

Traveling offers numerous benefits to individuals. One of the main advantages is the
opportunity to learn about different cultures, traditions, and ways of life. This
exposure broadens people's perspectives and helps them develop a greater
understanding and tolerance of diversity. Travel also provides educational benefits
through experiences such as visiting historical sites, museums, and natural wonders,
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which can deepen knowledge in ways that books or videos cannot. Furthermore,
traveling allows people to try new foods, engage in different activities, and step
outside their comfort zones, leading to personal growth and increased confidence. It
also offers a break from routine and work-related stress, contributing to better
mental health and well-being. Many travelers also formm meaningful connections with
people they meet during their journeys, sometimes resulting in lifelong friendships.

In conclusion, the increase in global travel can be attributed to factors such as
improved affordability and accessibility of transportation, higher incomes, and the
influence of technology and social media. The benefits for travelers include cultural
learning, educational experiences, personal development, stress relief, and social
connections. These advantages explain why travel continues to grow in popularity
despite occasional global challenges.

Grader Notes — Band 6.5:

This essay demonstrates several strengths but has some limitations that prevent it
from reaching higher bands:

Task Response: The essay fully addresses both parts of the question, providing
multiple reasons for increased travel and explaining several benefits for travelers. The
content is relevant and developed with some detail, though the explanations could
be more in-depth in places.

Coherence and Cohesion: The organizational structure is clear, with a logical
introduction, separate paragraphs for reasons and benefits, and a conclusion. Basic
cohesive devices are used appropriately, though some transitions between ideas
could be smoother. The paragraphing is appropriate and helps organize the ideas
effectively.

Lexical Resource: The vocabulary is generally appropriate with some good phrases
like "disposable income," "broadens people's perspectives," and "step outside their
comfort zones." However, there is some repetition and a limited range of less
common vocabulary. The writer makes few errors in word choice or form.

Grammatical Range and Accuracy: The essay uses a mix of simple and complex
structures with generally good control. There are occasional minor errors, but they
don't impede communication. The range of structures is adequate but not extensive
enough for higher bands.

Overall, this is a competent essay that fulfills the requirements of the task but lacks
the depth, sophistication, and precision needed for Band 7 or above.

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 254



Band 7 Model Answer

In recent decades, the number of people who travel for leisure or business has
increased dramatically compared to any other time in history. This essay will explore
the reasons behind this trend and examine the advantages that travelers gain from
their journeys.

The surge in global travel can be attributed to several key factors. Firstly, significant
technological advances in transportation have made travel more accessible, with
faster, safer, and relatively more affordable options available to the average person.
Additionally, rising disposable incomes in many developing nations have created a
growing middle class that can now afford international travel. The internet has also
played a crucial role by making it easier to research destinations, compare prices, and
book accommodations without relying on travel agents.

The benefits of traveling for individuals are both numerous and profound. On a
personal level, exposure to different cultures fosters greater understanding and
tolerance of diverse perspectives and lifestyles. This cultural immersion often
challenges travelers to reconsider their own values and beliefs, leading to personal
growth and broader worldviews. Furthermore, travel provides excellent opportunities
to develop practical skills such as problem-solving, adaptability, and communication,
particularly when navigating unfamiliar environments or overcoming language
barriers.

Moreover, many travelers report that their experiences abroad significantly enhance
their mental wellbeing. Breaking from routine environments and daily stresses can
act as a powerful reset mechanism for the mind. The memories created while
traveling also become valuable psychological resources that people can draw upon
during difficult times, providing lasting positive effects beyond the journey itself.

In conclusion, the combination of technological advances, economic growth, and
increased accessibility of information has fueled the unprecedented rise in global
travel. While travelers benefit through cultural enrichment, personal development,
and enhanced mental wellbeing, it is important that sustainable practices are
adopted to ensure these opportunities remain available for future generations.

(278 words)

Grader Notes: This essay would score Band 7 because it demonstrates a clear
progression of ideas with good organization and cohesion. The introduction
appropriately outlines what the essay will address. The vocabulary is varied and
precise (e.g., "cultural immersion," "foster greater understanding," "psychological
resources"), showing good lexical resource. There are some complex sentence
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structures and a good range of grammar patterns. All parts of the question are fully
addressed with relevant ideas. While it shows good control of language, it lacks some
of the sophistication and nuance that would be expected at Band 8. There are a few
places where the analysis could be more fully developed or where more specific
examples could strengthen the response. Overall, this is a well-balanced essay that
answers the question clearly and effectively at a Band 7 level.

Band 8 Model Essay

The unprecedented surge in global travel witnessed in recent decades can be
attributed to a constellation of socioeconomic and technological factors. This essay
will analyze the primary drivers behind this phenomenon and evaluate the
multifaceted benefits that travelers derive from their experiences abroad.

The remarkable growth in travel participation stems from several interrelated
developments. Revolutionary advancements in transportation technology have
dramatically reduced both the cost and time involved in long-distance travel,
democratizing access to destinations that were once the exclusive domain of the
privileged few. Concurrently, economic prosperity has spread more broadly across
developing regions, creating substantial middle classes with disposable income and
aspirational lifestyles that frequently include international travel. The digital
revolution has further catalyzed this trend by empowering consumers with
unprecedented access to information, allowing them to independently research,
plan, and book travel experiences tailored to their specific interests and budgets.

For travelers, the benefits extend well beyond mere recreation or escapism.
Cross-cultural immersion represents perhaps the most profound advantage, as it
cultivates intellectual flexibility and challenges ethnocentric perspectives that may
otherwise remain unchallenged. When confronted with alternative social norms,
values, and traditions, travelers often undergo transformative shifts in consciousness,
developing more nuanced understandings of both their own cultural conditioning
and the rich diversity of human experience. This process fosters greater empathy and
intercultural competence—increasingly valuable attributes in our globally
interconnected society.

Furthermore, travel serves as an unparalleled educational platform, providing
experiential learning that often surpasses traditional academic instruction. Historical
sites, architectural wonders, and natural landscapes offer tangible connections to
abstract concepts studied in classrooms, while impromptu interactions with locals
canyield insights unattainable through secondary sources. These authentic
experiences frequently spark intellectual curiosity and lifelong passion for continued
exploration and learning.
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The psychological benefits merit equal consideration, as travel frequently functions
as a cognitive reset mechanism. By extracting individuals from familiar environments
and routine stressors, travel creates space for mental rejuvenation and
perspective-gaining. This psychological distance often enables travelers to reflect
more objectively on personal and professional challenges, leading to innovative
solutions and enhanced resilience upon their return.

In conclusion, the convergence of technological innovation, economic development,
and information accessibility has propelled travel to unprecedented popularity.
Through cultural enrichment, educational stimulation, and psychological
rejuvenation, travelers accrue substantial benefits that extend far beyond the
temporal boundaries of their journeys, often manifesting as permanent
enhancements to their intellectual and emotional landscapes.

(365 words)

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 8 through its sophisticated approach to the
guestion and impressive command of language. The essay demonstrates excellent
cohesion through skillful use of linking devices and paragraph organization. The
lexical resource is exceptional, with precise vocabulary choices (e.g., "constellation of
socioeconomic factors," "democratizing access," "ethnocentric perspectives") and
effective collocation (e.g., "transformative shifts in consciousness," "psychological
distance"). Grammatical range is impressive with a variety of complex structures used
accurately and appropriately. Ideas are fully developed with nuanced analysis rather
than simple descriptions. The essay goes beyond listing benefits to explore how they
interconnect and manifest in travelers' lives. Each paragraph builds logically on the
previous one, creating a coherent and compelling argument. While slightly
exceeding the recommended word count, the quality of content justifies the length.
This represents an excellent example of academic writing at Band 8 level.

Essay 18

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 1

Question Type: Discussion (Discuss Both Views)

Task: Some people believe that nowadays we have too many choices. To what extent
do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Band 6.5 Model Essay

It is often said that modern consumers face an overwhelming number of choices in
almost every aspect of life. While some people argue that this abundance of options
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has become excessive, | partially agree with this view as the implications of having
numerous choices are both positive and negative.

On the one hand, having many options can be beneficial in several ways. Firstly,
increased choice allows consumers to find products that precisely match their
requirements and preferences. For example, when buying a mobile phone, people
can select from various models with different features, prices, and designs to find
one that suits their specific needs. Secondly, competition among businesses to offer
more choices generally leads to higher quality products and services at more
competitive prices, which benefits consumers economically.

However, there are valid arguments supporting the view that we have too many
choices today. Research has shown that excessive options can cause decision
paralysis, where people become so overwhelmed that they postpone making
decisions or feel less satisfied with their final choice. This phenomenon is evident in
supermarkets where shelves are stocked with dozens of varieties of simple products
like cereal or pasta, making shopping more time-consuming and stressful.
Additionally, the constant pressure to make optimal choices in all aspects of
life—from careers to relationships to consumer goods—can contribute to anxiety and
feelings of inadequacy when people worry they have not made the best possible
selection.

In my opinion, while choice empowers consumers, the current abundance has
indeed reached a point where diminishing returns are evident. The mental burden of
navigating countless options often outweighs the marginal benefits of having the
perfect match for our preferences.

In conclusion, although having choices is fundamentally positive for society, | agree
to a considerable extent that the excessive number of options in modern life can be
problematic. The key challenge for both individuals and businesses is to find ways to
provide meaningful choices without causing unnecessary complexity and stress.

(297 words)

Grader Notes: This essay reaches Band 6.5 by presenting a clear position that
partially agrees with the statement and developing relevant arguments on both
sides. The organization is logical with each paragraph having a clear central topic.
There's good use of cohesive devices ("On the one hand," "However," "Additionally")
and the conclusion clearly restates the writer's position. Vocabulary is generally
well-controlled with some good phrases like "decision paralysis" and "diminishing
returns." While there's a range of complex sentences, there are occasional awkward
expressions that prevent this from reaching Band 7. The ideas are relevant but some
points could be developed more fully with more specific examples. Overall, this
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shows good control of the language but lacks some of the sophistication and
precision needed for a higher band score.

Band 7 Model Essay

In contemporary society, consumers are presented with an unprecedented array of
options across virtually all domains of life, from groceries to career paths. Some argue
that this abundance of choice has become excessive and potentially detrimental. |
largely agree with this perspective, although | acknowledge that increased choice
also offers certain advantages.

The benefits of expanded choice are undeniable in many contexts. Primarily, greater
diversity of options enables individuals to find products and services that closely
align with their specific needs and preferences. For instance, dietary requirements
such as gluten-free or vegan lifestyles can now be accommmodated through
specialized product lines that were previously unavailable. Furthermore, the
competition generated by numerous alternatives typically drives innovation and
guality improvements while keeping prices reasonable, ultimately benefiting
consumers. These advantages explain why choice has traditionally been associated
with freedom and prosperity.

Nevertheless, compelling evidence suggests that excessive choice can be
problematic. Psychologists have documented a phenomenon known as "choice
overload" or "analysis paralysis," wherein too many options actually impede
decision-making. When confronted with overwhelming alternatives, people often
delay decisions, make poorer choices, or experience decreased satisfaction with their
eventual selection. This cognitive burden is particularly evident in important life
decisions such as selecting retirement plans or healthcare options, where the stakes
are high and the options numerous and complex. Additionally, the constant pressure
to optimize every decision can foster persistent doubt about whether better
alternatives exist, contributing to anxiety and reduced contentment.

The digital realm has exacerbated this problem significantly. Online shopping
platforms offer seemingly infinite options, streaming services present thousands of
entertainment choices, and social media exposes us to countless lifestyle
possibilities. This continuous exposure to alternatives can diminish appreciation for
what we currently possess and create a perpetual sense of missing out on
something better.

In conclusion, while choice remains fundamentally valuable in providing freedom
and catering to individual preferences, | strongly believe that the current proliferation
of options has indeed become excessive in many areas of modern life. The
psychological costs of navigating this abundance often outweigh the marginal
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benefits of having perfectly tailored options. The challenge for both individuals and
society lies in finding the optimal balance between sufficient meaningful choice and
overwhelming variety.

