
A Comparative Analysis of Arizona Attorney Oaths: A 

Historical and Contemporary Perspective 
Source 1: Here are the details on the three oaths taken by attorneys in Arizona.pdf  

• Oath of Admission to the Arizona Supreme Court: This section outlines the oath taken 
by attorneys upon admission to the Arizona Supreme Court, highlighting its key elements, 
including upholding the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions, treating courts with respect, and 
abstaining from misleading conduct. 

• Oath to the State Bar of Arizona: This section describes the oath taken upon joining the 
State Bar, focusing on its general reiteration of loyalty to the legal profession and 
adherence to ethical practices. 

• Loyalty Oath to the Court: This section details the loyalty oath required under Arizona 
law for certain public officials, including attorneys in specific roles, emphasizing its 
affirmation of support for and defense of the U.S. and Arizona Constitutions.  

Source 2: History of Arizona Oaths.pdf 

• Introduction: This section establishes the historical context of attorney and judicial oaths 
in Arizona, tracing their origins to the state's transition to statehood in 1912 and the 
creation of the Arizona Constitution. 

• Arizona Territory (Pre-1912): This section explores the structure of oaths during 
Arizona's territorial period, emphasizing their basis in territorial laws and their adherence 
to both territorial and U.S. legal frameworks. 

• Statehood and the 1912 Arizona Constitution: This section analyzes the impact of 
Arizona's statehood on the development of oaths, highlighting the Constitution's 
provisions for public officials to uphold both state and federal law. 

• Oath of Office for Judges: This section examines the historical evolution of the judicial 
oath, emphasizing its focus on upholding the Constitution, administering justice 
impartially, and adapting to legal reforms to ensure fairness. 

• Attorney Admission Oath: This section traces the development of the attorney 
admission oath, highlighting its role as a pledge to ethical behavior, honesty in court 
dealings, and the protection of justice. 

• Bar Association and Professional Responsibility: This section discusses the role of 
the State Bar of Arizona in formalizing attorney admission and setting professional 
standards, emphasizing the Bar's influence on the oath's evolution to encompass ethical 
obligations. 

• Cold War and Loyalty Oaths (1950s-1960s): This section analyzes the historical context 
of loyalty oaths introduced during the Cold War era, highlighting their purpose in ensuring 
loyalty against perceived threats and their continued legacy in Arizona's legal framework.  

• Current Oaths in Arizona: This section provides an overview of the three key oaths 
currently required for Arizona attorneys and judges: the Oath of Admission to the Arizona 
Supreme Court, the Oath to the State Bar of Arizona, and the Loyalty Oath. 

Conclusion: This combined analysis of the provided sources offers a comprehensive overview of 
the historical development, core components, and contemporary significance of attorney oaths in 
Arizona, demonstrating their integral role in ensuring adherence to constitutional principles, 
ethical practices, and the state's commitment to justice. 

 


