
This journey is as much about discovering yourself as it is about building a business. 
Allow room for growth, change, and lots of learning. Here's to turning your creative 
dreams into reality! Now go make some art (and money)!

Tool: QuickBooks – An accounting software 
geared towards small businesses for 
tracking expenses and managing finances.

Resource: "An Artist’s Guide to Pricing Consistently & For Profit" on Artwork 
Archive breaks down factors artists should consider, such as materials, 
time, and overhead costs, providing a clear method to calculate prices.
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Budgeting for Creatives: Keep the 
lights on and the paint flowing 
without financial stress.

Emergency Fund: A little nest egg to 
cushion any slow sales periods.

Pricing Strategies

Cost-plus Pricing: Cover your costs 
and then some. Remember, your 
time is valuable!

Market Comparison: Peek at what 
similar artists are charging but 
don’t sell yourself short.

Support from a Mentor

Mentorship: Find someone who’s 
been there, done that, and willing to 
guide you.

Accountability Buddies: Team up 
with a fellow creative to keep each 
other on track.

Platform: Etsy & Society6 – where 
artists can sell their work, prints, 
and merchandise.

Template: HubSpot’s Free 
Marketing Plan Template to help 
outline your marketing strategy.

Book: "Pitch Anything" by Oren Klaff – 
An innovative method for presenting, 
persuading, and winning the deal.
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Effective Sales Pitches

Elevator Pitch: Your art’s story in a 
nutshell, so captivating it would 
make someone stop and listen even 
during an elevator ride.

Benefits Over Features: Don’t just 
sell art; sell the transformation—how 
does owning your piece make life 
brighter?

Developing a Marketing Plan

Channels: Where do your potential 
buyers hang out? Instagram, local 
galleries, Etsy?

Content Strategy: From teaser 
posts to behind-the-scenes stories, 
plan content that hooks.

Collaborations and Partnerships: 
Link up with other creatives or 
brands to expand your reach.

Multiple Revenue Streams

Originals, Prints, Merchandise: 
Offer something for every level of 
collector.

Workshops & Tutorials: Share your 
process and inspire others, all while 
earning extra cash.

Licensing Deals: Get your art on 
products, from apparel to home 
decor.

Tool: HubSpot Buyer Persona 
Templates help you create 
detailed customer personas.

 Book: "All Marketers Tell Stories" 
by Seth Godin – Explores the 
power of storytelling in marketing.

Book: "Designing Brand Identity" by Alina 
Wheeler – A comprehensive guide to creating, 
building, and maintaining a strong brand.
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Building Brand Identity

Discover your "why": What drives 
your art? This is the heart of your 
brand.

Visual Identity: Logo, color scheme, 
and typography that resonate with 
your style.

Voice & Personality: Be the art 
friend everyone wants to chat with 
over coffee!

A Compelling Brand Story

Your Journey: Share the twists, 
turns, and splatters behind your 
creations.

Inspiration Sources: What fuels your 
creativity? Maybe it's the serene 
countryside or the bustling city life.

Connection Points: Relatable 
moments that make your audience 
say, “That’s so me!”

Defining Target Markets

Customer Personas: Sketch out who 
your art speaks to—is it the modern 
minimalist or the eclectic collector?

Customer Personas: Sketch out who 
your art speaks to—is it the modern 
minimalist or the eclectic collector?

Essentials for a Profitable Art Business

Marketing and Branding:
Finding your unique voice 
in a sea of talents.

Pricing: Valuing your work 
without underpricing or 
scaring off potential clients.

Sales Skills: Turning those 
"oohs" and "aahs" at your 
art into "I’ll take it!"

Common Struggles for Artist Entrepreneurs

Hey there, creative genius! Ready to transform your passion into a thriving business? 
Well, you’re in luck because we've got the ultimate cheat sheet to guide you on this 
exciting venture. Trust me, with a sprinkle of creativity and a dash of business savvy, 
you'll be on your way to making your art business a resounding success.

Artist Entrepreneurs Cheat Sheet
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