ETSY SEO
CHECKLIST

THE DIGITAL FREEDOM

READ THIS BEFORE YOU START SELLING ON ETSY



f| From Overworked Engineer to Thriving Digital Product Seller...

Just a short while ago — December 2023 to be exact — | knew absolutely nothing
about digital products.

Honestly, | didn't expect much. | was simply curious and desperate for change.
At that time, | was working as an engineer for five years — long hours, endless
deadlines, and barely enough energy left for my family.

| was paying bills, surviving, but deep down, | knew | didn't want to spend my
whole life doing the same routine every single day.

So, | started learning — experimenting, doing trial and error, watching countless
YouTube tutorials. | made mistakes, wasted hours, but | kept going.

Then one day, it clicked.
Sales started rolling in. Not overnight — but consistently enough to make me
realize this was real.

It wasn’t a “get rich quick” scheme. It was an honest, low-cost, and doable way to
earn online — even as a busy mom.

Fast forward to 2025, | made one of the biggest decisions of my life: | left my
corporate job and fully committed to building my digital product business. That
decision changed everything.

Now, I'm here to help others do the same — especially those who feel stuck, tired,
or crave freedom from the 9-5 grind.

Whether you're a mom, a side hustler, or someone starting from scratch, | want
you to know this:

You're not too late.

You can build a flexible, profitable income online — even if you have no idea
where to start.

That's exactly why | created The Etsy Success Blueprint — to give you the roadmap
| wish | had when | was starting out.



BEFORE YOU LIST
Lay the groundwork with strategic keyword research before you
create your listing.

(O conduct thorough long-tail keyword research using multiple
tools:

e Use at least 3—-5 word phrases that buyers are likely to type
when searching. Long-tail keywords are more specific and
have less competition, which increases your chances of
ranking.

e Google Trends: Compare the popularity of different keywords
over time to see what's trending and whether interest is
growing or declining.

e Etsy Gift Mode Categories: Use Etsy’s “Gift Mode” filters and
categories to discover popular and seasonal phrases shoppers
are using.

O Select 3—-5 strong keyword phrases:
e Choose a mix of high-search and low-competition long-tail
phrases that accurately describe your product and match
buyer intent.

O Identify a primary keyword phrase for the listing:
e Pick the strongest keyword phrase (with high relevance and
decent search volume) to use as your main search term, which
will anchor your SEO strategy for that listing.
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TITLE
Craft an optimised and buyer-friendly title to increase your
listing's visibility.

O Include long-tail keywords (each 3-5 words):
e Incorporate at least 2-3 long-tail phrases that describe the
product’s use, material, audience, or occasion. This helps your
product appear in a wider range of searches.

(O Place the main search phrase at the beginning of the title:
e Etsy gives more SEO weight to words at the beginning of your
title. Front-loading your strongest keyword boosts visibility in
search results..

(O Use different focus keywords for each listing:
e Diversify your SEO strategy by targeting different sets of long-
tail keywords per listing. This helps your shop appear in a wider
variety of searches and avoids internal competition.
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TAGS
Use all available tag slots wisely to maximise your reach in Etsy
search.

(O Tags match real, high-traffic Etsy search phrases:

e Don’t just describe the item—use phrases that buyers are
actually typing into Etsy. These are often different from how you
might describe the product internally.

(O No guessing — every tag is validated using Etsy autocomplete:

e Double-check that each phrase you use as a tag appears in
Etsy’s autocomplete suggestions. This ensures you're aligning
with real buyer behaviour and increasing your discoverability.

(O Add relevant keywords not used in the title:
e Include useful descriptors or audience-focused tags that didn't

fit naturally in your title, like “UK shop,” “gift for uncle,”
“handmade Christmas gift,” or “eco-friendly decor.” These help

broaden your reach without repeating title content.
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DESCRIPTION
Write descriptions that convert browsers into buyers and
support Etsy’s SEO.

(O start with the main keyword(s) in the first 1-2 sentences:
e Etsy’s algorithm scans the top of your description to help
match your listing to searches. Begin with a clear sentence
that includes your primary keyword naturally.

O Use complete, natural, and helpful sentences (not keyword
stuffing):
e Your description should read like a conversation with a
potential customer. Explain what the product is, how it’s used,
and why it's special—without cramming in unrelated keywords.

(O Highlight key benefits and ideal recipients or uses:

e Think like a shopper: explain how this item improves their life or
makes a great gift. Mention the use case (e.g., “minimalist
home,” “small space decor”) and audience (”great for new
moms,” “perfect for college students”).
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PHOTOS
Great visuals build trust and increase conversions—optimize
every image slot.

O clear, well-lit, cropped square images:

e Use high-resolution photos (ideally 2000px x 2000px) with bright,
even lighting. Ensure your product is centre and the image is
cropped square to display correctly in search results and
thumbnails.

O First image is clean and uncluttered:
e The primary photo should clearly showcase the product on a
neutral or simple background. Avoid busy scenes that distract
from the item, as this image is what shoppers see first.

O Alttext added (optional, helps with Google SEO):
e |f possible, add descriptive alt text to each photo using relevant

keywords. This can help your listing appear in Google Image
Search and improves accessibility.
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LISTING SETTINGS
Fine-tune your listing's backend settings to support search
visibility and shopper trust.

(O choose the most accurate category (first Etsy suggestion):
e Always select the top suggested category that best fits your
product. This ensures your item appears in the right search
filters and categories.

O Fill out all relevant attributes (but only ones that apply):
e Attributes like material, colour, style, occasion, and recipient help
match your product with filtered searches. Don’t select options
that don't truly reflect the item.

(O Accurate processing time listed (faster = better ranking):
e Set arealistic and truthful processing time. Etsy often boosts
listings that can ship quickly, especially for holiday and last-
minute gift buyers.
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AFTER LISTING GOES LIVE
Boost visibility and monitor performance to stay competitive.

(O check listing impressions after 1week:
e Monitor impressions to see if your listing is getting seen. If
impressions are extremely low, it may indicate keyword or
category misalignment.

O Track your conversion rate (healthy = 2% or higher):
e Your conversion rate (sales + visits) gives insight into listing
quality. If under 2%, evaluate your photos, pricing, or customer-
facing copy.

(O Add listing to seasonal gift guides or boards:
e Feature your product in holiday or occasion-themed collections
to boost seasonal relevance—either on Etsy, your own site, or
Pinterest boards.

(O Review tags and title only if traffic is low after 30-60 days:
e Give listings time to gain traction. Only make SEO changes if
impressions remain low after 1-2 months—too-frequent edits
can reset listing momentum.
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Building a profitable Etsy shop doesn’'t happen overnight—it grows
with patience, creativity, and the willingness to keep improving.
With this checklist, you're already one step closer to standing out,

attracting the right buyers, and turning your ideas into consistent
sales.

Keep creating, keep learning, and celebrate every cha-ching—each
one means your shop is growing and your dream is taking shape.
You've already started something amazing. Now it's time to take it

further.

»* Ready to go deeper?
Explore my Etsy Success Blueprint 2025 — a step-by-step course
designed to help you build, grow, and scale your Etsy shop with
clarity and confidence.

Plus, you'll get access to free resources, SEO tips, and personalized
shop audit options to guide you every step of the way.

Etsy Success Blueprint 2025



https://www.thedigitalfreedom.shop/etsysuccessblueprint

