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Prerequisite Stuff









How to Read Tabs



Fret Numbers

Time —



Chord Hand
Chord Symbol

G

Fret Numbers

Time —



Getting In Position






E, A, D strings

7 Finger 2 - B

—
r" - ,/-.




Thumb Contact:
On the side, where your thumb and pinky touch
Fingers 1, 2, 3 Contact:

Tips of the fingers



Optional:

- Using Pinky (4) for
support




The Picking
pattern



1. Low Position Pattern

Chords with bass note on E string:
G, E, Em, E-based bar chords



LOW - Just Thumb

G
00O




LOW -T &1

G
00O




Thumb + Fingers 1 & 2

LOW-T&1&2

TTTTT




2. Middle Position Pattern

Chords with bass note on A string:
C, A, Am, A-based bar chords



MIDDLE - Just Thumb

X

C
O O




MIDDLE -T &1

C
X O O




Thumb + Fingers 1 & 2

TTTTT




3. High Position Pattern

Chords with bass note on D string:
D, Dm, F

(The whole Picking Hand position shifts down one
string)



HIGH - Just Thumb

D
X X O




Thumb + Finger 1

TTTTTTTTT




Thumb + Fingers 1 & 2

TTTT
0




PICKING PATTERN
changes with each new
CHORD POSITION

(Low - Middle - High)



If the chords are In the
SAME POSITION,
the picking pattern
STAYS THE SAME

(ex: G to Em, both Low Position),



Troubleshooting



It's Hard to Change Between
Chords and Keep the Picking Pattern

¥ Break Chord Progressions into 3 Phases

1. Thumb only
2. Thumb & Index
3. Thumb & Index/Middle



These exercises

gradually increase In difficulty
and make position changes
feel smoother.



1. Thumb Only
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2. Thumb & Index Finger
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3. Thumb, Finger 1 & Finger 2

LOW
IR R R N N N AR B A T A
MIDDLE
IR IR R N R AR N N AR T A
HIGH
T A A I T R T T A N T B




4. Thumb Only

LOW MIDDLE MIDDLE HIGH
G C C D
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5. Thumb & Index Finger
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6. Thumb, Finger 1 & Finger 2
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It Feels
Really Slow

¥ Do the BPM
Stair-Climb
Exercise

Practice with a
metronome

Set at a slow pace
(60-70 BPM)

Raise the BPM by
10 at a time
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let's Learn a Classic
Song Using Travis
Picking

The verse of “Landslide” (Fleetwood Mac)



The Chord Hand
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A GUIDED ROADMAP TO HELP YOU GO FROM

A PLATEAUED BEGINNER TO A HIGHLY STYLIZED FOLK GUITARIST

GUITAR LESSONS WITH JAMES | FOLKGUITARMASTERCLASS.COM



50+ Acoustic Guitar Super Powers

100+ "Play-Along with Me" Video Lessons
17+ Hours of Guided, Step-by-Step Learning

Weekly Live Group Lessons

PILLAR 1 PILLAR 2 PILLAR 3 PILLAR 4
E}Eﬁﬁfﬂ’l‘#ﬁpmk FOLK ORNAMENTATIONS FOLK CHORD VOICINGS TRAVIS PICKING

GUITAR LESSONS WITH JAMES | FOLKGUITARMASTERCLASS.COM

PILLAR 5
EXPRESSIVE FINGER
STRUMMING




FOLK GUITAR MASTERCLASS

& &

Welcome!

James Downes | Guitar START HERE
Lessons with James

= -
— WELCOME!

p— START HERE

~ Dramentations

WATCH THIS FIRST!

el , ' Pillar: Rick Strumming
e N \ MODULE 2: LOW/HIGH STRUMMING (PART 1)

P — ¢ James Downes | Guitar
~ Finger Strumming T Lessons with James

TRAINING VIDED

~ Weltome

~ Pick Strumming
O L Stremming Dynamics
© L Low/High Strumming (Part 1)
3. 16th Kote Pendulum Strumming
¢ 4. Chord Change Anticipation
© 5. Low/High Stremming (Part 2) _—
O B. Bass Melodies (Pick Strumming) ' L . I 5 :
© 7. 5trumming Transitions . - g i gy ey H
© 8. Palm Muting (for Resoaance) -
© 9 Muting (For Bampening) TR I T O T T T
O 10, Travis Sousd with a Pick

