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Stop Guessing.
Start Fixing.

The Beginner's Credit Fix Starter Guide

7 steps to understand, fix, and take control of your credit score --
even if you have been struggling for years
your score is stuck -- and the one thing keeping most people from fixing it
the exact 5 factors lenders use to judge you -- and how to use them in your favor

a proven 7-step action plan -- start today, see results within 30 days

Presented by
Credit Clarity Hub - StrongPath Solutions

creditclarityhub.com

strongpathsolutions.com | creditclarityhub.com | Educational Content Only



CREDIT CLARITY HUB | Free Credit Fix Starter Guide strongpathsolutions.com

If Your Credit Score Has Ever Cost You Something -- This
Guide Is For You.

A denied apartment. A rejected loan. A car payment $200/month higher than your friend's -- for
the exact same car. An interest rate so high it felt like punishment for something you didn't
fully understand.

That's what a low credit score actually costs. Not just a number -- real money, real
opportunities, real stress.

The frustrating part? The credit system is not that complicated. It just was never explained to
you clearly. Until now.

Here's What This Guide Will Do For You

By the time you finish reading, you will know exactly why your score is where it is, exactly
what to do about it, and exactly which free tools to track your progress. No fluff. No upsells.
Just the truth about how credit works -- and the steps that actually move the needle.

What's Inside

Why Your Credit Score Matters More Than You Think
The 5 Factors That Control Your Score

5 Credit Myths That Are Hurting You

How to Read Your Credit Report

Your 7-Step Credit Improvement Action Plan

Free Tools and Resources

Your 30-Day Credit Challenge

What's Next

Note: This guide is purely educational -- not financial or credit repair advice. We teach you how the system works so
you can make your own informed decisions.
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1 Why Your Credit Score Matters More Than You Think

Your credit score is a 3-digit number (300-850) that lenders, landlords, employers, and insurers use

to decide

how trustworthy you are with money. Think of it as your financial reputation -- expressed

as a single number.

Here's what most people don't realize: your credit score affects far more than just credit cards.

INSURA
NCE

Renting an Apartment

Most landlords check credit before approving a lease. A low score can mean flat rejection or a
larger security deposit.

Buying or Leasing a Car

Your score determines your interest rate. The difference between a 580 and 720 score can
cost you thousands of dollars over the life of an auto loan.

Getting a Mortgage

A 100-point difference can change your mortgage rate by 1-2%. On a $250,000 loan, that's
over $50,000 in extra interest over 30 years.

Landing a Job

Many employers in finance and government run credit checks. A troubled history can cost you
the offer.

Getting a Phone Plan

Carriers check credit for postpaid plans. Low scores may require a deposit or limit you to
prepaid options.

Insurance Rates

In most states, insurers use credit-based scores. Poor credit means significantly higher car
and home insurance premiums.

Where Does Your Score Stand?

Poor
300-579

Fair Good Very Good Excellent
580-669 670-739 740-799 800-850

Your credit score is your financial reputation -- and unlike your past, you can change it.
Every strategy in this guide is designed to help you move that number up.
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2 The 5 Factors That Control Your Score

Your FICO score -- used by 90% of top lenders -- is calculated using exactly 5 factors.
Understanding these is the single most important thing you can do to improve your score.

35 Payment History
% Do you pay on time?

30 Credit Utilization
% How much credit are you using?

How old are your accounts?

FICO Breakdown 10 Credit Mix
% Different types of credit?

10 New Credit
% Recent applications?

What Each Factor Means For You

1 Payment History -- 35%
The most important factor. Lenders want one simple answer: do you pay your bills on time? A
single missed payment can drop your score 60-110 points. A clean payment history is the fastest
and most reliable path to a strong score.

Your action: Set up autopay for the minimum payment on every account -- right now.

2 Credit Utilization -- 30%
This is the percentage of your available credit that you're currently using. If your card limit is
$1,000 and your balance is $700, your utilization is 70% -- too high. Aim to keep it below 30%.
Below 10% is ideal for the best scores.

