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Trust yourself and letyourself play. You'vegot this!

I t ' s  N i c e  t o  M e e t  Y o u !

H i !  I ’ m  K a r i ,  a n  a r t i s t ,  d e s i g n e r  a n d  t e a c h e r .  I  s p e n t  o v e r  2 2  y e a r s
g r o w i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  m y  o w n  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r o d u c t - b a s e d  o n l i n e  e -
c o m m e r c e  b u s i n e s s  u n t i l  I  c l o s e d  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  i n  2 0 2 1  t o  f o l l o w  m y  l i f e -
l o n g  d r e a m s  o f  b e i n g  a n  a r t i s t .   M y  g o a l  w a s  t o  b e g i n  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w
b u s i n e s s  t h a t  w o u l d  e n a b l e  m e  t o  k e e p  c r e a t i v i t y  f r o n t  a n d  c e n t e r  a n d
a l l o w  m e  t o  g r o w  a s  a n  a r t i s t  a n d  g r o w  m y  a r t  b r a n d .

A l t h o u g h  i t  d o e s  r e q u i r e  w o r k  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t ,  P r i n t - o n - D e m a n d  r e a l l y  i s
t h e  e a s i e s t  w a y  t o  g e t  y o u r  a r t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f
c u s t o m e r s  a n d  c o l l e c t o r s  w h o  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  y o u  a n d  y o u r
a r t !

I f  y o u ’ r e  l o o k i n g  t o  s t a r t  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  i n c o m e  s t r e a m  f o r  y o u r  a r t
b u s i n e s s ,  P r i n t - o n - D e m a n d  o f f e r s  s o m e  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g e t  y o u r
a r t  o n t o  b e s t - s e l l i n g  p r o d u c t s  w i t h o u t  a d d i n g  m o r e  s t r e s s  a n d  a  b u n c h  o f
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o v e r h e a d .

T e a  T o w e l s  a r e  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  t o  s t a r t ,  a n d  t h e y  m a k e  b e a u t i f u l  a s  w e l l  a s
f u n c t i o n a l  a d d i t i o n s  t o  a n y  h o m e .   T h i s  g u i d e  w i l l  d e t a i l  t h e  s t e p s  y o u
n e e d  t o  t a k e  t o  g o  f r o m  p a t t e r n  ( o r  s i n g l e  m o t i f )  t o  p r o d u c t  u s i n g  o n e  o f
m y  f a v o r i t e  P r i n t  o n  D e m a n d  p r o v i d e r s ,  P r i n t i f y .

L e t ' s  d i v e  i n !

Hi there -



1 C R E A T E  Y O U R  D E S I G N S

INDIVIDUAL MOTIF COMPLETED PATTERN

Create your repeating pattern designs or motifs using your
method of choice. This could be in Procreate for the IPad,
Photoshop, Illustrator or even drawing / painting by hand. 

If your work is not in digital format, you will need to digitize it by
scanning it into your computer.  You don’t need a fancy scanner!  
The minimum DPI (dots per inch) for printing tea towels on
Printify is 200 dpi, but I would recommend scanning at 300-600
dpi to give you more options for sizing up when it comes to
designing your layout.



2 C R E A T E  A N  A C C O U N T  O N  P R I N T I F Y  

You can open an account for free on Printify, and no credit card is
required to sign up. 

Click here to get started:  http://www.printify.com *

*This is my Printify affiliate link.  When you sign up I may receive a
small commission purchases, but it does not affect your pricing
in any way.

https://try.printify.com/ihbhmyof7bpk
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3 S E L E C T  A  T E A  T O W E L  F R O M  L I S T

Printify isn’t just one POD print provider. It’s actually a
marketplace of many POD companies at your fingertips. To get
started, you’ll first need to select a tea towel from the available
options. 

When selecting a provider, be sure to check what country it is
located in, the cost per item and the shipping fees. For this
example, we will choose the Soft Tea Towel by Generic Brand. 



Once you’ve clicked on and selected the tea towel, you will be
presented with additional information about it such as fiber
content, size, etc. You’ll also be able to see item cost, cost to ship
and average production time. Click on the green Start Designing
button to begin.

5 D O W N L O A D  T H E
T E M P L A T E  ( O P T I O N A L )

4 C L I C K  S T A R T  D E S I G N I N G

Many of the products will have a design template that you can
download to help create your design. Look for this symbol in the
lower left-hand corner of the page. If you are using a completed
pattern swatch from Adobe Photoshop or Adobe Illustrator, you may
find this very helpful.