(348 words)

Grader Notes: This essay reaches Band 7 through its clear position and
well-developed arguments. The introduction effectively sets up the discussion and
states the writer's position clearly. Paragraphs are coherently organized with each
focused on a specific aspect of the argument. The vocabulary demonstrates good
lexical resource with appropriate use of topic-specific terms like "choice overload"
and "analysis paralysis." There's a good range of complex sentence structures used
with control and flexibility, though with occasional minor errors. Ideas are extended
and supported with relevant examples and evidence, showing good critical thinking
about the issue. Cohesive devices are used appropriately throughout to connect
ideas between and within paragraphs. The conclusion effectively summarizes the
main arguments and restates the writer's position. Overall, this represents a
well-balanced discussion with good analysis that fully addresses the task.

Band 8 Model Essay

In the contemporary marketplace of goods, services, and life opportunities,
consumers are confronted with an unprecedented proliferation of options that some
critics argue has become excessive. After careful consideration of this perspective, |
substantially agree that the current abundance of choices often proves
counterproductive, despite certain undeniable advantages that expanded options
provide.

The merits of extensive choice deserve acknowledgment within specific contexts.
Fundamentally, diverse options enable individuals to satisfy highly personalized
preferences and requirements, facilitating greater personal expression and need
fulfillment than standardized alternatives would allow. Moreover, the competitive
landscape created by numerous market alternatives typically drives innovation,
quality enhancements, and price reductions that collectively benefit consumers. The
healthcare sector exempilifies this dynamic, where treatment options have expanded
dramatically, allowing for increasingly tailored therapeutic approaches that
accommodate individual physiological differences and preferences.

However, compelling psychological research increasingly demonstrates that
excessive choice can trigger significant cognitive and emotional burdens. The
seminal work of psychologist Barry Schwartz has documented how choice
abundance frequently leads to decision paralysis, elevated anxiety, and diminished
satisfaction with eventual selections—a phenomenon he terms "the paradox of
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choice." This counterintuitive outcome occurs because extensive options raise
expectations, complicate decision processes, and intensify post-decision regret as
people wonder whether alternative selections might have proven superior. These
psychological costs are particularly pronounced when choices involve complex
considerations or significant consequences, such as retirement investment options
or educational paths.

Furthermore, the digital revolution has exponentially amplified this problem by
removing traditional constraints that once naturally limited available options.
E-commerce platforms present virtually unlimited product alternatives, dating
applications offer seemingly infinite potential partners, and content streaming
services provide more entertainment than one could consume in multiple lifetimes.
This boundless choice environment often triggers what psychologists call
"maximizing behavior'—the exhausting pursuit of optimal rather than merely
satisfactory outcomes—which research consistently associates with lower happiness
levels and increased decision-making stress.

Perhaps most concerning is how choice proliferation has extended beyond
consumer goods into fundamental aspects of identity and lifestyle. Social media
constantly exposes individuals to alternative life trajectories, career paths, and value
systems, potentially undermining commitment to chosen directions and fostering
persistent doubt about personal decisions. This phenomenon may contribute to
documented increases in certain forms of anxiety and indecision among younger
generations who have matured in environments of unprecedented choice.

In conclusion, while choice diversity offers valuable benefits regarding
personalization and market efficiency, | strongly believe that current choice levels
have indeed become excessive in many domains, with psychological costs frequently
outweighing incremental benefits. The challenge for both individuals and
institutions lies in developing frameworks that provide meaningful but manageable
options—preserving autonomy while preventing the paralysis and dissatisfaction
that unlimited choice often engenders.

(421 words)

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 8 through its sophisticated approach to the
guestion and impressive command of language. The introduction clearly identifies
the writer's position while acknowledging the complexity of the issue. Organization is
excellent, with logical progression between paragraphs and effective use of topic
sentences. The vocabulary is sophisticated and precise, with academic terminology
used naturally and accurately (e.g., "proliferation," "exponentially amplified,"
"maximizing behavior"). There's an impressive range of complex grammatical
structures used accurately and appropriately. The arguments are developed with
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intellectual maturity, referencing relevant psychological concepts and research.
Rather than just stating opinions, the writer provides thoughtful analysis of why
excessive choice can be problematic across different domains. The conclusion
effectively synthesizes the arguments while maintaining a nuanced position. While
slightly exceeding the recommended word count, the quality and relevance of the
content justify this. Overall, this represents excellent academic writing that
thoroughly explores the complexities of the issue with precision and sophistication.

Essay 19

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 2

Question Type: Advantages and Disadvantages

Task: More and more people are relying on the private car as their main form of
transport. Describe some of the problems this can cause and suggest some possible
solutions.

Band 6.5 Model Essay

The increasing dependence on private vehicles has become a global trend in recent
decades. This development has resulted in several serious problems affecting both
urban environments and society as a whole. This essay will outline these issues and
propose some potential remedies.

The growing number of private cars on roads causes significant challenges. Firstly,
traffic congestion has become a daily reality in most cities, resulting in wasted time,
increased stress levels, and reduced productivity for commuters. For example, in
metropolises like Bangkok and Mexico City, people often spend several hours each
day stuck in traffic jams. Secondly, the environmental impact is concerning, with
vehicle emissions contributing substantially to air pollution and climate change.
Additionally, the expansion of roads and parking facilities to accommodate more cars
leads to reduced green spaces in urban areas, affecting the quality of life for
residents.

To address these problems, several solutions could be implemented. One approach is
to improve public transportation systems to make them more attractive alternatives
to private cars. This could include increasing the frequency and reliability of services,
expanding network coverage, and ensuring reasonable fares. For instance, cities like
Singapore have successfully reduced car usage by developing efficient and
comprehensive public transport networks. Another effective measure would be
implementing economic disincentives for car usage, such as congestion charges in
city centers, higher parking fees, and increased taxes on fuel or vehicle purchases.
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London's congestion charge zone demonstrates how such policies can effectively
reduce traffic in urban centers.

Furthermore, urban planning should prioritize creating pedestrian-friendly
environments and dedicated cycling infrastructure. Cities like Amsterdam and
Copenhagen have shown how well-designed cycling networks can significantly
reduce car dependency. Additionally, governments could encourage remote working
policies where feasible, potentially reducing the need for daily commmuting
altogether.

In conclusion, while the rising dependence on private cars presents serious
challenges including congestion and pollution, a combination of improved public
transport, economic measures, better urban design, and flexible working
arrangements could help mitigate these problems. Implementing these solutions
requires commitment from both policymakers and citizens to create more
sustainable transportation systems.

(309 words)

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 6.5 by covering the required elements of the
task with some good development of ideas. The problems of car dependency are
clearly outlined with supporting examples, and multiple solutions are proposed with
some explanation. Organization is generally logical with clear paragraphing and
appropriate use of cohesive devices. The vocabulary is appropriate with some good
collocations (e.g., "traffic congestion," "economic disincentives"). While there's a range
of sentence structures, there are a few awkward expressions or minor grammatical
issues. The examples of cities implementing solutions adds relevance and specificity
to the arguments. To reach Band 7, the essay would need more sophisticated
language use and more fully developed analysis of how the proposed solutions
address specific problems. Overall, this represents competent writing that addresses
the task effectively but lacks some of the precision and sophistication needed for
higher bands.

Band 7 Model Essay

The increasing reliance on private vehicles as the primary mode of transportation has
become a prevalent trend worldwide, generating a multitude of problems that affect
urban environments, public health, and social cohesion. This essay will examine
these challenges and propose several viable solutions.

One of the most visible consequences of excessive car dependency is severe traffic
congestion in urban areas. Major cities worldwide experience gridlock during peak
hours, resulting in significant economic costs through lost productivity and wasted
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fuel. For instance, studies indicate that the average commuter in Los Angeles spends
approximately 100 hours annually stuck in traffic jams. Furthermore, the
environmental impact of widespread car usage is substantial, with vehicle emissions
contributing significantly to air pollution and greenhouse gas production. Cities like
Beijing and New Delhi frequently experience hazardous air quality levels largely
attributable to vehicle exhaust, leading to increased respiratory illnesses among
residents.

The spatial requirements of car-centric infrastructure present another critical issue.
Extensive road networks and parking facilities consume valuable urban land that
could otherwise be utilized for housing, commmercial spaces, or public amenities. This
car-oriented development pattern often creates unwalkable neighborhoods and
diminishes public spaces, ultimately reducing social interaction and community
cohesion.

To address these challenges, comprehensive and integrated solutions are necessary.
Firstly, substantial investment in public transportation infrastructure is essential,
focusing on creating systems that are efficient, reliable, and comfortable enough to
serve as genuine alternatives to private vehicles. Cities like Vienna and Zurich
demonstrate how well-funded public transport networks can successfully reduce car
dependency through integrated ticketing systems, frequent services, and extensive
coverage.

Secondly, implementing effective economic measures can influence travel behavior.
Congestion pricing schemes, such as those in Singapore and Stockholm, have
proven successful in reducing inner-city traffic while generating revenue for
transportation improvements. Similarly, parking management strategies, including
higher fees in congested areas and reduced parking requirements for new
developments, can discourage unnecessary car trips.

Urban planning approaches must also evolve to prioritize compact, mixed-use
development where daily necessities are accessible within walking or cycling
distance. Copenhagen's transformation into a cycling-friendly city through dedicated
infrastructure and supportive policies illustrates how transportation alternatives can
be systematically promoted. Additionally, technological innovations like ride-sharing
platforms and telecommuting options can reduce the need for individual car
ownership and daily commuting.

In conclusion, while the problems associated with car dependency are substantial,
they can be addressed through coordinated efforts involving transportation
infrastructure improvements, economic incentives, thoughtful urban planning, and
embracing technological innovations. The most successful approaches will likely
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combine multiple strategies tailored to local conditions, ultimately creating more
sustainable, efficient, and livable urban environments.

(405 words)

Grader Notes: This essay achieves a Band 7 score by presenting well-developed ideas
with logical organization. The introduction clearly establishes the context and
outlines the essay's approach. The problems are identified with specific examples
and data to support claims (e.g., commuting time in Los Angeles, air quality in
specific cities). The proposed solutions are well-matched to the problems identified
and include examples of successful implementation in various cities. There's good
use of cohesive devices throughout, with appropriate paragraph transitions and
logical sequencing. The vocabulary demonstrates good range with accurate use of
topic-specific terms and good collocations. There's a variety of complex sentence
structures used mostly accurately. The conclusion effectively summarizes the main
points without simply repeating them. While the essay exceeds the typical word
count, the content remains relevant and focused on the task. To reach Band 8, the
essay would need more sophisticated language use throughout and more nuanced
analysis of the interrelationship between problems and solutions.

Band 8 Model Essay

The proliferation of private vehicle ownership has become a defining characteristic of
modern transportation systems worldwide, with profound implications for urban
environments, public health, and social equity. This essay will examine the
multifaceted problems arising from this car-centric approach to mobility and
propose a comprehensive framework of solutions to address these challenges.

The dominance of private automobiles has generated numerous interconnected
problems across various domains. From an environmental perspective, vehicle
emissions constitute a primary contributor to both localized air pollution and global
climate change. In megacities such as Delhi and Beijing, particulate matter from
exhaust fumes frequently reaches levels multiple times above World Health
Organization safety thresholds, directly contributing to respiratory ailments and
premature mortality. Concurrently, the spatial inefficiency of car transportation
creates endemic congestion in urban centers—a phenomenon that imposes
substantial economic costs through wasted time, increased fuel consumption, and
reduced productivity. The Texas Transportation Institute estimates that congestion
costs the average American commuter nearly $1,000 annually in lost time and
additional fuel expenses.

Furthermore, car-dependent development patterns have fundamentally reshaped
urban morphology, frequently resulting in sprawling, low-density environments that
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segregate residential areas fromm commercial and recreational spaces. This spatial
arrangement not only increases travel distances but also disproportionately
disadvantages non-drivers, including the elderly, youth, and economically
disadvantaged populations who cannot afford vehicle ownership. The resulting social
isolation can undermine community cohesion and exacerbate existing inequities in
access to employment, education, and essential services.

