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Aurora and Wonders: A 14-Day Tasmania Itinerary for June

Escape the ordinary and immerse yourself in the natural beauty and celestial won-
ders of Tasmania during the enchanting month of June. Here’s a comprehensive
itinerary to guide your exploration of this breathtaking island, maximizing your
chances of witnessing the elusive aurora Australis.

Day 1: Arrival at Hobart

Arrive at Hobart International Airport (HBA) and check into your accommoda-
tion.

Explore the historic Salamanca Market for local crafts, souvenirs, and street food.
Take a sunset stroll through Battery Point, known for its charming Georgian archi-
tecture.

Day 2: Mount Wellington

Ascend Mount Wellington for panoramic views of Hobart and its surroundings.
Hike to The Organ Pipes rock formation for breathtaking natural sculptures.
Enjoy a leisurely lunch at The Springs Restaurant with stunning vistas.

Days 3-4: Freycinet National Park

Drive to Freycinet National Park (approx. 2 hours).

Explore Wineglass Bay, one of the world’s most beautiful beaches.

Hike to the summit of Mount Amos for panoramic park views.

Camp overnight at Hazards Beach Campground for potential aurora sightings.

Day 5: Maria Island

Take a ferry to Maria Island (approx. 30 minutes).

Discover the island’s diverse wildlife, including wombats, kangaroos, and seabirds.
Hike to the ruins of the Darlington Probation Station for a glimpse into
Tasmania’s convict history.

Day 6: Return to Hobart
Drive back to Hobart (approx. 2 hours).

Visit the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens for a showcase of native flora.
Take advantage of the city amenities for shopping, dining, and nightlife.



Day 7: Port Arthur

Embark on a day trip to the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Port Arthur
(approx. 90 minutes drive).

Learn about Australia’s convict past at the historic prison settlement.

Explore the nearby Remarkable Cave and Tessellated Pavement for geological
wonders.

Day 8: Huon Valley

Drive to the picturesque Huon Valley (approx. 30 minutes).
Visit the Tahune AirWalk for a unique perspective on the rain forest canopy.
Sample local produce at the Huon Valley Markets (held on Saturdays).

Days 9-11: Cradle Mountain-Lake St. Clair National Park

Drive to Cradle Mountain-Lake St. Clair National Park (approx. 3 hours).
Hike to Dove Lake for stunning views of Cradle Mountain.

Embark on the world-renowned Overland Track (daily sections available).
Camp overnight at Ronny Creek Campground for possible aurora viewing.

Day 12: Tarkine Wilderness

Explore the Tarkine Wilderness, one of the largest temperate rain forests in the
world.

Visit the Tarkine Forest Adventures for zip-lining and wildlife encounters.

Camp overnight at the Corinna Wilderness Village for additional aurora opportu-
nities.

Day 13: Penguin Island

Drive to Penguin Island (approx. 40 minutes).

Witness the incredible spectacle of hundreds of fairy penguins returning to shore
at dusk.

Take a guided tour of the island and learn about these fascinating seabirds.

Day 14: Departure

Depart from Hobart International Airport (HBA) with unforgettable memories of
Tasmania’s natural wonders and celestial displays.



Tips for Aurora Viewing:

1. June is peak aurora season in Tasmania, but sightings can be unpredictable.
2. Find locations with minimal light pollution and open skies.

3. Use an aurora app to track predictions.

4. Be patient and persistent; aurora displays can be brief or long-lasting.

5. Bring warm clothing and a tripod for photography.

Experience the magic of Tasmania’s natural wonders and embrace the possibility
of witnessing the awe-inspiring aurora Australis. This itinerary offers a perfect
blend of iconic landmarks, outdoor adventures, and opportunities for celestial
encounters, creating an unforgettable journey that will leave a lasting impression.

Journal:
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Before embarking, next step is to prepare:

Use the tips as a way to better understand how to prepare for travelling Tassie,
and consolidate which tips would be most helpful for the itinerary included.

