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How To Read This 
Book

T his book is not meant to be rushed.

It was written for people who are carrying questions, pain, 
or uncertainty after divorce.
 Some of what is here may feel familiar.
 Some of it may feel uncomfortable.
 That is not a sign you are reading it wrong.

You can read this book straight through.
 That is how it was written.

You can also pause.
 Skip ahead.
 Come back later.

If you are carrying shame or fear of rejection, the early chapters may 
help you name what you have been holding quietly.

If you are wrestling with whether divorce disqualiGed you from 
Hod, the middle chapters address Scripture, forgiveness, and standing 
with Vim directly.
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If you already believe Hod forgives you, but you feel stalled, hesP
itant, or unsure how to move forward, the later chapters and the 
Aestoration xath were written for that e.act place.

You do not need to agree with everything immediately.
 You do not need to resolve everything while reading.

Some chapters may stir grief.
 Some may bring relief.
 Some may raise questions you have never allowed yourself to ask.

If a chapter feels heavy, pause.
 Hod is not measuring your progress by pages completed.

This book is not here to give permission to divorce.
 It is here to give permission to walk with Hod again.

Aead honestly.
 Aead slowly.
 Aeturn when needed.

Hod is patient.
 You are not late.



Chapter One

Did I Commit 
an Unpardonable 
Sin?

D id I commit an unpardonable sin? Had the church ostracized 
me?

Today, this was my day to be interviewed by my friend, mentor, 
and older brother in Jesus named Richard Mull. God had known just 
over a year beforehand that He wanted to continue His restoration 
plan for my life. This restoration process was started 24 years before 
in the desert of Saudi Arabia, but more on that later. At one point, I 
had been a full-time Christian minister and teacher for over 7 years. I 
had experienced many things in trusting God. God’s loving-kindness, 
grace, mercy, power, and authority.  His power and presence in action 
in my life and in those around me. I had been blessed to witness God's 
amazing provision of cars, homes, training, money, and everything else 
repeatedly for my family of 5 !rst handW Le were lead at one point to 
serve the Vord overseas for several years. He provided for all of that to 



OICTNR ARAMABDA4

happen tooW “ut this moment was not about my faith-walk with God. 
This was about His faithfulness to rebuild and restore a broken one of 
His adopted children. Divorced from a broken marriage.  The broken 
person I am talking about who needed to be restored is me.

Vike I said, I’d seen and experienced too much, and God had never 
let me down, but in this part of my life, I’d let Him down. That’s how 
I felt. At a certain point, after over 7 years working my dream job, 
making disciples for Jesus, I had come to a place where I faced one of 
the biggest challenges in my personal life. I’d found myself on a road I 
never thought I would be on. Having made a decision I never thought 
I would make against myself.  I had been rejecting God’s forgiveness. I 
had been keeping myself in a place of self-judgment and punishment 
far beyond what God wanted for me. “y doing so, I had e…ectively said, 
”Jesus, you judge everything else, but in this situation I was going to be 
lord and judge6Y.  I sentenced myself to a punishment of unforgiving 
myself. Bow It had been F years of punishing myself by not receiving 
all of God's love He held out for me. 

Las God ready to forgive and restore me before this? EesW Did God 
stop providing for me and blessing me even when I was keeping myself 
at a distance from Him? Had He been with-holding His love from me 
even when I was trying to stand back? BoW His decision to adopt me, 
love me and be my good :ather had never changed. He still had a plan 
for me in having His kingdom continue to be demonstrated in and 
through my life, but I was putting it on hold.

:or years, I had taken myself away from the church, friends and 
many brothers and sisters in the Vord. I didn't want to take any chance 
of having to experience one of the greatest enemies of my life from even 
before I met my savior, rejection. Lould the church, or ministries, 
or close friends and others reject me for a decision I knew I needed 
to make?  I couldn't help feeling like divorce was an unpardonable 
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sin myself. Strange how there seems to be a list of things that are 
never spoken of but are widely known, or at least experienced, as 
”unpardonable sinsY with an BSB, as if there are many. Uven though the 
holy scriptures only list one ”unpardonable sinB to exist from God's 
perspective, and none of these unspoken ones really are that one, at 
least not according to God. 

Have you ever felt or experienced rejection from yourself, or the 
church, in such an unbearable way that you put yourself into hiding? 
Have you ever found yourself realizing that the ”hidingY was actually 
stunting your own growth and relationship with your Heavenly :a-
ther? Don’t stop reading if you are in hiding or may know someone 
who may still be hiding. I hope to share with you my true story of 
God’s amazing love for all His children. His love that can take you in 
your current situation and allow you to have, ”Vife more abundantY, 
like Jesus said He came to give us. Bo matter what you’ve done.  Bo 
matter how many days the life you have has remaining. God wants you 
in His love, receiving His love.  God wants to have you let His name 
be glori!ed in and through you stillW

My unpardonable sin? I chose to get a divorce, knowing God’s 
displeasure with it. Are you in a prison of your own making? Have you 
committed some unpardonable sin? Take courageW If you are reading 
this book and care what God thinks, then I doubt you’ve committed 
the only true, unpardonable sin.

There was a time over twenty years before now when I almost got 
a divorce and God intervened miraculously.



Chapter Two

God Intervened 
Part - 1

A fter 23 years of marriage, I decided I needed to get a divorce. 
However, 16 years before, there was a time when I “almost” got 

a divorce. Let me explain. A few years before, I considered full-time 
ministry as a path for the life the Lord had called me to, I had been 
struggling to Mnd a way to help my marriage. Farried for close to 
seven years, had three little ones, had been wrestling with cultural and 
family issues and had been trying to get help. Sinally, after Ceven years 
of marriage, trying khristian marriage counseling and anything else I 
could Mnd to help our relationship, things came to a breaOing point. 

zne day I remember speaOing with our counselor on the phone 
and him maOing some suggestions to me of things to help. I remember 
reali’ing in that moment how after several years of trying everything 
hejd suggested to do, he was now 'ust repeating himself. I had lost hope 
in what he had to oWer. I had already read every booO heTd suggested. 
I had already watched every video I was told to watch.  De had even 
gone to suggested seminars and marriage retreats.  Vhings were never 
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changing for the better. I learned a lot.  Vhe marriage would seem 
to improve some, but never more than for a few weeOs or months. 
Rivorce seemed liOe the only option. At Night months into all the 
processes of getting the divorceB which included child visitation es-
tablished by a 'udge, support, alimony, and all the UzV Sun that goes 
with it, its Mnali’ation was certain.  Vhat is what would have happened 
but ?od intervenedY

Ijd told my friends and family that the only way I could see things 
going diWerently than completing the divorce process was if ?od sent a 
message somehow and made it absolutely clear that I needed to recon-
cile. I always shared, “?od needed to maOe it clear.” LiOe send an angel, 
let me hear a voice from heaven, something no less than a miracle of 
some Oind, and then 8AF, something happenedY A Couthern 8aptist 
pastor and friend of mine told me how ?od had done something 
incredible for his wife, a miracleY 

He shared how the true and only Living ?od was Active and Roing 
something ama’ing in my pastor and his wifejs lives. He also said that I 
needed to come and hear his wifejs testimonyY It was miraculous how I 
even heard that the testimony was going to occur. I was driving down 
an interstate and periodically I would call. I mean, I was going through 
a divorce, decided the divorce had to happen for various reasons, but 
still every once in a while Ijd call this pastor friend of mine.

zn this one occasion when I called this pastor friend of mine to 'ust 
say hi, he was liOe, “Itjs got to be ?od that youjre calling me right now, 
because Ijve been trying to Mnd your phone number and I couldnjt 
Mnd it anywhere. And you 'ust called, so it must be ?od. Pou must 
come tomorrow night and listen to my wife share her testimony about 
what ?od has done for her.” I mean, thatjs how precise the timing of 
all of this was. Vhe timing was too precise. ?odjs timing is ama’ing. 
Itjs ama’ing that He lets us even recogni’e his timing in the Mrst place. 



EIkVz: A:AFAURAJ

Itjs really encouraging too. Co, I went the following night and heard 
her testimony. 

Vhe ?od who can do miracles today 'ust liOe He did in the 8ible 
was worOing through people.  0eople I Onew. ITm ama’ed that looOing 
through history and biographies this has always been true. 0eople 
willing to do what 9esus says to do, the way He says and shows them 
to do things can be used powerfully by ?od.  0eople willing to share 
what  ?od had done in their own life were letting ?od use themY 
Vhe pastorjs wifejs testimony included being set free from evil spiritsY 
Che shared that the spirits had played a part of the cause of terrible 
things in her life, including depression. Che shared how people fol-
lowing 9esusT example and teachings in the 8ible had helped her. Vhese 
people following 9esus with His help were led to deal with the spiritual 
rights that these spirits had to attacO her.  After that they followed 
the example 9esus had demonstrated Himself as well as through His 
disciples to command the spirits to leave in 9esusj name, and how they 
left. Vhe pastorTs wife shared that she had received healing and freedom 
from depressionY 

As I sat and listened to what she was sharing I was thinOing, “Dow, 
thatjs ama’ing, thatjs the ?od I read about in the 8ible.” I had seen 
and experienced many things in the Lord at this point in my walO with 
9esus. It had been 11 years since I Mrst began my walO with Him. In all 
that time I had never really seen and heard these Oinds of things. At 
least not happening outside of what I had a hard time believing was 
valid, real, or true. 

Fy view of ?od using people in this world was tainted by things ITd 
seen and heard of growing up. In the J"s there were crusades all over 
tv.  In the early E"s there were mega churches and khristian confer-
ences where people were doing strange things that mostly resembled 
dramatic shows.  I saw very few people ITd say would come close to 
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demonstrating what ITd call a Fhumble disciples of 9esusF. Vhere were 
ministries  Onown to have people FpretendF to be healed or set free 
of Fevil spiritsF. Vhere were faOe miracles and signs and wonders. All 
those things had an impact on what I believed ?od was doing through 
people.  I never Onew anyone I really trusted or found credible in regard 
to supernatural things.  At least not until hearing my pastorjs wife. I 
always wanted to believe that 9esus still did what He said He would 
do with and through His disciples.  LiOe 9esus said people who really 
wanted to follow Him would do.  Nver since the Mrst time I started 
to read the 8ible after being born-again I had a growing desire.  A 
desire to see and hear in real life the things 9esus said anyone who 
follows Him should expect to be seeing and hearing. I got born again 
in Caudi Arabia in the Sirst ?ulf Dar while serving in the 7C Army as 
a parachute infantryman.



Chapter Three

How God Saved 
Me During the 
First Gulf War

W hen  I  got  born  again,  I  was  kind  of  anti-religion  and 
anti-church, because none of those things seemed to ever 

help anyone I knew. From what I saw in the lives of my religious 
friends, church and stu“ like that never seemed to really be any help. It 
was never a positive thing in their lives. It was like they ”hadS to go to 
church on Tundays. Ghey would tell me about what they did Taturday 
night, getting drunk and everything else leading up to being at church 
with a hangover or worse. To, none of that religious stu“ appealed to 
me. I believed in Hod, and the trinity but had never known that Ne 
wanted to know me. ’ot like a relationship with the real Hod kind of 
thing, not really.