Addressing these multidimensional challenges requires a coordinated suite of
interventions across policy domains. A fundamental shift must occur in
transportation investment priorities, redirecting funds from road expansion toward
comprehensive public transit networks characterized by frequency, reliability,
comfort, and seamless integration between modes. Cities such as Zurich and Vienna
demonstrate how sustained investment in multimodal systems can create viable
alternatives to private vehicle ownership, with public transit accounting for over 40%
of all journeys in these urban areas.

Complementary to transit investment, land-use policies must evolve to embrace
transit-oriented development principles—creating compact, mixed-use
neighborhoods where essential destinations are accessible within walking or cycling
distance. Copenhagen's transformation illustrates how systematic prioritization of
active transportation infrastructure, including segregated cycle tracks and
pedestrianized zones, can fundamentally alter mobility patterns, with cycling now
accounting for approximately 30% of all journeys within the Danish capital.

Economic instruments represent another powerful intervention category,
implementing the "polluter pays" principle through mechanisms that internalize the
external costs of private vehicle use. Singapore's electronic road pricing system
exemplifies how dynamic congestion charges can effectively manage traffic flows
while generating revenue for sustainable transportation alternatives. Similarly,
parking management strategies—including market-rate pricing and elimination of
minimum parking requirements for new developments—can reduce car trips while
freeing valuable urban land for more productive uses.

Technological innovations and emerging mobility services offer additional pathways
toward reduced car dependence. Carsharing platforms, ridehailing services, and
micromobility options can provide flexibility for occasional car needs without
requiring ownership, while digital connectivity enables telecommuting options that
eliminate certain journeys entirely.

In conclusion, while car dependency presents formidable challenges across
environmental, economic, spatial, and social dimensions, a strategic combination of
policy interventions—encompassing infrastructure investment, land-use reform,
economic incentives, and technological innovation—can facilitate transition toward
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more sustainable mobility paradigms. The most successful approaches will integrate
these elements into coherent frameworks tailored to local contexts, ultimately
creating transportation systems that enhance both environmental quality and
human wellbeing.

(547 words)

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 8 through its sophisticated approach to the
guestion and impressive command of academic language. The introduction
effectively establishes the scope of the issue with precision and nuance. Throughout
the essay, the problems and solutions are explored with exceptional depth and
complexity. The vocabulary is sophisticated and precise, with excellent use of
topic-specific terminology and academic phrasing (e.g., "car-centric approach to
mobility," "endemic congestion," "urban morphology"). There's an impressive range of
complex grammatical structures used with a high degree of accuracy. The essay
demonstrates excellent critical thinking by analyzing not just the obvious problems
but also the systemic and social equity issues related to car dependency. Each
solution is carefully matched to specific problems with concrete examples from cities
that have successfully implemented such approaches. Cohesion is excellent, with
sophisticated linking words and logical progression between ideas. While the essay
exceeds the recommended word count, the quality and relevance of all content
justify this. This represents excellent academic writing that thoroughly explores the
complexities of the issue with intellectual maturity.

Essay 20

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11, Test 3

Question Type: Opinion

Task: Some people think that the main environmental problem of our time is the
loss of particular species of plants and animals. Others believe that there are more
important environmental problems. Discuss both these views and give your own
opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Essay

Environmental degradation has become a major concern in recent decades, with
experts debating which aspects deserve the most urgent attention. While some
argue that species extinction represents the most critical environmental challenge,
others contend that different issues should take priority. This essay will examine both
perspectives before presenting my own viewpoint.
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Those who emphasize species loss as the primary environmental crisis highlight
several compelling arguments. Biodiversity plays a crucial role in maintaining
ecosystem stability and resilience. When species disappear, complex ecological
networks may collapse, potentially triggering cascading effects throughout food
webs. Furthermore, many plants and animals contain valuable compounds that
could lead to medical breakthroughs or technological innovations. For instance,
numerous important medications have been derived from rainforest plants, and
losing species means losing potential remedies for diseases. Additionally, many
believe that all life forms have intrinsic value beyond their utility to humans and
deserve protection on ethical grounds.

However, others contend that different environmental issues warrant greater
concern. Climate change, for example, threatens to fundamentally alter global
ecosystems through rising temperatures, extreme weather events, and sea level rise,
potentially causing widespread disruption to human societies and natural systems
alike. Similarly, pollution of air, water, and soil impacts both human health and
ecosystem functioning across the planet. Deforestation and habitat destruction,
while closely linked to species loss, represent broader land-use challenges that affect
carbon sequestration, water cycles, and human livelihoods.

In my opinion, attempting to rank environmental problems in order of importance
represents a misguided approach. These issues are deeply interconnected, forming a
complex web of causes and effects. Climate change accelerates species extinction,
while biodiversity loss can reduce ecosystem resilience to climate impacts. Pollution
contributes to both problems while stemming from the same unsustainable
development patterns. Rather than viewing these as competing priorities, we should
recognize them as different manifestations of humanity's unsustainable relationship
with the natural world.

In conclusion, while species extinction constitutes a significant environmental
challenge, it cannot be meaningfully separated from other pressing issues such as
climate change and pollution. A holistic approach addressing the underlying causes
of environmental degradation would be more effective than debating which specific
symptom deserves the most attention.

(333 words)

Grader Notes: This essay reaches Band 6.5 by addressing both views on
environmental problems and clearly stating the writer's opinion. The organization is
logical with each paragraph focused on a specific aspect of the argument. The
introduction clearly outlines the issue, and the conclusion effectively summarizes the
writer's position. There's good use of cohesive devices to link ideas within and
between paragraphs. The vocabulary is generally well-chosen with some good
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topic-specific terms like "biodiversity," "ecosystem stability," and "carbon
sequestration." While there are some complex sentence structures, there are
occasional awkward expressions that prevent this from reaching Band 7. The essay
presents relevant ideas with some good examples, particularly in discussing the
value of biodiversity. However, some points could be developed more fully with more
specific examples. The writer's opinion that environmental issues are interconnected
is clearly stated but could be supported with more specific evidence. Overall, this
shows good control of the language but lacks some of the sophistication and
precision needed for a higher band score.

Band 7 Model Essay

Environmental concerns have gained increasing prominence in public discourse,
with experts debating which ecological challenges deserve the most urgent
attention. While some argue that the extinction of plant and animal species
represents our most pressing environmental crisis, others maintain that different
issues warrant greater priority. This essay will examine both perspectives before
presenting my own position on this matter.

Proponents who identify species extinction as the paramount environmental
problem present several compelling arguments. Biodiversity serves as the
foundation of ecosystem functioning, with each species playing a unique role in
maintaining ecological balance. The loss of key species can trigger cascade effects
throughout food webs, potentially leading to ecosystem collapse. Furthermore,
biodiversity represents an irreplaceable genetic repository with immense scientific
and medical value. Many pharmaceutical breakthroughs have originated from
compounds found in plants and animals, particularly in biodiverse regions like
tropical rainforests. The extinction of species permanently eliminates these potential
resources before we can even discover their benefits. Additionally, many argue that
diverse life forms possess intrinsic value beyond their utility to humans and deserve
protection on ethical grounds.

Conversely, those who prioritize other environmental issues highlight several
alternative concerns. Climate change threatens to fundamentally alter global
ecosystems through rising temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and
increasingly frequent extreme weather events. These changes affect not only natural
systems but also food security, human settlements, and economic stability
worldwide. Similarly, pollution—whether of air, water, or soil—directly impacts
human health while simultaneously degrading ecosystems. Resource depletion,
including freshwater scarcity and topsoil erosion, threatens the foundations of
human civilization by undermining agricultural systems and access to essential
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resources. Proponents of this view argue that addressing these systemic threats
would indirectly benefit biodiversity conservation as well.

After considering both perspectives, | believe that creating a hierarchy of
environmental problems represents a fundamentally flawed approach. The various
ecological challenges we face are deeply interconnected, forming a complex web of
causes and effects rather than existing as isolated issues. Climate change accelerates
biodiversity loss by altering habitats faster than species can adapt, while healthy,
diverse ecosystems better withstand climate impacts. Pollution contributes to both
problems while stemming from the same unsustainable industrial and agricultural
practices. Rather than debating which symptom deserves more attention, we should
recognize that these problems share common roots in humanity's exploitative
relationship with natural systems.

In conclusion, while species extinction certainly constitutes a significant
environmental challenge, it cannot be meaningfully separated from other pressing
issues such as climate change and pollution. A truly effective environmental strategy
must address these interconnected problems holistically by targeting their shared
underlying causes rather than treating them as competing priorities.

(423 words)

Grader Notes: This essay achieves Band 7 through its clear organization, good use of
vocabulary, and well-developed arguments. The introduction effectively establishes
the topic and outlines the structure of the essay. Each paragraph has a clear central
idea with good support and examples. The vocabulary demonstrates good range
with accurate use of topic-specific terms (e.g., "cascade effects," "genetic repository,"
"intrinsic value"). There's a variety of complex sentence structures used accurately.
The writer's opinion is clearly expressed and well-supported with logical reasoning
about the interconnected nature of environmental problems. Cohesive devices are
used effectively to guide the reader through the argument. There's good critical
thinking evident in how the essay analyzes both perspectives before synthesizing
them into the writer's own position. The conclusion effectively summarizes the main
arguments and reinforces the writer's opinion. While the essay exceeds the typical
word count, all content remains relevant to the task.

Band 8 Model Essay

The contemporary environmental crisis presents humanity with numerous
interconnected challenges, sparking considerable debate about which issues
warrant our most urgent attention. While some argue that biodiversity loss
represents our most pressing concern, others contend that broader environmental
degradation poses greater threats to human civilization. | believe that while species
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extinction is undeniably critical, climate change emerges as the paramount
environmental challenge of our era.

Proponents of prioritizing biodiversity conservation present compelling arguments
rooted in ecological science. The accelerating rate of species extinction—estimated
to be 1,000 to 10,000 times higher than natural background rates—threatens to
unravel the intricate web of life that sustains our planet's ecosystems. Each species
lost represents not merely an aesthetic tragedy but a potential disruption to
ecosystem services upon which human society depends. For instance, the decline of
pollinator species like bees directly jeopardizes global food security, as approximately
one-third of human food production relies on pollination. Furthermore, biodiversity
hotspots often harbor untapped pharmaceutical resources; the Madagascar
periwinkle, for example, provides crucial compounds for treating childhood
leukemia, yet countless other potentially life-saving species face extinction before
their medicinal properties can be discovered.

However, those emphasizing alternative environmental priorities present equally
persuasive reasoning. Climate change, in particular, represents an overarching threat
that exacerbates virtually all other environmental problems, including biodiversity
loss itself. Rising global temperatures, shifting precipitation patterns, and
increasingly frequent extreme weather events threaten to destabilize human
civilization through food insecurity, mass displacement, and economic disruption.
The melting of polar ice caps and subsequent sea-level rise poses existential threats
to island nations and coastal megacities housing hundreds of millions of people.
Moreover, climate change operates on a scale and timeline that makes species
conservation efforts potentially futile if left unaddressed—even the most pristine
nature reserves become uninhabitable as their climatic conditions shift beyond the
tolerance ranges of their resident species.

In my assessment, while biodiversity conservation deserves significant attention and
resources, climate change constitutes the more fundamental challenge requiring
immediate global action. Climate change functions as a threat multiplier,
accelerating habitat destruction, species extinction, pollution, and resource scarcity.
Successfully mitigating climate change would simultaneously address many drivers
of biodiversity loss, whereas focusing exclusively on species conservation without
addressing underlying climatic shifts may prove ultimately ineffective. Furthermore,
the irreversible tipping points associated with climate change—such as the collapse
of major ice sheets or the shutdown of ocean circulation patterns—demand urgent
intervention to prevent catastrophic consequences for both human society and
natural ecosystems.