Consider all options, adding additional items not there, that you can think of.

Notes:




75 Tips for an Unforgettable Aurora and Local Site Exploration in Tasmania;

June marks the ideal time to embark on an extraordinary adventure in Tasmania,
Australia, promising a captivating display of the celestial phenomenon known
as the aurora Australis and an array of enchanting local sites. Here are 75 tips to
consider for the journey:

Aurora Viewing:

1. Check the Aurora Forecast: Monitor the Aurora Service website or app for
up-to-date predictions.

2. Choose a Location: Head to remote areas with minimal light pollution, such as
Bruny Island, Freycinet Peninsula, or Cradle Mountain.

3. Face South: The aurora typically appears in the southern sky.

4. Be Patient: Allow ample time for viewing, as auroras can be unpredictable.

5. Protect Your Camera: Use a tripod and low ISO settings to capture stunning
images.

6. Stay Warm: Dress in layers to prevent hypothermia.

7. Avoid Bright Lights: Dim your flashlight or use a red filter to preserve night
vision.

8. Observe the Milky Way: The absence of bright city lights offers exceptional
views of the Milky Way galaxy.

9. Join an Aurora Tour: Consider guided tours for enhanced viewing experiences.
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10. Visit Hobart: Explore the vibrant capital city, featuring historical architecture,
museums, and art galleries.

11. Ascend Mount Wellington: Hike or drive to the summit for panoramic views
of the surrounding landscape.

12. Discover Salamanca Market: Peruse local arts, crafts, and culinary delights at
this iconic Saturday market.

13. Explore the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery: Uncover the state’s rich
history and contemporary art scene.

14. Stroll through the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens: Admire diverse flora
from around the world.

15. Visit MONA (Museum of Old and New Art): Experience contemporary and
provocative art in a unique underground setting.

16. Cruise the River Derwent: Take a scenic boat trip past Hobart’s waterfront
landmarks.

17. Drive to Richmond: Step back in time to this charming historic village.

18. Visit the Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary: Encounter native Australian animals,
including the Tasmanian devil.

19. Explore Freycinet National Park: Hike to Wineglass Bay and marvel at its
breathtaking coastal scenery.

20. Ascend Cradle Mountain: Embark on a scenic hike to the summit of iconic
Cradle Mountain.

21. Visit the Tarkine Rain forest: Discover ancient temperate rain forests and
diverse wildlife.

22. Whale Watch in Port Arthur: Spot Southern Right Whales during their
migration season (May-December).

23. Explore the Port Arthur Historic Site: Uncover the harrowing past of this
former penal colony.

24. Visit the Maria Island National Park: Hike through rugged coastal landscapes
and observe friendly wildlife.

25. Drive along the Great Eastern Drive: Experience a scenic coastal road trip
with stunning views.

26. Visit Launceston: Discover the northern city’s Cataract Gorge and Queen
Victoria Museum and Art Gallery.



Visit the Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park: Hike through pristine
wilderness and to the base of Cradle Mountain.

27. Ascend Mount Field National Park: Explore stunning waterfalls and lush
rain forests.

28. Visit the Bay of Fires: Admire the distinctive orange lichen-covered
rocks and pristine beaches.

29. Drive along the West Coast Wilderness Road: Witness spectacular coastal
scenery and rugged landscapes.

30. Visit Strahan: Embark on a scenic cruise of Macquarie Harbour and the
Gordon River.

31. Explore the Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park: Experience
untouched wilderness via hiking or kayaking.

32. Visit the Huon Valley: Discover orchards, vineyards, and charming
towns.

33. Drive along the Huon Highway: Explore picturesque lakes and lush
agricultural lands.

34. Visit Kingston Beach: Relax and enjoy seaside views just south of
Hobart.

35. Spend a Night in a Cabin: Book a cozy cabin in a national park for a
secluded escape.

36. Stargaze at St Helens: Witness brilliant night skies far from city lights.
37. Visit the Tasmanian Devils Unzoo: Learn about the conservation efforts
for Tasmanian devils.

