PLANNING THE MOVE TO SPAIN
SECTION 12

Planning the Move
to Spain

DISCLAIMER: While we strive to provide the most accurate and up-to-date
information possible, this module serves as a general guide and should not be
considered legal or professional advice. Your specific situation may require
additional or different steps depending on the region of Spain.



Relocating to a new country involves numerous logistical challenges
that require careful planning and preparation. Moving to Spain is no
exception, and proper organization of your physical relocation is
crucial for a smooth transition into your new Spanish lifestyle.
Transporting your belongings across international borders, bringing
your beloved pets, and navigating Spanish customs regulations can
seem overwhelming at first. However, these challenges can be
managed effectively with methodical planning and the correct
information.

This module will guide you through the essential aspects of physically
relocating to Spain. We'll explore how to select the right international
moving company for your needs, provide practical packing strategies
to protect your possessions, outline the current requirements for
bringing pets into Spain, and explain the customs regulations you'll
need to follow when importing your personal belongings.

Understanding these processes in advance and creating a detailed
timeline for your move, you'll minimize stress and potential
complications. This preparation will allow you to focus on the
excitement of beginning your new chapter in Spain rather than
worrying about logistical hurdles.

Let's begin by examining how to research, evaluate, and select the
moving company that will safely transport your possessions to your
new Spanish home.



Choosing a Moving
Company and

Packing Tips

WWW.GLOBALCITIZENLIFE.ORG



Choosing a reputable moving company with international experience is crucial when
relocating to Spain. Here's how to find and evaluate potential movers:

Research and Verification

e Look for companies with specific experience moving to Spain and EU countries

 Verify credentials through organizations like FIDI (International Federation of
International Movers), IAM (International Association of Movers), or AMSA
(American Moving and Storage Association)

e Request references from clients who have moved specifically to Spain

e Check online reviews on multiple platforms, paying attention to feedback about
international moves

Obtaining and Comparing Quotes
* Request at least three detailed quotes from different companies
e Ensure quotes include a visual survey of your belongings (in-person or virtual)
e Compare quotes based on services offered, not just price
e Clarify what's included: packing services, materials, loading/unloading, customs
clearance assistance, storage if needed
e Understand the difference between binding and non-binding estimates

Shipping Options

e Sea freight (container shipping): Most economical for large moves, typically takes 3-
6 weeks to Spain

e Air freight: Faster but significantly more expensive, ideal for essential items

» Consolidated shipping: Your items share container space with others, reducing costs
but potentially increasing transit time

e Door-to-door service vs. port-to-port: Full-service options eliminate logistics
headaches but cost more

Insurance and Protection
* Never rely solely on the basic liability coverage offered by movers
e Purchase comprehensive moving insurance that covers full replacement value
e Document everything with photos and videos before packing

Create a detailed inventory with values for insurance purposes

Understand claim procedures and timelines



Packing Strategies
for International
Relocation
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Timeline Planning

e Start packing non-essential items 6-8 weeks before your move date
* Create three categories: ship to Spain, store in the home country, sell/donate
e Pack room by room with clear labeling in both English and Spanish

Essential Packing Materials and Techniques

e Use sturdy, double-walled boxes for international shipping

e Consider climate differences—Spain's humidity can affect wood furniture and certain
materials

e Use appropriate wrapping for fragile items: bubble wrap, packing paper, foam
corners

e Disassemble furniture when possible, keeping hardware in labeled bags

e Use vacuum bags for clothing and linens to save space

e Wrap electronics in anti-static materials and pack them in original boxes if available

Items to Pack Separately for Imnmediate Access

e Create a "first-week" box with essentials you'll need immediately

e Pack important documents separately and carry them with you

e Consider shipping a small air freight package with urgent items if your main
shipment will take several weeks

Downsizing Recommendations

e Electrical appliances may require expensive converters or not work properly—
consider purchasing new ones in Spain

e Furniture styles and sizes often differ in Europe—measure your new Spanish home
before deciding what to bring

e Heavy winter clothing may be unnecessary in many Spanish regions

e Items readily available in Spain at reasonable prices may not be worth shipping

By carefully selecting your moving company and following these packing strategies,
you'll create a solid foundation for a successful move to Spain while potentially saving
money and reducing stress during the transition.