In conclusion, while the preservation of Earth's remarkable biodiversity represents a
moral and practical imperative, the comprehensive threat posed by climate change
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necessitates its prioritization in our environmental response strategies. The most
effective approach likely involves integrated solutions that address climate change
while simultaneously protecting critical habitats and species, recognizing that these
challenges are fundamentally interconnected rather than competing priorities.

Grader Notes for Band 8 Essay

What makes this a Band 8 response? Let me break down the exceptional elements
that elevate this essay to the highest scoring band:

Sophisticated Language and Vocabulary (Band 8 level):

e Notice the precise, academic vocabulary: "contemporary environmental crisis,
"paramount environmental challenge," "threat multiplier," "existential threats"

e Complex phrases like "accelerating rate of species extinction" and "intricate
web of life" demonstrate advanced language control

e The writer uses sophisticated connectives: "Furthermore," "Moreover," "In my
assessment," showing mature discourse markers

Well-Developed Arguments with Specific Examples:

e The essay provides concrete, detailed examples: Madagascar periwinkle for
leukemia treatment, bee pollination affecting one-third of food production

e Statistical evidence: "1,000 to 10,000 times higher than natural background
rates"

e Real-world implications: "island nations and coastal megacities housing
hundreds of millions"

Clear Structure and Coherent Flow:

Each paragraph has a distinct purpose and flows logically to the next
The introduction clearly presents both views and the writer's position

e Body paragraphs explore each perspective thoroughly before presenting the
writer's reasoned conclusion

e The conclusion synthesizes the discussion rather than merely restating points

Critical Thinking and Analysis:

e The writer doesn't just present opposing views but analyzes their merits:
"equally persuasive reasoning"

e Shows understanding of interconnections: "climate change functions as a
threat multiplier"

e Demonstrates nuanced thinking: recognizing that solutions should be
"integrated" rather than viewing issues as "competing priorities"
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Task Response Excellence:

e Fully addresses all parts of the task: discusses both views thoroughly and
provides a clear personal opinion

e Coes beyond basic discussion to show deep understanding of the complexity
involved

e The opinion is well-supported and logically derived from the analysis
presented

This is exactly the type of sophisticated, well-reasoned essay that achieves Band 8
scores!

Essay 21 (Advantages and Disadvantages)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 1 Question Type: Advantages and Disadvantages
Task: Some people believe that it is best to accept a bad situation, such as an
unsatisfactory job or shortage of money. Others argue that it is better to try and
improve such situations. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Essay

Many people face difficult situations in their lives, like having a job they don't like or
not having enough money. Some people think it's better to accept these problems,
while others believe we should try to change them. | will discuss both ideas and give
my opinion.

People who think we should accept bad situations have some good reasons. First,
accepting problems can help people feel less stressed and worried. When someone
stops fighting against their situation, they might feel more peaceful and happy. For
example, if someone has a boring job but accepts it, they won't feel angry every day.
Also, some situations are very difficult to change, so accepting them might be more
realistic. If someone lives in a poor country with few job opportunities, it might be
impossible to find a better job quickly.

On the other hand, many people believe we should try to improve bad situations.
This approach can lead to better life conditions and more success. When people
work hard to change their problems, they often achieve good results. For instance,
someone who studies hard after work might get a promotion or find a better job.
Additionally, trying to improve situations can make people feel more confident and
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proud of themselves. People who overcome difficulties often become stronger and
more experienced.

In my opinion, | think it's better to try to improve bad situations rather than just
accept them. Although accepting problems can reduce stress, it doesn't solve the
real issues. When people work to change their circumstances, they have a chance to
create a better future for themselves and their families. However, | also believe that
people should be realistic about what they can change and accept some things that
are impossible to control.

In conclusion, both accepting problems and trying to change them have advantages.
However, | believe that attempting to improve difficult situations is usually the better
choice because it can lead to real positive changes in people's lives.

Grader Notes for Band 6.5 Essay
This essay demonstrates solid Band 6.5 characteristics:
Strengths:

e Clear structure with introduction, body paragraphs discussing both views,
personal opinion, and conclusion
Basic examples that support the points (boring job, studying for promotion)
e Simple but correct grammar throughout
Addresses all parts of the task adequately

Areas for improvement to reach Band 7:

Vocabulary is quite basic - could use more varied, precise words

Ideas could be developed more deeply with more specific examples

Some repetition of simple sentence structures

Could show more sophisticated thinking about the complexity of the topic

Language Level:

e Uses simple connectives: "First," "Also," "On the other hand," "However"
e Basic vocabulary: "good reasons," "better life conditions," "difficult situations"
e GCrammar is generally accurate but not complex

This represents a competent response that clearly communicates ideas but lacks the
depth and sophistication for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Essay
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The question of whether to accept difficult circumstances or actively work to improve
them represents one of life's fundamental philosophical dilemmas. While some
advocate for acceptance as a path to contentment, others champion the pursuit of
change as essential for personal growth. Both perspectives offer valuable insights
into human resilience and ambition.

Those who favor acceptance of challenging situations present compelling
psychological arguments. Acceptance can significantly reduce stress and anxiety by
eliminating the constant struggle against unchangeable circumstances. This
mindset, rooted in philosophical traditions like Stoicism, suggests that happiness
comes from focusing on what we can control rather than battling external forces. For
instance, an individual stuck in a low-paying job due to limited educational
opportunities might find greater peace by appreciating job security and work-life
balance rather than constantly resenting their financial limitations. Moreover,
acceptance can prevent the disappointment and frustration that often accompany
failed attempts at change, particularly when external factors like economic
conditions or family obligations create genuine barriers to improvement.

Conversely, advocates for actively pursuing change argue that human progress
depends on the refusal to settle for unsatisfactory conditions. This approach can lead
to tangible improvements in quality of life and personal fulfillment. History
demonstrates that individuals who challenged their circumstances often achieved
remarkable transformations—from immigrants who overcame language barriers to
build successful businesses to students who worked multiple jobs while studying to
escape poverty. Furthermore, the process of striving for improvement often develops
valuable skills, resilience, and self-confidence that benefit individuals regardless of
whether they achieve their original goals. The psychological benefits of maintaining
agency and hope can be profound, contributing to better mental health and life
satisfaction.

In my view, the most effective approach combines elements of both philosophies
depending on the specific situation. While acceptance can provide emotional
stability and reduce unnecessary suffering, completely passive acceptance may lead
to stagnation and regret. | believe individuals should actively pursue changes within
their sphere of influence while practicing acceptance for factors genuinely beyond
their control. For example, someone in an unsatisfying career might simultaneously
work toward qualification improvements while accepting current economic realities
that limit immediate opportunities.

In conclusion, both acceptance and active improvement efforts serve important
psychological and practical functions. The wisdom lies in recognizing which
approach best serves specific circumstances while maintaining the flexibility to
adapt strategies as situations evolve.
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Grader Notes for Band 7 Essay
This essay demonstrates clear Band 7 characteristics:
Strengths:

e More sophisticated vocabulary: "fundamental philosophical dilemmas,"
"compelling psychological arguments," "tangible improvements"

e Better developed ideas with more specific examples (Stoicism, immigrants
building businesses)

e More complex sentence structures and varied grammar
Shows deeper thinking about the complexity of the issue

e Good use of connectives and discourse markers

What elevates it above Band 6.5:

Ideas are more fully developed with better supporting details
Shows awareness of philosophical and historical context
More nuanced conclusion that doesn't oversimplify the issue
Vocabulary is more precise and academic

Still room for improvement to reach Band 8:

e Could have even more sophisticated examples or analysis
e Some phrases are still relatively simple
e Could show more complex critical thinking

This represents a well-developed response that shows good control of language and
clear thinking.

Band 8 Model Essay

The perennial human dilemma of whether to embrace acceptance or pursue
transformation when confronted with adverse circumstances reflects fundamental
differences in psychological resilience strategies and life philosophies. While
proponents of acceptance emphasize the psychological benefits of surrendering
control over external factors, advocates of active change highlight the transformative
potential of persistent effort. This debate touches on core questions about human
agency, the nature of fulfillment, and the most effective approaches to achieving
well-being.

The philosophy of acceptance, deeply rooted in contemplative traditions from
Buddhism to Stoicism, offers profound psychological advantages in managing life's
inevitable difficulties. Acceptance can serve as a powerful antidote to the chronic

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 276



stress and anxiety that accompany futile struggles against immutable
circumstances. Research in positive psychology supports this approach,
demonstrating that individuals who practice acceptance report higher levels of life
satisfaction and reduced symptoms of depression and anxiety. Consider, for instance,
healthcare workers during the recent pandemic who found greater resilience by
accepting the unprecedented challenges of their profession rather than becoming
consumed by frustration over systemic inadequacies beyond their immediate
control. Furthermore, acceptance can free mental and emotional resources from
unproductive rumination, allowing individuals to redirect their energy toward areas
where they genuinely possess influence and can create meaningful change.

Nevertheless, the alternative perspective—that persistent effort to improve
circumstances represents the optimal approach—carries equally compelling merit,
particularly when viewed through the lens of human potential and societal progress.
The cultivation of what psychologists term "growth mindset" often proves
instrumental in overcoming seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Historical
exemplars abound: Oprah Winfrey's transformation from poverty and trauma to
media mogul status, or Malala Yousafzai's conversion of educational persecution into
global advocacy. These cases illustrate how the refusal to accept adverse
circumstances can catalyze extraordinary personal development and societal
contribution. Moreover, the process of pursuing improvement—regardless of
ultimate outcomes—frequently develops crucial competencies including resilience,
creative problem-solving, and emotional regulation that enhance overall life quality
and future adaptability.

In My assessment, the most sophisticated approach involves what might be termed
"strategic acceptance"—a nuanced balance that distinguishes between
circumstances warranting acceptance and those demanding active intervention.
This framework requires individuals to conduct honest appraisals of their situations,
identifying elements within their sphere of influence while acknowledging
constraints imposed by external realities. For example, a professional facing age
discrimination might simultaneously accept the reality of workplace bias while
actively developing new skills, expanding networks, or exploring entrepreneurial
opportunities. This approach maximizes both psychological well-being and potential
for positive change.

In conclusion, rather than viewing acceptance and active improvement as mutually
exclusive philosophies, the most effective life strategy integrates both approaches
through discerning situational analysis. The wisdom lies not in rigid adherence to
either philosophy but in developing the metacognitive skills to recognize when each
approach serves our highest interests and long-term flourishing.
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Grader Notes for Band 8 Essay
This essay exemplifies Band 8 excellence through several key features:
Sophisticated Language and Vocabulary:

e Advanced vocabulary: "perennial human dilemma," "immutable
circumstances," "metacognitive skills"

e Complex phrases: "cultivation of what psychologists term 'growth mindset

e Academic tone with precise word choices throughout

Well-Developed Arguments with Specific, High-Quality Examples:

e References to psychological research and philosophical traditions

e Specific, powerful examples: Oprah Winfrey, Malala Yousafzai, healthcare
workers during pandemic

e Shows broad knowledge and cultural awareness

Sophisticated Critical Thinking:

e Introduces the concept of "strategic acceptance" as a nuanced solution

e Demonstrates understanding of complexity rather than oversimplifying

e Shows awareness of different perspectives: psychological, philosophical,
historical

Excellent Structure and Coherence:

e Each paragraph flows logically with clear purpose
e Advanced connectives: "Nevertheless," "Moreover," "In my assessment"
e Introduction and conclusion are sophisticated and thoughtful

Task Response Excellence:

e Fully addresses all parts of the question with depth
e Personal opinion is well-reasoned and demonstrates critical thinking
e Coes beyond basic discussion to offer insightful analysis

This is exactly the type of sophisticated, well-reasoned response that achieves Band 8
scores!

Essay 22 (Problem and Solution)
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Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 2 Question Type: Problem and Solution Task: In
many cities, there is little control over the design and construction of new houses
and office buildings. People can build in whatever style they like. Do you think the
advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages?

Band 6.5 Model Essay

In many cities around the world, people have freedom to build houses and offices in
any style they want without strict rules. This situation has both good and bad points,
and | will discuss whether the benefits are more important than the problems.

