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Making AI Work for You! 
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What do you think about using AI to make your life easier and
promoting student success?

‹#›

Excited and Eager to Learn Fearful and AnxiousCurious and have an open mind 
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Where are you on this your AI journey?

• I enjoy trying out all the new cool tools!

• It’s probably another fad that will pass.

• I’m afraid that it will take over and I will be out of a job!

• I’ll let others deal with it and I want to just keep doing things 

as I’ve been doing them. 

• I’m scared of it’s impact.

• I’m excited about the opportunities it offers!

• I find it totally overwhelming and don’t know where to start.

• I’m worried our kids won’t develop essential skills.

‹#›
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• Overcome obstacles 
• Maximize the love of learning
• Prepare students for a successful 

future
• Help with productivity
• Reduce anxiety, stress & frustration
• Make our own lives easier and more 

efficient

‹#›

Benefits of Using AI
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• Privacy
• Nurture skill development and learning
• Minimize impact of disabilities
• Take advantage of interests and 

strengths
• Enhance productivity- save precious 

time
• Start slowly- minimize overwhelm

‹#›

Approach Thoughtfully- minimize potential harm
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• Executive Functioning
• Emotional Regulation
• Self-advocacy
• Reading comprehension
• Writing
• Math
• Attention and focus
• Studying

■

• Social skills

• Communication

‹#›

What student skills that could use some help?
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Technology with AI is not new..

We already use it for…
● Captioning

● Translating

● Online searching

● Reading text aloud

● Predicting words

● Contextual spell checking

● Speaking to type

‹#›
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Help students access the curriculum, show 
what they know, and be engaged in learning

Help adults overcome barriers to succeed at 
work and be more productive

‹#›

Universal Design - Built in Assistive Technology Tools- AI
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It can get overwhelming fast! 

 TheresAnAIForThat.com

• Start with the lowest hanging fruit- 

easiest to implement- broadest positive 

impact

• Cautious experimentation with privacy 

safeguards

‹#›

So many options! 
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Focus on features to support student needs

10

http://www.innovativespeech.com


www.innovativespeech.com
‹#›

Highly impactful AI powered tech to explore…
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AI Support for Executive Functioning

Difficulty with

• organization

• time management 

• task initiation

• breaking projects into smaller chunks

• self-regulation

‹#›
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Goblin Tools

• A collection of small, simple, single-task tools, mostly designed to help 
neurodivergent people with tasks they find overwhelming or difficult. 

• No login required
• Free online. 
• The mobile app costs a few dollars
• Get creative
• https://goblin.tools/Privacy

‹#›
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AI Support for Reading

• Low vision

• Dyslexia

• ADHD

• Language learners

• Reduced memory

‹#›
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All devices can read aloud for free!

The process depends on the device, 
operating system and format of the 
material

• Devices- computers, phones and 
tablets

• Browsers- Edge, Chrome and Safari
• Word processors- Word and Google 

Docs
‹#›
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Immersive Reader

● Read Aloud- while highlighted

● Change the voice and speed

● Change text preferences

● Grammar Tools- parts of speech 

and syllables 

● Reading Preferences- line focus

● Reading Coach

‹#›

1. Select View 
2. Select immersive 

Reader
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Read aloud on iDevices

• Settings > Accessibility > Spoken Content
• Speak selection- select text then touch “speak”
• Speak screen- swipe down with two fingers from the 

top of the screen and then press play 
• Apple support for reading text aloud

‹#›

Speak Selection
Speak Screen
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Enhance Readability- Declutter the screen

‹#›

• Remove ads
• Adjust font size and type
• Customize color
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Google Lens

• This free app / feature uses the camera on a tablet 

or smartphone

• On iOS use the Google app and tap on the Lens 

icon.

