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I. Introduction: Mikaela Haynes and the Wrongful Death Lawsuit 

• This section introduces Mikaela Haynes, a 14-year-old who tragically committed suicide 
following a family court custody decision that granted partial custody to her father, Charles 
Haynes, despite his admitted sexual abuse of her older sister. 

• It details the subsequent wrongful death lawsuit filed by Mikaela's mother, Cynthia 
Randolph, against the court-appointed guardian ad litem, Jennifer Williams, alleging 
Williams’s recommendation led to the harmful custody arrangement. 

II. The Judge's Ruling and Reactions from Family Court Reform Advocates  

• This section highlights the federal judge's landmark decision to deny Williams's motion to 
dismiss the lawsuit, a ruling celebrated by family court reform advocates.  

• Quotes from attorney Evita Tolu and advocate Connie Valentine emphasize the 
significance of the ruling in holding court-appointed advocates accountable for children's 
safety. 

III. Details of the Custody Dispute and Mikaela's Tragic Outcome  

• This section delves into the specifics of the custody dispute, including Charles Haynes's 
admission of sexual abuse and Mikaela's own accusations against him. 

• It chronicles the court proceedings, Williams's recommendation for shared custody, and 
the judge's decision to follow that recommendation. 

• It poignantly recounts Mikaela's suicide and the subsequent denial of probation for 
Charles Haynes, highlighting the potential trauma Mikaela would have faced had she 
lived. 

IV. Responses from Involved Parties and Attorneys 

• This section presents the responses (or lack thereof) from Jennifer Williams, Charles 
Haynes, and their respective attorneys regarding the lawsuit and Mikaela's case. 

• It includes details about Charles Haynes's intention to seek full custody of his youngest 
daughter upon release from prison. 

V. Williams's Defense and the Judge's Counterarguments 

• This section outlines Williams's arguments for dismissal, claiming a lack of duty to protect 
Mikaela and asserting immunity as a court appointee. 

• It presents Judge Abbie Crites-Leoni's rejection of these arguments, citing evidence of 
Williams's awareness of potential risks and Mikaela's documented emotional distress.  

VI. Broader Implications: Calls for Reform and the "Best Interest of the Child" Debate  

• This section broadens the focus to encompass nationwide calls for family court reform, 
including efforts to limit the power of guardian ad litems and abolish their use in certain 
cases. 



• It discusses the Colorado ban on court-ordered reunification camps, highlighting concerns 
about parental alienation claims and the potential for awarding custody to abusive 
parents. 

• It examines the controversial "best interest of the child" standard and critiques its potential 
misuse in custody decisions, emphasizing the need to prioritize children's safety and 
constitutional rights. 

 