There are several advantages when people can choose their building style freely.
First, this freedom allows people to express their creativity and personal taste. When
someone builds their own house, they can make it look exactly how they want, which
makes them feel happy and satisfied. For example, some people like modern styles
with glass and metal, while others prefer traditional styles with wood and stone.
Second, this freedom can make cities more interesting and diverse. When all
buildings look different, the city becomes more attractive for tourists and residents.
Also, people can build houses that fit their culture and traditions, which helps
preserve their heritage.

However, there are some serious disadvantages to having no control over building
design. The biggest problem is that cities can become very ugly and chaotic when
there are no rules. If people build whatever they want, some buildings might not fit
well with the surrounding area. For instance, a very tall modern building next to small
traditional houses can look strange and destroy the beauty of a neighborhood.
Another issue is that without regulations, some people might build unsafe or
low-quality buildings to save money. This can be dangerous for the people who live
or work in these buildings.

In my opinion, | think the disadvantages are more serious than the advantages.
While creativity and personal choice are important, cities need some basic rules to
make sure they remain beautiful and safe. Without any control, cities can become
very messy and unpleasant places to live.

To conclude, although freedom in building design has some benefits like creativity
and diversity, the problems of ugly cities and unsafe buildings are more important.
Cities should have some basic guidelines to balance personal freedom with
community needs.

Grader Notes for Band 6.5 Essay

This essay shows typical Band 6.5 characteristics:
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Strengths:

Clear position and addresses the task adequately
Basic examples provided (modern vs traditional styles, tall building next to
small houses)
Simple but correct grammar throughout
e Clear structure with both sides discussed

Areas that keep it at 6.5:

Vocabulary is quite basic: "good and bad points," "very ugly," "very messy"
Ideas could be developed more thoroughly

Examples are somewhat generic

Limited range of sentence structures

Language Level:

e Simple connectives: "First," "Second," "However," "Also"
e Basic vocabulary without much sophistication
e GCrammar is accurate but not complex

This represents a competent response that addresses the task but lacks the depth
and language sophistication for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Essay

The question of architectural regulation in urban development presents a fascinating
tension between individual expression and collective urban planning objectives.
While unrestricted building design offers certain advantages in terms of creativity
and cultural diversity, | believe that the disadvantages of uncontrolled construction
significantly outweigh these benefits.

Proponents of architectural freedom argue that unrestricted design policies foster
creativity and cultural expression within urban environments. When individuals and
developers can choose their preferred architectural styles without regulatory
constraints, cities develop unique character and visual diversity that distinguishes
them from standardized urban landscapes. This freedom enables people to
construct buildings that reflect their cultural heritage, personal aesthetics, and
functional requirements. For instance, immigrant communities might build
structures that echo architectural traditions from their countries of origin, creating
vibrant multicultural neighborhoods that celebrate diversity. Additionally,
architectural freedom can stimulate innovation in design and construction
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techniques, as architects and builders experiment with new materials, forms, and
sustainable technologies without being constrained by rigid building codes.

However, the disadvantages of unregulated construction present more compelling
concerns for urban livability and coherence. The most significant issue is the
potential for architectural chaos that undermines neighborhood character and
property values. When buildings of drastically different scales, styles, and materials
are constructed adjacent to one another without consideration for visual harmony,
the result can be aesthetically jarring streetscapes that diminish the quality of life for
residents. Tokyo's rapid post-war development serves as a cautionary example, where
unrestricted building led to dense, visually incoherent urban areas that many
residents find overwhelming and stressful. Furthermore, without proper regulatory
oversight, some developers may prioritize cost-cutting over quality construction,
potentially compromising building safety, energy efficiency, and long-term durability.

The absence of design controls also threatens the preservation of historically
significant neighborhoods and architectural heritage. Cities like Paris and Prague
maintain their distinctive charm largely due to comprehensive building regulations
that ensure new construction complements existing architectural themes. Without
such guidelines, valuable historic districts risk being fragmented by inappropriate
developments that destroy their cultural and economic value.

In conclusion, while architectural freedom offers legitimate benefits in terms of
creative expression and cultural diversity, the risks of urban chaos, compromised
safety standards, and heritage destruction represent more substantial concerns.
Cities should implement thoughtful design guidelines that balance individual
expression with collective urban planning objectives.

Grader Notes for Band 7 Essay
This essay demonstrates clear Band 7 characteristics:

Strengths:

e More sophisticated vocabulary: "architectural regulation," "collective urban
planning objectives," "visual harmony"

e Better developed arguments with specific examples (Tokyo's post-war
development, Paris and Prague)
More complex sentence structures

e Shows deeper understanding of urban planning concepts

e Clear logical progression of ideas

What elevates it above Band 6.5:
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Ideas are more fully developed with better supporting details
Shows broader knowledge with specific city examples

More sophisticated analysis of the issues

Better use of academic vocabulary

Still has room for improvement to reach Band 8:

e Could have even more sophisticated analysis
e Some expressions could be more precise
e Could show more complex critical thinking about solutions

This represents a well-developed response with good language control and clear
reasoning.

Band 8 Model Essay

The contemporary urban landscape reflects an ongoing dialectic between
architectural autonomy and regulated development, with cities worldwide grappling
with the optimal balance between creative freedom and coordinated urban
planning. While unrestricted building design ostensibly promotes individual
expression and aesthetic diversity, | contend that the disadvantages of uncontrolled
construction fundamentally undermine urban sustainability, livability, and long-term
economic viability.

The arguments supporting architectural freedom merit serious consideration,
particularly regarding cultural expression and design innovation. Unrestricted
building policies can transform cities into dynamic showcases of human creativity,
where diverse architectural languages coexist and evolve organically. This approach
enables communities to maintain authentic cultural identities through built
environments that reflect their values, traditions, and aspirations. Consider the
vibrant neighborhoods of cities like Istanbul or Mumbai, where architectural
eclecticism creates unique urban experiences that would be impossible under rigid
design controls. Furthermore, architectural freedom can catalyze innovation in
sustainable design and construction technologies, as developers and architects
experiment with cutting-edge materials, energy systems, and spatial configurations
without regulatory constraints limiting their creativity.

However, the consequences of unregulated construction present far more
substantial threats to urban welfare and long-term sustainability. The most critical
concern involves the creation of visually chaotic and functionally dysfunctional urban
environments that compromise residents' psychological well-being and community
cohesion. Research in environmental psychology demonstrates that incoherent
streetscapes contribute to increased stress, reduced property values, and diminished
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civic pride among urban residents. The uncontrolled development patterns
witnessed in cities like Dhaka or Lagos illustrate how unrestricted construction can
produce overwhelming urban environments characterized by extreme density
variations, inadequate infrastructure integration, and severely compromised livability
standards.

Moreover, the absence of design coordination undermines cities' capacity to address
contemporary challenges including climate change adaptation, sustainable
transportation systems, and equitable access to public amenities. Effective urban
planning requires integrated approaches that consider building design within
broader infrastructural and environmental contexts. When individual structures are
conceived in isolation without reference to transportation networks, green space
distribution, or community facility placement, cities struggle to achieve the coherent
development patterns necessary for long-term sustainability and resilience.

The economic implications also favor regulated development approaches. Cities with
coherent architectural identities—from Copenhagen's contemporary Nordic design
to Kyoto's preserved traditional architecture—demonstrate superior performance in
attracting investment, tourism, and high-skilled residents. These cities leverage their
distinctive built environments as competitive advantages in the global economy,
generating substantial economic returns that benefit all residents.

In conclusion, while architectural freedom offers legitimate benefits regarding
creativity and cultural expression, the overwhelming evidence suggests that
thoughtful design regulation produces superior outcomes for urban livability,
sustainability, and economic prosperity. Cities should implement sophisticated
planning frameworks that encourage innovation and cultural expression within
coherent urban design principles.

Grader Notes for Band 8 Essay
This essay exemplifies Band 8 excellence:

Sophisticated Language and Vocabulary:

e Advanced academic vocabulary: "contemporary urban landscape," "ongoing
dialectic," "architectural autonomy"
e Complex phrases: "ostensibly promotes," "catalyze innovation," "integrated

approaches"
e Precise, sophisticated expression throughout

Well-Developed Arguments with High-Quality Examples:
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e Specific city examples: Istanbul, Mumbai, Dhaka, Lagos, Copenhagen, Kyoto
e References to research: "environmental psychology demonstrates"
e Shows broad knowledge of urban planning and development

Sophisticated Critical Thinking:

e Analyzes multiple dimensions: psychological, economic, environmental,
cultural

e Shows understanding of complex relationships between architecture and
urban systems

e Demonstrates awareness of global urban development patterns

Excellent Structure and Coherence:

e Each paragraph has clear purpose and flows logically
e Advanced connectives and transitions
e Sophisticated introduction and conclusion

Task Response Excellence:

e Fully addresses the question with depth and nuance
e Clear position supported by comprehensive analysis
e Goes beyond basic discussion to provide insightful urban planning analysis

This represents the sophisticated analysis and language control expected at Band 8
level!

Essay 23 (Discuss Both Views)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 12, Test 3 Question Type: Discuss Both Views Task: Some
people think that children should start school at a very early age, while others believe
that they should not go to school until they are older. Discuss both views and give
your opinion.

Band 6.5 Model Essay

Many parents and educators have different opinions about when children should
start going to school. Some people think children should begin school when they are
very young, but others believe it's better to wait until they are older. Both ideas have
good reasons, and | will discuss them before giving my opinion.
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People who support early schooling have several important points. First, young
children learn languages and basic skills more easily than older children. When
children start school at age 3 or 4, they can develop reading, writing, and math skills
earlier, which helps them succeed later in school. Second, early education can help
children from poor families who might not get good learning opportunities at home.
School gives these children books, teachers, and activities that their parents cannot
provide. Additionally, starting school early helps children learn social skills like
sharing, cooperating, and making friends, which are very important for their future.

On the other hand, many people think children should wait until they are older to
start school. The main reason is that young children need time to play and develop
naturally. When children spend too much time in classrooms, they might miss
important play activities that help their creativity and imagination grow. Also, some
children are not emotionally ready for school when they are very young. They might
feel scared or stressed being away from their parents for long hours. Furthermore,
children develop at different speeds, so some might need more time at home before
they are ready for the structure and rules of school.

In My opinion, | think children should start school around age 5 or 6, not earlier.
While early education has benefits, | believe young children need time for free play
and family bonding. Play is very important for children's development, and they can
learn many things through playing with their families and friends. However, | also
think that children from disadvantaged backgrounds might benefit from starting
school a little earlier to get extra support.

In conclusion, both early and later school starting ages have advantages. | believe
that most children benefit from starting school around age 5 or 6, but the decision
should also consider each child's individual needs and family situation.

Grader Notes for Band 6.5 Essay

This essay demonstrates solid Band 6.5 characteristics:

Strengths:
e Clear structure addressing both views and providing personal opinion
e Basic but relevant examples and reasons
e Simple but correct grammar throughout
e Addresses all parts of the task adequately

Areas that keep it at 6.5:

e Vocabulary is quite basic: "good reasons," "very important," "different speeds"
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e |deas could be developed more deeply
e Limited range of sentence structures
e Examples are somewhat general rather than specific

Language Level:

e Simple connectives: "First," "Second," "On the other hand," "Furthermore"
e Basic vocabulary without sophistication
e GCrammar is generally accurate but not complex

This represents a competent response that clearly addresses the task but lacks the
depth and language sophistication for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Essay

The optimal age for children to commence formal education remains a contentious
issue among parents, educators, and policymakers worldwide. While some advocate
for early school enrollment to maximize learning potential, others emphasize the
importance of allowing children extended periods for natural development and
play-based learning. Both perspectives offer compelling arguments that deserve
careful consideration.