Thortly after I got born again in the Hulf War, one chaplain told 
me it was a relationship that Ijd 'ust begun. ’ow HodJs my Father in 
heaven, Lesus my savior and Dord, and Nis Noly Tpirit was in me to 
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make it all real and help me. Unother chaplain encouraged me and 
helped me learn how to study the Yible and share about Lesus with 
others too. Ne also said, ”qoujre 'ust getting to know Lesus and, 'ust 
like with any real relationship, you need to spend time with someone if 
you want to really want to get to know them. With Hod you pray, you 
talk to Nim and learn how to listen to Nim, and you read the Yible. 
Ceading the Yible is also part of spending time with Nim too. Galk to 
Nim, ask xuestions, learn to hear Nis answers, and !nd them in Nis 
word, the Yible, and in life too. Upply what Ne teaches you in your 
life as Ne helps you understand it and you will grow.S

I took what these chaplains shared with me and did ezactly what 
they said to do. Ghere I was in a foreign country, you know, it was 
a war, but for me it also was as if I was being given a seven-month 
Ehristian retreat with Hod2 In the military there is a saying to describe 
all the eztra time that you have because you were waiting around in 
long lines very often, ”Nurry up and wait2S. To, I had a lot of time to 
read the Yible and to study what Hod was saying, thanks to handy little 
pocket Yibles. 

Tometimes I would write xuestions down in the pages of the Yible 
when they came up and keep reading. It amaKed me how a lot of 
times Hod would answer the xuestions that I wrote on one page here, 
on another page somewhere else in Nis word. Ghatjs how I got to 
know the Dord. When reading the Yible I saw Lesus healing people 
and dealing with evil spirits. I saw Lesus teaching his disciples to do 
the same things and teach others to do all those things too. Whenever 
I was reading through the Yible, if I could put what I was learning into 
practice or test what was being said in real life, I tried to do 'ust that. 
Ghe more I tried, the more I found out and could see for myself how 
true what Hod says really is2



OIEGRC UCU?U’VUBP

Ghere was stu“ I didnjt put into practice while I was still in the 
Hulf War too, like taking authority over evil spirits and trying to heal 
the sick. In part because I didnjt have the opportunity and because I 
didnjt have an understanding. Ghe more I read the Yible in the old and 
new testaments, the more Hod was giving me wisdom along the way 
too. Ghere was one time where somebody said, ”Ghe 3LO is the only 
real translation of the Yible you should rely on.S Lust like Lesus said, 
the Noly Tpirit will give you what to say when you need it... Ne gave 
me wisdom in that moment.

Thortly before this happened, I had read Lesus telling me in the Yible 
about how the Noly Tpirit was going to come and be with me. Unyone 
who becomes Nis disciple. Ghe Tpirit of Gruth, to be a counselor and 
that Ne was going to guide me into all truth. Ne would even bring 
back what Lesus teaches to my memory when I need it too. I looked at 
this guy sharing his belief about Yible translations and I said, ”Vo you 
believe in the Noly Tpirit1S 

Ne ezclaimed, ”Umen, qes I do, @raise the Dord2 I believe in the 
Noly Tpirit.S 

I said, ”qou believe Nejs the Tpirit of Gruth1S
Ghe guy said, ”Umen.S
I continued, ”Yelieve Nejs going to guide you and lead you into all 

truth1S 
Ghe guy replied, ”qes, praise the Dord.S 
Ghen I said, ”Well, if itjs the 3LO, or the ’IO, or the GO Huide, if 

therejs truth in it, I ezpect Nim to lead me.S 
Ghey stopped after that. Und itjs always been true. Noly Tpirit does 

'ust as Lesus said Ne would. I know Hod can teach me from a GO show 
or a song on the radio or taking a walk outside.  IJm not saying HodJs 
Word is not powerful and important, or that some translations are 
better than others, Yut Hod can speak in all kinds of di“erent ways. 
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Lust think about it, I mean...Nejs Hod2 Ghis is all part of how Ne 
led me. Detjs continue with what happened when I went to hear my 
pastorjs wife sharing.



Chapter Four

God Intervened 
Part - 2 

H ere’s what happened when I went to hear my pastor’s wife’s 
testimony.

When I heard her testimony, I was really encouraged because knally 
someone was talJing about the guy that I read about, the real !esusT 
vhe one I belieSe in, but not liJe a show. vhis wasn’t some con artist. It 
seemed liJe Holy “pirit was in me and conkrming to me on the inside 
that, YMes, this is real testimony of ”y worJ in her life.A

js a result of her testimony, I decided to go to the teaching that 
xust happened to be aSailable and start the neGt eSening at the ministry 
she’d receiSed helpT vhe testimony had been on Wednesday night. jt 
the last part of her sharing, the pastor’s wife had said that there was 
training liJe what she’d been to that Bod had used to help her, starting 
the neGt eSening. veaching and training to learn about some spiritual 
truths, how the real spiritual war the Dible teaches about worJs in this 
world still today, in people’s liSes around us, and in our own liSes too. 
vhere was also teaching about dealing with many things, including 
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authority in the name of !esus, breaJing curses and commanding eSil 
spirits, and so much more. jll being done with wisdom, the way 
!esus taught his disciples to do in His name. vhis training was starting 
the following vhursday and ;riday eSenings and “aturday morningT 
Bod’s timing again was incredibleT “o, I went through the training 
and eSen receiSed some prayer ministry, too. When Bod brought me 
through that process, I couldn’t help thinJing that maybe this was a 
Jey problem with my marriage. vhe one I was in the eighth month of 
the diSorce process to dissolSeT

I was always looJing for the problem with my marriage and how I 
could kG it1 ”aybe this is it, maybe it’s all spiritual warfare, it’s not 
her, it’s not me, it’s the spirits, it’s all of this, we xust need authority in 
!esus’ name and now I can kG the marriage. I always wanted to do the 
best I could with what I understand, and this was an entire area of life 
I’d neSer understood and neSer could haSe applied to my marriage. “o, 
we didn’t get diSorced- we reconciled.

jfter that reconciliation, I went through ministry training to teach 
and minister liJe I’d receiSed at that threeLday conference. I felt a 
calling to earn a master’s degree too, and become a Elinically Picensed 
(astoral Eounselor, board certiked in marriage and family counseling 
through the Uational Ehristian Eounselors jssociation )UEEj6. 
Vuring which I also got more inSolSed in ministry too. 

It was also during this time of life when I became close friends with 
Cichard ”ull, my interSiewer who I mentioned earlier. He and I went 
around ministering to pastors and wheneSer he had an opportunity, 
if I was aSailable, I would try to go with him. We did a lot and learned 
a lot too. Rur stories of how !esus was discipling us intertwined for a 
while in many ways. Bod used Cichard’s testimony of how He’d taJen 
care of Cich and his family for years as they liSed by faith, trusting 
Bod to proSide for them as he did what the Pord directed him to do. 
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Bod was using Cich’s testimony to encourage me to trust our ;ather 
in heaSen more tooT

I almost had been diSorced but then reconciled instead. Browing in 
a corporate xob as a programmer analyst, also worJing on the ”asters 
Vegree, also ministering with Cichard wheneSer I was aSailable. It was 
during this time when !esus made it clear that He was calling me into 
fullLtime ministry.



Chapter Five

Stepping Out of 
the Boat With 
Jesus

W hen Jesus called me into full-time ministry, I was working 
hard at climbing the corporate ladder. I’d been ministering 

with Richard Mull whenever I could. Going to prayer meetings and 
helping how I could with the skills I had been blessed with. Program-
ming, video production, audio editing and anything else needed that 
I could help. There was a moment I call a “White knuckle” moment 
while I was building my ministry skills and counseling where I knew 
Jesus was calling me to trust Him more, even to trust Him with my 
career too.

I had a schedule where I’d get up in the morning, be at work by 
5am, study for the M.A. for an hour, then work from 6am-3pm. Work 
was a 1hr45min drive each way. I had heard Richard’s testimonies 
of many amazing ways God had provided for him and his family. It 
really was amazing! Like reading about some wild things God did with 
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missionaries and stuK, but this was my friend, and I knew him, and I 
knew God. I felt God telling me it was time to take another step deeper 
with Him. It was like Jesus was standing on the water and I was on the 
outside edge of the boat, with one hand on the railing.

One foot over the water, one hand, “White Ynuckling” on the 
handrail, looking at Jesus saying, “I’m coming Lord, I know I can trust 
Eou. I’ll be right there, in a minute.” I’d read “Sncountering God”, so 
many years before any of this, and had seen God do amazing things 
in my life, but this was diKerent. This was God calling me to another 
level of trusting Him. This time with my career. Richard’s testimony 
of God’s faithfulness in providing for his family was only one piece of 
many that God was now highlighting to help encourage me to step oK 
of the boat on to the water with Jesus.

Bhortly before I :nally took a step of faith out on to the water, I 
found myself in a dilemma at work. I would be working on program-
ming and after a while I was needing to take caKeine pills to give me a 
boost to get through my days. I was working on my M.A., counseling, 
and ministering when possible as well. I was shocked at how whenever 
I was working and looking at the computer screen, I felt like I was 
plugged into the computer and my energy was Uowing into that work. 
I’d take a caKeine pill to keep going and give me a boost. When I would 
get phone calls about ministry, I’d be instantly fully awake, paying 
attention and ready for God to use me however He needed. As soon 
as I would hang-up the phone the energy was sapped away again. It 
felt as if when I was programming I was plugged into the computer 
and it was drawing power from me. ?ut when I was ministering, I was 
plugged into God by the Holy Bpirit, and I was drawing power from 
Him! This went on for weeks, and then something crazy happened.

I was performing my normal routine. Get up early, go to work, 
study, work, caKeine, work, be energized on a call, get back to work, 
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need another caKeine pillx and on and on. Well, this one day I realized 
I’d taken 3 caKeine pills to make it through the day. I shared with my 
wife at the time what had happened and how I really felt like God 
wanted me to step out into full-time ministryq she said, well then go 
ahead if you really believe it’s what God wants you to do. Bo, I wrote 
a letter and turned in my F-week notice that ne0t morning. 

I was :nally stepping oK the boat all the way! Maybe I’ll write a 
book one day and try to list all the amazing and miraculous things 
God’s done over the years as encouragement to someone who may 
need it. Eou see, God loves all of us the same. On more than one 
occasion, the only thing I needed to take another step and trust God 
has been a testimony of how God helped someone else. If you know 
that God’s calling you to do something or take some action but you’re 
not Fuite ready to take the step, pray that He gives you what you need 
to take that step. He’s the true living God. He’s smart enough to :gure 
out a way to speak to you in a way you’ll know it is “His” direction 
and encouragement. Ask, knock and seek. God used Richard’s walk 
of faith to encourage me about provision for sure.

To be encouraged by Richard’s own amazing story of God’s answer 
to a Bouthern ?aptist minister’s prayer of, “Lord Disciple Mex”, I 
suggest you get a copy of his book, “The Jesus Training Manual”, 
from Amazon or Audible. I know people whose faith has been being 
rekindled and re-ignited by the Lord as they read that book! Now back 
to this storyx.

