Arizona Attorney Oaths: FAQs

1. What oaths do attorneys in Arizona have to take?
Attorneys in Arizona are required to take three oaths:

e Oath of Admission to the Arizona Supreme Court: This oath, taken before the Arizona
Supreme Court, focuses on supporting the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions, respecting the
courts, and practicing law ethically.

e Oath to the State Bar of Arizona: Upon becoming a member of the State Bar, attorneys
take an oath that emphasizes ethical conduct, integrity within the legal profession, and a
commitment to justice.

e Loyalty Oath: This oath, required by Arizona law (A.R.S. § 38-231), affirms allegiance to
the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions and pledges to defend against all enemies.

2. What is the historical significance of attorney oaths in Arizona?
Attorney and judicial oaths in Arizona have a history dating back to Arizona's statehood in 1912.
The Arizona Constitution established the framework for these oaths, designed to ensure
adherence to the principles of both the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions. The oaths reflect the
evolution of legal practices, values, and historical events such as the Cold War.

3. How have the oaths evolved over time?
The oaths have evolved to reflect changing social and political contexts:

e Early Statehood: Oaths initially focused on upholding territorial and federal laws and
transitioned to supporting the Arizona Constitution upon statehood.

e Progressive Era: The 1912 Arizona Constitution introduced oaths emphasizing individual
rights, government accountability, and legal integrity.

e Cold War: Loyalty oaths were added during the Cold War to emphasize allegiance to the
U.S. and Arizona in the face of perceived threats.

¢ Modern Era: Oaths continue to adapt to reflect evolving ethical standards, awareness of
civil rights, and the duty to represent the disadvantaged.

4. What is the purpose of the Oath of Admission to the Arizona

Supreme Court?
This oath formally admits attorneys to practice law in Arizona. It emphasizes key principles:

e Constitutional Support: Pledging allegiance to the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions.
e Respect for the Courts: Maintaining decorum and respect within the judicial system.
e Ethical Conduct: Promising to practice law honestly and avoid misleading the court.

5. How does the Oath to the State Bar of Arizona differ from the

Supreme Court oath?
While both oaths emphasize ethical conduct, the State Bar oath specifically focuses on:

e Professional Responsibility: Adherence to the Arizona Rules of Professional Conduct.

e Service to the Legal Community: Upholding the integrity of the legal profession.

¢ Commitment to Justice: Fair and ethical representation of clients and a dedication to
upholding the law.

6. What is the purpose of the Loyalty Oath?



The Loyalty Oath was introduced during the Cold War to ensure the allegiance of public officials,
including attorneys. It requires individuals to:

e Support the Constitutions: Reaffirm commitment to the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions.
e Defend Against Enemies: Pledge to protect the state and nation from threats, both
foreign and domestic.

7. Are loyalty oaths still relevant today?

While the Cold War context has faded, loyalty oaths remain a part of Arizona law. They continue
to serve as a symbolic reminder of an attorney's duty to uphold the Constitution and the rule of
law.

8. Where can | find the full text of the oaths taken by Arizona

attorneys?

The full text of the Oath of Admission to the Arizona Supreme Court and the Loyalty Oath can be
found in legal documents and resources provided by the Arizona Supreme Court and the State
Bar of Arizona. The specific wording of the State Bar oath may not be publicly available but
generally emphasizes ethical conduct and professional responsibility.