Proponents of early school entry present several persuasive arguments rooted in
child development research and educational outcomes. Young children possess
remarkable neuroplasticity, enabling them to acquire languages, literacy, and
numeracy skills with greater ease than their older counterparts. Countries like
Finland and Singapore, which have implemented high-quality early childhood
education programs, demonstrate superior academic performance in international
assessments, suggesting that structured learning environments can significantly
enhance cognitive development. Furthermore, early schooling provides crucial
support for children from disadvantaged socioeconomic backgrounds who may lack
access to educational resources and stimulating activities at home. These programs
can help bridge the achievement gap that often emerges between children from
different social classes, promoting greater educational equity. Additionally, formal
school settings offer structured opportunities for social skill development, teaching
children essential competencies such as cooperation, conflict resolution, and cultural
awareness that prove invaluable throughout their lives.

However, advocates for delayed school entry raise equally valid concerns about the
potential negative consequences of premature academic pressure. Child
development experts emphasize that extensive unstructured play remains
fundamental to healthy cognitive, emotional, and social development during early
childhood. When children spend excessive time in formal learning environments,
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they may miss critical opportunities for creativity, imagination, and self-directed
exploration that contribute to well-rounded development. Research from countries
like Germany and Denmark, where children typically begin formal education around
age six or seven, indicates that delayed school entry does not compromise long-term
academic achievement while potentially supporting better emotional regulation and
intrinsic motivation for learning. Moreover, children develop at vastly different rates,
and imposing uniform educational expectations may create unnecessary stress and
feelings of inadequacy among those who are not developmentally ready for formal
academic instruction.

In My view, the most effective approach recognizes that educational timing should
be individualized rather than standardized. While high-quality early childhood
programs can provide valuable benefits, particularly for disadvantaged children, the
emphasis should be on play-based learning and social-emotional development
rather than formal academic instruction. | believe that most children benefit from
beginning formal academic education around age five or six, when they have
developed sufficient emotional maturity and attention spans to engage productively
with structured learning activities.

In conclusion, both early and delayed school entry offer distinct advantages
depending on individual circumstances and implementation quality. The key lies in
ensuring that early childhood experiences—whether in formal school settings or
home environments—prioritize holistic development and respect children's natural
learning processes.

Grader Notes for Band 7 Essay
This essay demonstrates clear Band 7 characteristics:
Strengths:

e More sophisticated vocabulary: "contentious issue," "neuroplasticity,"
"socioeconomic backgrounds"

e Well-developed arguments with specific country examples (Finland,
Singapore, Germany, Denmark)

e More complex sentence structures and grammar
Shows deeper understanding of child development concepts
Better use of academic language and discourse markers

What elevates it above Band 6.5:

e Ideas are more fully developed with research references
e Shows broader knowledge with international examples

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 287



e More nuanced analysis of the complexity
e Better integration of different perspectives

Still room for improvement to reach Band 8:

e Could have even more sophisticated analysis or examples
e Some expressions could be more precise
e Could show more complex critical thinking about educational policy

This represents a well-developed response with good language control and clear
reasoning about educational policy.

Band 8 Model Essay

The question of optimal school commencement age represents one of the most
fundamental debates in contemporary educational philosophy, touching on critical
issues of child development, social equity, and long-term learning outcomes. While
advocates of early formal education emphasize cognitive advantages and societal
benefits, proponents of delayed academic instruction prioritize holistic development
and respect for individual maturation patterns. This debate reflects deeper
philosophical tensions about the nature of childhood, learning, and educational
objectives in modern society.

The case for early school enrollment draws support from compelling neuroscientifc
research and cross-cultural educational data. During the critical period from birth to
age six, children's brains exhibit extraordinary plasticity, forming neural connections
at rates never again achieved in human development. High-quality early childhood
education programs can capitalize on this neurological capacity, providing
structured experiences that enhance language acquisition, executive function
development, and foundational academic skills. The renowned Perry Preschool
Project, which followed participants for over four decades, demonstrated that
children who received high-quality early education achieved superior educational
and career outcomes, lower crime rates, and higher lifetime earnings compared to
control groups. Furthermore, early intervention programs prove particularly crucial
for addressing educational inequalities, as children from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds often enter kindergarten significantly behind their
more privileged peers in school readiness skills. Countries implementing
comprehensive early childhood education systems, such as France with its école
maternelle program, demonstrate reduced achievement gaps and improved social
mobility outcomes.

Conversely, the movement toward delayed formal education presents equally
compelling evidence rooted in developmental psychology and alternative
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educational philosophies. The Waldorf educational approach, practiced in over 60
countries, deliberately delays formal academic instruction until age seven,
emphasizing instead creative play, artistic expression, and practical skills during early
childhood. Longitudinal studies of Waldorf graduates suggest that this approach
produces individuals with superior creative thinking abilities, emotional intelligence,
and intrinsic motivation for learning. Nordic countries like Finland, which historically
began formal education at age seven, achieved exceptional international academic
performance while maintaining high levels of student well-being and life satisfaction.
Research in developmental psychology increasingly recognizes that excessive
academic pressure during early childhood can undermine intrinsic motivation,
increase anxiety, and paradoxically impede long-term learning outcomes. The
phenomenon of "academic redshirting"—deliberately delaying kindergarten
entry—has gained popularity among educated parents who recognize that
emotional and social maturity often prove more predictive of school success than
early academic skills.

The mounting evidence from diverse cultural contexts suggests that the quality and
philosophy of early childhood experiences matter far more than the specific age of
formal school entry. High-quality programs that emphasize play-based learning,
social-emotional development, and individualized approaches can provide benefits
regardless of whether they occur in formal school settings or enriched home
environments. The Danish concept of "forest kindergartens," where children spend
most of their time outdoors engaged in unstructured exploration, demonstrates that
learning environments can be both educational and developmentally appropriate.

In My assessment, the optimal approach involves implementing flexible, high-quality
early childhood programs that prioritize social-emotional development and
play-based learning while remaining responsive to individual children's
developmental readiness. Rather than imposing rigid age requirements, educational
systems should offer diverse pathways that accommodate varying maturation
patterns while ensuring that all children—regardless of socioeconomic
background—have access to enriching early experiences.

In conclusion, both early and delayed school entry approaches offer valuable insights
into optimal child development practices. The most effective educational policies will
likely synthesize these perspectives, creating systems that are simultaneously
rigorous and developmentally appropriate, equitable and individualized, structured
and playful—reflecting the complex, multifaceted nature of human learning and
development.

Grader Notes for Band 8 Essay
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This essay exemplifies Band 8 excellence through several outstanding features:
Sophisticated Language and Vocabulary:

e Advanced academic vocabulary: "contemporary educational philosophy,"
"neuroscientifc research," "extraordinary plasticity"

e Complex phrases: "fundamental debates," "holistic development,"
"ohilosophical tensions"

e Precise, sophisticated expression throughout with varied sentence structures

Well-Developed Arguments with High-Quality Examples:

e Specific research references: Perry Preschool Project with 40-year follow-up
data

e International examples: France's école maternelle, Finnish education system,
Waldorf schools

e Innovative concepts: "academic redshirting," Danish "forest kindergartens"

e Shows comprehensive knowledge of educational research and policy

Sophisticated Critical Thinking:

e Analyzes multiple dimensions: neurological, psychological, sociological,
philosophical

e Shows understanding of complex relationships between early education and
long-term outcomes

e Demonstrates awareness of cultural differences in educational approaches
Synthesizes different perspectives rather than simply presenting them

Excellent Structure and Coherence:

Each paragraph flows logically with sophisticated transitions

Advanced connectives: "Conversely," "Furthermore," "In my assessment"
Complex introduction that establishes the philosophical depth of the issue
Nuanced conclusion that avoids oversimplification

Task Response Excellence:

e Fully addresses all parts of the question with exceptional depth
Shows sophisticated understanding of educational policy and child
development
Personal opinion is well-reasoned and demonstrates complex thinking
Goes far beyond basic discussion to provide insightful analysis
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This represents the sophisticated analysis, extensive knowledge, and advanced
language control expected at Band 8 level!

Essay 24 (Opinion)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 1 Question Type: Opinion Task: Living in a country
where you have to speak a foreign language can cause serious social problems, as
well as practical problems. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this
statement?

Band 6.5 Model Essay

Many people move to different countries where they need to speak a language that
is not their mother tongue. Some people think this can cause serious problems in
society and daily life. | partly agree with this statement because language barriers
can create difficulties, but | also think people can overcome these challenges.

There are several social problems that can happen when people live in a country with
a foreign language. First, communication difficulties can make people feel isolated
and lonely. When someone cannot express their thoughts clearly or understand
others well, they might avoid social situations and feel left out from the community.
For example, immigrants might have trouble making friends with local people
because of language differences. Second, misunderstandings can occur more easily
when people don't speak the same language fluently. This can lead to conflicts or
uncomfortable situations in workplaces, schools, or neighborhoods.

Language barriers also cause practical problems in daily life. People might have
difficulty accessing important services like healthcare, banking, or government
offices if they cannot commmunicate effectively with staff. For instance, a person who
doesn't speak English well might struggle to explain their medical symptomsto a
doctor, which could be dangerous for their health. Additionally, finding employment
can be very challenging when language skills are limited, as many jobs require good
communication abilities.

However, | believe these problems are not always serious and can be solved with
time and effort. Many countries provide language classes and support services for
immigrants to help them learn the local language. Also, technology like translation
apps can help people communicate better. Furthermore, many communities have
people who speak multiple languages and can help translate or explain things to
newcomers.
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In conclusion, while living in a country with a foreign language can create some
social and practical challenges, | think these problems can be overcome with proper
support and determination. The key is for both immigrants and the local community
to work together to reduce language barriers.

Grader Notes for Band 6.5 Essay

This essay demonstrates solid Band 6.5 characteristics:
Strengths:

Clear position that partially agrees with the statement

Addresses both social and practical problems as required

Basic examples provided (medical situations, finding employment)
Simple but correct grammar throughout

Clear structure with logical progression

Areas that keep it at 6.5:

Vocabulary is quite basic: "serious problems," "daily life," "very challenging"
Ideas could be developed more thoroughly with more specific examples
Limited range of sentence structures

Analysis is somewhat superficial

Language Level:

e Simple connectives: "First," "Second," "However," "Additionally"
e Basic vocabulary without much sophistication
e GCrammar is accurate but not complex

This represents a competent response that addresses the task adequately but lacks
the depth and sophistication for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Essay

The challenges faced by individuals living in countries where they must
communicate in non-native languages represent a significant contemporary issue
affecting millions of immigrants and expatriates worldwide. While language barriers
undoubtedly create substantial difficulties in both social integration and practical
daily activities, | believe that characterizing these challenges as universally "serious
problems" oversimplifies a complex situation that varies greatly depending on
individual circumstances and community support systems.
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Language barriers can indeed generate meaningful social integration challenges
that affect individuals' psychological well-being and community participation.
Communication difficulties often lead to social isolation, as non-native speakers may
feel embarrassed about their language abilities and consequently avoid social
interactions that could help them build relationships and integrate into their new
communities. This isolation can be particularly pronounced in professional settings,
where subtle cultural nuances and informal communication styles may exclude
non-native speakers from important networking opportunities and workplace
relationships. Furthermore, misunderstandings arising from language barriers can
sometimes create tension between different cultural groups within communities,
potentially reinforcing stereotypes and hindering multicultural harmony.

The practical implications of language barriers present equally significant challenges
across various essential life domains. Healthcare access represents a critical concern,
as miscommunication between patients and medical professionals can lead to
misdiagnoses, inappropriate treatments, or delayed care. Educational opportunities
may be limited for both adults seeking career advancement and children whose
parents cannot effectively communicate with teachers or understand academic
requirements. Additionally, navigating bureaucratic processes, legal systems, and
financial services becomes substantially more complex when language barriers
prevent clear understanding of rights, responsibilities, and available options.

However, the severity of these challenges varies considerably based on several
mitigating factors that can substantially reduce their impact. Many developed
countries now provide comprehensive language support services, including free
classes, translation services, and multicultural community programs that facilitate
integration. Technology has also emerged as a powerful tool for overcoming
communication barriers, with real-time translation applications and multilingual
service platforms making daily interactions increasingly accessible. Moreover, many
communities benefit from vibrant multicultural environments where linguistic
diversity is celebrated rather than stigmatized, and where established immigrant
communities provide crucial support networks for newcomers.