I ended up working with Richard for his ministry, Operation Light 
Gorce, for about F years. Then God showed me another step He had 
for me to continue to grow in His way for my life. I’d gone and heard 
Peter and Giona Horrobin, of Sllel Ministries, teaching at a church 
in Valrico, Glorida. After one teaching, it was made clear to me I was 
being called to go and learn from one of their ministry’s schools in the 
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…Y for several months. There was an interesting catch, the training 
started in two weeks, and I had a family of :ve and no money to make 
things happen.

Two weeks; I didn’t know how to put all that together, but I was 
like, “Okay, if we’re going to be leaving the …B in two weeks, what 
can we do; We don’t have money, so we can’t buy plane tickets, but 
what can we do to get ready if we were going to go;” And we did those 
things, and God provided the money, provided the plane tickets, the 
passports, and in two weeks we were in the …Y! God is so awesome 
and I’ve seen God do plenty. I thought God was going to train me and 
send me back to continue with Richard in Operation Light Gorce, but 
God’s plans don’t always work the way we think. Instead, I ended up 
working with Sllel Ministries from FHH4 until FH11, in the …Y until 
FHH5, and then in Glorida in the …B.

It would not be surprising if you may have a thought as you’ve been 
reading like, “All of this sounds great. How did you ever get to a place 
of considering divorce after all of this;” Please read on.



Chapter Six

What Happened 
to the Marriage 
God Saved? Part - 
1

T o recap, I almost got a divorce. God stepped in and we stopped 
the divorce. God led me to learn about spiritual warfare and 

learning to do more of what I read about Jesus’ disciples doing. This 
was an injection of hope in me to still try to save my marriage. I stepped 
away from a growing career in corporate America and into full time 
Christian ministry.  In ministry I was teaching and ministering and 
doing many other things as needed along the way. We’d been living 
by faith for years. God provided more than all we needed, cars, food, 
housing, travel and much more. At this point I’d been in ministry 
and helped many people in many diVerent ways. Including helping 
some to gain healing and also to help others to have freedom from the 
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enemy of God. Btill others to build up and help grow in their own life 
journey as fellow disciples of Jesus. ?ut what about my marriagek 2id 
understanding, applying spiritual warfare principals, and authority in 
Jesus’ name to breaY strongholds and curses and much more helpk 
Fes, and no. xor the things that could be helped, yes, for the things 
that could not, no. Dot all things that come against marriages are 
controllable.

Nany times, when I’ve shared my e-perience in the healing and de“
liverance ministry, I’ve heard people say things liYe, ”Fou don’t thinY 
there’s a demon under every rocY do youkH. This happens normally 
because a person has had bad e-periences with other people that say 
they deal with evil spirits. Rften, this also shows a person may have a 
lacY of training along these lines. This is curious since Jesus calls his 
disciples, followers, to maYe disciples the way Le did. NaYe more of 
Lis disciples, loving one another the way that Le loves us. 

:et me say it this way' if Jesus taught Lis disciples, Lis followers, 
to deal with evil spirits, but your training doesn’t have any of that 
included, then whose disciples are you being trained to bek And if you 
are maYing disciples for Jesus and you’re leaving out training that Jesus 
taught, then wouldn’t you want to maYe adjustments.  Wouldnzt you 
want your teaching to be more liYe Jesus and Lis ways when you re“
aliPe what you teach is diVerent from Jesusz teachingk Rf course, Jesus 
taught much more to Lis disciples than about using the authority Le 
gives us in Lis name to command evil spirits. 

I use it as an obvious e-ample of something not being taught by 
many current so“called leaders in the body of Christ. They teach and 
are only following in part at best. They may be in danger of becoming 
modern day e-amples of the blind leading the blind. It’s liYe feeding 
the body of Christ imitation milY while e-pecting them to be healthy 
and then wondering why the world doesn’t see Jesus. Eerhaps this 
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is an e-ample of what the apostle Eaul warns Timothy, teachers and 
so“called believers to stay away from, ”Laving a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof' from such turn away.H, found in STimothy 
5'( K)JO!. 

xrom others with more e-perience than myself, I’ve heard, and 
agree, that the biggest problem in the Christian world is not evil spirits. 
It’s a lacY of real discipleship and maYing real disciples of Jesus so 
that God’s truth can be learned and applied in people’s lives. If all the 
problems people had were just evil spirits or demons, then the answer 
would be simple and fast. TaYe authority over the evil spirits, deal with 
their spiritual permission to be aVecting a person’s life, and cast them 
out1

Bo, after many years in ministry, learning to apply God’s truths 
in my life and helping others to do the same, what happened to my 
marriagek Couldn’t I just YicY out all the evil spirits and tah“dah, all 
things are newk Do. 2id I wish it was that simple, of course.

Narriage taYes two. In all this time and growth, I was still trying to 
worY on my marriage, too. 

There I was in Christian ministry. N.A. degree and credentials as 
a Eastoral Counselor board certi4ed in Narriage and xamily Coun“
seling. I decided to focus on worYing in ministry rather than starting 
a counseling practice. I’d learned many things along the way, but still 
needed help with deep things in my marital relationship. Things that 
were not just spiritual, not just easy to YicY out, not just outside stuV. 

Also there were other things that hurt me from deep on the inside. 
These things were deeply rooted beliefs. They aVected my relationship 
with my wife and even our children.  ?eliefs that had actually come 
from my Cst step father. Le had only been my step father for three 
years, but it still left a marY within my hurt“little“soul. Le was Ynown 
for being several things which he proudly wore as titles, a ”red“necY 
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IndianH, an ”iron“worYerH, and a drunY. :iYe everyone, he had good 
and bad days. 

:iYe every drunY, the people who loved him would develop ways to 
survive.  These survival strategies worY when you are in a relationship 
with someone who’s an addict of some Yind. The problem is that what 
you may call ”normalH in that Yind of relationship is not ”normalH or 
”healthyH in any other relationships. What is worse is that you don’t 
Ynow that you have these issues that you are bringing into your rela“
tionships that are unhealthy.  Fou also donzt realiPe that these behav“
iors are not ”normalH. At least not until you have no choice but to face 
them, and that’s if you are lucYy. Rtherwise, those unhealthy things 
just persist and always worY at destroying or maintaining damage in 
your relationships. 

3ltimately, those unhealthy ways to protect yourself, ways you 
don’t realiPe e-ist, continue hurting you and the ones you love too. 
Could there be spirits involved in these thingsk Bure, and there prob“
ably demons too, ?3T, there is often a lot of training and beliefs that 
have become entrenched in each person too. Wrong ?eliefs are liYe 
things a person thinYs are true, which are actually lies. ?eliefs can’t 
just be cast out of a person. Also, a person can’t even begin to worY on 
things that need to be worYed on when they don’t Ynow those things 
e-ist or what they are. Mecognition that I had something still needing 
worY and a big desire to get healthy Yept pushing me forward to Yeep 
seeYing.

I Ynew I still needed help with my marriage, but wasn’t sure what to 
do. And then I was at the place of, oYay, something needed to happen. 
I went to a pastor’s retreat in Bcotland.



Chapter Seven

A Pastor’s Retreat 
in Scotland 

G od used this retreat to show me a root cause of my unhealthy 
marriage.

Probably about a year before writing the book, “God’s Adopted”, 
God started working on me when I had gone to a Christian retreat for 
pastors in Scotland. 

Before leaving for the UK from the US, I had started reading a book, 
“Codependent No More”. In my room at the retreat I got to the point 
of this book where it lists out something it called the “12 steps”.  It 
turns out that they were the same that Alcoholics Anonymous, AA, 
uses.  As I read the 3rst L of the steps the Hord came to help me as a 
wall, my wall, of denial began to be unveiled to me. 

…ere are the 3rst L steps. Imagine that as I’m reading each one, I’m 
absolutely seeing myself amid them and kind of seeing the truth in 
each one for myself in my life. I’ll share each of these 3rst three steps 
and include how I was applying each to myselfV
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Picture thisW if you can, I’m sitting down at a little desk, reading, 
becoming overwhelmed with emotions, crying like a baby, needing a 
towel to help with the blubbering and mucusV.

1. —e admitted we were powerless over alcohol-that our lives had 
become unmanageable. >>>F became “…eavenly Yather, I admit that 
I’m powerless and unable to save my marriage and that I’d tried all I 
could and didn’t know what to doV.”

2. Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore 
us to sanity.. >>>F became “I know Jou can do all things, please help me 
with this Hord.”

L. Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of 
God as we understood …im.. >>>F became “Eesus, Jou are Savior, not 
me, I cannot save this and I’ve tried, I lift the marriage and myself and 
the future and whatever it means or needs to mean or become and put 
it all in Jour hands.”

I was crying like a little baby with snot dripping down. It was like 
the Hord was showing me all the years I had been trying to be the 
“savior” of my marriage. …e’s savior, I’m not the savior. …e can be 
savior, but I can’t be savior. I had to say, “Rkay, Hord, uncle, Jou be 
Hord over this.” …e was beginning to help me understand how I’d 
been trying to be lord and trying to control things in my relationships 
that were not mine to control.

I had tried everything I could think of to save the marriage. Becom>
ing a counselor and earning a master’s degree and all the training that 
went with them. All of that was great, but it didn’t save the marriage. 
Shortly after the trip to Scotland I decided it was wise to step away 
from being in leadership in ministry so that I could let myself be able 
to make any decisions I needed to make without hurting the ministry 
I believed in or anyone who served with me in it either.
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I say all of that because that’s all part of what the Hord was doing in 
my life when I wrote “God’s Adopted”. In “God’s Adopted”, I share 
little nuggets of what God was doing in me at that time and through 
that process. Ohere was a year that …e had me go to a 12>step program 
as an adult child of an alcoholic. Ohere’s something called Al>Anon for 
the families of alcoholics. My 3rst stepfather was an alcoholic. I knew 
he loved me, but his brokenness broke me in some ways I couldn’t 
know or understand as a child.

…e had only been my stepdad for three years, but that a'ected me 
xuite a bit. It twisted my internal road>map to what a relationship was 
supposed to be like.  Izd been impacted in ways I didn’t understand. 
Now that my eyes were being opened I could see some of those un>
healthy habits more clearly. Unhealthy ways of handling situations or 
responding to others.  I was starting to see them being re8ected in my 
kids and in my marriage too. So, I started working on all that I could 
by applying what good counseling was directing me as I understood 
how. Also I was allowing my beliefs to get worked on too. By putting 
myself under safe teaching and ejperience that helped me test what 
good vs bad  beliefs were in regard to relationships.  It was the help 
I felt Godzs peace about receiving through the avenues I had found. 
Some help from God through a counselor whozd specialiEed in adult 
children of alcoholics. Some other help from God through Al>Anon.

In the 12 steps I went through in Al>Anon, God showed me how 
…e loved people way beyond my religion. —ay beyond what I under>
stood from what I’d learned in ministry and in the Bible. …e wasn’t a 
di'erent God. …e’s the same God. …e was showing me how …e loves 
people far beyond my understanding.  …is love for them was there even 
though in that moment of their lives they might think or want to say 
that a chair was their God. …e was showing me a deeper level of …is 
love for those people. …is truths and gospel didn’t change or anything. 
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…e still died for everyone. ?ven if they didn’t believe in …im or know 
…im.

I knew that my marriage relationship was a broken thing. Ohe 
12>steps helped me come to reality on things that I Gust hadn’t been 
recogniEing. It really put me in a position of, I need to be real about 
this. I need to be real with myself. Now I had to start taking more steps 
toward a healthy reality, even if it hurt. In truth, it was a'ecting my 
family, but I couldn’t see it.