38. Explore the Van Diemen’s Land Company: Discover the history and
architecture of this rural estate.



June is a prime time to visit Tasmania, Australia, to witness the breathtaking
aurora Australis (Southern Lights).

39. Book campsites in advance: June is a popular time, so secure your spot early.
Consider Freycinet National Park, Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park,
or Bruny Island.

40. Check weather forecasts: Tasmania’s weather can be unpredictable. Check
forecasts and pack appropriate clothing and gear.

41. Bring warm layers: June nights are cold. Pack thermal sleeping bags, warm
hats, and gloves.

42. Set up camp in sheltered areas: Avoid camping in exposed locations that may
experience strong winds.

43. Build a campfire: Campfires are a great way to stay warm and create a cozy
ambiance. Be sure to check with park regulations first.

44. Bring a headlamp: It’s essential for navigating campsites and trails after dark.
45. Use sleeping pads: They provide extra insulation and comfort.

46. Cook food over a camp stove: Open fires may not be allowed in certain areas.
47. Look for discounts: Check for off-season rates or special packages.

48. Practice Leave No Trace principles: Pack out everything you bring in and
leave campsites as you found them.



49. Bring non-perishable food: Pack snacks and meals that won’t spoil easily,
such as granola bars, crackers, and canned goods.

50. Purchase fresh produce along the way: Visit local markets or roadside stalls
for fresh fruit, vegetables, and other local delicacies.

51. Drink plenty of fluids: Dehydration can be a serious risk to the human body.
Drink plenty of water and electrolyte solutions when necessary.

52. Store food properly: Keep food in airtight containers to prevent wildlife from
eating your food.

53. Purchase local delicacies: Support local businesses by sourcing regional
specialties, such as damper bread, fresh seafood, tea or grass fed meat.

54. Be prepared for dining out: Tassie towns often have limited dining options.
Research and make reservations where possible.

55. Pack your own cutlery: Bring reusable cutlery to reduce waste and avoid
using disposable plastics.

56. Respect wildlife: Do not feed or approach wild animals. Secure food and
trash to prevent attracting them.

57. Dispose of waste responsibly: Look for designated bins or pack out your
trash to avoid littering.

58. Practice campfire cooking: Learn the art of campfire cooking to prepare
simple meals over an open fire, where possible.

(Challenge - Can you get to 100 Tips for Travelling Tassie?



59. Stay informed about weather conditions: Monitor weather forecasts and be
prepared for sudden changes.

60. Be aware of road hazards: Watch out for animals, road debris, and rough road
surfaces.

61. Lock your vehicle and valuables: Keep your car locked when unattended and
secure valuables out of sight.

62. Be cautious of strangers: Be wary of approaching strangers and avoid walking
alone at night.

63. Trust your instincts: If something feels wrong, trust your gut and remove
yourself from the situation.

64. Don’t overextend yourself: Avoid driving long distances, and at night on
unfamiliar roads, or when feeling tired. Take breaks and rest when needed.

65. Inform others of your whereabouts: Let someone know your destination and
estimated return time.

66. Carry a whistle or alarm: In case of an emergency or attack, a whistle or alarm
can attract attention.

67. Be aware of your surroundings: Pay attention to your environment and be
mindful of any suspicious activity or individuals.

68. Respect Indigenous culture: Be respectful of culture and traditions.

(On “Page15” use your Journal for, 100 Tips for Travelling Tassie challenge.
Are you’re up for the challenge?)
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Experiencing Local Culture, Walks and Delights:

69. Savor fresh Tasmanian produce: Indulge in delicious seafood, cheeses, and
beverages at local restaurants and markets.

70. Attend a festival or event: June hosts events like the Festival of Voices, Huon
Valley Mid-Winter Festival, Bicheno Beams and Table Cape Sound Walk.

71. Learn about the island’s history: Explore the convict sites, museums, and art
galleries to delve into Tasmania’s rich past.