In my view, while language barriers certainly create legitimate challenges that
require attention and support, they should not be viewed as insurmountable
problems that inevitably lead to serious social dysfunction. The key lies in recognizing
these challenges as temporary obstacles that can be addressed through appropriate
support systems, individual effort, and community acceptance.

In conclusion, although living in a country requiring foreign language
communication presents genuine social and practical difficulties, the
characterization of these as invariably "serious problems" overlooks the significant
resources and strategies available to address them effectively.
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Grader Notes for Band 7 Essay
This essay demonstrates clear Band 7 characteristics:
Strengths:

e More sophisticated vocabulary: "contemporary issue," "psychological
well-being," "multicultural harmony"

e Well-developed arguments with specific examples (healthcare
miscommunication, educational barriers)

e More complex sentence structures and varied grammar
Shows nuanced understanding that problems vary by circumstances

e Better use of academic language and discourse markers

What elevates it above Band 6.5:

Ideas are more fully developed with better supporting details

Shows broader understanding of immigration and integration issues
More sophisticated analysis of the complexity of the topic

Better integration of different perspectives and mitigating factors

Still room for improvement to reach Band 8:

e Could have more sophisticated examples or research references
e Some expressions could be more precise
e Could show even more complex critical thinking

This represents a well-developed response with good language control and nuanced
reasoning about language barriers and integration.

Band 8 Model Essay

The assertion that residing in linguistically foreign environments inevitably
precipitates serious social and practical difficulties reflects a legitimate concern
affecting millions of global migrants, yet oversimplifies the multifaceted nature of
cross-cultural adaptation and integration processes. While language barriers
undoubtedly present substantial challenges that can profoundly impact individuals'
social integration and daily functioning, the characterization of these difficulties as
universally "serious problems" fails to account for the remarkable human capacity for
adaptation, the diversity of support systems available in contemporary multicultural
societies, and the transformative potential inherent in multilingual experiences.

The social ramifications of linguistic displacement can indeed manifest as profound
challenges to psychological well-being and community integration. Research in
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sociolinguistics demonstrates that language barriers frequently contribute to what
scholars term "acculturative stress"—a psychological condition characterized by
anxiety, depression, and identity confusion resulting from cultural adjustment
difficulties. Non-native speakers often experience social marginalization not merely
due to communication limitations but because of the subtle yet pervasive ways in
which linguistic competence intersects with social capital, professional
advancement, and cultural belonging. The phenomenon of "linguistic
discrimination" remains prevalent in many societies, where accented speech or
grammatical imperfections trigger unconscious biases that can limit employment
opportunities, social acceptance, and civic engagement. Furthermore, the inability to
engage in sophisticated cultural discourse—including humor, irony, and cultural
references—can create persistent feelings of intellectual inadequacy and social
exclusion that extend far beyond basic communication challenges.

The practical implications of linguistic barriers present equally formidable obstacles
across critical life domains, with potentially severe consequences for health, safety,
and economic security. Healthcare communication represents perhaps the most
critical challenge, as studies consistently demonstrate higher rates of medical errors,
delayed diagnoses, and suboptimal treatment outcomes among patients with
limited language proficiency. Legal and bureaucratic navigation becomes
exponentially more complex when individuals cannot adequately understand their
rights, obligations, or available resources, potentially leaving them vulnerable to
exploitation or unable to access essential services. Educational outcomes for both
adults and children can be severely compromised when language barriers prevent
effective communication with instructors, comprehension of academic materials, or
parental involvement in educational processes.

However, this perspective overlooks the significant evolution in multicultural support
systems and the remarkable resilience demonstrated by multilingual communities
worldwide. Contemporary immigration destination countries increasingly recognize
linguistic diversity as both a challenge requiring support and an asset contributing to
economic and cultural vitality. Comprehensive integration programs now commonly
include not only language instruction but also cultural orientation, professional
credential recognition, and mentorship networks that facilitate successful
adaptation. Technology has revolutionized cross-linguistic commmunication through
sophisticated translation applications, multilingual service platforms, and virtual
community networks that connect individuals with shared linguistic and cultural
backgrounds.

Moreover, the experience of linguistic adaptation often catalyzes personal growth,
cognitive flexibility, and cultural competence that provide long-term advantages in
increasingly globalized societies. Neuroscientific research demonstrates that
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multilingual individuals develop enhanced executive function, creative
problem-solving abilities, and cultural sensitivity that prove valuable in diverse
personal and professional contexts. Many successful immigrants report that
overcoming initial language barriers ultimately strengthened their resilience,
empathy, and appreciation for cultural diversity.

In conclusion, while acknowledging the legitimate challenges associated with
cross-linguistic adaptation, | contend that characterizing these experiences as
inevitably producing "serious problems" underestimates both human adaptability
and the sophisticated support systems available in contemporary multicultural
societies. The key lies in recognizing language barriers as temporary obstacles
requiring appropriate support rather than insurmountable problems that
predetermine negative outcomes.

Grader Notes for Band 8 Essay
This essay exemplifies Band 8 excellence through outstanding features:
Sophisticated Language and Vocabulary:

e Advanced academic vocabulary: "linguistically foreign environments,"
"acculturative stress," "sociolinguistics"

e Complex phrases: "multifaceted nature of cross-cultural adaptation,"
"transformative potential inherent in multilingual experiences"

e Precise, sophisticated expression with varied and complex sentence structures

Well-Developed Arguments with High-Quality Examples:

e References to research: "sociolinguistics demonstrates," "neuroscientific

research"

e Specific concepts: "linguistic discrimination," "social capital," "executive
function"

e Shows comprehensive knowledge of immigration, psychology, and language
research

Sophisticated Critical Thinking:

e Analyzes multiple dimensions: psychological, social, practical, technological,
neurological

e Shows understanding of complex relationships between language and social
integration

e Demonstrates awareness of both challenges and opportunities in multilingual
experiences
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e Synthesizes different perspectives with nuanced analysis
Excellent Structure and Coherence:

Each paragraph flows logically with sophisticated transitions

Advanced connectives: "Furthermore," "Moreover," "However," "In conclusion"
Complex introduction that establishes the sophisticated nature of the analysis
Nuanced conclusion that avoids oversimplification

Task Response Excellence:

Fully addresses the question with exceptional depth and nuance

e Shows sophisticated understanding of language barriers and cultural
adaptation

e Clear position supported by comprehensive, well-reasoned analysis
Goes far beyond basic discussion to provide insightful sociolinguistic analysis

This represents the sophisticated analysis, extensive knowledge, and advanced
language control that characterizes Band 8 writing!

Essay 25 (Advantages and Disadvantages)

Source: Cambridge IELTS 13, Test 2 Question Type: Advantages and Disadvantages
Task: Some people believe that nowadays we have too many choices. To what extent
do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Band 6.5 Model Essay

In modern society, people have many more choices than in the past about almost
everything, from what to eat and wear to which career to choose and where to live.
Some people think we have too many options now, while others believe having
many choices is good. | think that having many choices has both advantages and
disadvantages.

There are several benefits of having many choices available. First, people can find
products and services that fit their personal needs and preferences better. For
example, when someone wants to buy a phone, they can choose from hundreds of
different models with different features and prices to find the one that suits them
best. Second, having many options means there is more competition between
companies, which usually leads to better quality products and lower prices for

Band 7+ Sample Essays, Letters, and Reports for IELTS Success. Pg 297



consumers. Additionally, people can express their individual personality and lifestyle
through their choices, which makes them feel more satisfied and happy.

However, having too many choices can also create problems. The biggest issue is
that it can be very difficult and stressful to make decisions when there are so many
options. For instance, when someone goes to a supermarket and sees fifty different
types of breakfast cereal, they might feel confused and overwhelmed trying to
choose the best one. This is sometimes called "choice overload." Another problem is
that people might spend too much time comparing different options instead of
focusing on more important things in life. Also, when people have many choices,
they might always wonder if they made the right decision or if another option would
have been better.

In my opinion, | think the statement is partly true. While having choices is generally
good because it gives us freedom and helps us get what we want, | believe that
sometimes we do have too many unnecessary choices that just make life more
complicated. For example, we probably don't need fifty different types of shampoo or
thirty different coffee flavors.

In conclusion, having many choices has both positive and negative effects. The key is
to find the right balance between having enough choices to meet our needs and not
having so many that they cause stress and confusion.

Grader Notes for Band 6.5 Essay
This essay demonstrates solid Band 6.5 characteristics:
Strengths:

Clear position that acknowledges both sides of the issue

e Basic examples provided (phone shopping, breakfast cereal, shampoo
choices)

e Simple but correct grammar throughout
Introduces the concept of "choice overload" showing some awareness of the
topic

e Clear structure addressing advantages and disadvantages

Areas that keep it at 6.5:

n o

e Vocabulary is quite basic: "many more choices,
important things"

e |deas could be developed more thoroughly with more sophisticated examples
Limited range of sentence structures

very difficult," "more
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e Analysis is somewhat superficial, lacking depth
Language Level:

e Simple connectives: "First," "Second," "However," "Additionally"
e Basic vocabulary without much sophistication
e Grammar is accurate but not complex

This represents a competent response that addresses the task but lacks the depth
and language sophistication for higher bands.

Band 7 Model Essay

The proliferation of choices in contemporary society represents one of the defining
characteristics of modern consumer culture, affecting everything from daily
purchasing decisions to major life transitions. While this abundance of options
ostensibly provides greater freedom and personalization opportunities, | believe that
the statement holds considerable validity, as excessive choice can indeed create
psychological burden and decision-making paralysis that diminishes rather than
enhances human well-being.

The advantages of extensive choice availability are undeniably significant in
promoting individual autonomy and market efficiency. Greater selection enables
consumers to find products and services that closely align with their specific
preferences, needs, and financial circumstances. This customization potential
extends beyond mere consumption to encompass fundamental life decisions
regarding education, career paths, relationships, and lifestyle choices that previous
generations may have had limited opportunity to explore. Furthermore, abundant
choice typically reflects healthy market competition, driving innovation and quality
improvements while maintaining downward pressure on prices. The diversity of
options available in modern societies also supports individual expression and identity
formation, allowing people to construct lifestyles that reflect their unique values and
personality traits.

However, the psychological and practical costs of choice proliferation present
compelling evidence for the validity of concerns about excessive options. Research in
behavioral psychology, particularly the work of psychologist Barry Schwartz,
demonstrates that beyond an optimal threshold, additional choices frequently lead
to decreased satisfaction, increased anxiety, and decision-making paralysis. This
phenomenon, termed "choice overload" or "analysis paralysis," manifests when
individuals become overwhelmed by the cognitive burden of evaluating numerous
alternatives, ultimately resulting in delayed decisions or complete avoidance of
choice-making situations. The paradox of choice extends beyond individual
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psychology to impact productivity and life satisfaction, as people expend
disproportionate mental energy on relatively trivial decisions—such as selecting from
dozens of breakfast cereal varieties—that could be better invested in more
meaningful pursuits.

The temporal costs associated with extensive choice evaluation represent another
significant drawback in our time-constrained society. The modern consumer often
spends considerable time researching, comparing, and second-guessing decisions
that previous generations would have made quickly with limited options. This
decision-making burden is compounded by the fear of missing out on potentially
superior alternatives, leading to chronic dissatisfaction and regret even after making
reasonable choices.

Moreover, the illusion of unlimited choice can mask underlying structural
inequalities, as meaningful options remain constrained by economic resources, social
capital, and educational background for many individuals. The stress of choice
abundance may disproportionately affect those lacking the cultural or financial
resources to navigate complex decision-making environments effectively.

In my assessment, while choice availability remains fundamentally valuable for
human autonomy and market efficiency, contemporary society has indeed crossed
the threshold into counterproductive choice proliferation in many domains. The
optimal approach involves recognizing that choice abundance should serve human
flourishing rather than becoming an end in itself.