Your action: Pay down balances and request credit limit increases. Pay before your statement
closes.

Scoring models look at how long your accounts have been open. The older, the better. Your
oldest account, newest account, and average account age all factor in.

Your action: Never close your oldest credit card -- even if you never use it. Keep it active with a
small monthly charge.

Educational content only - not financial or credit repair advice. Results vary. Page 4



CREDIT CLARITY HUB | Free Credit Fix Starter Guide strongpathsolutions.com

4 Credit Mix -- 10%
Having different types of credit (credit cards, auto loans, student loans) shows lenders you can
responsibly manage multiple forms of debt.

Your action: A credit card + credit builder loan together is a powerful combination.

5 New Credit -- 10%
Every time you apply for new credit, a hard inquiry temporarily lowers your score by a few points.
Multiple applications in a short period signals financial stress.

Your action: Only apply for credit when you genuinely need it. Space applications at least 6
months apart.

Focus 90% of your energy on Factor 1 (payment history) and Factor 2 (utilization).
Together they control 65% of your score -- and they are the easiest to change starting
today.
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3 5 Credit Myths That Are Hurting You

Most of what people think they know about credit is wrong. These myths cost real people real
money -- and real opportunities. Let's set the record straight.

"Checking your own credit score hurts it."
Checking your own score is a soft inquiry -- zero impact on your score. Only hard

inquiries (when a lender checks after you apply) cause a temporary dip. Check your score
as often as you like. It's actually recommended.

"Closing old credit cards will help your score."
Closing a card reduces your total available credit, raises your utilization ratio and

immediately lowers your score. It also shortens your credit history. Keep old accounts
open -- especially your oldest one.

"You need to carry a balance to build credit."

You do not need to pay interest to build credit. Using your card and paying the full
balance every month is the best approach. Carrying a balance only costs you money.

"Your income affects your credit score."

Income is not a factor in your credit score -- at all. Someone earning $30,000 with
responsible habits can have a higher score than someone earning $200,000 who misses
payments.

"Bad credit follows you forever."

Most negative items fall off your credit report after 7 years. Bankruptcies take up to 10.
And in many cases, you can dispute errors, negotiate removals, or simply outgrow the
damage with consistent positive behavior.

Most people are making avoidable mistakes based on myths. Now that you know the
truth, you're already ahead of the majority of people trying to improve their credit.
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/l How to Read Your Credit Report

Your credit report and your credit score are not the same thing. Your report is the full document --
the raw data. Your score is calculated from it. To fix your score, you need to understand your
report.

Where to Get Your Free Report

AnnuaICreditRepo The ONLY government-authorized source for free reports from all 3
rt.com bureaus (Equifax, Experian, TransUnion). Pull all three. 100% free.

The 5 Sections of Your Credit Report

Personal Information

Your name, address, SSN, date of birth, employer. Check for errors -- a wrong address or
misspelled name can cause issues.

Account History

Every credit account you've opened: cards, loans, mortgages. Shows balance, limit, payment
history, and account status.

Public Records
Bankruptcies and civil judgments. Negative, but time-limited (7-10 years).

Credit Inquiries

Hard inquiries from lenders when you applied for credit. Soft inquiries (your own checks) do NOT
appear here.

Collections

Accounts sent to a collection agency. These hurt -- but can sometimes be disputed or negotiated
off.

Common Errors to Look For
® Accounts you don't recognize -- possible identity theft or reporting error

@ Late payments listed incorrectly when you paid on time

® Wrong balances or credit limits shown on your accounts

® Duplicate accounts -- the same debt listed twice

@ ltems older than 7-10 years that should have been removed

® Wrong personal information (name, address, Social Security number)
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How to Dispute an Error -- It's Free
1. Find the error and note which bureau is reporting it

. Go to that bureau's website: equifax.com, experian.com, or transunion.com
. Find the 'Dispute' section and submit your dispute online
. Upload supporting documents (bank statements, receipts, etc.)