GUITAR LESSONS WITH JAMES | FOLKGUITARMASTERCLASS.COM



TRY ITWITH A
7-DAY FREE TRIAL

e Immediate access to the full curriculum
e Get a quick subscription reminder on Day 6
e 30 Day MoneyBack Guarantee

48 HR BONUS - REG. 529

THE EASY 3-STEP GUIDE TO PLAYING
CLEAN CHORDS WITH LESS FINGER PAIN

e Eliminate buzzes/plunks
e Change chords faster
e Avoid long-term injury

GUITAR LESSONS WITH JAMES | FOLKGUITARMASTERCLASS.COM
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‘Thank you for this masterclass and community. It's life-changing.”
+ Katie Lyn (student) «

H}' was Hurwh 4#«,5_ /;’I“l&h!d’n.fd Se ‘f’h:‘;}

bl-'."}' :Jﬂ"""f !m_I'J mequﬁ_} {.‘I’l.ﬂ.-f;"{ LD F e ‘ﬁr ;i-.h

"[Enrolling] opened a whole new world for me... new friends, new connections, new
paths, new ideas.

| feel like | am so much better now than | was Week 1, in so many ways.
| can't even say how shocked | was by how good it was. Honestly, | was blown away.

| shouldn't say this, but you could probably charge more for it

» Jim Vickers (student) «

M} Lu.lr-id LutS S‘dil,-:f “u ek Mare
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‘| was playing the same 3 to 4 chords the same way over and over again. Now
my band has said I'm much more confident in my guitar playing.

We've been playing for 15, 20 years. And all of a sudden theyre they're noticing
the difference.’

« Dave Kohler (student) «

GUITAR LESSONS WITH JAMES | FOLKGUITARMASTERCLASS.COM




The Masterclass is always growing, just like you...

RECENTLY ADDED BONUS COURSES

Unshakable

THE
Home Recording

J umpstart

FOR SOLO SINGER-SONGWRITERS

A QUICHSTART GUIDE FOR RECORDING RELEASE-READY

THE
TRAVIS PICKING

ACCELERATOR

14 Album Quality
Play-Along Tracks




— ——

Together, we'll unlock the soul of your acoustic...
with a roadmap that covers every essential technique

Check out how the Folk Guitar Masterclass compares:

-4 Boutigue experience: specialized attention and feedback

4 New courses/workshops added regularly
4 Weekly live coachings call with James

o4 Only for acoustic folk guitarists / singer-songwriters

o4 Small community of awesome supportive people

> GUITARTRICKS.COM
> GUITARTRICKS.COM
> GUITARTRICKS.COM
> GUITARTRICKS.COM
> GUITARTRICKS.COM



START YOUR 7-DAY FREE TRIAL
Feel how rad it is to have someone guiding you
through a proven step-by-step path to playing
with emotional expression, like your heroes.

STEP TWO

GET YOUR FIRST QUICK WIN
Hop in, choose the path that's best for you

(I help you decide!),
stack your first three wins

STEP THREE

GET FEEDBACK FAST
1. Ask directly in the course portal
2. In the Community space
3. On a Live Coaching Call

GUITAR LESSONS WITH JAMES | FOLKGUITARMASTERCLASS.COM




EXPLORE & LEARN FOR 7 DAYS, FREE

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

CANCEL ANY TIME SAVE 35% ($12.49 p/month)

$19 $149

PER MONTH PER YEAR

ALL PLANS INCLUDE: o FRees

e Five Pillars Curriculum . ’004}11
e Sync'd Tabs & Play-Along Videos .

e Weekly LIVE Group Lessons

e Fast Q&A Support

e Private Community



48-HOUR BONUS

e Eliminate buzzes/plunks
———— e Change chords faster

e Avoid long-term injur
» — @ g jury

¢

By James AM. Downes

The easy 3-step guide to playing beautiful, clean guitar chords with less finger pain



Online Folk Guitar Lessons

THE FOLK GUITAR
MASTERCLASS

The Missing 5-Pillar Roadmap That Finally Gets
Acoustic Guitarists Unstuck

HOP IN WITH A 7-DAY FREE TRIAL [PLUS FREE GIFT!]




