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Redfish adapt to water temperature,

light levels, and bait migration. 

Spring and fall trigger aggressive

feeding. 

In contrast, extreme heat or cold

pushes them into deeper, more

stable and Cooler environments.

Why Redfish Behavior

Changes by Season

Key environmental factors:

Water Temp: Influences energy

levels and depth preference.

Tide Cycles: Trigger feeding

windows during water movement.

Bait Movement: Determines lure

match and where redfish stage.
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Seasonal Red Drum Bait

When Making Lure Selections Try using

the match the hatch Profile strategy.  

Understand what baitfish are prevalent

and in season and find lures that Mimic

the form, size, and color patterns.
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Best Red Drum Baits
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Best Live Baits For Red Drum

Menhaden / Bunker

Blue Claw Crab

Shrimp
Finger Mullet



When summer temps rise, redfish retreat to

cooler water:

Fish early morning or late afternoon

Target creek mouths, deeper troughs,

and ICW bends

Use crab or shrimp on Carolina rigs to

reach holding fish

How Do You Catch Redfish When

the Shallows Get Too Hot?

As summer temperatures soar, shallow

flats can become inhospitable for

redfish, prompting them to seek cooler,

more oxygen-rich waters. 

Understanding their

behavior and adjusting

your tactics accordingly

can lead to successful

catches even during the

hottest months.
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Blue Claw Crab Bait Prep

For Red Drum



Shrimp (Live Rigging) For Redfish

Use shrimp harnesses to avoid killing the bait

Rig under a popping cork or freelined with split shot

Keep shrimp lively and change water often

To Shop For Shrimp Harnesses

 10/30 Packs Fishing Hooks - Live

Shrimp Fishing Hooks

Ideal for Medium and Large Shrimp

Premium Carbon Steel Barbed Hooks 

2 Sizes of Rubber Bands

Split Shot to BARREL SWIVEL TO Leader and Shrimp Harness

Popping Cork Rig To Leader to Shrimp harness Shrimp Stay Lively and Last

Longer With Shrimp

Harness Rigs

VS 

directly Piercing Shimp Body

With the Hook

QR Code To

Amazon Link

QR Code To

Amazon Link

Unique Double Fishing Hooks

Live Shrimp Rig Holds Baits Firm 

Innovative Dual Hook & Shrimp

Back Hook Combo

Includes 6 /  2/0 Rigs
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Flourocarbon Leader 18" to 24"

and 25 to 30lb Test



Live Line A

Menhaden / Bunker

On a Popping Cork

Rig Near the Rocks

And Deep Water

around Jetties.

Popping Cork 

Circle Hook Rig
Live Menhaden aka Bunker

18" - 24" Flourocarbon Leader 25-30lb test

Fishing A Jetty For Bull Red Drum

Boat Position is Key

maintain your

Boat using a

Trolling motor

With a GPS or

applying the

Anchor / Spot

Lock feature.

Always be aware

of current, tide

and traffic
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Red Drum State Regulation, 

Slot Size. Bag Limits and 

Special Notes
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1. Pamlico Sound & Neuse River

Launch: Oriental or Goose Creek State Park

Hotspots: Creek mouths, potholes, grass beds

Tactic: Soft plastics + scented baits in late

summer/fall

2. Cape Lookout & Core Sound

Launch: Harkers Island or Beaufort

Hotspots: Tailing flats behind Cape Lookout

Tactic: Push pole + long casts to tailing fish

3. Wrightsville Beach & Masonboro Sound

Launch: Trails End or Wrightsville Beach ramp

Hotspots: ICW marsh drains, Whiskey Creek

Tactic: Walk-the-dog plugs at dawn

4. Cape Fear River & Bald Head Island

Launch: Snows Cut or Southport Marina

Hotspots: Rock walls, deep current seams

Tactic: Scented soft plastics and live bait on jigheads

Best Redfish Locations in 

North Carolina

Spring/Summer: Flood tides near Savannah and

Charleston

Fall: Cape Lookout and Pamlico Sound marsh creeks
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1. Winyah Bay & Georgetown Jetty

Launch: East Bay Landing, South Island Ferry

Hotspots: Jetty, Parsonage Creek

Tactic: Crab or mullet on the drop tide

2. Charleston Harbor & Rivers

Launch: Remley’s Point, Charleston City Marina

Hotspots: Ravenel Bridge, James & Daniel Island flats

Tactic: Flood tide sight casting + bridge bulls

3. Port Royal Sound & Beaufort

Launch: The Sands (Port Royal), Station Creek (Fripp)

Hotspots: Coosaw River bends, oyster points

Tactic: Soft crab, stealth kayak poling

4. ACE Basin & Edisto Island

Launch: Live Oak Landing, Dawhoo ramp

Hotspots: Penny Creek, Mosquito Creek

Tactic: Kayak/paddle-in spinnerbait fishing in fall

Best Redfish Locations in 

South Carolina

Spring/Summer: Flood tides near Savannah and

Charleston

Fall: Ace Basin, Edisto to Port Royal Sound, Beaufort 
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1. Savannah & Wassaw Sound

Launch: Thunderbolt or Hogan’s Marina

Hotspots: Bull River, Little Tybee shell bars

Tactic: Cork rig with shrimp near convergence tides

2. Sapelo Island & Doboy Sound

Launch: Shellman Bluff, Belleville ramps

Hotspots: Blackbeard Island, oyster drains

Tactic: Weedless spoons + drifted jerkbaits

3. Brunswick & St. Simons

Launch: Blythe Island Regional Park

Hotspots: Mackay River, Torras Causeway

Tactic: Cut crab on ledges, flood tide grass fish

Best Redfish Locations in 

Georgia

Spring/Summer: Flood tides near Savannah 

Fall: Sapelo Island, Doboy Sound Brunswick St

Simons
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1. St. Augustine / Matanzas Inlet