In conclusion, although choices provide essential benefits for individual freedom and
market competition, the evidence strongly suggests that modern societies
frequently offer excessive options that create psychological burden and diminish
decision-making effectiveness. The challenge lies in finding an appropriate balance
that preserves meaningful choice while avoiding the paralysis and dissatisfaction
associated with choice overload.

Grader Notes for Band 7 Essay
This essay demonstrates clear Band 7 characteristics:

Strengths:

e More sophisticated vocabulary: "proliferation of choices,
burden," "decision-making paralysis"

e Well-developed arguments with specific reference to research (Barry
Schwartz)

e More complex sentence structures and varied grammar

psychological
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e Shows deeper understanding of psychological and economic concepts
Better use of academic language and discourse markers

e Introduces sophisticated concepts like "choice overload" and "analysis
paralysis"

What elevates it above Band 6.5:

Ideas are more fully developed with research references

Shows broader knowledge of psychology and consumer behavior
More sophisticated analysis of the complexity of the issue

Better integration of different perspectives and evidence

Still room for improvement to reach Band 8:

e Could have more diverse, specific examples
e Some expressions could be more precise
e Could show even more sophisticated critical thinking

This represents a well-developed response with good language control and clear
reasoning about choice and decision-making psychology.

Band 8 Model Essay

The contemporary phenomenon of choice proliferation represents a fascinating
paradox of modern affluent societies, where unprecedented abundance of options
across virtually all life domains has ostensibly enhanced human freedom while
simultaneously generating new forms of psychological distress and decision-making
dysfunction. While the expansion of choice availability reflects positive developments
in market competition, technological innovation, and social liberation from
traditional constraints, | contend that we have indeed crossed critical thresholds in
many domains where additional choices diminish rather than enhance human
welfare and authentic autonomy.

The historical trajectory toward expanded choice reflects genuinely progressive
developments that have enhanced human agency and self-determination in
profound ways. The liberation from restrictive social norms, limited economic
opportunities, and homogeneous cultural expectations has enabled individuals to
construct authentic identities and pursue personally meaningful life paths previously
unavailable to most people. This choice expansion manifests in transformative ways
across multiple domains: educational opportunities now encompass diverse learning
modalities, geographic locations, and interdisciplinary combinations; career
possibilities extend far beyond traditional local industries to encompass global,
flexible, and entrepreneurial options; relationship formations can reflect personal
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compatibility rather than economic necessity or social pressure. The technological
revolution has democratized access to information, products, and services that were
historically available only to privileged elites, creating unprecedented opportunities
for individual optimization and self-actualization.

However, mounting evidence from psychology, neuroscience, and behavioral
economics reveals that choice proliferation beyond optimal thresholds produces
systematic negative consequences that undermine the very objectives choice
expansion was intended to serve. The seminal research of Barry Schwartz, Sheena
lyengar, and others demonstrates that excessive choice frequently results in "choice
overload"—a psychological state characterized by decision avoidance, decreased
satisfaction with selected options, and increased regret and counterfactual thinking.
This phenomenon reflects fundamental limitations in human cognitive architecture,
which evolved to handle relatively simple decision environments rather than the
bewildering array of options characteristic of contemporary consumer culture.

The neurological basis of choice overload involves the prefrontal cortex's finite
capacity for complex decision-making, leading to "decision fatigue" that
progressively degrades judgment quality as individuals confront successive choices
throughout the day. This cognitive burden manifests in various counterproductive
behaviors: procrastination on important decisions, increased reliance on heuristics
and external authorities, and paradoxically reduced satisfaction with outcomes
despite objectively superior available options. The phenomenon extends beyond
consumer choices to encompass career decisions, relationship patterns, and lifestyle
choices, creating what sociologist Zygmunt Bauman termed "liquid modernity"—a
condition of constant uncertainty and revision that undermines the development of
stable identity and meaningful commitment.

Furthermore, choice proliferation often functions as a sophisticated form of social
control that channels individual agency toward consumption and lifestyle
optimization while diverting attention from collective action and structural change.
The emphasis on personal choice can obscure systemic inequalities and
environmental constraints, creating an illusion of control while actual autonomy
remains limited by economic resources, cultural capital, and institutional structures.
This "tyranny of small decisions" consumes cognitive and temporal resources that
might otherwise be directed toward more meaningful personal development and
social engagement.

The phenomenon also generates significant opportunity costs in terms of time
allocation and mental energy. Contemporary individuals expend substantial
resources researching trivial consumption decisions—comparing dozens of
restaurant options, evaluating hundreds of entertainment choices, or optimizing
countless lifestyle preferences—that previous generations resolved quickly through
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limited alternatives or social conventions. This decision-making burden represents a
hidden tax on modern life that diverts attention from relationships, creative pursuits,
and civic engagement that contribute more substantially to human flourishing.

In conclusion, while acknowledging the genuine benefits of expanded choice in
promoting individual freedom and market efficiency, the overwhelming evidence
indicates that contemporary societies have indeed created dysfunctional levels of
choice proliferation that systematically undermine decision-making effectiveness,
psychological well-being, and authentic autonomy. The solution lies not in
eliminating choices but in developing more sophisticated frameworks for choice
architecture that optimize human flourishing rather than merely maximizing
options.

Grader Notes for Band 8 Essay

This essay exemplifies Band 8 excellence through exceptional features:

Sophisticated Language and Vocabulary:

Advanced academic vocabulary: "choice proliferation," "psychological distress,"
"decision-making dysfunction," "authentic autonomy"

Complex phrases: "fascinating paradox of modern affluent societies,"
"systematic negative consequences," "cognitive and temporal resources"

Highly sophisticated expression with complex, varied sentence structures

Well-Developed Arguments with High-Quality Examples:

References to specific researchers: Barry Schwartz, Sheena lyengar, Zygmunt
Bauman

Sophisticated concepts: "choice overload," "decision fatigue," "liquid
modernity," "tyranny of small decisions"

Shows comprehensive knowledge of psychology, neuroscience, sociology, and
behavioral economics

Sophisticated Critical Thinking:

Analyzes multiple dimensions: psychological, neurological, sociological,
economic, historical

Shows understanding of complex relationships between choice and human
psychology

Demonstrates awareness of paradoxes and unintended consequences
Synthesizes different academic perspectives with nuanced analysis

Excellent Structure and Coherence:
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e Each paragraph flows logically with sophisticated transitions
Advanced connectives: "Furthermore," "However," "Moreover," building
complex arguments

e Highly sophisticated introduction that establishes the paradoxical nature of
the issue

e Nuanced conclusion that offers thoughtful resolution

Task Response Excellence:

Fully addresses the question with exceptional depth and sophistication
Shows advanced understanding of choice psychology and social theory
Clear, well-reasoned position supported by comprehensive analysis

Goes far beyond basic discussion to provide profound insights into modern
society

This represents the sophisticated analysis, extensive knowledge, and advanced
language control that exemplifies Band 8 excellence!

Your Journey Forward: A Message
from Your IELTS Chief Examiner

Dear dedicated IELTS candidate,

As | sit here in my study, surrounded by thousands of IELTS scripts I've evaluated over
the years, | can't help but feel a deep sense of pride in what you've accomplished by
working through this book. You've just completed a comprehensive journey through
25 carefully selected model essays, letters, and reports—each one representing years
of experience distilled into practical guidance that will serve you well on test day and
beyond.

The Journey You've Taken

Think about where you started when you first opened this book. Perhaps you felt
uncertain about IELTS Writing, wondering how to structure your thoughts or worried
about achieving your target band score. Now, having studied these models and
absorbed the detailed feedback provided, you've gained something invaluable:
insight into the examiner's mind. You understand not just what high-scoring writing
looks like, but why it scores highly.
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You've seen how Band 9 writers tackle complex arguments with nuance and
sophistication. You've observed how Band 8 responses demonstrate excellent control
while maintaining clarity. You've learned that even Band 7 writing, while perhaps not
perfect, shows clear competence and effective communication. Most importantly,
you've discovered that achieving your target score isn't about writing like a native
speaker—it's about demonstrating the specific skills that IELTS assesses.

The Foundation You've Built

Throughout this journey, certain principles have emerged again and again, like
threads woven through every high-scoring response:

Understanding comes first. Every successful IELTS response begins with a thorough
understanding of what the task is actually asking. You've learned to dissect
guestions, identify key requirements, and ensure your response addresses every
aspect of the prompt.

Planning is power. The few minutes you spend organizing your thoughts before
writing are never wasted. They're invested. You've seen how clear structure and
logical progression separate good writing from great writing.

Clarity trumps complexity. The most impressive vocabulary word means nothing if
it's used incorrectly or obscures your meaning. You've learned that effective
communication—saying what you mean clearly and precisely—is what examiners
truly value.

Coherence is king. |deas that flow logically from one to the next, supported by
appropriate linking devices and clear paragraph structure, create the kind of writing
that earns high scores. You've mastered the art of guiding your reader smoothly
through your thoughts.

Consistency counts. Whether it's maintaining your register throughout a formal
letter or ensuring your conclusion aligns with your introduction, consistency in your
writing demonstrates the control that examiners look for.

The Path Ahead

But here's the truth | need you to understand: reading about swimming doesn't
make you a swimmer. You must get in the water. The models in this book have
shown you the destination, but practice is the vehicle that will take you there.
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Set aside time regularly—even just 30 minutes every few days—to write. Choose a
task type you find challenging and work on it. Time yourself occasionally to build
your exam stamina, but don't always write under pressure. Sometimes, take your
time to craft a response carefully, focusing on implementing the technigues you've
learned.

Review your own writing critically. Ask yourself: Have | addressed all parts of the task?
Is my position clear? Do my ideas flow logically? Have | used a range of vocabulary
and grammatical structures accurately? Be your own first examiner.

Seek feedback when possible. A teacher, tutor, or even a study partner can offer
valuable perspectives on your writing. But remember, you now have the tools to
self-assess effectively too.

Believe in Your Potential

| want you to know something: in my years as an |IELTS examiner, I've seen thousands
of candidates achieve scores they initially thought were beyond their reach. What
distinguished those who succeeded wasn't necessarily superior English from the
start—it was persistence, strategic practice, and most importantly, belief in their
ability to improve.

You now possess knowledge that many test-takers never acquire. You understand
what examiners look for because you've seen it demonstrated repeatedly. You know
how to approach each task type strategically. You've internalized the characteristics
of high-scoring writing. This knowledge is powerful, but it becomes transformative
when combined with your continued effort and self-belief,

Don't let perfectionism paralyze you. Even Band 9 writing isn't flawless—it's effective.
Your goal isn't to write perfectly; it's to demonstrate your English proficiency clearly
and convincingly within the IELTS framework.

The Doors That Await

Your improved IELTS score isn't just a number—it's a key. It might unlock the
university place you've dreamed of, where you'll study alongside brilliant minds from
around the world. It could open career opportunities that seemed out of reach,
allowing you to contribute your unique talents in new environments. For many, it
represents the first step toward building a new life in a new country, rich with
possibilities.
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But beyond these external opportunities, the skills you've developed through this
process—critical thinking, clear communication, structured argumentation—will
serve you throughout your academic and professional life. You haven't just learned to
write for IELTS; you've strengthened fundamental skills for success in an
English-speaking academic and professional environment.

My Final Words to You

As we reach the end of our journey together, | want to leave you with this thought:
every expert was once a beginner, and every achievement started with someone
believing it was possible.

You have everything you need to succeed. You have the knowledge, having studied
these models carefully. You have the framework, understanding how IELTS Writing is
assessed. Most importantly, you have the dedication, proven by your commitment to
working through this entire book.

Trust in your preparation. Trust in your abilities. Trust in the process.

On test day, when you sit down with your pen in hand and read that first writing task,
remember that you're not facing the unknown. You've prepared for this moment.
You understand what's expected. You know how to deliver it.

Take a deep breath, apply what you've learned, and show the examiner—show
yourself—what you're truly capable of achieving.

| believe in you. Your success story is waiting to be written.
With warm regards and every confidence in your success,

Your IELTS Chief Examiner

"The expert in anything was once a beginner. The journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step. You've taken that step—now walk confidently toward your
goals."
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