“ 7_.DAY PLAYBOOK "[r

HOW TO CONNECT
WITH YOUR TEEN
BEYOND SCREENS

With strategies that actually work!
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About SuParents

Welcome to SuParents

We've all seen how teens can be glued to their screens — the endless
scrolling, notifications and eye-rolls that make connection feel tricky.

This 7-day playbook is all about small, doable shifts you can make in
everyday moments — short conversations, side-by-side activities and
tiny gestures that slowly rebuild closeness with your teen.

Drawing from insights from psychologists, parenting experts and real-
life experience, SuParents provides practical strategies for parents
navigating the teen years. This playbook helps busy families create
meaningful connection — without drama or overwhelm.

Reminder: “Don’t aim for perfection. Aim for presence.”

Let's make these 7 days a chance to notice, connect and share little
moments — screens down, hearts open, connection growing.




Day 1: One Screen-Free Meal

Theme: Phones Down, Faces Up

Action: Have one meal today where all devices stay off the
table.

Why it works: Shared meals create a natural pause in the
chaos of life, giving teens a safe space to be heard.

Ask a simple question about their day — no follow-up needed, just listen and let
them lead.

Parent-Teen Connection

When parents show genuine curiosity and join teens in their interests, teens
feel seen, respected and understood. It reduces defensiveness, encourages
open communication and helps them feel emotionally safe. Over time, this
strengthens trust and makes teens more likely to share their thoughts and
feelings.

Tip: Sharing a meal without screens sets the tone for connection — it's about
being seen and heard.




Day 2: The 10-Minute Check-In

Theme: Short & Sweet Wins

Action: Set aside 10 minutes to ask your teen one question
about their day — just listen, don’t fix.

Why it works: Teens open up more when conversations feel
low-pressure and non-judgmental.

After-school During Walks

The first few minutes after school set Walking side by side takes the pressure
the tone — greet them with presence, off. No forced eye contact, no
not pressure. It shows your teen they distractions — just space for honest
matter more than grades or moods. words (or comfortable silence) to flow

naturally together.

Even 5-10 minutes of undivided attention anywhere can spark real connection.

Tip: Pick a quiet moment — after school, snack time or during a walk.



Day 3: Join Their World

Theme: Step Into Their Shoes

Action: Sit with your teen while they do something they enjoy —
music, gaming, art or sport.

Why it works: By showing curiosity without judgment, you build
respect and trust.

Connection grows when we step into their world — not pull them into ours.

How It Affects Teens:

When parents show genuine curiosity and join teens in their interests, teens
feel seen, respected and understood. It reduces defensiveness, encourages
open communication and helps them feel emotionally safe. Over time, this
naturally builds trust and encourages teens to openly share their honest
thoughts and feelings.

Tip: Ask one thoughtful question about what they're doing, then listen and
observe. The goal is to share space, not steer it.




Day 4: Everyday Activity

Theme: Connection in Motion

Action: Take a short walk together, or pair conversation with a
routine activity (cooking, chores, gardening).

Why it works: Moving or doing an activity side by side reduces
pressure and opens up natural conversation.

Car Ride Reset

Car rides aren’t just transit — they're
a hidden window into your teen’s
world. In the car, teens often feel less
“on the spot” and more willing to
share what'’s on their mind.

Walking side by side or doing chores together gives teens space to share — small
chats spark connection.

Tip: Keep it casual and collaborative, not critical.



Day 5: Screen Swap Ritual

Theme: Replace, Don’t Remove

Action: Replace one usual screen activity with a shared activity
— baking, puzzle, walk or short game.

Why it works: Offering an alternative rather than just taking
away screens reduces resistance.

Teens are more likely to cooperate and parents can enjoy quality interaction rather
than constant screen battles. The goal is presence and engagement, not control.

Why Offering an Alternative Works

Instead of simply taking screens away — which can feel like punishment and
spark resistance — offering a fun, engaging alternative helps teens transition
willingly. Whether it's a shared game, a walk, a quick creative activity, or a
small family project, the focus shifts from restriction to choice.

Tip: Make it playful and low-pressure — focus on presence over perfection.




