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A routine you can repeat
Choose one small action, give it a place in your day, and write down what works
for your dog.

Who this is for
Owners of generally healthy adult Schnauzers who want a practical home routine. Coat,
activity and food needs differ between Miniature, Standard and Giant Schnauzers. Puppies,
seniors and dogs with medical or behavior concerns need an individual plan.

Use the book in this order
Read the daily rhythm on page 3. Choose a care task from pages 4 to 8. Try one food or
training activity from pages 9 to 14. Use the seven day plan and print the forms on pages 15
to 19.

Make the routine fit the dog
The timings and schedules are planning suggestions, not medical prescriptions. Stop a
session if your dog becomes uncomfortable. Ask your veterinarian about pain, skin
changes, food restrictions or exercise needs.

What this guide does
It organizes everyday care and low pressure practice. It does not diagnose disease,
prescribe treatment, provide a complete homemade diet or promise a behavior result.
Sources and reading links appear on page 20.

YOUR FIRST ACTION

Write one sentence: The routine I want to make easier this week is __________.
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Your daily rhythm
Attach care to moments that already happen. Start with a short check, then add
tasks as your dog becomes comfortable.

After breakfast
Measure the agreed food portion. Refresh water. Look at the beard and gently remove
visible food if needed. Put the portion reserved for training in a separate container.

After a walk
Give your dog time to settle. Look for visible debris on paws and furnishings. A check is an
observation, not an instruction to pull at anything embedded in the skin.

During a quiet moment
Practice one easy reward game for a minute or two. End with a familiar success. If your
dog is tired, worried or not interested, choose rest instead.

Before bed
Follow the dental routine you have agreed with your vet. Put tomorrow's supplies together.
Add a brief note to the tracker rather than relying on memory.

CHOOSE A RESPONSIBLE PERSON

Morning care: __________ Evening care: __________
Backup person: __________ Supply location: __________



SCHNAUZER HOUSE 02 / SMALL CARE MOMENTS

The Schnauzer Care Playbook 04

The beard reset
A clean cloth, a dry towel and a calm dog are enough for a simple after meal
check.

Set up before you start
Place the cloth and towel within reach. Work on a stable, comfortable surface. Invite your
dog to come closer. Reward calm interest using the food already included in the day's
plan.

Keep the action small
Use a soft cloth dampened with plain water to lift visible food from the outside of the
beard. Work gently, away from eyes and nostrils. Pat the hair dry. Avoid scrubbing, pulling
or holding the muzzle closed.

Make a note, not a diagnosis
Write down any new odor, redness, soreness or discharge and contact your vet if it
persists or appears painful. Beard staining alone does not tell you the cause. Avoid
whitening chemicals or home treatments near the face.

Build cooperation
If your dog turns away, pause. Next time, start with showing the cloth and rewarding
relaxed interest. A brief comfortable attempt gives you a useful starting point. [10]

TRY THIS TODAY

Write the moment you will use: After __________, I will check the beard and put the cloth
back in __________.
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Check the coat before a knot grows
Your groomer can match the brush, comb and technique to your dog's coat and
haircut.

Look, then touch
Choose a quiet time. With light handling, inspect the beard, leg furnishings and areas
where hair rubs. Use short sessions and avoid dragging a tool through a snag.

Use gentle passes
Work through small sections with the tools your groomer has demonstrated. Minor tangles
may release with gentle combing. Tight mats or irritated skin need professional help. Do
not cut mats with scissors. [5]

Match the routine to the haircut
A short pet trim and a longer coat take different amounts of care. Ask your groomer to
show you one section on your own dog and set a realistic home schedule. Miniature
Schnauzers need regular coat maintenance despite their low shedding. [11]

Track the recurring snag
Write down the location, the last full groom and whether a harness or clothing rubs there.
Bring that note to the next grooming appointment.

ONE QUESTION FOR YOUR GROOMER

Which tool and technique should I use on this exact part of my dog's coat?
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A calmer bath day
Use an individual schedule. More bathing is not automatically better care.

Before water
Check for tangles first. Ask a professional to handle tight mats. Gather towels and dog
shampoo. Use a stable, nonslip surface and check the water temperature before your dog
enters.