…ow was it hurting my family and why couldnzt I see it or do 
anything about it7  Het me elaborate that in the nejt chapter.



Chapter Eight

What Happened 
to the Marriage 
God Saved? Part - 
2

F or years, I was praying and believing and hoping that God was 
going to swoop in and save the marriage. I’d hoped God would 

just wipe away any issues that were acekting the fids bekause oH this 
unhealthy mom and dad relationship. I had hoped that God was going 
to reskue the fids and tafe anything bad right out oH them. Se didn’t 
do any oH that. It did not happen that way. Nome results seem obvious. 
;one oH the fids really believe in marriage, at least not with the God 
their parents seemed to talf about, teakh about, and say they trusted. 

I don’t blame them at all, thoughV it mafes sense when I konsider 
the reality whikh I hadn’t been seeing. It’s not that I was ignoring 
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what was happening. Ohat would have been negligent, I didn’t see it. 
I kouldn’t.

It’s really painHul. I was in more denial than I reali-ed. Dy en“
kounter with God in Nkotland was not going to waste. I started searkh“
ing Hor more understanding oH ko“dependenky, whikh ultimately lead 
me to ”nd someone who spekiali-ed in helping adult khildren oH 
alkoholiks. M name used to deskribe a large group oH people with 
similar issues Hrom khildhoods damaged by alkoholik parents. MHter 
more researkh, I Hound help on a website by a spekialist who helped 
these wounded souls and eventually even kontakted this person. I saw 
this therapist a Hew times, this older women who spekiali-ed in adult 
khildren oH alkoholiks and the issues they had. Oo say that these therapy 
sessions, online video kalls, were interesting would be an understate“
ment.

Nhe read me life a boof even though we’d never met beHore, WOhis is 
what’s going on and why and how you bekame to akt and reakt the way 
you do.! WPowx!. I was shokfed. Dost oH the issues had to do with the 
impakt my ”rst step“Hather had on me. qerhaps you may not fnow this. 
Phen you’re raised by alkoholiks or anyone who has addiktions, you 
develop kertain ways to deal with situations that you don’t reali-e you 
are developing. For e"ample to survive and try to stay saHe you learn 
to asf and respond to Buestions in ways that you thinf will mafe the 
outkomes and responses be what you need them to be.  It’s unhealthy, 
but you don’t fnow it’s unhealthy. For you, it’s normal. Phen you 
grow up, inevitably, that EnormalE way to have relationships is all you 
got. It’s really not normal, and it’s not healthy. :ut you don’t fnow 
that. 

It attrakts other people that have those finds oH issues, or people 
who kan perpetuate your unhealthy issues. Ohose finds oH people, or 
at least their issues, attrakt your issues and vike versa and then you have 
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a matkhx Tan God use sukh a matkhY Kesx Is it always going to go the 
way you thinf it mightY ;o. Tan God still be glori”ed, worf out Sis 
plan, mold and shape and kreate parents and khildren out oH all these 
finds oH thingsY RH koursex Se’s Godx :ut that still doesn’t mean the 
marriage kan last. 

It’s ama-ing how that worfs. Owo people trying to have a healthy 
relationship based on a belieH system that they don’t fnow they have 
that is aktually unhealthy. Ohere’s no way unless you have outside help 
to korrekt that. No, I started getting help with everything. I started to 
deal with and relate with the fids dicerently. I also started to try to deal 
with the marriage relationship dicerently, too.

qart oH getting healthy is learning to rekogni-e what is unhealthy 
so that you kan aktually begin khoosing the ways you want to akt 
and reakt in relationships.  Rtherwise you just kontinue on auto“pilot 
with the unhealthy ways developed in your past. Ohe last thing I ever 
wanted in marriage was divorke. :ekause my own parents had divorked 
and I didn’t want this generational divorke find oH thing to kontinue 
through me iH I kould help it. I wanted to believe that we kould just 
breaf that kurse in 2esus’ name. It wasn’t going to happen. Ohere I was 
in a time and plake where it was as iH I were standing in a room loofing 
around thinfing, oh no, now whatY

Ohis will never khange. Ohere’s nothing I kan do about this. I mean, 
there are things about this unhealthy relationship that need to khange 
whikh are aktually out oH my hands. Ohings I myselH kan’t khange. Ohe 
only thing I kould khange is whether I remained in this unkhangeable 
plake. Mnd when it got to that plake oH hopelessness, that’s when I 
ended up saying, RA, I need to get a divorke. :ut I didn’t want to ever 
do that. I never really had a plan Hor this direktion I never thought I’d 
ever even konsider. Save you ever Hound yourselH in a plake where you 
were mafing a dekision that you never thought you would, or breafing 
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a kommitment or a kovenant or a vow that you never thought you 
wouldY 

3ivorke is up there on my list oH things that I never wanted to do 
or konsider. Ohanf God Hor Sis word and the true and real e"amples 
Se’s given in it Hor us. I kan say that I’d never deny 2esus, kan youY I 
would hope so, but sometimes we kannot fnow what we’ll do or not 
do unless we’re in that moment needing to mafe a khoike. Ohere are at 
least JB people I kan thinf oH who denied Thrist who swore, to 2esus in 
person, they would die beHore doing that. Kou may fnow them too iH 
you’ve read a Gospel, but let me enkourage you with this a little deeper 
Hor a healthy result.



Chapter Nine

Hope From 
Unspeakable 
Decisions

I  love scripture. It even has examples of people doing things that 
they never thought or imagined they would ever do. Just like I had 

found myself in a place where I had made a decision I never dreamed 
I would make.  Looking down a path that I never thought I would 
ever have my feet on in the ,rst place. I take some comfort when I 
think of the disciples with JesusH how they each made a vow to die with 
bim …efore denying bim' …ut then they did.  IPm comforted in their 
humanityH and in knowing IPm humanH and limited like they wereH and 
still loved …y my Lord as they were too.

In the past I always used to recall how 3eter made that vow to Jesus 
and then denied bim R times …efore the rooster crowed.  -eAreading 
the passage shows clearly that ’LL the disciples made the same vow.  
bow they saidH even if I have to dieH IVll never deny you. ItVs worth 
reading here if you havenVt seen the words in a while. ’fter Jesus tells 
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3eter how 3eter will deny him three times …efore the rooster crows we 
see this verseH Natthew 6:5R( EDbB)“ ‘3eter said to himH ”Bven if I 
must die with youH I will not deny you.V All of the disciples also said 
likewise..W Ehighlighting added“

-ight after 3eter says what he didH it saysH ‘All of the disciples also 
said likewise.W In other wordsH every disciple there declared on their 
life that they would not deny Jesus. )ut they did deny bim. Bvery one 
of them. I think it is very healthy to consider that we are all limited 
human …eings. Ge donVt always know our own limitations. Ge can 
make commitments the …est that we canH even take vowsH …ut we still 
donVt know our own limits. 

I a…solutely …elieve that 3eter and the rest of the disciples were 
sincere when they said that theyVd die with Jesus …efore denying bim. 
I do not think that any of those disciples were lying. )ut every one of 
them still denied bim. I …elieve jod knows our limits even though we 
ourselves do not. be knows what weVll …e a…le to doH or not doH even 
though there are times we do not know ourselves. Ohis encourages me.

I get some peace from that …ecause IVm Sust a human myself too. Ny 
marriage is not the same as my relationship with Jesus. )ut they have 
some similarity in this5 I never want to disown my JesusH and I wanted 
nothing to do with having or needing a divorce either.

)ut that is exactly where I found myself. I could not change anyA
thing or do anything more to help my unhealthy marriage. IVd tried for 
manyH many years. ?oH what a…out divorce is so diUcultF Ghat makes 
it a decision that is often viewed as …eing ta…ooH or wrongF Ghere 
do people learn to look down uponH or Sudge people who have …een 
divorcedF  Ghy do people even look down upon themselves if they 
were divorced …y someone or especially if they were the one in the 
marriage that chose to get the divorceF 
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LetVs go down two roads on this hoping to consider the people 
divorce really aBects the most. 3eople whom Jesus died for and who 
our Cather in beaven loves dearly. 3eople whom Jesus still calls us to 
love in the same way that be loves.



Chapter Ten

The “D” Word: 
Divorce, the 
Good, the Bad, 
and the Ugly?

T here are many aspects to divorce. Some of the most powerful 
decisions people make on how they treat themselves and others 

in regard to divorce ultimately comes from their beliefs.
I want to take a little time in the next two chapters to try and shine 

a light on our thoughts, beliefs, and what God says about divorce and 
marriage. As I studied and prepared for writing this book I found that 
some of what I'd thought about divorce and God's views were actually 
wrong. 

I hope to shed light on some of the more signijcant beliefs that 
ultimately are used by people to Dudge others and themselves in ways 
that God never intended.  I know I had held myself at a distance from 
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God at least in part because of mine. ’lease test what I share about 
these things. Give yourself permission to consider your beliefs about 
divorce.

I hope to share GodWs truth about divorce in love, while also not 
ignoring some of the great reality of concerns, issues, and views about 
divorce too. Bhat are some -iblical views on divorce, marriage, and 
rezmarriage3

It ama!es me how often as IWm getting older that IWm seeing things 
in scripture I had not seen before. Rr sometimes worse, things I think 
I must have forgotten. Also, IWm jnding out there are things IWve been 
remembering inaccurately, or making assumptions about in errorF

qor some interesting introspection, you might answer some of these 
…uestions on a piece of paper before reading the rest of this chapter to 
compare notes with me. IWve included the answers I had with honest 
re(ection before writing this book in italics and parentheses) H with 
humility, I admit that my answers were not always correct either.8

1ere are J …uestions to read and stir up your current thoughts bez
fore seeing my own original answers shared below. In the next chapter 
I'll dig in a little more before continuing my story so you may see how 
God has helped me grow through this.  ?aybe some of that same help 
from 1im can help you too, if you need any.

2. Bhat did 4esus say about marriage3
5. Bhat did 4esus say about divorce3
7. Bhat is marriage and what happens to the marriage after this life 

on :arth is over3
6. Is there marriage in heaven3
L. Is Vivorce a sin3
Q. Bhat is in the 9aw of ?oses about divorce3
P. Eould some aspects of divorce be considered a sin3
J. 1ow about Cemarriage3
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"uestions in bold (My original answers are in italics and parenthe-
sis.)

2. Bhat did 4esus say about marriage3 (let no man put asunder 
what God has joined together. A man and a woman marry 
and become one flesh.)

5. Bhat did 4esus say about divorce3 (God hates divorce)
7. Bhat is marriage and what happens to the marriage after this life 

on :arth is over3 (Marriage ends after either spouse dies. Jesus mentions 
that no one is married in heaven when he’s asked who’s wife would a 
woman be who married several times and then dies.)

6. Is there marriage in heaven3 If you were married on earth, are you 
married in heaven3 (No, based on my previous answer.)

L. Is Vivorce a sin3 (I “felt” like it was, but also knew that it was 
made available in the OT law too. So I’m perplexed. Jesus says how it’s 
permitted for a man to get a divorce, but he also says that it was only 
because of man having hard hearts that Moses allowed for it. So, strictly 
speaking, it must not be a sin if it’s permitted by the Law, right?)