• Take a picture of text in environment (a sign, book, 

handout)

• Search> Select Text > Listen
•  It reads it out loud immediately! It can also 

translate.
‹#›
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Read and Write for Google by Texthelp

‹#›

• Read&Write 

• Free text to speech feature forever for everyone

• Free premium version for teachers

• Works in Chrome and Edge

• Joined forces with Don Johnston two years ago

• Can customize the toolbar 

• Chrome Extension

• Edge Add-on

• https://www.texthelp.com/pricing/
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Read&Write Toolbar

‹#›

• Text-to-Speech with dual color highlighting 

• Rewordify- simplify the readability of onscreen text

• Screenshot Reader will read many types of inaccessible text

• Screen masking

• Translator

• Practice reading aloud

• Simplify- de-clutter web pages 

g
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Magicschool.ai

‹#›

• Free for educators

• iKeepSafe- Ferpa, COPPA, 

93% privacy score from 

Common Sense

• Pricing

• For educators:

⚬ Decodable Texts

⚬ Text Leveler / Text 

scaffolder

⚬ Text dependent 

questions
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Magicschool for Students

‹#›

• MagicSchool for Students

• Teachers configure launch for 

student use

• Summarize It! (summarize-it-s) 

• Text Proofreader 
(proofreader-s) 

• Real World Connections 

(real-world-connections-s) - This 

tool can generate real-world 

examples to increase student 

investment.
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Diffit for Teachers

‹#›

• Use existing curriculum or 

generate standards-aligned 

content with cited sources. 

• Choose grade and create 

differentiated resources

• Get student ready activities

• Pricing 24
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How can the Generative AI apps help with Reading?

‹#›

• ChatGPT 

• Microsoft Copilot 

• Anthropic Claude 

• Google Gemini 

• Perplexity - Conversational search engine 25
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Using Large Language Models with Students

‹#›

• ChatGPT- not for children under 13 or those under 18 without parent 

permission

• Teacher can guide use with the students

• Similar to internet safety lessons- we need to teach generative AI safety.

• It’s best if user already knows the content- so can check for accuracy

• Let’s teach how to interact with the tool- analyze content, check validity, stay 

in control

• Compare different responses- Gemini, ChatGPT, Copilot

• Test out validity together

• Come up with strategies/ skills for prompting
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Getting started with ChatGPT

• Go to  https://chat.openai.com/ 

‹#›
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Chat GPT Prompts- to support reading

• “Please summarize this article and simplify the content 

so a 5th grade student can understand it.” 

• “Please create an outline of this article and create 5 

bullets for key ideas.”

• “Summarize the following text approximately  500 

words.”

• “Provide a concise summary of the book……. In an easily 

understandable format highlighting the themes.

• “Please suggest a few books I might like to read that are 

similar to ….
‹#›
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Support for Writing

Low vision

Dysgraphia

Arthritis

English isn’t primary language

Poor spelling and grammar

ADHD- can’t take notes and 

focus/ learn at same time

‹#›
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Mainstream Device Accessibility

All current computers & mobile 
devices can turn your speech 
into text 

Less focus on spelling and 
mechanics

‹#›

Windows logo + H

Mac- Fn Fn

Microphone icon or
Search + d

Shortcuts for dictation on 
computers
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Dictation in MS Word 365 

‹#›
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Voice Typing in Google Docs

‹#›
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Teaching writing by talking

‹#›
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Promote Clear Speech with complete sentences in a quiet environment
.

Teach verbal punctuation, commands and keyboard shorcuts

Encourage consistent practice 

Emphasize proofreading and editing

It’s helpful to start with an outline to organize thoughts

http://www.innovativespeech.com


www.innovativespeech.com

Read&Write for Google by Texthelp

‹#›

• Offers great features to support writing

• Speech-to-text

• Word prediction- merged with co-writer

• Voice note- audio recording- 60 sec.

• Customize the toolbar
34

http://www.innovativespeech.com
https://www.texthelp.com/products/read-and-write-education/


www.innovativespeech.com

• Speech to Audio

• Great for providing auditory 

instructions as well as feedback

• Students can talk and not be 

distracted by text

• Works well with students who have 

“nonstandard” speech

• Can embed audio in Canva creations

Mote

‹#›
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VoiceItt

Speech recognition for non-standard speech
Works with Chrome as an extension- requires an 
account
A form of AAC for communicating with others An AT 
tool for dictation and home automation. 
Works with Alexa.