Keep the wash simple
Use lukewarm water and a shampoo formulated for dogs. Follow its label. Keep product
out of eyes and ears, rinse thoroughly and dry gently. Ask your vet which product and
bathing frequency fit your dog. [5]

When skin needs attention
Persistent itching, sores, redness or a strong new odor deserve veterinary assessment. Do
not start medicated products, oils or home remedies because a social post recommends
them.

Prepare the next visit
Write the product name, how your dog tolerated the bath and any skin changes. If your vet
prescribes a treatment, follow that specific plan rather than the general routine in this
book.

BATH PLAN

Product: __________ Agreed frequency: __________
Who helped set this plan: __________ Date: __________
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Ears, paws and nails
A comfortable inspection is useful. A painful area needs a professional.

Ears
Look at the visible ear and notice changes in odor, discharge, redness or comfort. Do not
insert cotton swabs or tools into the canal. Ask your vet to demonstrate cleaning and
choose any product your dog needs. [6]

Paws
After walks, check visible pads and spaces between toes if your dog accepts handling.
Remove loose surface debris gently. Limping, a wound or an embedded object needs
veterinary advice. Do not dig into the skin.

Nails
Ask a groomer or veterinary team to demonstrate trimming on your dog, including how to
avoid the sensitive quick. Stop if your dog struggles. Arrange professional care when you
cannot see or handle the nail safely. [6]

Practice without doing the whole task
Touch a comfortable shoulder, reward, then stop. On another session, work closer to a
paw if your dog stays relaxed. Record the stage your dog accepts so the next caregiver
starts there.

YOUR CARE NOTE

My dog is comfortable with __________.
We will ask for help with __________.
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Build a dental habit
Aim for daily brushing as your dog becomes comfortable and your veterinarian
recommends. [7]

Start with a relaxed approach
Ask your vet to check a painful mouth before home practice. Choose a quiet moment and
let your dog investigate a soft pet toothbrush. Use toothpaste made for dogs, never human
toothpaste or baking soda. [7]

Progress in small steps
Begin with comfortable lip handling. Later, introduce the taste of pet toothpaste. Build
toward gentle brushing of a few outer tooth surfaces, then more as tolerated. Do not force
the mouth open. [7]

Choose a cue and a location
Use the same short phrase and keep the kit in the same place. End each brief practice
with something your dog enjoys. Write down the easiest successful stage.

Know what to report
New pain, bleeding, trouble eating or persistent bad breath should prompt a veterinary
conversation. Home brushing does not replace a dental examination or any treatment your
vet recommends. [7]

MAKE IT PRACTICAL

Time: __________ Brush location: __________
Current comfortable step: __________
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Food and rewards: one daily plan
Keep the main diet and every extra in one record, including rewards given by other
people.

Agree on the daily amount
Use a complete and balanced diet suitable for your dog and ask your veterinary team
about the right daily portion. Keep treats below 10% of daily calories unless your vet sets a
different restriction. This is a ceiling, not a goal. [8]

An example of the math
If a vet has set a 400 calorie daily total, 10% is 40 calories. Keep extras below that amount
and include them in the full plan. This is a math example, not a feeding recommendation
for your Schnauzer.

A note for Miniature Schnauzers
The breed is commonly affected by inherited high blood lipid levels. Ask your vet whether
this matters for your dog's food and treat choices. Do not diagnose it from appearance or
apply a generic low fat diet yourself. [9]

Use familiar food where suitable
Set aside some of the agreed daily food for training instead of automatically adding new
treats. Medical diets and food sensitivities may rule out ordinary snacks. [8, 12]

ONE CONTAINER, ONE HOUSEHOLD

Label the day's reward allowance. Tell everyone what has already been used.
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Three uses for food you already have
Use your dog's usual food if it is suitable for the activity and permitted by your
veterinary plan. These are activities, not complete diet recipes.

01 The training portion
Measure the agreed daily amount first. Move a small portion into a separate container. Use
it for easy responses such as looking toward you. Feed the rest through the normal meal
routine.

02 The visible search
On a clean, nonslip floor, place a few pieces in easy view while your dog waits comfortably
with another adult. Invite a short search. Keep other pets away and supervise throughout.

03 The calm place reward
When your dog chooses to rest on a familiar mat, place one piece nearby without exciting
them. Keep the distance from cooking areas and give space to leave.