Managing Pets
During Relocation
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Moving to Spain with your pets requires careful preparation to ensure they meet all
entry requirements. As an EU member state, Spain follows standardized European pet
travel regulations, though there may be additional considerations depending on your
country of origin.

All dogs, cats, and ferrets entering Spain must be microchipped with an ISO
11784/11785 compliant 15-digit chip. This identification must be implanted before or
simultaneously with the rabies vaccination. Your pet needs a valid rabies vaccination
administered after microchipping, with the vaccine recognized by the EU and given
according to manufacturer guidelines. For first-time vaccinations, you must wait 21
days after administration before entering Spain.

Your veterinarian must complete an EU Animal Health Certificate (AHC) within 10 days
of travel. For those coming from the UK, US, or Canada, this document is essential and

must be endorsed by the relevant government veterinary authority in your country. The
certificate verifies your pet's identity, vaccinations, and treatments.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS FOR YOUR PET

When planning your pet's journey to Spain, you'll need to decide whether to bring it in
the cabin, as checked baggage, or as cargo. Each airline has specific policies regarding
pet transport, including carrier requirements, weight limits, and breed restrictions.
Research these policies thoroughly before booking.

For in-cabin travel, your pet must typically fit in a carrier under the seat in front of you.
This option is usually limited to small animals weighing less than 8-10kg, including
their carrier. Larger pets generally travel in the temperature-controlled cargo hold,
either as checked baggage on your flight or as separate air cargo.

The carrier must be sturdy, well-ventilated, leak-proof, and large enough for your pet
to stand, turn around, and lie down comfortably. To reduce stress, familiarize your pet
with the carrier weeks before travel. When booking, consider flight duration and
connections—direct flights are strongly preferred to minimize stress on your pet.



ARRIVAL AND ADJUSTMENT IN SPAIN

Upon arrival in Spain, customs officials will check your pet's documentation. If
everything is in order, you'll be able to proceed. However, be prepared for the
possibility of additional inspections or questions.

Finding pet-friendly temporary accommodation is crucial if you haven't secured a
permanent residence yet. Many hotels and short-term rentals in Spain accept pets,
though they may charge additional fees. When booking, search specifically for "pet-
friendly" or "mascots permitidas" options.

Once settled, register your pet with a local veterinarian as soon as possible. This step is
essential for ongoing healthcare because Spain requires dogs to be registered with the
municipal pet registry (Censo Municipal de Animales Domésticos) within three months
of arrival. Many municipalities also require dogs to be registered in the Andalusian
Registry of Companion Animals (Registro Andaluz de Identificacién Animal, or RAIA).

ADJUSTMENT PERIOD AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

Allow your pet time to adjust to their new environment. Changes in climate,
surroundings, and routine can be stressful for animals. Maintain as much consistency
as possible in feeding and exercise schedules.

Spain has a different pet culture from that of many non-EU countries. Dogs are
common in public spaces, including many restaurants and some shops, but they're
expected to be well-behaved. In many urban areas, dogs must be leashed, and owners
must clean up after them. Fines for not following these rules can be substantial.

Be aware that some Spanish housing communities (especially rental properties) may
have pet restrictions. Verify these policies before finalizing housing arrangements.

Properly preparing your pet for travel and understanding Spanish requirements and pet
culture can ensure a smooth transition for your furry family members as you begin your
new life in Spain.



Customs
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Importing
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When relocating to Spain, understanding the customs regulations for importing your
personal belongings is essential to avoid delays, unexpected costs, or even
confiscation of items. As a non-EU citizen moving to Spain, you can import your
household goods and personal effects duty-free under certain conditions.

