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THE CHARACTER LIST
300 starting points for the next time the well runs dry.

Pick a character. Put them inside the problem. Do not overthink it. The purpose is to get your brain moving somewhere it was
not already going.

Three hundred is not a ceiling. Add your own. The best ones often show up while you are building the list, not while you are reading mine.
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MYTHICAL & SUPERNATURAL 30. The Owl

1. The Minotaur 31. The Elephant
2. The Phoenix 32. The Flamingo
3. The Siren 33. The Chameleon
4. The Cyclops 34. The Spider
5. The Vampire 35. The Bee
6. The Werewolf 36. The Songbird
7. The Mermaid 37. The Shark
8. The Friendly Ghost 38. The Peacock
9. The Gorgon 39. The Forgetful Squirrel
10. The Centaur 40. The Dog
11. The Dragon 41. The Cheetah
12. The Guardian Angel 42. The Giraffe
13. The Leprechaun 43. The Tiger
14. The Sandman 44. The Colorblind Chameleon
15. The Tooth Fairy 45. The Monkey
16. The Troll 46. The Talking Parrot
17. The Oracle 47. The Dolphin
18. The Banshee 48. The Beaver
19. The Djinn 49. The Wolf
20. The Hippogriff 50. The Koala
21. The Fairy PROFESSIONS & EXPERTS
22. The Goblin 51. The Concert Pianist
23. The Kraken 52. The Professional Whistler
24. The Pixie 53. The Lighthouse Keeper
25. The Time-Traveling Wizard 54. The Bomb Squad Technician

ANIMALS & INSECTS 55. The Firefighter

26. The Ant 56. The Librarian
27. The Sloth 57. The Stand-up Comedian
28. The Penguin 58. The Professional Mourner
29. The Nine-Lives Cat
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59. The Mathematician 89. The Renowned Chef
60. The Pastry Chef 90. The Explorer
61. The Submarine Captain EVERYDAY PEOPLE WITH QUIRKS
62. The Weatherperson 91. The Perfectionist
63. The Professional Athlete 92. The Hypochondriac Doctor
64. The Voice Actor 93. The Swedish Exchange Student
65. The Perfumer 94. The Old Woman in the Woods
66. The Translator 95. The Conspiracy Theorist Mailman
67. The Fashion Designer 96. The Tall Man
68. The Gardener 97. The Compulsive Liar
69. The Food Critic 98. The Nosy Neighbor
70. The Tightrope Walker 99. The Procrastinator
71. The Night Watchman 100. The Plant Whisperer
72. The Music Conductor 101. The Technophobe
73. The Surgeon 102. The Optimistic Pessimist
74. The Locksmith 103. The Germaphobe
75. The Astronaut 104. The Name Forgetter

HISTORICAL & FAMOUS FIGURES 105. The Hoarder

76. The Napoleon 106. The Terrible Cook
77. The Shakespeare 107. The Indecisive Wedding Planner
78. The Amelia Earhart 108. The Insomniac
79. The Mozart 109. The Lucky Unlucky Person
80. The Cleopatra 110. The Driving Instructor
81. The DaVinci 111. The Gift-Giver
82. The Circus Strongman 112. The Secret Spiller
83. The Ancient Warrior 113. The Apologizer
84. The Former Dictator 114. The Lost Tour Guide
85. The Retired Olympian 115. The Serial Returner
86. The Forgotten Actor CHILDREN & TEENAGERS
87. The Former Rock Star 116. The Child Genius
88. The Disgraced Scientist
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117. The Teenage Philosopher 147. The Social Media Elder
118. The Imaginary Friend 148. The Retired Detective
119. The Toy Whisperer 149. The Wise Woman
120. The Young Choir Member 150. The Revolutionary Retiree
121. The Teenage Spy FANTASTICAL OCCUPATIONS
122. The Last Pick 151. The Dream Architect
123. The Child Prodigy 152. The Dragon Dentist
124. The Slang-Speaking Teen 153. The Supernatural Representative
125. The Candy Trader 154. The Multiverse Travel Agent
126. The Child Who Never Grew Up 155. The Time Tour Guide
127. The Emotion-Seeing Teen 156. The Memory Collector
128. The Wolf Child 157. The Galactic Chef
129. The Honest Child 158. The Monster Checker
130. The Teenage Rebel 159. The Fairy Godmother
131. The Child Principal 160. The Reaper's Assistant
132. The Homework-Allergic Kid 161. The Cloud Sculptor
133. The Dimensional Teen 162. The Alien Translator
134. The Child With An Imaginary Enemy 163. The Déjà Vu Tester
135. The Weather Kid 164. The Color Namer