Keep the activity optional
If your dog cannot comfortably chew the food, guards it or becomes frustrated, stop and
choose another activity. Do not improvise a new texture or recipe for a dog with dietary
restrictions. [8, 12]

WHAT TO WRITE DOWN

Food used: __________ Taken from daily portion: __________
Dog's response: __________
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Train the behavior you want to see
Reward based training is the approach recommended by the American Veterinary
Society of Animal Behavior. [10]

Pick one tiny success
Choose an observable action: looking toward you, touching your hand or stepping onto a
mat. Decide what counts before you start. Work in a quiet space with few distractions.

Mark, then reward
When the action happens, use a short marker such as Yes, then give the reward. Start with
easy repetitions. A small food reward, a brief game or access to sniffing can fit different
dogs and situations.

Make it easier when needed
If your dog does not respond, reduce distance, distraction or duration. Repeat the previous
comfortable step. Avoid repeating a cue while frustration builds.

Stop while the dog is comfortable
One or two minutes is a useful starting plan, not a performance test. Stop for stress,
avoidance or pain. Fear, aggression or resource guarding calls for qualified help rather than
an internet exercise.

SUCCESS IS SPECIFIC

Today I am rewarding __________ in the location __________.
I will make the next attempt easier by __________.
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Two easy connection games
These are introductory exercises. They do not replace behavior treatment or
establish off leash reliability.

Game 1: Respond to your name
In a quiet room, say your dog's name once. Mark and reward a glance toward you. Try a
few easy repetitions, then finish. If the dog stays distracted, reduce distractions and
reward a voluntary glance first.

Add one small change
After comfortable repetitions, try from a slightly different position in the same room.
Change one thing at a time. Do not test this exercise beside traffic or use it as a substitute
for a leash.

Game 2: A gentle hand target
Offer an open hand a few inches from your dog's nose. If the dog voluntarily touches it,
mark and reward. Remove your hand between repetitions. Do not push the hand into the
face or chase the dog with it.

Give the behavior a cue
Once your dog is choosing the touch comfortably, say Touch just before you offer the
hand. End after a few relaxed attempts. If the dog avoids the hand, return to rewarding
calm interest from more distance.

LOG ONE SESSION

Game: __________ Location: __________
What was easy? __________ What should change? __________
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A comfortable place during cooking
A trained mat is a useful routine. A barrier and secure storage still do the safety
work.

Choose the location
Place a familiar mat away from the stove, doors and foot traffic. Begin when no one is
cooking. Keep the session short and make sure your dog can leave comfortably.

Reward the first step
Mark and reward a look toward the mat or a voluntary step onto it. Build toward all four
paws on the mat. Later, reward a relaxed sit or lie down if your dog offers it.

Add time gradually
Reward a brief pause, then use a release word such as All done. Build duration in small
steps. If your dog walks away, reset without scolding and ask for less next time.

Use management for real meals
During cooking, use an appropriate gate or another safe resting area if needed. Do not rely
on a new cue to prevent food theft. Keep children away from the dog's food and resting
space.

YOUR FIRST GOAL

Today's goal can be one voluntary step. Relaxed participation matters more than a long stay.
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Enrichment without a shopping list
Rotate experiences your dog enjoys. There is no requirement to buy another toy.

A familiar sniffing route
Choose a quieter version of a normal walk. Let your dog investigate safe areas at a
comfortable pace. Adjust length, weather and activity to your dog's needs and your
veterinarian's guidance.

A brief social game
Invite a familiar game your dog already enjoys. Keep arousal manageable and give pauses.
End if your dog disengages instead of insisting on more activity.

A search with supervision
Use the visible food search on page 10, or let your dog find a familiar toy in an easy
location. Avoid small objects, strings or materials your dog might swallow.

A real rest period
Provide a comfortable resting area where people and other pets do not disturb the dog.
Children should not climb on, hug or wake a resting dog. Quiet time belongs in the plan
too.

CHOOSE TWO

This week's activity: __________
This week's protected rest period: __________



SCHNAUZER HOUSE PRINTABLE 01 / START SMALL

The Schnauzer Care Playbook 15

Your first seven days
This is a setup plan, not a promise that a dog will learn a skill in seven days.
Repeat any day that needs more time.

