
 

Structure and Literary Design 

Matthew 

 

Prologue: Jesus is Israel’s King (1—2)       

         

The Kingdom Proclaimed 

(3—7) 
 

Arrival of the Kingdom 

Enacted (8—10) 
 

Kingdom Rejected by 

Israel (11—13) 
 

Paradoxical Present before 

Kingdom Comes (14—18) 
 

King in Conflict with 

Israel (19—25) 

 
Narrative: 

 

Early Ministry 
 

 

(3—4) 

  
Narrative: 

 

Healing Miracles 
 

 

(8—9) 

  
Narrative: 

 

Israel’s Leaders 

Challenge Jesus 
 

(11—12) 

  
Narrative: 

 

The King Withdraws 

and Predicts His Death 
 

(14—17) 

  
Narrative: 

 

King Asserts Authority 

in Jerusalem 
 

(19—23) 

 
Discourse: 

 

Sermon on the Mount 
 

 

(5—7) 

  
Discourse: 

 

Sends out the Twelve 
 

 

(10) 

  
Discourse: 

 

Parables of the Kingdom 
 

 

(13) 

  
Discourse: 

 

Life in the Upside-Down 

Kingdom 
 

(18) 

  
Discourse: 

 

Olivet Discourse 
 

 

(24—25) 

         

      Epilogue: Death and Resurrection of the King (26—28) 

 

 


