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This eBook peels back the curtain on the hidden world of tile
secrets that interoir designers have been keeping from you.

We'll take you on an exciting journey through five revelations
that will leave you both informed and entertained, ready to
take on your next tiling project.

Tiles are often overshadowed by more glamorous aspects of
interior design. But they are the unsung heroes that can
transform your living spaces in surprising ways. 
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SECRET #1 - SIZE
MATTERS

Tiles are more than just a practical choice for flooring and walls; they're a
canvas for your design dreams. You might be amazed to discover that the
size of your tiles can manipulate the very essence of space.

With fewer grout lines and uninterrupted
patterns, your eyes wander freely, making
the room seem boundless. Smaller tiles,
on the other hand, add a cozy and
intimate ambiance to your space. They
create a sense of enclosure, perfect for
creating that snug corner where you can
curl up with a book or chat with friends
over a warm cup of tea.

The Art of Illusion: One of the most
remarkable aspects of tile design is its
ability to create the illusion of space.
Interior designers have mastered this art,
and now you can too. Larger tiles are like
magic wands for your room. They open it
up, making it appear more spacious and
airy.

This not only makes the room feel
more expansive but also simplifies
maintenance. Smaller tiles, in
contrast, introduce more grout
lines, which can give a tactile and
visually engaging quality to your
surfaces.

The Science Behind It: Let's delve
into the science of tile sizes. Large
tiles require fewer grout lines,
reducing visual clutter and
creating an uninterrupted flow.



Trends and Inspiration: Tile size trends
have evolved over the years, and today, it's
all about personalization. You're no longer
restricted to one size fits all. Mix and match
different tile sizes to create a dynamic and
eye-catching look. In the world of interior
design, there are no strict rules, only
limitless possibilities.

SECRET #1 - SIZE
MATTERS

As you venture further into the world of tile design, remember that
your choice of tile size can be a powerful tool to shape the mood
and functionality of your spaces. Whether you're aiming to expand
the perception of space or create cozy corners for relaxation, tile
size is your secret weapon. So, the next time you're planning a
tiling project, take a moment to consider the size of your tiles and
watch as your space undergoes a magical transformation right
before your eyes.

Customizing the Space: The choice of tile
size is more than just an aesthetic decision;
it's a tool for crafting your ideal
atmosphere. By understanding how tile
size influences perception, you can tailor
your space to fit your needs. For a studio
apartment, larger tiles can help maximize
the sense of space, while in a family room,
smaller tiles can create a snug and inviting
environment.



Grout, often an afterthought in the world of tiles, is a versatile artist's palette
waiting to be explored. What may seem like a mere necessity can wield
tremendous power over your tile design, and this secret is something
designers have been keen to keep hidden. Let's unlock the potential of grout
and how its colour can revolutionize your tile projects.

The Unsung Hero: Grout, traditionally seen as a utilitarian element used to fill
the gaps between tiles, is vastly underestimated. But in the hands of a
designer, grout becomes a key player in the visual symphony of your space.
The colour of grout can make or break a design; it has the power to transform
your tile surfaces dramatically.

Creating Contrast: One of the most powerful techniques involving grout is
using a contrasting colour to your tiles. This approach can make each tile stand
out, defining their individuality. The result is a dynamic and eye-catching
pattern that grabs attention. For example, white tiles with black grout can
create a striking and dramatic look, while light tiles with dark grout can add a
sense of depth and texture.

Blending for Continuity: On the flip side, grout can also be used to create a
seamless and continuous appearance. Matching the grout colour to the tile
colour, or choosing a shade very close to it, creates a unified, monolithic
surface. This technique is ideal for those looking to achieve a serene, unbroken
expanse, whether in bathrooms, kitchens, or even on walls.

Manipulating Perception: Grout colour can be a magician's wand when it
comes to altering the perceived shape of your tiles. Dark grout lines can make
tiles appear smaller and create a more intricate mosaic effect, while lighter
grout can visually enlarge the tiles and bring a feeling of spaciousness. This
manipulation of perception is an art form used by designers to achieve specific
design goals.

