
by Your Name

Fund Your Art: 
A Quick Guide to Grants & Fellowships



Introduction

The Grant Landscape: Where's the Money?

Artists often miss opportunities simply because they don't know where to look. Here's a

breakdown of the primary funding sources available:

1. Institutional Grants

Museums and galleries often offer project funding for emerging artists

Universities and colleges provide fellowships, even for non-students

Art centers and collectives frequently run smaller, more accessible grant programs

2. Government Funding

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) offers various programs

State arts councils provide region-specific opportunities

Local arts commissions offer community-based funding with less competition
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My $30K Story

As an artist balancing creativity with a full-time

job, I understand the challenge of finding time

and resources to pursue your passion. Within 18

months, I successfully secured over $30,000 in

grants and fellowships while maintaining my day

job, funding that transformed my artistic

practice and laid the foundation for Artchieve.

"

This guide shares the essentials of my approach to help you take the first steps toward
funding your own creative journey.



3. Private Foundations

Family foundations dedicated to arts and culture

Corporate arts initiatives supporting diverse creative voices

Donor-advised funds focused on community development through arts

4. Identity-Based Opportunities

BIPOC-focused grants specifically supporting minority artists

Discipline-specific funds for your particular medium

Career stage grants targeting emerging artists (there’s even some for established artists only!)

Finding Opportunities: Where to Look

Bookmark these essential resources for regular

grant hunting:

1. Artwork Archive - One of the most comprehensive database

of grant opportunities

2. CAFE.org - Global network of artist residencies and

associated funding

3. New York Foundation for the Arts (NYFA.org) - Extensive

listings beyond New York

4. Creative Capital (creative-capital.org) - Both grants and

professional development resources

5. Your state arts council website - Often overlooked local

opportunities

PRO TIP:Set a calendar reminder for the 1st of each month to

spend 60 minutes reviewing current opportunities.

Consistency is key!

© ARTCHIEVE.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

02



Building Relationships: The Hidden Key to Funding

Grants aren't just about paperwork, they're about RELATIONSHIPS. Here's how to build

meaningful connections:

Attend funder information sessions (virtual or in-person)

Follow program officers on professional social media**

Volunteer to serve on grant panels when possible

Thank funders publicly when you receive support

Submit thorough, timely reports for any funding received

Remember: Today's $500 grant could lead to next year's $5,000 fellowship if you nurture the

relationship.

Timeline: Your First Funding Year

Month 1: Research & Planning

- Identify 10-15 potential opportunities that align with your work

- Create a master calendar of deadlines

- Begin gathering core application materials

Month 2: Develop Your Core Materials

- Write your artist statement and biography (you can reuse these! I even have about 2-3 

   different versions that say the same thing but it has a bit of a uniqueness to each one!)

- Update your CV/resume with an emphasis on artistic achievements (focus on high level)

- Organize and document your portfolio professionally (be creative yet concise- provide clarity)

Month 3: First Application Submission

- Start with a smaller, local opportunity to build confidence

- Allow 2-3 weeks for preparation and refinement

- Have at least one trusted colleague review before submission
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CASE STUDY: How I Secured My First $10K

My breakthrough came with a $10,000 project grant from my state arts council. Here's

exactly how it happened:

1. Research: I spent hours studying previously funded projects on their website

2. Relationship: I attended a virtual information session and asked thoughtful questions

3. Preparation: I started my application 6 weeks before the deadline, not 6 days

4. Feedback: I had three different perspectives review my application:

- A fellow artist who had received this grant

- A non-artist who could assess clarity

- A professional grant writer who spotted technical issues

5. Follow-through: After receiving funding, I provided regular updates to the program officer

where I was able to build a relationship that led to additional opportunities

The result wasn't just $10,000, it was CREDIBILITY that opened doors to further funding

Months 4-6: Build Momentum

- Submit 2-3 carefully selected applications

- Begin networking with funded artists and 

   organizations

- Attend at least one grant information session

Months 7-12: Refine and Expand

- Incorporate feedback from any rejections

- Target increasingly competitive opportunities

- Begin strategizing multi-year funding plans
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BONUS: Quick start: What to Do Today

1. Spend 30 minutes researching your local arts council website

2. Set up a dedicated email folder for funding opportunities

3. Create a simple spreadsheet to track application deadlines

4. Schedule 2 hours this week to update your artist statement

5. Connect with one funded artist in your network to learn from their experience

6. I’ve spent 5 years creating a database of funding opportunities and I’m not gatekeeping.

Interested? Check out

www.Artchieve.org to access it today!

The difference between funded and unfunded artists isn't talent, it's persistence and

preparation. Every rejection brings you closer to understanding what funders want, and every

application strengthens your ability to articulate your vision.

Remember: Each "no" is just one step on the path to "yes."

I created this guide because I believe that financial resources shouldn't be the barrier between

passionate artists and meaningful work. With strategic planning and consistent effort, you can

fund your creative practice while building a sustainable artistic career.

Now, go make your art happen. The world needs it!
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Want more resources to build
your art business?

Artchieve.org

Visit Artchieve.com for our complete library of courses,
templates, and mentorship programs designed specifically for
artists ready to transform their creative passion into a thriving

business.

https://www.artchieve.org/