72. Embrace the outdoors: Go bush walking, cycling, fishing, or kayaking to
experience the island’s natural beauty.

73. Visit a local farm:Get hands on, with agriculture and learn about Tasmania’s
agricultural heritage.

74. Meet the locals: Engage in conversation with locals to gain a deeper
understanding of Tasmanian life and culture.

“ And, add one for the tribe”

75.
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Disaster Scenario:

Use the scenario as a way to better understand how to prepare for an emergency.

Notes:




Disaster Scenario: Travelling the island of Tasmania during a freak storm

Age Level: 8+ years
Life Cycle:2 (LC.2)

Setting: Hobart, Tasmania, Australia

Disaster: Extreme Storm

Scenario:

It’s a stormy night in the remote Australian island of Tasmania. Ashley and her
family are visiting Tassie, for aurora Australis, landmarks and local attractions.
They’re having an adventure of a lifetime, hiking through the rugged landscape,

discovering ancient art, and admiring the breathtaking views of the aurora’s.

Suddenly, distant dark clouds roll in. The storm is moving fast, fanned by strong
winds and dark grey clouds, the storm looks to hit them with a heavy downpour.

Within minutes, the storm has arrived and the family return to their car, and start
to travel slowly to the nearby emergency point.



Disaster Scenario: Travelling the island of Tasmania during a freak storm

Panic sets in as the storm hits hard on the car. Huge hail stones crashed on the
surface of the windows and panels of the vehicle. The family knows they need to
get to the emergency point as quickly as possible, but given the weather, they had
to take it slow and cautiously on the road.

Response:

With their hearts pounding in their chests, Ashley and her family reach the
emergency point they had learned of before heading out that day. They grab their
belongings from the car, which were packed with essential supplies like water,
food, a first aid kit, and a map, and rushed to the building.

As they approach the emergency point, the hail stones gain in size and begin to
pound on them as they make their way to the brick building on the hill. While the
emergency point was only meters from their car, in that time it took to make their
way up, they got completely hail stone hammered, and drenched.

Ashley’s mother had prepared as much as she could before going out that day.
She checked the forecast and packed a life saver kit with first aid, food and H20.
She also suggested for everyone to wear water proof winter gear that morning,
just in case the storm was bigger than forecasted. It was a good thing they did!



Emegency:

As they reach the emergency point, they find it swarming with other tourists and
locals who have also been caught in the storm. Blankets, tea and coffee are being
handed out for those who got wet, to get warm as quickly as possible.

Ashley’s family stepped inside and were instantly greeted by a group of
volunteers offering their time to help anyone, caught in the storm.

Aftermath:

The family was relieved to make it there, unharmed. They spent the night in the
building. Makeshift stretcher beds were assembled in rows across one side of
the room, and a hot meal was offered for those in need by the kitchen. The next
morning, when they went outside they saw the road was flooded with water and
their car damaged by the hail stones. After several hours, the water subsided and
everyone left.

Learning Points:

1. Always be aware of your surroundings and potential hazards when travelling...
2. Educate yourself about emergency plans and procedures.

3. Pack essential supplies in a backpack that you can carry easily.

4. Stay calm and follow instructions in the event of an emergency.

5. Be prepared to make quick decisions and think creatively to ensure your safety.

Activity: Consider the scenario, and think about what more you could have done
to better your chances “if”” a similar scenario was to occur. While we hope and
plan for safe and drama free experiences, planning ahead for situations like these,
provides the best chances to be better equipped, should an emergency occur.

Use your journal to write your ideas, thoughts and strategies - moving forward.
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The best way to predict the future is to create yours.
Tassie Travel Teasers for Fun & Learning:

Tasmanian Treks and Mind-Bending Puzzles: A Family Adventure Awaits!

Tasmania, the island state of Australia, isn’t just about breathtaking landscapes
and charming towns. It’s also a treasure trove of unique experiences waiting
to be discovered, and what better way to engage your family than with some
mind-bending travel puzzles?