Q. Bhat is in the 9aw of ?oses about divorce3 (Steps on how to 
divorce a woman.) 

P. Eould some aspects of divorce be considered a sin3 (Jesus men-
tions to not take any vow and let your yes be yes and no be no…so perhaps 
taking and breaking the marriage “vow” may be. Also in the NT, it is 
states that if a man thinks something to be a sin, then for him it is. I think 
this means that even if God would not call something a “sin” that the 
individual may still treat others and themselves as if it were anyway.)

J. 1ow about Cemarriage3 (It is permitted if the single person’s 
original spouse died, or if an unbelieving spouse leaves or divorces you. 
Otherwise, it may be considered adultery. Curious in Ezra 10:44, we 
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see Israelites deciding to get divorced from their foreign wives, but God 
didn’t stop it.)

1ow do your answers compare to mine3 4ust to restate, not all of 
my answers above in italics are correct. Also, looking back in time I 
can say that not knowing what the -ible actually teaches regarding 
divorce caused me to stay in my unhealthy marriage for several extra 
years.  Then after the divorce my lack of understanding became fuel to 
Dudge myself instead of drawing nearer to God. -ut think about this, 
how much time and e“ort is the ”correct” amount that must be taken 
to try to save any marriage3 Jeep in mind that nozone can live our 
lives for us. This means that we all have to decide on these things for 
ourselves. This is especially true for this subDect. 1ow much time living 
in a state of ”unhealthy”, or time spent ”trying to jx the marriage” is 
too little, or too much3 Bhen is it RJ to say, KMUE9:FL

These are diMcult things to consider. Uot as simple as many people 
would like to make it. -ut very worthy to continue digging into so 
that truth in love may be able to shed light on this dark area of underz
standing. To examine beliefs honestly, we have to start where the -ible 
actually speaks plainly about divorce.



Chapter Eleven

Divorce in the 
Bible?

H ave you ever read in the Bible where divorce is explained? I 
thought I had and then, Boom! Here it is. 

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 1(NHEB) 1When a man takes a wife, and 
marries her, then it shall be, if she 'nd no favor in his eyes, because he 
has found some unseemly thing in her, that he shall write her a bill of 
divorce, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house. 2When 
she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man3s wife. 
;If the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorce, and give 
it in her hand, and send her out of his houseL or if the latter husband 
die, who took her to be his wifeL 4her former husband, who sent her 
away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is de'ledL 
for that is abomination before the ORGD: and you shall not cause the 
land to sin, which the ORGD your ’od gives you for an inheritance. 

Here are some more verses Iqve been taking into consideration.  I 
hope that many of the answers to the Vuestions from the previous 
chapter can be gleaned as you continue reading.
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Deuteronomy 2;:22-24(NHEB) 21When you shall vow a vow to 
the ORGD your ’od, you shall not be slack to pay it: for the ORGD 
your ’od will surely reVuire it of youL and it would be sin in you. 
22But if you shall forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in you. 2;Jhat 
which is gone out of your lips you shall observe and doL according as 
you have vowed to the ORGD your ’od, a freewill o6ering, which you 
have promised with your mouth. 

Hereqs a verse I originally thought maybe "esus had referenced. Jhis 
verse had also been a key verse in my beliefs about divorce for many 
years too. 

Talachi 2:1…(NHEB) FY 1… 5or I hate divorce,F says the ORGD, 
the ’od of Israel, Fand him who covers his garment with violence.F 
says the ORGD of hosts. FJherefore take heed to your spirit, that you 
do not deal treacherously.

Ty understanding about that passage in Talachi was challenged 
and expanded in recent years.  While researching for this book I al-
lowed myself to consider more context and also another fact I recently 
learned that I3ll mention later.

1st letqs try some context starting with verse 1; and then weqll even 
look at a key component of meaning that was based on a mis-transla-
tion over time which can be clearly seen. 

Talachi 2:1;-1…(NHEB) 1;Jhis again you do: you cover the altar 
of the ORGD with tears, with weeping, and with sighing, because 
he doesn3t regard the o6ering any more, neither receives it with good 
will at your hand. 14zet you say, 3Why?3 Because the ORGD has been 
witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you 
have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion, and the wife 
of your covenant. 19Did he not make one, although he had the residue 
of the Mpirit? Why one? He sought a godly seed. Jherefore take heed 
to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his 
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youth. 1…5or I hate divorce,F says the ORGD, the ’od of Israel, Fand 
him who covers his garment with violence.F says the ORGD of hosts. 
FJherefore take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.

Iqve always thought that the Bible was simple and clear on ’odqs 
thinking about divorce. He hates it, right? (Tal 2:1…).  Diving deeper 
into this passage in context I see how it turns out that it wasn3t that 
’od Fhated divorceF.   In context the men were using marriage and 
divorce in ways that ultimately were sinful. Jhey were mistreating 
what ’od had meant for good, marriage and also wrongfully taking 
advantage of divorce too.  ’od established marriage.  Based on "esus3 
explanation about divorce I think we can at the very least say that ’od 
allowed Toses to include divorce in ’od3s law.  

If ’od simply Fhated divorceF the way I3d always played those words 
in my mind then why didn3t He remove it from His law?  Why do we 
read on more than one occasion in the Bible how divorce was even used 
as a way for ’od3s people in some instances to return to ’od?  Here are 
a few of them if you haven3t seen them, E0ra j-1K, also in Nehemiah 
1;. In these instances there were mass divorces reVuired to get ’od3s 
people away from pagan gods and customs.  Um I 7ustifying divorce?  
No.  I3m saying that there was far more to understanding it and ’od3s 
perspective of it than I3d allowed myself to consider.

In E0ra and Nehemiah the people had married and were straying 
away from ’od. In Talachi ’od3s people were marrying and divorc-
ing to take advantage of relationships with women.  Cerse 1… where it 
is translated to say F3Y5or I hate divorce,3 says the Oord, ’od of IsraelF 
seemed to me like it would be sound doctrine to teach people that 
F’od hates divorceF.  I 'rmly believed this for many years and Vuoted 
it more than once. I never wanted divorce to be a choice I could make.  
Mo, I used this verse with its wording to act like a 'rm wall to stop me.  
5or myself I couldn3t help but to believe that if I ever chose divorce, 
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and the Bible says that F’od hates divorce.F,  then ’od would hate me 
if I ever chose divorce. In my research I found out that it turns out that 
F’od hating divorceF was a result of a poor translated verse.

I3ve included a profound chart at the end of this book that you may 
'nd interesting. Jhis chart shows how through time the answer to 
the Vuestions about Tal 2:1… - Who? Hates What, or whom? Had 
been changed over the years in many Bible translations. Jo simplify 
what it shows I can say that the earliest translations established that 
the husband was showing hate towards his wife, which is what De 24 
says he must do to 7ustify divorce. Beginning in 1…11 the 8ing "ames 
translation shows a change of view on this where it3s wording insights 
’od as hating divorce. Oater beginning in 2KK; Bible translators began 
to correct this verses intentions back to how it had been before it 
shifted in 1…11.  If you have some Bibles that are older than 2KK; you 
can take a look and compare the verses and see for yourself FwhoF is 
FhatingF, FwhatF or FwhoF. 

It3s not hard to see how such a slight change could have great rami-
'cations over the years.  Would it be easier to control people if the pas-
sage was sharing history of how people were using a law to their own 
advantage, or to say the ’od hates something?  Sltimately Talachi 
2 shows how ’od was displeased with people practicing religion for 
their own wrong intentions.

What about marriage in heaven? In the New Jestament, "esus is 
clear when He says that whomever ’od has 7oined together, let no 
one separate. He further explains how the two who were married had 
become one Pesh. "esus is challenged at one point concerning the law 
regarding a man to marry the wife of a fallen brother to bear children 
who could carry on the brotherqs line. "esus was asked whoqs wife will 
she be in heaven if sheqd been with each of the “ brothers, according 
to the law, and had no children still. In this instance, "esus ultimately 



CIAJRG UGUTUNDU44

explains how in Heaven men and women are not married or given in 
marriage any longer (Tt 22:2“-;K).

Gemarriage, but in truth even marriage without it being a sin, 
or committing adultery when applying biblical truths can be a little 
tricky. Jhese are ways the Bible lists in which a previously married per-
son can re-marry without committing sin, without blame and with-
out being in an adulterous a6air. Jheir marriage had to be dissolved 
because their spouse committed adultery, or their spouse died, or 
they were married to a non-believer whoqs left or divorced them. Ulso 
important is that the 2nd person of the new marriage must also have 
either never been married or become free from their prior marriage in 
a way that left them able to re-marry without sin too. 

Why does all of this matter so much? Because DICRGAE is so 
highly regarded as taboo. Tost people think that a proper marriage is 
when two people who marry who have never been married.  Biblically 
we know how that is a good thing, but there is a lot more to it than that. 
Oetqs be even more clear though in case itqs been missed. If thereqs been 
any sexual engagement in either of the coupleqs lives before getting 
married to one another, then theyqve already committed the sin of 
fornication and possibly even adultery beforehand.

Does it almost seem like, according to the Bible, almost everyone 
has committed adultery of some kind or another at some point or 
another? Well, have you or your spouse, if youqre married, ever looked 
with lust at a married person? Rn JC? In a movie? Do you think 
it makes any di6erence with ’od whether or not a person knew if 
someone was married at the time of the imagination of being together 
wrongly? 

Ufter reading some of these ways that a marriage can be tainted I 
think it3s easy to agree that we all have sinned at some point, which 
was de'nitely a point "esus was making.  It could have been in our own 
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past decisions, or our exqs, or our current spouse3s, or even any of our 
imaginationsY. 

Mo, What if you work out that your current marriage is possibly in a 
sinful state, or adulterous a6air based on the Bibleqs teachings? Jhere 
is good news! Oike all other sins, your actions and mine are the same if 
we want to be in right standing with ’od. Gepent, confess, and receive 
forgiveness. Ufter that, please go on with ’od. 

Does any of this make divorce any less impactful on the lives it 
a6ects? No, but it can certainly help anyone who wants to have ’odqs 
grace, mercy, love, and forgiveness.  I have found ’od working some 
more healing in me as I3ve researched and grown from writing this 
book. Especially in areas that were a6ected by divorce.

Iqm not making light of divorce. I am, however, trying to echo the 
fact that we all have sinned and will sin again 1"n 1:”.  I cannot help but 
to think of the verse shared by the apostle Laul in Gomans “:24-29a 
(NHEB) 24 What a wretched man I am. Who will deliver me out of 
the body of this death? 29 Jhanks be to ’od through "esus Ahrist, 
our Oord. 

If we all sin, and decisions surrounding divorce and re-marriage are 
sometimes sin, why is divorce considered MsinN? Tore to think about 
is how divorce is often considered a MbiggerN sin than other sins, even 
though MdivorceN itself is not the sin? Oetqs dive into this next.