‹#›
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Note taking/ study tools

‹#›

• Focus on learning- capture info

• Follow up and supplement notes

• Timestamps with text or symbols for future reference

• Need permission to record

• Otter.ai

• Glean

37

http://www.innovativespeech.com
https://otter.ai
https://glean.co


www.innovativespeech.com

Potential Ways Generative AI can help with writing

Brainstorm Ideas
Check spelling and grammar
Help write an outline
Help writing an email for a job
Provide feedback to improve writing
Help find informational Sources
Always need to check accuracy
Customize - Fine tune

‹#›
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Teach students to be critical consumers

• Teach student how to enter a prompt to get an 
outline for an essay

• Have everyone do it in class
• Or use generative AI to ask for a bio of someone 

they know
• Review how to evaluate the content ‘
• Is this really what you want to be writing about? 

What is good? What isn't good?’ 

‹#›

39

http://www.innovativespeech.com


www.innovativespeech.com

Support for Challenges with Speaking and Hearing

Language differences and disorders
Voice disorders
Autism
Hearing Impairment
Speech Challenges

‹#›
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Mobile phones- Instant captioning and Live speech

iPhone iOS 17 -
Live speech

• Type what you want to say and have it 
spoken out loud in Facetime and phone 
calls.

Live Captions 
• spoken dialogue is turned into text and 

displayed in real time on the screen
• Captions can be shown to help follow the 

audio in any app such as facetime and 
when listening to podcasts. 

• Use in live conversations
‹#›
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Mobile phones-

iPhone iOS 17 -
Personal Voice

• Create a synthesized voice that sounds like 
your own.

• Use to speak in Facetime, phone calls, AAC 
apps and in-person conversations.

‹#›
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Supplemental teaching- tutoring

ADHD
Learning Disabilities
Memory Challenges
Teacher shortages
Intellectual disabilities
Brain Injuries

‹#›
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Learning Assistant

KhanMigo-

$4  a month for students/ families

Guides learners to find answers themselves

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9JreE4HmtNA

‹#›
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Khanmigo

Text Leveler
Refresh My Knowledge

‹#›
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Khan Migo In-depth video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnIgnS8Susg

‹#›
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School.ai

Spaces- aligned to common core state standards

‹#›
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Create images with AI to help with memory/ new learning

Design customized visual aids tailored to different 
learning styles or accessibility needs 
● Canva

• Magic Write- Online AI Text generator
• Whiteboard for study guides or taking notes

● DALL-E3 included with ChatGPT
● Adobe Firefly

‹#›
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Additional great AI tools for educators

• Eduaide- design lessons, generate customized learning materials, offer 
meaningful feedback

• Brisk Teaching- chrome extension. get help with curriculum, feedback, 
differentiation and more.

• Curipod
• Quizzizz
• Mindmeister
• Brainpop
• IEP Assistive Technology Tools

‹#›
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Incredible Resources for Using AI with Students

‹#›

● AI Literacy Lessons for Grades 6-12, Common Sense 

Education

● Rubric for Evaluating AI Tools In Education- Eric 

Curts, ControlAltAchieve.com

● The US Department of Education Guidance on 

promoting and ensuring greater access to assistive 

technology (AT) for k-12 students with disabilities. 

(free course on ATIA)

● How to integrate AI into the Curriculum- Evergreen 

school
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Please share in chat:

What did I miss?
What piqued your interested? 
Pick one new AI tool to pursue 
and let us know why you chose 
it and how it may help you.

‹#›
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• Tech tools can either help or hinder productivity and 

learning

• We need to stay informed and understand the pros 

and cons as therapists, educators, parents & 

advocates.

• Schools and employers need to establish clear rules

• Parents should become familiar with the tech

• The future of education and work are changing!

‹#›

Take Home Message
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New Tech Life Inner Circle Membership

Join for:
•  Live Tech support Q&A sessions 

on Zoom
• Live Tech Challenges/ virtual 

workshops (recorded)- to help 
you become more tech savvy 

• Library of presentation 
recordings and digital 
downloads

techlifeinnercircle.com
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Free Private Facebook Group - IST Tech Savvy Solutions

Let’s help each other. 
Everyone is welcome to 
join!! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ISTTechSavvySolutions/

Just answer a few questions
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Pick a time for Joan to call you to figure 
out your next steps toward becoming 
more tech savvy!
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