. The bureau has 30 days to investigate and respond

S U A W N

. If the error is removed, your score can improve within 30 days

1 in 5 credit reports contain errors. Finding and disputing just one error can push your
score up 20-50 points within 30 days -- completely free.
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5 Your 7-Step Credit Improvement Action Plan

Here are the 7 most impactful actions you can take -- in the exact order to take them. Work
through one step per week for steady, measurable results.

Get Your Free Credit Report
Go to AnnualCreditReport.com and download all three reports (Equifax, Experian,
TransUnion). This is your baseline. You can't fix what you haven't seen.

Time: 15 minutes | Cost: Free

Sl  Dispute Any Errors Immediately

Review each report carefully. Dispute anything incorrect directly with the bureau online. A
single removed error can push your score up significantly in under 30 days.

Time: 30 min per dispute | Cost: Free

LN Set Up Autopay on Every Account

Payment history is 35% of your score. One missed payment can cost 60-110 points. Turn on
autopay for the minimum payment on every credit card and loan -- today.

Time: 20 minutes | Cost: Free

STEP 4 Lower Your Credit Utilization

If any card is above 30%, pay it down. Ask for a credit limit increase. Pay your balance before
the statement close date, not just before the due date.

Time: Ongoing | Impact: Can raise score within one billing cycle

S Keep Your Old Accounts Open

Never close your oldest credit card. It holds your credit history length and keeps available
credit high. Put a small charge on it monthly and set autopay.

Time: 5 minutes | Cost: Free

STEP 6 Become an Authorized User

Ask a trusted family member with good credit to add you as an authorized user. You don't
have to use the card. Their good history gets added to your profile automatically.

Time: One conversation | Cost: Free

LA Track Your Progress Every Month

You can't improve what you don't measure. Sign up for Credit Karma (free) and check your
score monthly. Watch how your actions move the needle over time.

Time: 5 min/month | Cost: Free
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How Fast Will You See Results?

:lmefram Actions Taken Expected Result

30 days Dispute errors + reduce utilization Possible 20-50 point jump
istent on-ti t il

60-90 days Consistent on-time payments build Additional 20-40 points

up

Continued good habits + lower

6 months
balances

100+ point improvement possible

12 months Full positive history + credit mix Score transformation into the 700s+
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© The Tools That Will Actually Move Your Score

Everything Below Is Free. Everything Below Works.

These are the exact tools | recommend to anyone starting from scratch -- for monitoring your
score, building credit history, and getting your first real credit account. Each one has a free

option. Each one reports to the credit bureaus. And each one is something I'd recommend to a
friend.

Some links below are affiliate links -- | may earn a small commission if you sign up, at no cost to you. | only
recommend tools | genuinely believe in.

STEP 1 -- Know Your Score: Start Here First

You can't fix what you can't see. Sign up for free credit monitoring before you do anything else -- 5
minutes, costs nothing.

Credit Karma creditkarma.com
-> Sign U

Best for: Monthly monitoring + personalized improvement tips _q;g

® Shows your TransUnion and Equifax scores -- updated weekly

® Pinpoints the exact factors hurting your score right now

® Sends real-time alerts when anything changes on your report

@ Personalized recommendations based on your actual credit profile

® 100% free -- no credit card required, no catch

Experian Free experian.com/free-credit-score
-> Sign U

Best for: Experian FICO Score + score simulator J;E

® Shows your actual Experian FICO Score -- the score most lenders use

@ Free Experian credit report included with signup

@ Credit score simulator: see how paying down debt would affect your score

® Dark web monitoring for your email address

@ Free tier is genuinely useful -- paid tier is optional

Credit Sesame creditsesame.com
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-> Sign Up
Best for: Quick score check + simple credit health overview E
ree

® Free credit score based on TransUnion data
® Clean, beginner-friendly dashboard showing your credit health
® Helpful backup if you want a second monitoring source

@ ldentity theft protection features available on free plan

STEP 2 -- Build Your Credit History: If You're Starting from Scratch

No credit history? Thin file? These two products are purpose-built to fix that. They report every payment
to the bureaus -- so every month you pay, your score grows.