Turn your Tasmanian adventure into an interactive learning journey with these
brain-teasers that will ignite their curiosity and sharpen problem solving skills:

1. The Tasmanian Devil’s Mystery:

Description: Tasmania’s iconic Tasmanian Devil is a nocturnal creature known for
its powerful bite. How many teeth does a Tasmanian Devil have?

Hint: They’re called ‘devils’ for a reason!

(Their teeth are designed for tearing and ripping.)

2. Cradle Mountain’s Hidden Gem:

Description: Cradle Mountain, a stunning natural wonder, is home to a unique and

rare tree species. What is its name, and what makes it so special?
Hint: These trees are known for their ability to survive in harsh alpine conditions.

Answers:
1. Answer: Over 42!

2. Answer: The Huon Pine. They are incredibly slow-growing and can live for
thousands of years.



The best way to predict the future is to create yours.
Tassie Travel Teasers for Fun & Learning:

3. The Great Eastern Ranges Challenge:

Description: The Great Eastern Ranges are a network of interconnected mountain
ranges that stretch across Tasmania.

Can you name one (1) of the most popular hiking trails within these ranges?
Hint: One involves a stunning alpine lake, while the other boasts magnificent
waterfalls.

4. The Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary Riddle:

Description: Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary is a haven for rescued wildlife.

Can you guess which native Tasmanian animal is a marsupial, but also the world’s
smallest marsupial?

Hint: It’s known for its iconic red pouch!

Beyond the Puzzle:
These puzzles are just a starting point. Encourage your family to ask questions,
explore further, and dive deeper into the wonders of Tasmania. Engage them in

conversations about the history, culture, and environment of the island. Turn your
trip into a fun-filled Worldschooling journey that everyone will cherish forever.

Answers:

3. The Overland Track and the Freycinet National Park’s Wineglass Bay Walk.
4. The Eastern Quoll.
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Awesome Travelling Games to Play While Discovering Tasmania, Australia

To keep everyone entertained and engaged during those long drives, check out
these awesome travelling games that are perfect for ages 8 and above:

1.Alphabet Game

Start with the letter ‘A’ and take turns naming things you see in the car or out the
window that begin with that letter. Continue through the alphabet, challenging
each other to come up with unique words.

2. Number Guessing Game

One person chooses a number between 1 and 100 and keeps it a secret. The other
players guess the number by asking questions, such as ‘Is it greater than 50?” or
‘Is it an odd number?’ The first player to correctly guess the number wins.

3. Road Sign Charades

This is a fun twist on the classic game. Use road signs as inspiration for charades.
One person chooses a road sign and acts out the meaning without speaking. The
other players guess the sign based on their performance.

4. Road Trip Scavenger Hunt

Prepare a list of items or landmarks that players need to spot along the way. The
first player to find all the items on their list wins. This game encourages travellers
to pay attention to their surroundings and learn about landmarks along the way, in
turn becoming more familiar with their surroundings in a fun way.



5. 20 Questions

One player thinks of a person, place, or thing. The other players then take turns
asking questions to try and identify what it is. The player who guesses correctly
gets to choose the next item.

6. Story Time

Designate one person as the storyteller. They start a story with a few sentences,
and the next person continues by adding to the plot. The story can be funny,
adventurous, or educational, encouraging creativity and imagination.

7. Tassie Trivia

Prepare a list of trivia questions about Tasmania, including its history, wildlife
geography, and Aboriginal culture. Players can take turns answering the questions
and learn some fascinating facts along the way. (See pg 33 for more questions.)
8. Animal Safari

Create a list of different animals that could be spotted in Tasmania. As you drive
or hike, keep an eye out for the animals on the list. Award points for each animal
they find. Highest points wins, or first to an agreed amount (example:10), wins.
By incorporating these engaging games into your Tasmania travels, you’ll keep
entertained, stimulated, and learning more about this region of Australia in a fun

and interesting way, while on the move.