Wielding Grout Like an Artist: Armed with the knowledge of how grout
colour can impact your design, you can now wield this tool with confidence. It's
not just about filling gaps; it's about creating a story on your floors and walls.
You are the artist, and your space is your canvas.

SECRET #2 - THE POWER
OF GROUT



The world of tile design is more than a simple matter of choosing tiles; it's
where art and science converge in a mesmerizing dance of pattern and
precision. Laying tiles isn't just about technicalities; it's an art form where you
can create a lasting impact on the aesthetics of your space. Prepare to enter
the designer's secret playbook as we reveal classic and bold tile layout patterns.

SECRET #3 -WHERE ART
MEETS SCIENCE

Beyond the Ordinary: Tiles need not be
confined to traditional, monotonous layouts. The
choice of tile layout patterns is where you can
transform a mundane space into a work of art.
From classic patterns like herringbone to daring
ones like chevron, the possibilities are endless.
The way you arrange your tiles can set your
space apart and make a powerful statement.

Herringbone: Timeless and elegance
the herringbone pattern is a timeless
classic. Its distinctive V-shaped
arrangement creates a sense of
movement and adds an air of elegance
to any room. Whether used for
hardwood floors or tiles, herringbone
brings an element of sophistication
that can't be ignored. It's a choice that
transcends trends, making it a valuable
addition to your design arsenal.

Chevron: A Bold Statement: If you're
looking to make a bold and daring
statement, the chevron pattern is your
go-to choice. Similar to herringbone, it
forms a V-shape, but the key difference
is that the chevron pattern aligns
perfectly, creating a striking,
continuous zigzag. This pattern adds a
dynamic energy to your space, making
it ideal for areas where you want to
leave a memorable impression.



The Art of Precision: Laying tiles in
these patterns demands precision,
patience, and attention to detail. But
the end result is a visual masterpiece
that captures the essence of your
space. Whether you're a homeowner
embarking on a DIY project or
collaborating with a professional
designer, understanding tile layout
patterns will ensure your space stands
out from the rest..

Versatility and Creativity: The magic of
tile layouts is their versatility. These
patterns can be applied to various
materials, from ceramic and porcelain to
natural stone and even glass. Mixing
materials and combining different
patterns can result in visually stunning
effects that are uniquely your own.

Choosing the Perfect Layout: When
choosing a tile layout, consider the mood
and atmosphere you want to create.
Herringbone patterns can add a touch of
classic charm to a room, while chevron
layouts bring a sense of drama and
modernity. The decision depends on your
personal style and the character of the
space you're working with.



Your Tile, Your Style: Your tile choice should reflect your style and lifestyle.
Whether you're aiming for practicality, luxury, or a blend of both,
understanding the qualities of each material empowers you to make an
informed decision.

Tiles are not just visually striking; they're a symphony of materials, each with its
own unique qualities. While ceramic tiles might be your go-to, there's a
dazzling array of options from ceramic to porcelain, glass, and natural stone. It's
time to decode the mystery of tile materials, helping you choose the right one
for your project. 

Ceramic: Versatile and Budget-Friendly: Ceramic tiles are like the Swiss Army
knives of the tiling world. They're versatile, budget-friendly, and available in an
array of colors, sizes, and patterns. Whether you're tiling a kitchen, bathroom,
or any room in your house, ceramic tiles are a dependable choice. Their
affordability and low maintenance make them a top pick for many projects.

Porcelain: Durability Redefined: Porcelain tiles are like the superheroes of the
tile world. They're incredibly durable, moisture-resistant, and suited for both
indoor and outdoor applications. If you need a tile that 
can withstand high foot traffic and resist stains, porcelain
 is your ally.  With a vast range of styles, including 
wood-look  and marble-look options, you can achieve a 
sophisticated look that's built to last.