Self Financial -- Credit

. self.inc
Builder Loan

-> Get Started
Free

Best for: Building credit history with no credit card needed

® You make monthly payments into a savings account -- Self reports each one to all 3 bureaus
@ At the end of your term, you receive the savings minus fees

® Plans starting around $25/month -- no hard credit check to apply

@ Ideal for thin files, no credit history, or rebuilding after setbacks

® One of the most proven credit builder tools available

Kikoff -- Credit Builder

kikoff.com
Account

Best for: Lowest-cost way to add a revolving credit account -> Get Started
® Kikoff gives you a $750 credit line to purchase items in their store

® You pay a small monthly amount -- Kikoff reports it to Equifax and Experian

® No hard credit check, no interest, no fees

® Adds a revolving account to your credit mix -- a key scoring factor

@ Plans starting as low as $5/month

STEP 3 -- Get Your First Real Credit Card: The Right Way

A secured card used correctly -- low balance, paid in full monthly -- is one of the fastest ways to build a
positive payment history. These two are the best for beginners.

Discover it Secured Card discover.com

Educational content only - not financial or credit repair advice. Results vary. Page 12


https://YOUR-AFFILIATE-LINK.com/credit-sesame
https://YOUR-AFFILIATE-LINK.com/credit-sesame
https://YOUR-AFFILIATE-LINK.com/self-financial
https://YOUR-AFFILIATE-LINK.com/self-financial
https://YOUR-AFFILIATE-LINK.com/kikoff

CREDIT CLARITY HUB | Free Credit Fix Starter Guide

strongpathsolutions.com

Best for: Beginners -- earns cash back AND builds credit -> Apply Now

® Minimum $200 refundable deposit -- becomes your credit limit

® Earns 2% cash back at gas stations and restaurants, 1% everywhere else

® Discover reviews your account after 7 months for potential upgrade to unsecured
® No annual fee -- one of the best-value secured cards available

® Reports to all 3 credit bureaus monthly

Capital One Platinum capitalone.com
Secured Card

Best for: Low deposit option -- may qualify with as little as $49 -> Apply Now

® Deposit as low as $49, $99, or $200 depending on your creditworthiness
@ Access a higher credit line after making your first 6 monthly payments on time

® No annual fee -- reports to all 3 credit bureaus monthly

@ Capital One automatically considers you for an upgrade to unsecured over time
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/] Your 30-Day Credit Challenge

This challenge turns the 7 steps into a simple weekly action plan. One focused week at a time.
Check off each task as you complete it.

WEEK1 Get Your Baseline (Days 1-7)

Pull your free credit reports from AnnualCreditReport.com
Review each report section by section -- take notes

Highlight any errors, unfamiliar accounts, or wrong balances
Write down your current scores from Credit Karma or Experian
Note your current utilization on each credit card

Set up autopay on every credit card and loan account

0000000

Sign up for free credit monitoring (Credit Karma or Experian)

Fix the Errors (Days 8-14)

|
m
~
N

File disputes for any errors found in Week 1

Save confirmation numbers or screenshots for each dispute

Call any creditors about accounts you don't recognize

Confirm autopay is active and set correctly on all accounts
Calculate your utilization: total balance divided by total credit limit
Pay extra toward any card above 30% utilization

Keep all old accounts open -- don't close anything

0000000

WEEK 3 Lower Your Utilization (Days 15-21)

C]|

Pay down the card with the highest utilization first
Call your card issuer -- request a credit limit increase (without spending more)
Pay your card balance before the statement close date this cycle

