
A Florida Woman's Fight to Reclaim Her Life: A Review of 

Jan Garwood's Guardianship Ordeal 
This briefing document analyzes the case of Janice Garwood, a 73-year-old Florida woman who 
endured a harrowing three years under court-ordered guardianship. The information is derived 
from an article titled "Florida woman works to get life back 2 years after escaping guardianship," 
which details the abuse and exploitation Garwood faced, the systemic failings of Florida's 
guardianship system, and her ongoing struggle to rebuild her life. 
Main Themes: 

• Abuse and Exploitation within the Guardianship System: The case highlights how the 
guardianship system, designed to protect vulnerable individuals, can be exploited for 
financial gain. Garwood’s professional guardians, Rebecca Fierle and Denise Willis, are 
accused of mismanaging her assets, selling her property below market value, and failing 
to provide proper care. 

• Lack of Accountability and Oversight: The investigation into Willis revealed multiple 
violations across several cases, including incomplete financial records, lack of ward visits, 
and missing personal property. This points to a systemic failure in monitoring and holding 
guardians accountable for their actions. 

• The Long-Term Impacts of Guardianship: Even after regaining her rights, Garwood 
faces the daunting task of rebuilding her life with limited resources. She lost her home, 
car, and savings, highlighting the devastating and lasting consequences of guardianship 
abuse. 

Key Facts and Quotes: 

• Loss of Autonomy: Garwood was stripped of all her rights and placed under 
guardianship after a car accident while grieving the death of her son. Describing her first 
encounter with Fierle, Garwood states, "She just looked at me and said are you Janice 
Garwood? And I said yes. And she said good. Get your keys. You’re coming with me." 
This demonstrates the abrupt and disempowering nature of guardianship imposition. 

• Financial Mismanagement: The sale of Garwood's home to an employee of the assisted 
living facility for $250,000, significantly below its estimated market value, raises serious 
concerns of financial exploitation. Garwood's objection to the sale, stating, "This is all 
money and I really resent it. Every penny I have is gone. It’s not right,” underscores the 
injustice she experienced. 

• Lack of Support After Guardianship: Garwood emphasizes the lack of resources 
available to individuals after their rights are restored, saying, "But she says Florida’s 
court-appointed guardianship system doesn't offer any resources for people after they get 
their rights restored." This highlights the need for comprehensive support services to aid 
victims in rebuilding their lives. 

• Resilience and Advocacy: Despite her ordeal, Garwood remains optimistic and 
determined to help others avoid similar experiences. Her statement, "I believe that I have 
to go through what I have to go through so I can tell somebody else what happened and 
save them from going through it," demonstrates her commitment to advocacy and reform.  

Conclusion: 
Janice Garwood's case serves as a stark reminder of the vulnerabilities within the guardianship 
system and the urgent need for reform. Her story calls for stronger oversight mechanisms, 
increased accountability for guardians, and the establishment of support systems for individuals 
transitioning out of guardianship. It also highlights the importance of raising awareness about 
guardianship abuse and empowering potential victims to seek help and advocate for their rights.  