You will see a photo of the design guide for this towel on the next
page along with some suggested design guidelines that are
presented when you click on the grey ‘i’ in a circle icon.



5 D O W N L O A D  T H E
T E M P L A T E  ( O P T I O N A L )

You Below is an example of the Soft Tea Towel design guide
you can download.  It can be especially helpful if you use
Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop!



6 U P L O A D  Y O U R  A R T W O R K

It’s time to select the source
location of your finished
artwork. As you can see
from the panel at the right,
you have many options to
choose from. If you are
uploading a design from
your computer choose ‘My
device’ 

Look to the grey box at the
bottom of the page for the
supported file types, size
limitations and suggested
DPI for the best results.



7 P O S I T I O N  W I T H I N  T H E  G U I D E S

Once your artwork has finished
uploading it will appear within the
guides as shown. If you have
uploaded a finished artwork file or  
pattern like this example, it is
simply a matter of clicking and
dragging the art within the
guidelines shown until you are
satisfied.

When enlarging uploaded
artwork, be sure to keep an eye on
the DPI indicator to make sure you
don’t go below 200 for best
printing results.  

If you are uploading a single motif,
please go to the next page.



8 C R E A T E  A  P A T T E R N  F R O M  A
S I N G L E  M O T I F  ( O P T I O N A L )

A )  A D J U S T  T H E  L A Y O U T

Once your single motif has been uploaded it will appear in the center of
the design canvas as shown. To create an all-over pattern from one piece
of art, click on the Create Pattern toggle button.

A new panel will appear that shows your options. I’ve illustrated them for
you here, but there is really no better way to get a feel for this than just
trying it out for yourself. You can create a wide variety of effects simply
by selecting different layouts and then playing with the spacing sliders!



8 C R E A T E  A  P A T T E R N  ( O P T I O N A L )

B )  C H A N G E  T H E  B A C K G R O U N D  C O L O R

I always suggest uploading a motif
with a transparent background
unless you want your towel to have
a white background. ( Side note:
the back of these towels is always
white )  

White is the default as shown
above. To change the background
color, you have the option to select
from one of the standard palette
swatches, or you can enter a 5 digit
hex-code to get any color you
want. Isn’t that cool?



9 P R E V I E W  T H E  M O C K U P S

Once you’re happy with the design, it’s time to take a look at the
mockups to make sure that the results are as you expect. When you
click the Preview button at the top of the screen, you will be given 6
mockups showing your design. My favorites are the three highlighted
here, and they are perfect to use in your Etsy or Shopify store if you’re
intending to sell your designs.



S A V E  Y O U R  D E S I G N10

11 P U B L I S H  O R  S A V E  A S  D R A F T

When you’re happy with your design, and the mockups
look correct click on the green Save Product button. This
will take you out of the design mode and back to the
product detail page.

At the product detail page, the last thing you’ll do is Publish or Save
as Draft. The Publish button is for those who have connected their
own e-commerce storefront like Shopify or Etsy. I go into more
detail on this in my full length introductory class, "The Artists' Guide
to Printify Print on Demand using your Etsy or Shopify Store."

If you don’t have a store connected, or want to publish at a later
time, click the Save as Draft button.



T O  P R I N T  D I R E C T L Y
F R O M  P R I N T I F Y12

Once you’ve saved your product
as a draft (or published it to your
store), you will be taken to your
Products page where you can see
all the products you’ve created
(see above).

To place an order click on the
Create Order icon on the right
hand side of the product listing.



I  h o p e  y o u ’ v e  f o u n d  t h i s  g u i d e  h e l p f u l !   I f  y o u  e n j o y
s e e i n g  y o u r  a r t  o n  p r o d u c t s  a s  m u c h  a s  I  d o ,  y o u
m a y  b e  w o n d e r i n g  w h e r e  t o  g o  f r o m  h e r e . . .

S o  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  P r i n t  o n  D e m a n d  p r o v i d e s ,  I  h a v e
c r e a t e d  a n  i n - d e p t h  c l a s s  j u s t  f o r  y o u  c a l l e d ,  “ T h e
A r t i s t s ’  G u i d e  t o  P r i n t i f y  P r i n t  o n  D e m a n d  u s i n g
y o u r  E t s y  o r  S h o p i f y  S t o r e . ”

I n  t h e  c l a s s  y o u ’ l l  t a k e  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  b y  l e a r n i n g  h o w
t o  a d d  a  P r i n t - o n - D e m a n d  r e v e n u e  s t r e a m  b y
c o n n e c t i n g  P r i n t i f y  t o  y o u r  E t s y  s t o r e  o r  S h o p i f y
w e b s i t e .