Add more games to your journal.
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57 Questions for Young Explorers Venturing into Tasmania, Australia

Tasmania, an island state off the south eastern coast of Australia, is a wonderland
of enchanting coastlines, rugged wilderness and mountains, and a rich history.
For young explorers eager to uncover its hidden treasures, here are 57 captivating
questions to unearth, for an iconic Tassie adventure:

Nature and Wildlife:

. What are the iconic animals that call Tasmania home?

. Where can you find the world’s largest population of wombats?

. What is the significance of the Tasmanian devil?

. What unique bird species inhabit the rain forests of Tasmania?

. Where can you witness the spectacular sight of migrating whales?
. Tasmania’s highest mountain is called what?

. What are the different types of vegetation found in Tasmania?

. What are the main threats to Tasmania’s biodiversity?
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History and Culture:

9. Who were the indigenous people to first live in Tasmania?

10. What was the role of Tasmania in the convict era?

11. Where can you visit the remains of Port Arthur?

12. What is the story behind the Franklin River Dam controversy?

13. Name (2) major industries in Tasmania?

14. What is Tasmania’s reputation for art, music, and food?

15. Name (1) famous Tasmanian who have made an impact on the world?

Adventure and Exploration:
16. What are the best hiking trails for all skill levels?

17. Where can you go sea kayaking or kayaking through stunning waterways?
18. What are the most scenic road trips in Tasmania?
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19. What are the top surfing and diving spots?

20. What is the Cradle Mountain-Lake St. Clair National Park known for?
21. What are the best places to witness the Southern Lights in Tasmania?

22. What are the most under rated natural attractions that visitors often miss?

Practical Considerations:

23. What is the best time to visit Tasmania?

24. What are the essential items to pack for a Tasmanian winter adventure?
25. How can you respectfully interact with the wildlife?

26. What are the safety precautions to take while hiking or exploring?

27. What is the currency of Tasmania?

28. What are the local customs and etiquette you should be aware of?

For the Curious and Observant:

29. What are the geological formations that have shaped Tasmania’s unique
landscape?

30. What are the different types of clouds you can see in the Tasmanian sky?
31. Name (1) of the most colourful wild flowers in Tasmania?

32. What is the significance of the “Tassie Devil” flag?

33. Name (1) unique plant found in Tasmania’s wetlands?

34. How do different climates of Tasmania support a diverse range of plants ?

Indigenous Culture

35. What are some of the traditional skills possessed by Aboriginal people?

36. How do Aboriginal people use the resources of the island for survival?

37. What are some of the cultural practices and customs observed by Aboriginal
people in Tasmania?

38. How can you learn about and Aboriginal culture while visiting Tasmania?

39. What is the importance of bush tucker (traditional Aboriginal food) in Tassie?



57 Questions for Young Explorers Venturing into Tasmania, Australia

For the Aspiring Explorers:

40. How can someone contribute to sustainable tourism in Tasmania?

41. Are there possibilities for research or conservation work in Tasmania?

42. Where are the best places to learn more about Tasmania’s natural heritage?
43. How can someone volunteer in Tasmania?

44. What are some challenges and rewards of being an explorer in Tasmania?

Adventure and Exploration

45. What are some of the best hiking trails in Tasmania?

46. Can you ride a horse in Tasmania?

47. What should you know about driving off-road in Tasmania?
48. How can you find hidden drinking water sources in Tasmania?
49. What are some tips for observing wildlife at a distance?

50. How can you make a fire safely in Tasmania?

Wonders and Surprises

51. What is the significance of aurora Australis?

52. Where can you see aurora Australis clearly at night?

53. What is the story behind the aurora Australis?

54. Have any aurora Australis sightings been reported in December?

Reflection and Appreciation

55. What have you learned about exploring Tasmania?

56. How has your understanding of Australia’s natural and cultural heritage
changed?

57. What is the most unforgettable experience you would like to have in the
Tassie travel adventure itinerary, and why?



Journal: When answering the questions in your journal, number them and continue.
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