ELDERLY CHARACTERS 165. The Shadow Puppeteer

136. The Octogenarian Rookie 166. The Baggage Handler
137. The Elderly Prankster 167. The Professional Apologizer
138. The Hacker Grandmother 168. The Lighthouse Keeper
139. The Forgetful Elder 169. The Dream Detective
140. The Escape Artist 170. The Reality Maintenance Worker
141. The Senior Marathoner CHARACTERS WITH SPECIAL ABILITIES
142. The Elderly New Driver 171. The Machine Whisperer
143. The Old Storyteller 172. The Pain Empath
144. The Forgetful Historian 173. The Truth Teller
145. The Elderly Mentor 174. The Sleepless One
146. The Rhyming Senior
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175. The Music Seer 203. The Honest Liar
176. The Human Lie Detector 204. The Deep-Sea Explorer
177. The Time Stopper 205. The Nervous Stunt Double
178. The Reluctant Strongman 206. The Confused Spy
179. The Floating Girl 207. The Last Town Resident
180. The Weather Mood Ring 208. The Homesick Colonist
181. The Animal Translator 209. The Non-Magical Wizard
182. The Tearless Healer 210. The Accidental Superhero
183. The Future Glimpser 211. The Quiet Circus Performer
184. The Sneezing Teleporter 212. The Vegetarian Hunter
185. The Size Shifter 213. The Boring Reality Star

CHARACTERS IN UNUSUAL SITUATIONS 214. The Dark-Fearing Cave Dweller

186. The Human Exchange Student 215. The Rain-Seeking Nomad
187. The Backwards Man CHARACTERS WITH ODD JOBS
188. The Food Truck Inheritor 216. The Underwater Hairdresser
189. The Accidental Mayor 217. The Corporate Apologizer
190. The Meeting Prisoner 218. The Fortune Writer
191. The Time Jumper 219. The Cloud Photographer
192. The Last Librarian 220. The Pet Food Taster
193. The Time Loop Victim 221. The Cheerful Mourner
194. The Accidental Celebrity 222. The Polish Bobsledder
195. The Reluctant Mentor 223. The Skeptical Ghost Guide
196. The Circle Walker 224. The Honest Salesperson
197. The IKEA Castaway 225. The Professional Bridesmaid
198. The Hurricane Namer 226. The Map Maker
199. The Moving House Owner 227. The Paranormal Realtor
200. The Name Allergic 228. The Anxious Stunt Person

CHARACTERS FROM SPECIFIC SETTINGS 229. The Professional Line-Stander

201. The Post-Apocalyptic Optimist 230. The Waterslide Tester
202. The Medieval Knight PAIRS & GROUPS
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231. The Unison Twins CHARACTERS WITH CONTRADICTIONS
232. The Look-Alike Pair 261. The Blind Psychic
233. The Competitive Couple 262. The Pacifist Bodyguard
234. The Disappointing Superhero 263. The Technophobic Inventor
235. The Truth-Telling Friends 264. The Claustrophobic Astronaut
236. The Memory-Sharing Siblings 265. The Anxious Immortal
237. The Adopted Human 266. The Famous Introvert
238. The Musical Couple 267. The Honest Con Artist
239. The Worst Roommates 268. The Dyslexic Translator
240. The Role Reversal Duo 269. The Sweet Tooth Dentist
241. The Useless Power Family 270. The Butterfly Phobic
242. The Suspicious Office Workers 271. The Minimalist Hoarder
243. The Sidekick Support Group 272. The Forgetful Historian
244. The Competitive Neighbors 273. The Generous Miser
245. The Summoning Book Club 274. The Talkative Librarian

INANIMATE OBJECTS & NON-HUMAN CHARACTERS 275. The Procrastinating Expert

246. The Self-Aware Robot MISCELLANEOUS UNIQUE CHARACTERS
247. The Sentient Houseplant 276. The Question Speaker
248. The Last Book 277. The Flavor Week Person
249. The Picky Vending Machine 278. The Doomsday Prepper Kid
250. The Conscious Building 279. The Anonymous Artist
251. The Ancient Computer 280. The Accidental Icon
252. The Memory-Filled Teddy Bear 281. The Lie Allergic
253. The Haunted GPS 282. The Most Average Person
254. The Dramatic Diary 283. The Standing Sleeper
255. The Moving Painting 284. The Reverse Emotion Person
256. The Alternative Mirror 285. The Human Landmark
257. The Moral Smartphone 286. The List Collector
258. The Honest Scale 287. The Color Music Synesthete
259. The Haunted Umbrella 288. The Mundane Persuader
260. The Avoidance Map
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289. The Dream Rememberer 295. The Gift Giver
290. The Mood Age Shifter 296. The Reluctant Trendsetter
291. The Coin Flipper 297. The To-Do List Writer
292. The Phone Booth User 298. The Movie Quote Speaker
293. The Human GPS 299. The Human Elevator Music
294. The Disappearance Photographer 300. The Lost Item Finder