Day One focus My note

1 Put kitchen hazards away. Save vet contacts.

2 Choose a beard check time. Introduce the cloth.

3 Ask your groomer about tools and coat care.

4 Agree on a food and reward allowance.

5 Try a short name or hand target game.

6 Introduce the mat in a quiet room.

7 Review the tracker. Keep the easiest routine.

My dog's name

Week starting

The one routine I will continue

A USEFUL REVIEW

Which action was easiest to repeat? What did my dog avoid? What should I ask a
professional before continuing?
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Weekly care tracker
Check completed tasks. Use a dash or leave blank when a task was not
appropriate that day. A blank box is information, not failure.

Task M T W T F S S

Food and water checked

Beard checked as needed

Coat check or agreed care

Dental step as tolerated

Comfortable movement

Short reward activity

Rest area protected

Week starting

Routine changes agreed with vet or groomer

What I noticed

What I will ask about

KEEP MEDICATIONS SEPARATE

Use the written schedule from your veterinarian for any medication. This tracker is not a
medication record.
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Your groomer brief
A short written brief helps everyone agree on care and handling before the
session.

Dog's name, age and size

Appointment date and groomer

Current haircut and the look I want to maintain

Where tangles keep appearing

Tools I use at home

Handling my dog accepts comfortably

Handling my dog finds difficult

Skin changes or vet instructions to share

Questions about brush, comb and technique

Agreed home care and next appointment

ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION

Show me one small section on my dog and let me practice it with your guidance.
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Your veterinary visit notes
Use this for a planned visit. Contact a veterinarian promptly for a new concerning
change. Do not wait to complete a form if your dog needs urgent care.

Dog's name and appointment date

Current weight and date measured

Main food, portions and every extra

Current medicines and supplements

Change I observed and when it began

How often it happens and how long it lasts

Photos or packaging to bring

My three questions

Veterinarian's instructions

Follow up date or reason to call sooner

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU SEE

Write observations such as scratched the left ear after the walk. Avoid assigning a diagnosis
before an examination.
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Keep these contacts close
Fill this out now. Give a copy to anyone who cares for your dog.

Dog's name, current weight and date

Primary veterinarian and phone

Emergency veterinary hospital, address and phone

Backup caregiver and phone

Known conditions, medicines and food restrictions

Suspected poisoning
Call your veterinarian or ASPCA Poison Control at (888) 426 4435. This U.S. service is
available 24/7. A consultation fee may apply. Keep packaging and note the time and
possible amount. [1, 4]

Before trying a remedy
Do not induce vomiting or give a home treatment unless a veterinary professional directs
you. If your dog appears seriously ill, contact emergency veterinary care immediately. [3]
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Sources behind the care notes
Numbers in the text refer to the resources below. Planning pages and practice
sequences are original Schnauzer House tools.

[1] ASPCA People Foods to Avoid Feeding Your Pets

[2] FDA Paws Off Xylitol

[3] ASPCA Is It Ever Safe to Induce Vomiting?

[4] ASPCA Poison Control and contact information

[5] VCA Animal Hospitals Grooming and Coat Care for Your Dog

[6] ASPCA Dog Grooming Tips, ears and paws

[7] VCA Animal Hospitals Brushing Your Dog's Teeth

[8] WSAVA Nutrition Committee Feeding Treats to Your Dog

[9] University of Minnesota Hyperlipidemia in Miniature Schnauzers

[10] AVSAB Humane Dog Training position statement

[11] VCA Animal Hospitals Miniature Schnauzer breed care

[12] VCA Animal Hospitals Dog Treats

Published by Schnauzer House. U.S. edition, October 2026. Sources checked October 17, 2026. General owner
education, not diagnosis, treatment or a complete diet plan. No veterinary review, certification or endorsement
is claimed. Personal household use. Keep emergency advice from your veterinarian above any general routine in
this book.

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/aspca-poison-control/people-foods-avoid-feeding-your-pets
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/paws-xylitol-its-dangerous-dogs
https://www.aspca.org/news/it-ever-safe-induce-vomiting
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/aspca-poison-control
https://vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/grooming-and-coat-care-for-your-dog
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/dog-care/dog-grooming-tips
https://vcahospitals.com/roswell/know-your-pet/brushing-teeth-in-dogs
https://wsava.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Feeding-treats-to-your-dog-v2.pdf
https://vetmed.umn.edu/research/research-labs/canine-genetics-lab/canine-genetics-research/hyperlipidemia
https://avsab.org/resources/position-statements/
https://vcahospitals.com/care-redding/know-your-pet/dog-breeds/miniature-schnauzer
https://vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/dog-treats