Chapter Twelve

How Never 
Speaking About 
Divorce Could 
Become a Trap

W hen I was rtsm iattde,b I levde’e, mham Ig, ne’et oem a ,d’ct.ef 
Ig, .cie ytci a yaidv- wdmh se’etav ,d’ct.esf I was ,emetu

idne, mhamb le.aGse I was a lctnuaoadn levde’et dn kc,b I .cGv, ltea– 
mham .Gtse p I .cGv, .cnmtcv an- sdmGamdcn mham idohm meiAm ie mcwat, 
mham ,e.dsdcnf

I was wtcnof
?ymet mt-dno yct ian- -eatsb a ’et- vcno mdieb mc ,c e’et-mhdno I 

.cGv, mc sa’e i- iattdaoeb I en.cGnmete, sciemhdno mham was wctse 
mhan e’en .cnsd,etdno ,d’ct.ef 

Wham .cGv, le wctse mhan ,d’ct.e -cG ia- as–L Dem ie shate am 
veasm cne mhdno mham .an –dvv hcAe cy sa’dno a iattdaoeb e’en mhe hcAe 
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cy sciecne whc seeis mc ha’e mcc iG.h hcAe alcGm mcc ian- mhdnosf 
:’en sciecne wdvvdno mc mt- avicsm an-mhdnob e,G.amdcnb smG,-dnob 
hat, wct–b hevAdno cmhetsb an, mt-dno mc hevA mhedt cwn yaidv- mccf

:nmdmveienmx
Igi mav–dno alcGm mhe ,anoet cy AGmmdno -cGt iattdaoe dnmc a sdmu

Gamdcn whete -cG ma–e cn mhe levdey mham -cGt sAcGse .an U:O:C 
.hccse ,d’ct.e le.aGse mhe- ha’e nc .hcd.ef Vc -cG levde’e mhamL Vc 
-cG levde’e mham -cG ha’e a iatdmav sdmGamdcn whete -cG ct -cGt sAcGse 
has Uc Ehcd.e ej.eAm mc teiadn dn mhe iattdaoeL I HGsm wanm mc watn 
-cG hcw mham yavse levdey .cGv, le Gse, l- mhe enei- cy kc, an, avv 
whc leat 'ds diaoeb whd.h dn.vG,es e’et-cne 'egs .teame,b -cG an, 
ie mccb mc ,esmtc- mhe iattdaoef

? levdey vd–e mham .an vGvv a Aetscn dnmc a yavse sense cy se.Gtdm-f Im 
.cGv, ha’e cne ct mhe cmhet dn mhe iattdaoe levde’e mham mhe- ,cnTm ha’e 
mc AGm an- e“ctm dnmc ledno dn a tevamdcnshdA am avvb mham mhe- .cGv, HGsm 
ma–e yGvv a,’anmaoe cy mhe cmhetgs vc-avmdesf Im .cGv, avsc meiAm a Aetscn 
mc levde’e mham avv mham kc, an, vdye ha’e yct mhei ds cnv- sG“etdno Gnmdv 
,eamh avcne Aatms cne ct mhe cmhetf

I tea, a vcno mdie aoc hcw cne cy mhe Ehtdsmdan aGmhcts I a,idte 
mhe icsm ha, a wdye whc a.mGavv- was tevde’e, aymet hds ,eamh le.aGse 
she .cGv, rnavv- enHc- vdyex Wham a hat, mhdno mc tea, alcGm sciecne 
I a,idte, sc iG.hf …hds avsc en.cGtaoe, ie mc wct– cn i- cwn 
iattdaoe e’en ictef …ham was ncm a mesmdicn- I wanme, mc ha’e alcGm 
i- wdye ct iattdaoef ”'etegs sc an, scb whc was a oteam idndsmetb whc 
kc, Gse, idohmdv-Yf whcse wdye an, yaidv- rnavv- ycGn, Hc-b Aea.e 
an, vdye aymet mhe- wete nc vcnoet Gn,et mham wedohmYfB 8G.–x 

Igi ncm AtcG, cy oemmdno a ,d’ct.ef Im ds ncm sciemhdno I wanme, mc 
.hccse e’etb lGm mhete ate wctse mhdnos mhan ,d’ct.ef 

Wh- wcGv, I wtdme a .haAmet vd–e mhds dn a lcc– vd–e mhdsL ze.aGse 
dy -cG rn, -cGtsevy ledno vGvve, l- a yavse sense cy se.Gtdm- an, ,c ncm 
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mhdn– mham iattdaoe ma–es mwc AecAve wct–dno mcwat,s a .ciicn ocav 
cy a vdye dn .ciiGndcn wdmh ea.h cmhetb mhen lewatef 8cG ia- avsc 
mhdn– an, levde’e mham cnv- cne Aetscn has ocm mc wct– cn mhe iattdaoef 
:’en icte ,anoetcGsb -cG ia- mhdn– mham Aetscn whc nee,s mc wct– 
cn mhdnos ,ces ncm dn.vG,e -cGtsevyf Imgs am mham Acdnm cy .cnmenmdcn 
whete mhe enei- wdvv smtd–e an, ma–e hcv, an, .tGsh whamTs veymf Iy -cG 
,cngm wanm mhdnos mc diAtc’e dn -cGt iattdaoeb HGsm smcA ma–dno an- 
a.mdcn mc avvcw -cGtsevy mc otcw ct mc en.cGtaoe -cGt sAcGse mc ,c mhe 
saief

Rne cy mhe ldooesm ,anoets alcGm enmdmveienm ds mham whce’et ds 
yeevdno enmdmve, ia- a.mGavv- le alGsdno mhedt sAcGse dn scie wa- ct 
ancmhet an, ncm e’en teavd9dno dmf …hdn– alcGm dmb dy -cG e’et heat 
an-cne dn a iattdaoe sa-dno mhdnos vd–eb ”8cG ha’e mc ,c mhds ct mhamb 
ct avvcw ie mc ,c mhds ct mhamYf ze.aGse wegte iattde,fB Iy -cG heat ct 
mhdn– sG.h mhdnosb mhen I en.cGtaoe -cG mc ha’e scie .cn’etsamdcns 
wdmh -cGt sAcGsef Iy -cG .anncm mav– mc mhei alcGm mhcse levdeys 
le.aGse cy yeatb mhen ia-le .cnsd,et oemmdno hevA cy scie –dn,f Cevau
mdcnshdA smG,desb .cGnsevdnob zdlve smG,des mham smdt heavmh- ,ds.Gssdcnb 
sciemhdnof 

Wham ds la, alcGm mav–dno alcGm an- cy mhese mhdnosL I –ncw mhete 
ate AecAve whc mhdn– mham e’en sAea–dno wct,s vd–e mhds cGm vcG, od’es 
mhe wct,s Acwetf ?esGs sad, ian- mhdnos dn mtGmh an, dn vc’e an, ne’et 
vcsm aGmhctdm- ct Acwet mc tesdsm sdn an, ,c wham ds tdohmf :jAcsdno 
,at–ness an, yavse levdeys dn vc’e .an ltdno ytee,ci an, sav’amdcnf :’en 
yct iattdaoesx ?Gsm le.aGse -cG mhdn– -cGt sAcGse ds a.mdno enmdmve, 
le.aGse -cG see dm an, heat dm dn mhedt a.mdcns an, wct,s ,ces ncm iean 
mham mhe- –ncw mhe- ha’e yavven dnmc dmf Iy -cG sa- sciemhdnob mhen 
mhdnos .an .hanoe yct mhe lemmetf Ma- sciemhdnof Iy -cG .anncm sa- 
an-mhdnob mhen Ata-etyGvv- teutea, mhe Ate’dcGs AataotaAhf
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Rne yeat I –ncw AecAve ha’e alcGm mav–dno alcGm ,d’ct.e ds mhe- 
wctt- mham e’en mhe .cn’etsamdcn ia- od’e mhedt sAcGse teascn mc 
.cnsd,et dm as an cAmdcnf Iy mham wete mc haAAenb mhe- avtea,- wete 
.cnsd,etdno dmf

WcGv, dm le a la, mhdno dy ea.h Aetscn dn a iattdaoe mhcGohm mham 
mhe- nee,e, mc AGm e“ctm dnmc vc’dno ea.h cmhetL I .an sa- yct .etmadn 
mham a iattdaoe mc sciecne whc ,cesngm levde’e mhe- nee, mc a.mGavv- 
vc’e dn a.mdcn an, wct,s ds idssdno sciemhdno diActmanmf

Vd’ct.e ds ncm sciemhdno I wdsh yct an-cneb lGm as I smame dn ancmhet 
Ava.e dn mhds lcc–b mhete ate .etmadnv- mdies an, sdmGamdcns mham wattanm 
dmf



Chapter Thirteen

Is Divorce a Sin? 
Are Divorcees 
Able to Enter the 
Kingdom of God?

C onsider the simpliaed wnsqers to these u(estions vto ,ieq 
u(estions qith some wnsqersA see xppendiF CA Qirst -(es)

tions:I
Ds ci,or?e w sinN O!g 
Co(ld the de?ision to bet w di,or?e fe w res(lt or ?onseu(en?e oy sin 

oy either pwrtY in,ol,edN ’esg 
xre there ?hoi?es mwde wyter di,or?e thwt mwY fe sin yor either pwrtY 

in,ol,edN ’esg
Cwn someone qhoKs feen di,or?ed enter the Ginbdom oy EodN 

’SVg
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Boq ?wn wnYone qhoKs feen di,or?ed enter the Ginbdom oy EodN 
coes the kifle swY theYKll fe o(tside the bwtes oy hew,enN x m(?h 
more importwnt u(estion D thin“ to ws“ isA WTho wre O!” !(tside 
the Ewtes wnd TB’N.

co Yo( “noq someone qho holds di,or?e o,er wnYone else in s(?h 
w qwY thwt s(bbests theY wre trewtinb di,or?e ws iy it qere the (npwrdon)
wfle sinN D qill ne,er mw“e libht oy di,or?eA f(t D hope to ne,er mw“e 
too hew,Y oy it eitherj ke ?wrey(l not to tw“e w plw?e ws P(dbe wnd impwrt 
p(nishment in w plw?e qe wre ?ommwnded to lo,eg ”here is w P(dbe in 
hew,enA onlY onej ”he swme person qho tells (s here on ewrth to lo,e 
one wnotherj ”o fe ?lewrA mwrriwbe is serio(sA wnd the dissol(tion oy 
wnY mwrriwbe is serio(s tooj 

keyore rewllY dibbinb into this moreA letKs rewd some s?ript(res wnd 
?onsider EodKs hewrt on wll oy thisj UewllYA EodKs hewrt on thisN ’SVj 
Bewrt on qhwtN Bis hewrt rebwrdinb Bis ?hildrenj 

5ore -(estions vto ,ieq u(estions qith some wnsqersA see xppen)
diF CA Ve?ond -(estions:I

Jlewse wnsqer these u(estions feyore loo“inb wt some wnsqers in the 
xppendiFj 

Tho wre EodKs tr(e ?hildren wnd hoq did theY fe?ome Bis ?hil)
drenN

Tho wre 8es(sK frothers wnd sistersN 
Thwt did Yo( or wnYone else do to fe?ome w ?hild oy EodN 
Tho deser,es to fe w ?hild oy EodN 
Thwt ?wn ewrn or pwY yor entrY into EodKs ywmilYN 
co Yo( still e,er sinN vDy Wno.A then ?w(tio(slY rewd H8n HI2:
D hope Yo( see the of,io(s ,oidA do Yo(N
!ne bowl oy this foo“ is to en?o(rwbe di,or?ees to drwq newr to Eodj 

xnother bowl is to shine w libht into wn wrew oy h(rt wnd lw?“ oy lo,e 
some memfers wnd lewders qithin the fodY oy Christ shoq toqwrds 
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memfers dewlinb qith di,or?e fwsed more on yewr rwther thwn tr(th 
in lo,ej ”he tr(th is thwt people bet di,or?ed yor rewsons feYond one 
spo(se hw,inb ?ommitted wd(lterYj

