Unmasking Judicial Corruption: A Deep Dive into Financial
Maneuvers

Source 1: Excerpts from "How to Bribe a Judge Expanded Research.pdf”

I. The Veil of Financial Transactions: This section introduces the concept of using property
loans and swift repayments as a potential cover for bribery, highlighting the discrepancy between
a judge's income and their ability to manage such transactions.

II. Judicial Impartiality in Question: This section focuses on the case of Judge James M. Welch
in San Bernardino County, whose suspicious loan activities and connections to a potentially
corrupt fiduciary raise concerns about bias and undue influence in his courtroom decisions.

Ill. The Spread of a Practice Across County Lines: This section explores the possibility of
similar loan practices being used in Riverside County, involving Commissioner John McCoy and
Judge Sharon Waters, and the potential for a systemic cover-up due to the reluctance of
authorities to investigate.

IV. A History of Loans and Reconveyances: This section examines the case of Judge Steven
Mapes, also in San Bernardino County, who exhibited a pattern of taking out multiple loans
exceeding his property's value, further supporting the notion of a widespread practice of utilizing
loans to obscure financial dealings.

V. Oversight and Accountability: A Flawed System: This section analyzes the shortcomings of
California's financial disclosure requirements for judges, highlighting how the existing system fails
to provide adequate transparency and allows for potential manipulation through real estate
transactions.

VI. The Human Cost of Judicial Corruption: This section emphasizes the real-world
consequences of judicial corruption, particularly in probate and conservatorship cases, where
biased decisions can devastate vulnerable individuals and erode public trust in the legal system.
VIl. Reforming the System: A Call for Transparency: This section advocates for strengthening
oversight mechanisms, including stricter financial disclosure requirements, increased scrutiny of
real estate transactions, and the establishment of independent review bodies to investigate
misconduct allegations.

VIIl. A Wider Problem, A Local Focus: This section acknowledges that judicial corruption is not
limited to California, emphasizing the need for nationwide vigilance and a collective effort to
combat this threat to the integrity of the judiciary.

IX. Conclusion: A Need for Vigilance: This section reiterates the threat posed by judicial
corruption and underscores the responsibility of citizens to demand transparency and
accountability from judges, urging collective action to safeguard the principles of justice.

Source 2: Excerpts from "How to Bribe a Judge.pdf”

I. How to Bribe a Judge: This section introduces the article's central premise, suggesting that
judges may utilize property loans and rapid repayments to conceal illicit enrichment.

II. Judges Involved in Multiple Property Reconveyances: This section presents investigative
journalist Janet Phelan's findings regarding suspicious financial activities of Judge James M.
Welch, detailing multiple large loans taken out and repaid within short periods, exceeding his
reported income.

Ill. The Case of Melodie Z. Scott: This section connects Judge Welch's activities to Melodie Z.
Scott, a professional fiduciary facing allegations of misconduct, suggesting a potential link
between their operations and a possible bias in Welch's handling of cases involving Scott.

IV. Lack of Judicial Response and Oversight: This section highlights the inadequate response
from presiding judge Jim McGuire, who claims limited jurisdiction, and Judge Welch's refusal to
comment, illustrating a lack of transparency and accountability within the judicial system.

V. Evidence of a Wider Pattern: This section presents evidence suggesting that similar loan
practices are occurring in Riverside County, involving Commissioner John McCoy and Judge
Sharon Waters, and points to a potential cover-up by the District Attorney's office.

VI. The Case of Judge Steven Mapes: This section examines another case in San Bernardino
County, focusing on Judge Steven Mapes and his history of multiple loans, some exceeding his



property's value, again highlighting a potential pattern of utilizing loans to conceal financial
dealings.

VII. Conclusion: A Call for Investigation and Transparency: This section concludes the article
by emphasizing the need for thorough investigation into the judges' financial activities and
advocates for greater transparency within the judicial system to ensure accountability and public
trust.