Day 6: 5-Minute Night Check-In

Theme: End-of-Day Check-In

Action: Spend 5 minutes before bed with your teen — sit
together, listen, or ask a simple question about their day. No
screens, no advice, just presence.

Why it works: Teens are more relaxed at the end of the day.
This creates a safe space for open conversation and builds
consistency.

End the day with 5 focused minutes — 5-10 minutes of gentle presence before
sleep can help:

e Strengthen emotional bonds by showing your teen they are valued beyond
achievements or chores.

e Encourage reflection, giving teens the chance to process their day and
emotions safely.

Tip: Keep it short and gentle — even a quiet 5-minute moment strengthens trust
and connection.



Day 7: End the Week With Gratitude

Theme: Words That Stick

Action: Share one thing you appreciate about your teen — who
they are, not what they do.

Why it works: Teens internalize positive attention, strengthening
emotional bonds over time.

Closing the Week with Heart

It's so easy to let the week blur by
— rushing between school runs,
work and the daily chaos of
parenting teens. But pausing to
reflect on what went right (no
matter how small) shifts the tone
for both you and your teen.

Gratitude helps us:

o Reframe challenges as growth
opportunities.

e See the good in our kids, even
when conflict is loudest.

e Model resilience and positivity
— skills our teens desperately
need.

Maybe your teen shared a laugh
at dinner. Maybe you got 10 quiet
minutes together in the car. Maybe
you simply made it through a hard
week. That counts.

What's one small thing you're
grateful for this week in your teen
journey? Make sure to let your teen
know.

A few sincere words can deepen trust
and closeness.

Tip: Keep it genuine and specific — even small acknowledgments have lasting
impact.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK

Take a moment to notice the small wins this week — the laughter, the
conversations, the calm moments. These are your connection points.

WHAT SMALL IMPROVEMENT DID YOU NOTICE IN YOUR
TEEN THIS WEEK?

WHAT'S THE HIGHLIGHT OF YOUR WEEK WITH
YOUR TEEN?

WHAT'S SOMETHING YOU'RE GRATEFUL FOR ABOUT
YOUR TEEN?

NOTES & FREE THOUGHTS
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1 - Teens talk more when side by side

Car rides, walks, or cooking together reduce the
“spotlight” pressure of face-to-face talks.
Conversation flows naturally.

2 - Presence beats perfection.

Teens don’t need long speeches or perfect
plzms. Thcy need moments where you're fully
there. Even 5 minutes matters.

3 - Boundaries model self-respect.

Saying, “I'm putting my phone away at dinner,”

isn’t qut 1imiting screens — it teaches your teen
it’s o Kay (o set healthy boundaries too.

4 - Connection happens in micro-
moments.

Teens open up at the weirdest times — ropm at
the fridge, in line at Starbucks, or when you
least expect it. Stay present.

5 - Curiosity sparks conversation.

Instead of‘lccturing, ask about their world —
favorite shows, friends, memes, or music. Teens
feel valued when you notice their interests.

6 - Shared challenges build teamwork.

Doing small tasks together — cooking, puzzles,
or projects — builds teamwork. Teens open up
when you're “in it together,” not just supervising.

7 - Celebrate small wins.
Notice everyday successes — finishing homework,

trying som&hiﬁg new, or being kind. Teens
connect when you see and cheer for their efforts.




From Moments
to Momentum

Parenting teens is beautiful, messy and sometimes exhausting. Screens,
homework, social pressures — it's easy for connection to slip through the cracks.

But the small moments you've practiced this week? They matter. Every
conversation, every shared laugh, every quiet 5 minutes builds trust that lasts.

You've started your 7-Day Playbook —
now imagine a home where screens don’t
rule and you feel confident guiding your
family to:

Cut through digital chaos

Reclaim focus and calm

Reconnect daily in simple, natural ways

THE WMW/ Take the next step with the ParenTeen
n I G ITn nE'I'ux Digital Detox Plan — stop the daily screen
battles, bring calm and focus back into

PLAN

your home and use effective strategies to
A Family Guide to Reconnecting Beyond Screens

turn everyday moments into lasting,
ﬁm meaningful connection with your teen.

GRAB YOUR PARENTEEN DIGITAL DETOX PLAN HERE

“To raise resilient teens, start by nurturing the parent within.”
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