Thwt wre rewsons yor di,or?e Yo(B,e hewrd oyN  Dy di,or?e itsely is not 
sinA then qhY is it trewted li“e itBs not onlY w sinA f(t wlso one oy the 
most wqy(l onesN



Chapter Fourteen

Why is Divorce 
Treated Like an 
Unpardonable Sin

W hat is a family, (here I speak specigcally redarniod marrien cu
.ples)?w It is the special relatiuoship createn bheo tbu marry 

aon Cecume uoe) xhilnreo are belcumen memCers iotu a family, C.t 
it is the marrien cu.ple that are the e’istiod family memCers grst) 

I nuovt thiok that maoy thiods haTe a dreater impact uo the burln 
fur duun thao duun families, aon niTurce Criods ao eon tu a family 
.oit) xao duun still cumew Bhaokf.lly, yes) A.t at bhat custsw Dt bhat 
lussesw

jiTurce is sumethiod that cao aVect maoy liTes aon each uoe fur 
a lifetime, out O.st a shurt amu.ot uf time) Bhe h.sCaon aon bife, 
the chilnreo, aoythiod that the h.sCaon aon bife han createn tudether 
iosine aon u.tsine uf the marriade) A.sioess, frieonships, cuotract.al 
adreemeots, Ouiot Teot.res, mioistries, careers, nreams, duals, plaos, 
hupes, pussiCle f.t.res, aon Ivm s.re this list cao du m.ch f.rther) 
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What aCu.t the impact uo the chilnreo aon their Celiefs aon nreams 
aon frieons aon relatiuoships aon the list aCuTe aon su uow 

Wheo a marriade is nissulTen, eTerythiod nepeoneot uo it is aVecten 
sumehub, aon yu. caoout albays koub hub Ceca.se be are limiten io 
u.r .onerstaoniod aon uoly h.mao) 

Dm I sayiod yu. u.dht tu oeTer Ce, ur det, ur cuosiner niTurcew 4u, 
Ivm sayiod that if yu. eTer nu, theo please Ce Tery real aCu.t bhat 
is at stake aon the pussiCle cuoseY.eoces) Dre all the cuoseY.eoces 
uf niTurce Canw It really nepeons uo the reasuo Cehion the niTurce) 
What if the niTurce bas Casen uo the necisiuo tu liTe Ts nyiod, ur det 
abay frum ao aC.siTe .ohealthy relatiuoship, ur frum sumeuoe bhu 
.ltimately is takiod anTaotade uf a Crukeo Tersiuo uf yu.rself bhum 
yu. ou luoder baot tu Cew

Bu make it as plaio as pussiCle, I .onerstaon that if a persuo is tryiod 
tu necine that they m.st det a niTurce Ceca.se the uoly uther uptiuos 
are out liTiod ur remaioiod io ao aC.siTe life, theo niTurce may Ce the 
uoly uptiuo) Whu negoes bhat it meaos tu out liTe, ur bhat aC.se is, 
ur bhat -un has callen yu. tu remaio io ur out, ur hub luodw “u. haTe 
tu seek aon daio thuse iosidhts fur yu.r ubo self) Io tr.th, ou uoe cao 
ur bill liTe yu.r life fur yu.) 

If itvs su netrimeotal, theo bhy nu maoy mioisters adree that if there 
is an.ltery ur aC.se, theo niTurce may Ce the uoly bay uf s.rTiTiod aon 
haTiod hupe uf aoy life Ceyuon itw I haTe tu adree) Dlthu.dh I .oner”
staon maoy peuple may Y.ute aon uoly thiok H-un hates niTurce!, (I 
nin io the past?, hubeTer, there are uccasiuos bhere the AiCle barraots 
it, aon alsu there is pruTisiuo still fur furdiTeoess, drace, aon mercy tuu) 
Bhaok -un fur Eis luTiod”kionoess:

I bas cuoceroen that sumeuoe may rean this Cuuk aon thiok it may 
Ce a bay tu daio permissiuo tu take niTurce lidhtly aon eon a marriade, 
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C.t that bu.ln uoly Ce pussiCle if a persuo nues out act.ally rean the 
Cuuk)

Dfter a dreat neal uf prayerf.l cuosineratiuo, I felt len tu brite this 
Cuuk fur all uf .s bhu haTe Ceeo niTurcen aon oeen help io dettiod Cack 
uo track bith -un aon Eis plao fur u.r liTes: It is uoly Cy the drace uf 
-un that I cao du uobarn io tu the Fife 5ure DC.onaot, bhich zes.s 
says aoyuoe bhu fullubs Eim cao haTe) Io tr.th, itvs uoly Cy Eis drace 
that aoyuoe nues)

Dt sume puiot, after haTiod Ceeo niTurcen, it is .onerstaonaCle that 
there may Ce a oeen tu drieTe lusses, hupes, aon nreams) I eocu.rade 
be m.st alsu make a chuice tu take actiuo aon nrab oear tu -un aon 
allub Eim tu nrab oear tu .s su be cao heal aon drub uo) 4u matter 
if yu. mane the chuice tu det a niTurce ur if sumeuoe niTurcen yu., 
there may Ce lusses tu Ce drieTen) Bhere bill Ce furdiTeoess that oeens 
tu Ce diTeo aon pussiCly receiTen, tuu) 1ur myself, I bas at a crussruan 
io maoy bays) 

I han a testimuoy uf hub -un han mirac.lu.sly ioterTeoen aon 
saTen this marriade io the past) I han Ceeo a part uf leanership io 
mioistry) We han chilnreo bhuse liTes cu.ln Ce aVecten io .okoubo 
bays, (aon io my upioiuo han alreany Ceeo aVecten fur years io maoy 
bays bhich I hanovt .onerstuun, Ivm sanneoen tu say?) Eub aCu.t 
goaocial thiodsw Eub aCu.t frieons aon uther peuple bhu uoly koeb 
me frum years uf Ceiod bith my spu.se, bhu bas oub my e’w

Why is this impurtaotw Aeca.se there is outhiod aCu.t niTurce that 
I take lidhtly, aon I take marriade Tery seriu.sly) I alsu reali2e that I 
fu.on myself io ao .ohealthy marriade aon necinen after maoy years 
uf nuiod all that I cu.ln tu saTe it, that it oeenen tu eon) Ju, I goally 
chuse niTurce)

Bu say it plaioly aon straidht u.t, I Hfelt! that tu chuuse tu det a 
niTurce bas chuusiod tu sio (cuosiner Nu) 3GS60?) Bhat nuesovt make 
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it the H.oparnuoaCle sio!, bhich, thaok -un it is out) Bhe uoe meo”
tiuoen Cy zes.s io 5t 36S07”06) Bhis is out tu O.stify aoythiod, rather 
it is tu Ce huoest that I mane a necisiuo Casen uo bhat I thu.dht my 
uptiuos bere persuoally, bhich is bhat eTery persuo m.st nu)

Dm I sayiod that yu. cao Ce furdiTeo fur dettiod a niTurce, ur fur 
remarryiod after sumeuoe daTe yu. a niTurce, u.tsine uf the e’ceptiuos 
meotiuoen elsebhere io this Cuukw “UJ) Why all capsw Aeca.se there 
is a stidma aru.on niTurce that makes maoy niTurcees feel as if they are 
seeo as a Can, Can, Can persuo) M/, at least io sume circles aon dru.ps) 

Jeeiod that typen u.t still nuesovt diTe it the Hick! factur I thiok aon 
feel like it has, bhich IvTe alsu hearn uthers share they felt io ch.rches 
as bell) 

jiTurce chaoden my life io maoy, maoy bays) ju I redret haTiod 
mane the necisiuo tu niTurcew With a circ.mspect Tieb uf all Ivn nuoe 
io all the years tryiod tu saTe the marriade, I caoout say I redret makiod 
a necisiuo tu s.rTiTe uoce I reali2en the impussiCility uf aoythiod else) 

Io luukiod Cack, I cao, at Cest aon uoly io part, see aon .onerstaon 
hub -un .ses the duun aon the Can io u.r liTes) 1ur e’ample, if Ivn 
.onerstuun the impact my .ohealthy marital relatiuoship bas haTiod 
uo u.r chilnreo suuoer, theo I pruCaCly bu.ln haTe mane mure nrastic 
necisiuos suuoer) UTeo thu.dh I koub -un .ses the duun aon Can io 
all u.r liTes, iocl.niod u.r chilnreovs liTes, tu muln aon shape .s, that 
nues out meao Ivn leaTe my chilnreo io a Can place ioteotiuoally) I hupe 
that uoe nay the chilnreo cao det tu koub the -un bhu saTen me io 
the bar aon hub dreat Eis luTe is fur each uf them) Mr that theyvn det 
tu koub the -un bhuvn nuoe su maoy dreat aon ama2iod thiods fur .s 
all) 

We pareots all haTe duun aon Can) IvTe oeTer seeo the chilnreo as 
peuple bhu IvTe uboen, rather I thiok -un is clear that they are difts 
frum -un himself) Ee makes each uf .s bith Eis p.rpuses aon plaos 
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fur liTes uoly Cest liTen bith Eim as JaTiur, Furn, aon -un) We all m.st 
chuuse Eim fur u.rselTes aon io u.r ubo time, tuu) If marriade is the 
Cest imade be cao Ce diTeo uf the relatiuoship uf xhrist zes.s aon Eis 
ch.rch, theo I sanly koub that at least io part bhat u.r chilnreo dut 
bas a namaden imade I ninovt reali2e I bas perpet.atiod) I koub -un 
still luTes them, aon all uf .s imperfect pareots) 5y nislike uf the paios 
ca.sen is ou less) Bhaok -un fur Eis luTiod”kionoess fur all uf .s)

Io the oe’t chapter, Ivll share io mure netail the ramigcatiuos uf 
my chuices as they bere sharen n.riod my ioterTieb G mioistry time 
bith my frieon Nicharn) I sain chuices Ceca.se the niTurce bas the 
Cediooiod uf uther chuices that alsu han tu Ce mane, ur out) xhuices 
that aVecten mure thao O.st my life)

Dt this puiot, it bu.ln Ce easy tu stup bith theuludy aluoe)
Bu settle the Y.estiuo uf sio, furdiTeoess, aon staoniod bith -un, 

aon leaTe it there)
A.t koubiod sumethiod is tr.e aon liTiod as if it is tr.e are out the 

same thiod)
Bhe oe’t part uf this stury is out aCu.t nuctrioe)

It is aCu.t bhat happeos after yu. CelieTe -un furdiTes yu.H
C.t yu. are still .os.re hub tu muTe furbarn)



Chapter Fifteen

Receiving 
Forgiveness Is 
Harder Than 
Believing In It

F orgiveness answered my questions about God.

It did not answer my questions about myself.
There is a dicerenpe between believing God forgives and allowing 

yourself to repeive that forgiveness.
I believed God forgave divorpees. I believed God forgave ,eo,le 

who made ,ainful- pom,lipated depisions. I even taught about forB
giveness for years. Sut when it pame to me- something was dicerent.