Glass: Elegance and Transparency: Glass tiles are the 
jewels in the world of tile materials. They bring elegance, vibrancy, and a
luminous quality to your space. While they're not ideal for floors due to their
fragility, they excel in creating eye-catching backsplashes, accents, and feature
walls. Their reflective properties add a touch of opulence that's hard to match.

Natural Stone: Timeless Beauty: If you're looking to infuse your space with
timeless beauty, natural stone tiles are your answer.
 From the warm hues of travertine to the rich veining
 of marble, natural stone adds a touch of nature to
 your design. While they require more maintenance 
and a higher budget, the unique, one-of-a-kind patterns
 and textures they offer are simply irreplaceable.

SECRET #4 - MORE THAN
MEETS THE EYE



As you dive deep into the world of mixing and matching tile styles, remember
that it's not just about decorating; it's about storytelling. Each combination
creates a narrative that defines your space. Whether you're aiming for a
timeless and elegant blend or a bold and adventurous mosaic, the power to
shape your surroundings is now in your hands. 

The Elegance of Mixing Materials: One of the most captivating aspects of tile
design is the ability to mix and match various materials. You can blend the
warmth of wood-look tiles with the opulence of marble-look tiles, creating a
visually stunning contrast that speaks volumes about your style.

The Power of Color and Pattern: Mixing and matching also involves the
interplay of color and pattern. By combining tiles with different hues and
patterns, you can create visually engaging surfaces. Striking contrasts or
gradual transitions, it's all within your reach.

Texture and Dimension: Adding texture to your design is like adding spice to a
dish. The dimension can breathe life into your space. Tiles come in various
textures, from smooth and glossy to textured and matte. Incorporating these
elements adds depth and character to your interior.

Size Matters, Even in Mixing: You've learned about the impact of tile size in
Secret #1, and it's equally essential when mixing and matching. The
juxtaposition of different sizes can create a sense of order and playfulness in
your design.

Breaking Boundaries: Interior designers love to break boundaries by mixing
and matching, and so can you. By embracing the art of combining materials,
colors, patterns, and sizes, your space will truly stand out as a masterpiece.

Inspiration and Experimentation: Take inspiration from design magazines,
Pinterest boards, or even nature. Don't be afraid to experiment; sometimes the
most captivating designs come from pushing the envelope.

Reflecting Your Personality: Mixing and matching isn't just about aesthetics;
it's about expressing your personality through design. Your space should
reflect your tastes, preferences, and the essence of who you are.

SECRET #5 - THE ART OF
CREATING MASTERPIECES



 (BONUS)-MAINTENANCE AND
LONGEVITY

Repairs and Replacements: Accidents happen, and sometimes, tiles may get
chipped, cracked, or damaged over time. Knowing how to make minor repairs
or replacements is a valuable skill. Keep some extra tiles from your initial
installation, so you can seamlessly replace damaged ones without
compromising your design's integrity.

As you've uncovered the five secrets of tile design, there's one more essential
aspect to address: the art of maintenance and ensuring your tile design stands
the test of time.

Visit or call Classic Tile Galleria for extended help on how to design your home,
utilize our in-house interoir design Ashlyn Tucker who can assist you in turn
your house into a dream home. 

Still need help?

03 9080 1309
Phone:

467 Mt Alexander Road
Moonee Ponds 3039

Store:

Grout Care: Grout, while often
overlooked, plays a significant role in
maintaining the integrity of your
design. Ensure that the grout lines are
well-maintained and periodically
sealed to prevent staining and
discoloration. Properly cared-for grout
keeps your design looking fresh and
vibrant.

Sealing and Cleaning: To keep your tile
design looking as stunning as the day it
was installed, regular cleaning and sealing
are paramount. Depending on the type of
tile material, there are specific cleaning
methods and sealing schedules you should
follow. This not only enhances the beauty
of your tiles but also extends their lifespan.


