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Esenciales para Mejorar
en el TOEFL bt Speaking

Luisa Zayas

@ Construir oraciones
complejas:

Los estudiantes usardn estructuras
variadas para formar oraciones
mds complejas en sus respuestas
habladas.

@ Mejorar cohesion y
coherencia:

Practicardn la conexiéon de ideas
usando sentence stems para que
sus respuestas sean mds claras y
organizadas.

O,

O

Ampliar gramatica y
vocabulario:

Incorporardn mds variedad
gramatical 'y de vocabulario,
demostrando un mayor dominio del
inglés.

Aumentar la puntuacion en
el Speaking del TOEFL:

Usardn estructuras variadas vy
respuestas detalladas para mejorar
su puntuacién en los criterios de
"Gramdtica," "Fluidez," y

"Contenido."
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Usar oraciones e
mas complejas

Paso 1: Identificar la estructura basica

Para responder una pregunta de Speaking en el TOEFL iBT, muchas veces usamos
respuestas simples y directas. Sin embargo, para obtener una mayor puntuacion, es
crucial que demuestres variedad gramatical y oraciones complejas.

Ejemplo de respuesta simple:
Pregunta: iPrefieres vivir en la ciudad o en el campo?

Respuesta simple: "l prefer living in the city because there are more job opportunities.”

Paso 2: Usar sentence stems para crear complejidad

Aqui es donde entra el andamiaje de ESL. Vamos a utilizar sentence stems que ayudan a
conectar ideas y agregar variedad a la estructura gramatical.

Ejemplos de sentence stems:

¢ "Not only... but also...”

e« "Even though..."

* "In addition to..."

¢ "One reason why... is because..."
e "Although..."

Paso 3: Crear una respuesta mas compleja

Ahora, tomemos la respuesta anterior y la hagamos mas compleja usando sentence
stems.

Respuesta compleja: "/ prefer living in the city not only because there are more job
opportunities, but also because the public transportation system is more reliable. Even
though living in the countryside offers peace and quiet, I believe that the city provides
more opportunities for personal and professional growth.”
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Usar oraciones %=«
mas complejas

Paso 4: Contraejemplo vs. Ejemplo

Contraejemplo (respuesta simple):

"I think living in the city is better because of the jobs.”
Ejemplo (respuesta compleja):

"While some people might prefer the tranquility of the countryside, | would argue that
living in the city is more advantageous because it offers not only better employment
opportunities but also a more diverse cultural experience.”

Pasos del proceso:

1. Afadir conectores: Los conectores como "not only... but also” o "even though”
ayudan a crear fluidez entre ideas y a evitar respuestas demasiado simples.

2.Variedad gramatical: Usar subordinadas, condicionales o participios ("Even though,”
"While") hace que la oracidén sea mas variada y compleja, lo que impacta
positivamente en la evaluacion.

3.Extender la respuesta: En lugar de dar una sola razén, ofrece dos o tres con ejemplos
claros. Esto no solo demuestra un dominio del idioma, sino que da mas sustancia a tu
respuesta.

4.Uso de palabras transicionales: Las palabras de transiciéon como "however,”

mnon

"therefore,” "moreover,” permiten construir oraciones que fluyen mejor, aumentando

la cohesidn.

Consejo final:
Practica diaria utilizando estos sentence stems te ayudard a mejorar tu fluidez y a ser
capaz de dar respuestas mas detalladas y complejas en el examen TOEFL iBT.
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Not only... but also...

Not only is the city exciting, but it

also offers more opportunities.

Used to introduce two connected

ideas, emphasizing both.

Even though...

Even though the countryside is
peaceful, I prefer the city's energy.

Introduces a contrasting idea or

condition.

In addition to...

In addition to its convenience, the

city has excellent public services.

Adds additional information to

support the main point.

One reason why... is because...

One reason why I prefer the city

is because it has better healthcare.

Explains a reason, commonly used

to justify opinions.

Although I like the quiet, the city

Contrasts two ideas, showing a

Although... . . difference in preference or
has more job options.
outcome.
) o Introduces two situations
. While the countryside is calm, the . . .
While... . , happening at the same time or in
city offers more excitement.
contrast.
A ! As a result of better public Shows the effect or consequence
s a result... L o . . o
transport, living in the city is easier. | of an action or situation.
On the other hand, the countryside | Presents a counterargument or an
On the other hand...

can be too isolated for some.

alternative perspective.

For example...

For example, the city has many

museums and cultural centers.

Provides an example to support

the statement or argument.

Therefore...

Therefore, I believe the city is a
better place to live for young

professionals.

Shows a conclusion or result based

on prior statements.
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Topics for
Practicing

Cémo usar oraciones complejas:

Puedes seleccionar cualquiera de estas preguntas y practicar estructurando tus
respuestas utilizando sentence stems como “Not only... but also...,” “Even though...,” “In
addition to...,” etc,, para afadir complejidad y variedad gramatical a tus respuestas, lo
cual es clave para obtener una mejor puntuacion en el TOEFL iBT.

Aqui tienes la lista de temas en inglés para que practiques construyendo oraciones
complejas utilizando los sentence stems anteriores:

Personal preferences:
o Do you prefer studying alone or in a group? Explain why.
* Do you prefer living in a big city or a small town? Justify your response.
Career choice:
¢ Why did you choose your current career? What are the advantages and
disadvantages of your choice?
« What is more important when choosing a job: salary or job satisfaction? Explain your
opinion
Use of free time:
« How do you prefer to spend your free time? Explain the benefits of your choice.
o |Is it better to spend free time exercising or relaxing? Why?
Education:
¢ What is more important in education: technical skills or soft skills? Justify your
opinion.
« Do you believe online learning is as effective as traditional in-person learning? Explain
why.
Impact of technology:
« How has technology changed the way we communicate? Provide examples.
* Do you think the use of social media is beneficial or harmful to society? Explain.
Climate change:
« What do you believe are the main causes of climate change? Explain your point of
view.
« What actions should be taken to reduce the impact of climate change? Provide
examples.
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