
When you hear the phrase 
“Instructional Design,” your first 

thought may not be “tools.” Some of us 
may have even chosen this career path
 due to a staggering lack of fine motor
skills and manual dexterity. But here’s

 the thing— every instructional 
designer absolutely needs a well 

stocked tool bag. 
here's a list of some of our 

favorite tools!  



A. Rapid Authoring Tools

These tools allow you to quickly and easily
create web-based training courses without the
need for coding or multimedia editing expertise.

Adobe Captivate
Project Charm
Articulate Storyline and Rise
Lectora

B. Graphics, Video, and 

Audio Editing 

These are vital to jazzing up your course and
also just getting creative with the way you

present information.

adobe creative suite

iMovie 
camtasia
vyond
powerpoint
Canva
snagit



C. Project Management Tools

Project management tools are basically any
kind of software that’s going to help you keep

your ducks in a row and stay organized.
smartsheet
excel 
basecamp 
monday.com
click up
asana
Trello

D. Everday Tools 

idlance (hee hee) 
zoom 
slack
google drive
microsoft suite
teams

These are tools you’ll use every day to make
your freelie life a little more streamlined.






E. Learning Management

Systems 

moodle
canvas
blackboard
talent lms
learndash
docebo
cornerstone

F. Bizness Tools 

Quickbooks
legalzoom 

we’re talking BIZness tools— the nitty gritty
stuff like accounting software, invoicing

software, and legal software.



LMS for short--any kind of software that aids in
the administration, documentation, tracking,

reporting, automation or delivery of eLearning
programs






G.Time Tracking Tools 

harvest
clockify
toggle
quickbooks time

H. Marketing Tools 

facebook
linkedin
twitter
instagram
a personal website with portfolio and/or blog
digital and physical business cards 

As an ID freelie, you’ll be in charge of your own
schedule, baby. That's where these tools come in.






Marketing tools are anything you use to get
 your name out there!
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Whew! There ya have it— some of our favorite tools
of the trade. While you should consider this a

great, quick reference, it’s important to remember 
that  it takes time to build your ideal tool bag. 

It’s easy to get overwhelmed by the sheer number of
options out there but we hope this has given you 

a jumpstart to nail this! In the words of Mary
Poppins, “In every job that must be done, 

there is an element of fun!” 
So, have fun with it, freelies! 