Check if any disputes from Week 2 have been resolved

0000

Research credit builder loans (Self or Kikoff) if your history is thin
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D Put a small recurring charge on your oldest card if it has been inactive

D Check your monitoring app -- note any score change from Week 1

WEEK4  Build Momentum (Days 22-30)

Record your current scores -- compare them to Day 1

Celebrate any improvement, even 5-10 points -- it's real progress

Set a 90-day credit goal (example: reach 650 by Month 3)

Set a calendar reminder to check your score again in 30 days

Share this guide with a friend or family member who could benefit
Bookmark strongpathsolutions.com/blog for ongoing weekly credit tips

Reply to your welcome email with your starting score from Day 1

0000000

Small, consistent action creates lasting financial change. The people who transform their
credit scores are simply the ones who didn't quit. Keep going -- every positive action
compounds over time.
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You Now Know More Than Most

People Ever Will.

Most people wander through life confused by their credit score, overpaying on every
loan, getting rejected, and never understanding why. You just changed that. Now it's
time to act on it.

Do These 3 Things Right Now -- Before You Close This Guide

Set Up Your Free Credit Monitoring
Go to Credit Karma right now -- it takes under 5 minutes, it's completely free, and it won't affect
your score. This is your scoreboard. You need it before you do anything else.

-> Sign Up Free -- Credit Karma

Start Week 1 of Your 30-Day Challenge

Go back to Section 7 and start today. Pull your free credit report from AnnualCreditReport.com
and set up autopay on every account. Two actions. Under an hour. More impactful than anything
else you could do today.

Check Your Inbox Tomorrow Morning

You'll receive your first follow-up email from Credit Clarity Hub tomorrow. It contains one specific
action that most people miss -- and it could push your score up faster than anything in this
guide. Don't skip it.

What's Coming in Your Inbox -- Your 30-Day Email Series

Over the next 30 days, you'll receive a series of short, focused emails -- each one building on what you
just learned. Here's exactly what's coming:

EMAIL WHAT YOU'LL LEARN

Day 1 Your guide + the #1 quick win most people skip
Day 2 Why autopay is more powerful than you think

Day 3 The closed-card mistake that silently tanks scores
Day 4 The 5 factors -- simplified into one action per factor

Day 5 A real story: 520 to 672 in 12 months (here's what changed)
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Day 6 The free monitoring tool | use -- and why | recommend it first

Day 7 Your Week 1 recap + what to focus on in Week 2

Day

10 Secured credit cards: the honest truth about which one to get
Day

12 Credit builder loans: do they actually work? (yes -- here's proof)
Day ) .

14 How to dispute a credit report error -- free, step by step

Day

16 The fastest legal way to move your utilization score right now
Day

21 Your 90-day plan -- the roadmap from here to 700+

Day ] ]

28 Advanced strategies for when you hit 650 and want to push further

You made it -- here's your next chapter

Ready to Start Building? Here's Your Fast Track.

Track your score for free
Sign up for Credit Karma -- updated weekly, zero impact on your score.

-> Sign Up Free

Build credit history from scratch -> Start Building
Self Financial credit builder loan -- no card needed, reports to all 3 bureaus. with Self

Get your first real credit card -> Apply for
Discover it Secured -- earns cash back, no annual fee, upgrades after 7 months. Discover Secured

About Credit Clarity Hub

Credit Clarity Hub is a credit education brand built by StrongPath Solutions. We teach everyday
people how to understand, build, and leverage their credit through honest, beginner-friendly
content -- no gimmicks, no hype, no jargon.

We are not a credit repair company. We are educators.

strongpathsolutions.com/blog | creditclarityhub.com

DISCLAIMER: This guide is for educational purposes only. Nothing here constitutes financial advice, legal advice, or credit repair
services. Credit Clarity Hub / StrongPath Solutions is not a credit repair organization. Results vary based on individual
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circumstances. Consult a licensed financial advisor for personalized guidance.
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