California Constitution: Article XX, Section 3 Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each, drawing from the provided
excerpt of the California Constitution.

1.

2.

10.

Who is required to take the oath outlined in Article XX, Section 3 of the California
Constitution? Are there any exceptions?

What are the two core promises made regarding the Constitutions of the United
States and California within this oath?

Beyond upholding the Constitution, what specific pledge regarding personal beliefs
and affiliations is required by the oath?

How does the oath address potential past affiliations with organizations advocating
for the overthrow of the government?

What specific phrase in the oath emphasizes that the oath-taker is making these
commitments voluntarily and honestly?

What is the significance of the final sentence: "And no other oath, declaration, or
test, shall be required as a qualification for any public office or employment"?
According to the text, what does the term “Public officer and employee”
encompass?

When was this section of the California Constitution last amended and how is that
indicated in the text?

Could a person who privately believes in using violence to overthrow the
government hold public office in California, according to this oath?

What is the primary purpose and function of the oath described in Article XX,
Section 3?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The oath is required for members of the Legislature and all public officers and employees
at both the state and local levels in California. Inferior officers and employees may be
exempt if specified by law.

The oath requires individuals to pledge to both "support and defend" the Constitutions of
the United States and California and to bear "true faith and allegiance" to them.

The oath requires a pledge to refrain from advocating for the overthrow of the government
by force or violence, either individually or as part of an organization.

The oath requires individuals to disclose any past membership within the previous five
years in organizations advocating for the overthrow of the government.

The phrase "without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion" emphasizes the
voluntary and honest nature of the oath.

This sentence ensures that the oath outlined in Article XX, Section 3 is the sole
requirement regarding beliefs and affiliations for holding public office or employment in
California.

"Public officer and employee" includes all individuals working for the State of California,
counties, cities, districts, authorities, and their departments, agencies, or instrumentalities.
This includes the University of California.

The text indicates that Section 3 was last amended on November 4, 1952, through
Proposition 6, Resolution Chapter 69, 1951.

No, the oath explicitly forbids individuals who advocate for the overthrow of the
government from holding public office in California.



10. The oath serves to ensure the loyalty and commitment of public officials to upholding the
Constitutions of the United States and California and rejecting the use of force or violence
to overthrow the government.

Essay Questions

1. Analyze the historical context surrounding the adoption of Article XX, Section 3 in 1879.
What events or concerns might have motivated its inclusion in the California Constitution?

2. Discuss the balance between protecting freedom of thought and association and ensuring
the stability of the government. How does Article XX, Section 3 reflect this tension?

3. Compare and contrast the oath outlined in Article XX, Section 3 with oaths taken by public
officials in other states or at the federal level. What are the similarities and differences?

4. Examine the potential challenges or criticisms associated with requiring public officials to
disclose their past affiliations, as required by the oath.

5. In the context of contemporary political discourse, discuss the relevance and importance
of Article XX, Section 3 in upholding democratic values and institutions.

Glossary of Key Terms

e Constitution: A set of fundamental principles or established precedents according to
which a state or other organization is governed.

e Legislature: The legislative body of a state, which in California is comprised of the
Assembly and the Senate.

e Public Officer/Employee: Individuals holding a position of trust or employment within the
government, including elected officials, appointed officials, and civil servants.

e Executive: The branch of government responsible for implementing and enforcing laws.

e Judicial: The branch of government responsible for interpreting laws and administering
justice.

e Oath: A solemn promise, often invoking a divine witness, regarding one's future actions or
behavior.

¢ Affirmation: A solemn declaration made by individuals who decline to take an oath for
religious or personal reasons, holding the same legal weight.

e Allegiance: Loyalty or obligation owed to a sovereign or state.

¢ Mental Reservation: An unspoken qualification or exception that someone makes to
themselves when taking an oath.

e Evasion: The act of avoiding or circumventing something, in this context, the true intent
of the oath.

e Inferior Officers/Employees: Lower-ranking government officials or employees who may
be exempt from certain requirements.

¢ Amendment: A modification or addition made to a legal document, such as a constitution.

e Proposition: A proposed statute or constitutional amendment submitted to the electorate
for a direct vote.

¢ Resolution Chapter: A bill passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor that
amends a previous resolution (like Proposition 6 in this case).