Launch: Devil’s Elbow, Butler Park East

Hotspots: Low tide pools behind dunes

Tactic: Push pole into backwaters, shrimp under cork

2. Mosquito Lagoon & Indian River

Launch: Haulover Canal, Oak Hill

Hotspots: Potholes, mangrove edges

Tactic: Weedless plastics + visual stalking

3. Tampa Bay / Fort De Soto

Launch: Fort De Soto Park, O’Neill’s Marina

Hotspots: Shell Key, grass bar edges

Tactic: Crab baits + cork rigs near tide seams

4. Pensacola Bay & Santa Rosa Sound

Launch: Shoreline Park, Big Lagoon

Hotspots: Bayou mouths, grass lines

Tactic: Jerk shads, shrimp, early topwater

5. Florida Keys (Islamorada / Marathon)

Launch: Whale Harbor, Duck Key

Hotspots: Long Key Bridge, flats south of Islamorada

Tactic: Cast to mangrove shadows, natural colors

Best Redfish Locations in 

Florida

Summer: Mosquito Lagoon and Indian River flats

Fall: St. Augustine through Jacksonville, oyster bars
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1. Mobile Bay / Dog River

Launch: McNally Park, Dog River Marina 

Hotspots: Grass edges, Dog River Bridge

Tactic: Cut crab and finger mullet

2. Bayou La Batre

Launch: Bayou La Batre Public Ramp

Hotspots: Shell edges, creek mouths

Tactic: Kayak/paddle in with shrimp or spinnerbaits

3. Weeks Bay

Launch: Fish River Boat Ramp

Hotspots: Submerged docks and points

Tactic: Shrimp under cork or paddle tails

Best Redfish Locations in 

Alabama

Spring: Biloxi Bay tidal cuts

Fall: Bayou La Batre drop-offs and creek mouths
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Best Redfish Locations in 

Mississippi
Spring / Summer:
Redfish hunt shallow along grass edges and
oyster bars in Biloxi Bay and Back Bay. Early
morning is best with popping corks or
spinnerbaits near bait-rich zones.
Fall:
As bait piles up in the Pascagoula River and
Grand Bay, redfish stage along creek mouths and
submerged shell. Bayou La Batre drop-offs and
creek intersections; fishing improves with lower
tides and clear skies.
Winter:
Target deep holes and tidal confluences around
Bayou Cumbest and Back Bay. Slow drag scented
plastics or soak crab on the bottom.

1. Biloxi Bay / Back Bay

Launch: Biloxi Small Craft Harbor

Hotspots: Dock pilings, oyster patches

Tactic: Tandem cork rig with shrimp

2. Pascagoula River & Grand Bay

Launch: Pascagoula WMA ramps

Hotspots: Deep bends near marsh mouths

Tactic: Troll jerkbaits or anchor with crab
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1. Venice & Mississippi River Deltas

Launch: Cypress Cove or Venice Marina

Hotspots: Roseau cane points, outer ponds

Tactic: Cut crab and gold spoons

2. Hopedale / Delacroix Marshes

Launch: Campo’s or Sweetwater Marina

Hotspots: Marsh ditches, grass lines

Tactic: Spinnerbaits + shrimp baits on flood tides

3. Lake Pontchartrain

Launch: Bayou Liberty, Seabrook

Hotspots: Bridges, canal entrances

Tactic: Jigged swimbaits, bait soakers on bottom

Best Redfish Locations in 

Louisiana

Year-Round: Venice, Hopedale marsh systems
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Best Redfish Locations in 

Texas

1. Galveston Bay Complex
Launch: Eagle Point, Texas City Dike
Hotspots: West Bay flats, reefs
Tactic: Cork/shrimp combos, weedless plastics

2. Port O’Connor / Espiritu Santo Bay
Launch: Clark’s or Froggie’s Marina
Hotspots: Matagorda Island back lakes
Tactic: Drift & sight-fish with crab imitations

3. Rockport / Aransas Bay
Launch: Copano Causeway, Cove Harbor
Hotspots: Redfish Bay, Estes Cove
Tactic: Early topwater, midday soft crab rigs

4. South Padre / Laguna Madre
Launch: Port Isabel, Adolph Thomae Park
Hotspots: Rattlesnake Bay, Cullen Cove
Tactic: Long-leader fluorocarbon sight-fishing

Spring / Summer:
Redfish flood shallow grass flats in West Galveston Bay,
Aransas Bay, and the Laguna Madre, and Sabine Lake marshes.
Look for tailers on calm mornings and fish weedless paddle
tails or shrimp under corks.

Fall:
Aggressive redfish school up around Port O’Connor,
Matagorda Island, and Rockport back lakes. Also Port Aransas
jetties and passes. Mullet migrations create explosive bites
near spoil islands and deeper grass edges.
Winter:
Fish retreat into deeper troughs in South Padre, Copano Bay,
and channels near Texas City. Slow, bottom-oriented
presentations with crab or shrimp pay off in colder temps.
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BEFORE YOU GO.  

GRAB YOUR FREE COPY OF:

THE ANNUAL STRIPED BASS

MIGRATION GUIDE

SCAN QR Code 

FOR YOUR FREE GUIDE 

A MUST HAVE FOR

EVERY FISHERMAN
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SCAN QR Code 

FOR Amazon Book Link

Love Seafood?  

Get A Copy of my NEW

Seafood Cookbook
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