[image: ]Inklusive Nature Studios Ltd
vicky@inklusivenature.com  www.InklusiveNature.com
Company No. 17134027



Training Request

[image: A cartoon of stick figures pointing at a white board

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Employee name: [Your name]
Role: [Your role] 
Organisation: [Organisation name]
Date: [Insert date]

1. Training overview
I would like to request approval to attend a 9-week professional development course:
SketchNoting for Changemakers
The course focuses on developing practical skills in inclusive visual communication. Specifically, how to translate complex ideas, discussions, and research into clear, engaging visual notes.
The programme is delivered through weekly lessons, guided activities, and (optionally) live feedback sessions. It requires approximately 2–3 hours per week.
Full details at: https://www.inklusivenaturestudios.com/course-details 

2. Course facilitator
The course is led by Dr Vicky Bowskill (Inklusive Nature), a multi-award-winning illustrator, ecologist, and educator specialising in visual communication for environmental and social change.
Her work focuses on making complex ideas more accessible, inclusive, and engaging – particularly within the science and environment sectors. She has experience working across research, education, and public engagement, and brings a strong understanding of how visual communication can support impact in these contexts.
This combination of subject-matter relevance and professional expertise makes the training directly applicable to my role.

3. Cost
· Guided Cohort: £700 (£550 early bird if available)
· Supported Cohort (includes live feedback sessions): £1,050 (£850 early bird if available)
[Delete as appropriate]

4. Relevance to my role
This training is directly relevant to my work because it will strengthen my ability to:
· Communicate complex ideas in a clear and inclusive way to a range of audiences
· Capture key points from meetings, workshops, and events in real time
· Improve engagement in presentations, reports, and other communications
· Support knowledge sharing and co-creation both internally and with external partners and communities
[Optional: Add 1–2 specific examples relevant to your role]

5. Expected benefits to the organisation
By completing this course, I will be able to:
· Produce clearer, more accessible outputs (e.g. reports, summaries, presentations)
· Enhance community engagement through visual communication
· Support more effective workshops and collaborative sessions
· Contribute to improved internal communication and knowledge retention
These skills are particularly valuable in communicating complex scientific and environmental topics to diverse audiences.

6. Time commitment
· 2–3 hours per week over 9 weeks
· Learning is primarily asynchronous and can be scheduled flexibly around work commitments

7. Knowledge sharing
I will share key learning with the team through:
· A short internal session or demonstration
· Examples of applied SketchNoting in our work
· Practical tips for improving visual communication

8. Evidence
· We process images and symbols in a fraction of a second, compared to several second for text (Bratash et al., 2020; Petrova et al., 2020; Potter and Hagmann, 2015; Trafton, 2014)
· Visual stories evoke emotion – they make us care (Wang et al., 2023)
· We are far more likely to remember visual information several days later (Medina, 2014; DeLoache, 2004)
SketchNoting is an accessible tool to bring academic ideas to a wider audience and engage non-academic partners with shaping and rolling out your project (Petrova et al, 2020; Fernández-Fontecha et al, 2019; Dimeo, 2016). They can be used as a method of co-creating research proposals and for communicating what you've learned (Holliman et al, 2025). Simple sketches can be a unifying modality, crossing barriers of language, culture, education and ability. 
SketchNotes can be used during community workshops as a way to develop and capture the views, priorities and stories of participants, who may find academic settings and language intimidating. Informal drawing can provide extra thinking space and elicit different perspectives compared to verbal or written interactions. Later the SketchNotes can be explored through thematic analysis and used as a basis to feedback to participants on how they have influenced the research or project (Kearns et al, 2022). 
Visual summaries are very shareable on social media and are an engaging way to complement well-written lay summaries to include wider audiences (Wada et al, 2020). They are also increasingly encouraged by journals to accompany academic publications.
 
9. Summary
This course offers a practical and immediately applicable skillset that will improve how I communicate, capture, and share information in my role to maximise impact and engagement.
The training is led by an experienced practitioner working at the intersection of science, communication, and visual practice, ensuring strong relevance and real-world application.
I believe it represents a strong return on investment in terms of both individual development and organisational impact.

Requested approval:
[Manager name / signature if required]
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