The key to a smooth customs process is proper documentation and timing. To qualify
for duty-free importation, you must have owned and used your belongings for at least
six months before your move. Additionally, you must import these items within one
year of establishing residency in Spain.

Required Documentation

To clear your belongings through Spanish customs, you'll need to prepare a
comprehensive set of documents:
1.Passport - Original and copies showing your entry stamp or visa
2.NIE (Numero de Identidad de Extranjero) - Your Spanish foreigner identification
number
3.Residence permit or visa - Documentation proving your legal right to reside in Spain
4.Certificado de Empadronamiento - Registration certificate from your local town hall
(must be obtained within 90 days of arrival)
5.Comprehensive inventory - A detailed list of all items being imported, categorized
by room and with approximate values, translated into Spanish
6.Bill of lading or airway bill - Provided by your moving company
7.Declaration of Transfer of Residence (Declaracién de Cambio de Residencia) - A
specific customs form declaring you're moving your residence to Spain

The inventory is particularly important and should be thorough yet strategic. Spanish
customs officials may inspect your shipment to verify it matches your inventory. Be
aware that new items (less than six months old) may be subject to import duties and
VAT (Value Added Tax), currently at 21%.

RESTRICTED AND PROHIBITED ITEMS

Like all countries, Spain restricts or prohibits importing certain items. Understanding
these limitations before packing is crucial:

Prohibited items include narcotics, illegal drugs, pornographic materials, counterfeit
products, and certain plants or plant products.

Firearms and ammunition, certain medications, alcohol (limited to personal
consumption quantities), tobacco products, and certain food items are restricted and
require special permits.

Bring only a three-month supply of medications for personal use, along with
prescriptions and a doctor's letter. You'll need authorization from the Spanish Agency
of Medicines and Medical Devices for larger quantities of controlled substances.



VEHICLE IMPORTATION CONSIDERATIONS
Importing vehicles to Spain deserves special attention due to complex regulations and

potentially high costs. To import a vehicle duty-free, you must have owned and used it
for at least six months prior to the move.

The vehicle must comply with European technical standards or undergo modifications to
meet these standards. This often involves changing headlights, emissions systems, and
other components, which can be expensive.

Additionally, you'll need to pay registration tax (Impuesto de Matriculacion), which
varies based on CO2 emissions (0-14.75% of the vehicle's value), plus annual road tax
(Impuesto sobre Vehiculos de Traccidn Mecanica).

Given these complications and costs, many expatriates find selling their vehicle more
practical before moving and purchasing a new one in Spain.

WORKING WITH CUSTOMS BROKERS

While some moving companies offer customs clearance services, consider hiring a
specialized customs broker (agente de aduanas) who is familiar with relocation
shipments. These professionals can:

e Prepare and submit the necessary documentation

e Communicate with customs officials on your behalf

e Advise on duty and tax implications

e Expedite the clearance process

e Helpresolve any issues that arise



A good customs broker can significantly reduce stress and prevent costly delays,
especially if you're not fluent in Spanish. Your moving company can often recommend
reputable brokers they've worked with previously.

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Electrical appliances from non-EU countries may face compatibility issues in Spain,
which uses 230V/50Hz power supply and Type F (Schuko) outlets. While voltage
converters exist, they're not ideal for long-term use with major appliances. Consider
which appliances are worth bringing versus replacing in Spain.

When shipping valuable items like artwork, antiques, or jewelry, obtain appraisals and
additional documentation to establish their pre-owned status and value. Photographs
with date stamps can be helpful.

Finally, build flexibility into your timeline. Customs clearance can take anywhere from a
few days to several weeks depending on the port of entry, current volume, and
completeness of your documentation. Having contingency plans for temporary
accommodation and essential items will reduce stress during this period.

By understanding and carefully preparing for Spain's customs procedures, you can
ensure your belongings arrive safely and legally at your new Spanish home with minimal
complications.