Congratulations
YOU DID IT - TIME TO CELEBRATE!

https://www.karibarnesart.com/artist-guide-printify
https://www.karibarnesart.com/artist-guide-printify
https://www.karibarnesart.com/artist-guide-printify


F i r s t  w e  w i l l  q u i c k l y  g o  o v e r  h o w  P r i n t - o n - D e m a n d
f u l f i l l m e n t  w o r k s ,  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  I ’ l l
s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  w h y  I  c h o s e  t o  u s e  P r i n t i f y  a s  m y  f i r s t  P O D
p a r t n e r .  
T h e n  w e ’ l l  g o  s t e p  b y  s t e p  t h r o u g h  o p e n i n g  y o u r  P r i n t i f y
a c c o u n t  a n d  g e t t i n g  y o u r  a c c o u n t  s e t t i n g s  r i g h t .  
W e  w i l l  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  t y p e  o f  a r t  w o r k s  b e s t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t
p r i n t  o n  d e m a n d  p r o d u c t s  a n d  h o w  t o  p r e p a r e  y o u r  a r t  s o
t h a t  y o u  g e t  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  w i t h o u t  a n y  u n w a n t e d
s u r p r i s e s .  
W e  w i l l  g o  s t e p  b y  s t e p  t h r o u g h  c r e a t i n g  4  o f  t h e  m o s t
p o p u l a r  P r i n t i f y  p r i n t - o n - d e m a n d  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d i n g  t - s h i r t s ,
m u g s ,  k i t c h e n  t o w e l s  a n d  s t i c k e r s .  
Y o u  w i l l  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m o c k u p s ,  h o w  t o  g o
b e y o n d  t h e  b a s i c  s t o c k  P r i n t i f y  m o c k u p s ,  a n d  I ’ l l  s h o w  y o u
h o w  t o  a d d  y o u r  a r t  i n  a  b e l i e v a b l e  w a y  s o  t h a t  y o u r  d e s i g n s
w i l l  r e a l l y  s t a n d  o u t  f r o m  t h e  c r o w d  a n d  g e t  n o t i c e d !  
O n c e  y o u  h a v e  y o u r  p r o d u c t s  d e s i g n e d  a n d  y o u r  b e a u t i f u l
p r o d u c t  m o c k u p s  r e a d y ,  w e  w i l l  c o n n e c t  y o u r  P r i n t i f y  P O D
a c c o u n t  a n d  p u b l i s h  y o u r  p r o d u c t s  t o  e i t h e r  y o u r  S h o p i f y
w e b s i t e  o r  y o u r  E t s y  s t o r e .

S O M E  D E T A I L S  A B O U T  T H E  C L A S S :

H e r e ’ s  a  q u i c k  C L A S S  O V E R V I E W :

WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST!

XO  KARI

F E E D B A C K  F R O M  S T U D E N T S :
“ K a r i  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  a s  a  b e g i n n e r  t o  P r i n t i f y  a n d  p r i n t  o n  d e m a n d  s o  m u c h .  I
l o v e  t h e  w a y  s h e  s l o w l y  e x p l a i n s  t h i n g s  a n d  p u t  t h e m  i n t o  m a n a g e a b l e  s t e p  b y
s t e p  l e s s o n s .  T h a n k  y o u  K a r i ,  I  a m  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y i n g  y o u r  o t h e r  c l a s s e s
t o o ”
~  L i n d s e y  D a w n  A r t ,  W a t e r c o l o r  A r t i s t

“ I ' m  s o  h a p p y  I  f o u n d  K a r i ' s  c l a s s .  I  f o l l o w e d  a l o n g  a s  s h e  w a l k e d  t h r o u g h
s e t t i n g  u p  a n  E t s y  a n d  a  P r i n t i f y  a c c o u n t ,  h o w  t o  c o n n e c t  t h e m  a n d  h o w  t o
a d d  m o c k u p s  t o  i t e m s .  I ' m  o n  m y  w a y  t o  e m b a r k  o n  m y  n e w  b u s i n e s s
a d v e n t u r e ”
~ L i z  M a c I n t y r e

L E A R N  M O R E  H E R E :  h t t p s : / / w w w . k a r i b a r n e s a r t . c o m / a r t i s t - g u i d e - p r i n t i f y

 

https://www.karibarnesart.com/artist-guide-printify