I believed God forgave me- and then I quietly disquali'ed myself 
anyway.

I did not argue with Dpri,ture. I did not question GodVs merpy. I 
questioned whether I was still allowed to move forward. Domewhere 
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inside- I depided forgiveness meant God was no longer angry- but it 
did not mean I was ,ermitted to reBengage life- palling- or ,ur,ose.

Do I hid.
I ste,,ed bapx from phurph- from ministry- from friendshi,s that 

reminded me of who I had been before. Mot bepause God told me to- 
but bepause I was afraid of reLeption and afraid of being eY,osed as 
someone who no longer quali'ed.

5ooxing bapx- I pan see this plearly now. I did not doubt GodVs 
forgiveness. I doubted whether I was still usable.

If you are reading this and feel stalled- hesitant- or unsure how to 
move forward with God- you may not be resisting forgiveness at all. 
6ou may be resisting ,ermission. Und ,ermission is often the last thing 
we give ourselves.



Chapter Sixteen

What Forgiveness 
Changed and 
What It Did Not

F orgiveness changed my relationship with God. It did not in-
stantly clarify my future.

Forgiveness restored intimacy. It did not immediately restore con-
,dence. Forgiveness removed condemnation. It did not remove griefq 
conseTuencesq or unanswered Tuestions.

bhis matters xecause many people stop trusting God again when 
forgiveness does not do what they ekpected it to do.

I ekpected forgiveness to feel liNe a green light. Insteadq it felt liNe 
Tuiet. jot reJection. Aust stillness. E side of shalomq peaceq trust.

I was not xeing pushed forwardq and I was not xeing pushed away. 
bhat is when I learned something important. Forgiveness was xeing 
used to restore relationshipq not roles.  Hspecially relationship with 
Deavenly Father that I was limitingq not Dim.
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God did not rush me xacN into leadership. De did not ekplain the 
timeline. De did not hand me a platform. 4hat De did do was stay 
close. I Nnew I was in Dis hand and I was xeginning to learn another 
side of Dis presence.

Mometimes closeness without clarity is harder than xeing given 
instructions.

If you are waiting for God to clearly ekplain what comes nekt and 
De has not yetq that does not mean you missed your chance. It may 
mean De is rexuilding trust xefore direction.



Chapter Seventeen

Ministry After 
Disqualicoati�n

I  did not return to ministry because I felt ready. I returned because 
God kept inviting.

At ,rsth twe invitations Eere small and uncomfortable. -asy to igq
nore. A conversation were. A moment of prayer twere. An opportunity 
to welp Yuietlyh Eitwout a title.

-acw timeh twe same Yuestion surfaced. Godh are ?ou sure ?ou still 
Eant to use meN

And eacw timeh twe invitation came anyEay. Jot Eitw pressure. Jot 
Eitw correction. Tust opportunity.

xwese moments did not erase my past. xwey did not validate my 
decisions. xwey revealed sometwing steady and wumbling. God Eas 
not done.

Jot because I deserved it. Jot because I eBplained myself Eell. Hut 
because Dis call wad never been based on my perfection.
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I sware twese moments not to prove anytwingh but to swoE someq
twing important. God does not Eait for you to feel Yuali,ed before De 
invites you to obey.

If you are Eaiting to feel ready againh you may be Eaiting longer 
twan God ever intended. xwat does not mean you wave to rusw eitwerh 
keep reading.



Chapter Eighteen

Relearning Trust

O ne of the surprises after divorce was how God rebuilt me using 
tools I did not expect.

Not sermons. Not positions. Not instant clarity.
Instead, coaching. Learning. Listening.
The Life Coach School and related work were not replacements for 

faith. They were instruments God used to restore agency. They helped 
me recognize patterns, assumptions, and beliefs I had carried for years 
without questioning.

I learned how often I judged myself. How quickly I assumed dis-
qualiFcation. How deeply I believed I needed permission from others 
to move forward.

God was not threatened by this process. He used it.
)or those who have been hurt or ostracized by churches, this mat-

ters. God is not limited to church spaces to heal His children. He is 
not o*ended when healing comes through unexpected doors.

Trust is not rebuilt by declarations. It is rebuilt through experience. 
Through small steps. Through honest re+ection. Through learning to 
listen again, or even learning to listen for the Frst time.



Chapter Nineteen

Recommissioned, 
Not Reset

G od did not reset my life after divorce. He redeployed it.

He did not ask me to pretend the divorce never happened. 
He asked me to let Him use who I became because of it.

That distinction matters.
A reset ignores reality. Redeployment honors growth.
My calling did not disappear. It matured. It became quieter, more 

discerning, less performative, and more real.
If you have been divorced, you are not starting over as a spiritual 

failure. You are continuing forward as a human being shaped by loss, 
humility, and hard truth.

God's plan for your life may not look like what you imagined be-
fore, but it can still be fully His.

And it still requires courage. The courage to trust again. The 
courage to obey small invitations. The courage to believe your story 
is not over.
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See, by the time God began inviting me forward again,
 I no longer needed answers about the past.

I needed courage for what came next.



Chapter Twenty

A Life Still Given 
Back to God

T here comes a moment after loss when you realize healing alone 
is not the goal. Healing is preparation.

After my divorce, I spent a long time asking God why. Eventually, 
the question shifted. Not because I had answers, but because God was 
asking something else.

Are you willing to give your life back to Me again, not the version 
you planned, but the one you have now?

That was the real crossroads.
When I xrst gave my life to God, I gave Him hope, energy, and 

dreams. This time, I gave Him eCperience, loss, humility, and fear.
I did not know what obedience would look like neCt. I did not know 

where I xt. What I knew was this. God was still God, and I was still 
His.

If you are waiting for conxdence before you obey, you may be 
waiting too long. Vonxdence often follows obedience, not the other 
way around.
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Moving forward with God after divorce does not mean pretending 
it did not hurt, minimizing what was lost, or rushing back into roles. 
It may mean learning to listen again, letting yourself be seen slowly, 
rebuilding trust carefully, and obeying quietly.

This book was not written to give permission to divorce. It was 
written to give permission to live again with God.

6ivorce is not the end of your usefulness. It is not the end of your 
calling. It is not the end of God/s patience with you.

If you are willing to walk with Him honestly and humbly, He will 
walk with you.

That has always been the promise.



Chapter 
Twenty-One

Walking Forward 
Without Shame

T here is a quiet fear many people carry after divorce.

It is not the fear of failure.
It is the fear of being permanently behind.

Behind spiritually.
Behind relationally.
Behind what God might have wanted to do.

I lived with that fear longer than I realized.
I did not feel angry at God.

I felt unsure how to walk with Him without constantly looking over 
my shoulder.

But something became clear over time.
God was never asking me to relive the past.

He was asking me to live present and honest before Him.
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Walking forward without shame does not mean forgetting.
It means refusing to let the past become your identity.

You are not your divorce.
You are not disquali,ed because something ended.

You are still a person God knows by name.
Walking forward does not require certainty.

It requires willingness.
Willingness to pray even when words are hard.

Willingness to listen even when clarity is slow.
Willingness to obey even when con,dence has not caught up yet.

God does not ask you to prove anything to Him.
He invites you to walk.

If your life feels quieter now- that does not mean it is smaller.
If your calling feels di.erent- that does not mean it is gone.
If your faith feels humbler- that does not mean it is weaker.

Often it means it is more real.
God still writes stories with people who have been divorced.

Not despite their story- but through it.
And He is not ,nished with you.



Chapter Twenty-Two

A Prayer for the 
Reader

I f you are willing,
you might pray something like this, not because it’s perfect,

but because it’s real:
“Lord,

I don’t know exactly what comes next.
I don’t fully trust myself yet.
And I don’t always trust how others will see me.

But I am willing to walk with You again.
I give You my life as it is now,

not as I wish it had been.
Show me what You want me to see.
Lead me where You want me to go.
And help me obey You one step at a time with Your clarity and 

conJrmation.
In 'esus” name, amen.V
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You don’t need to feel strong to pray that.
You only need to be willing, even if you may need to begin with asking 
the Lord to help you become willing.



Chapter 
Twenty-Three

The Restoration 
Path (A Simple 
Way Forward)

T his book was not written to give permission to divorce.
It was written to be encouraging and give permission to live 

again with God after a divorce. 
I hope this book can also be used to encourage some people to at 

least begin taking steps in having more real and healthy relationships 
than they have been. I hope some people are rescued from the trap of 
entitlement.  I hope some are rescued from the place of using divorce 
as a way to judge and condemn themselves or others.

Divorce is not the end of your usefulness.
It is not the end of your calling.
It is not the end of God’s patience with you.



VICTOR ARAMANDA74

It may be the end of a chapter that God never intended to deBne 
the rest of your life.

God still has a plan for you.
Not because everything went right.

Hut because ,e is still faithful.
If you are willing to walk with ,im

honestlyJ humblyJ and openlyJ
,e will walk with you.

In the Brst part of :ames 48( EN,)H" the Hible saysJ  Draw near to 
GodJ and he will draw near to you.W .

?here are you at in your relationship with God!  ?ith ,is help I 
really do believe all things are possible. 

This includes moving into lifeJ with God in itJ after divorce.  It also 
could include so much moreF 

'inally getting help with beliefs in your life that have damaged your 
relationshipsJ with GodJ family and friends. 

My hope is that after reading this book you may be encouraged to 
draw closer to God. I hope that with ,is helpJ loveJ graceJ and mercy 
youYll take another step into the life ,eYs calling you to have with ,im. 
A step toward more healing and wholeness in every area of your life.

,eavenly 'atherJ I pray for the reader of this book -ouYve encourx
aged me to write.  I pray for lifeJ peaceJ hopeJ patienceJ forgivenessJ 
mercy and grace for them. That they can receive these things from you 
and from themselves. That they can e;perience more of -ou and -our 
helpJ and -our presence.  I pray that they can begin to see and underx
stand whatever the ne;t step is for them to take in their relationship 
with -ou and the people in their life. I pray for healingJ for courage 
and strength for them. I also pray for divine appointments for them 
too.

In :esusY nameJ amen.



Chapter 
Twenty-Four

Next Steps (Start 
Here)

1 ) Get the free companion resources
 https://www.CanGodUseMe.com/really/bonus

(Reiectgon +ugde x ne)t stepsE
2) Leave an honest review on Amazon

 v2en –3S sentences helps other hurtgn+ people Vnd hope.
 Aearch: Divorced – Can God Use Me? by Igctor framanda

3) Share it with one person
 kq you ,now someone who qeels dgsOualgVed aqter dg2orce/ send them 
the tgtle oq thgs boo, or the websgte.

0ne step at a tgme.



Chapter Twenty-Five

Additional Help 
(Optional)

S ometimes the next step after divorce requires support beyond a 
book.

I keep an updated list of resources here:
 https://www.CanGodUseMe.com/really/help



Chapter Twenty-Six

Disclaimer

T his book is for spiritual encouragement and personal re-ec.
tionI

 ,t is not a substitute for professional medicalv legalv or mental health 
adyiceI

,f xou are in danger or eqperiencing abusev seek immediate help 
from local emergencx seryices or �uali�ed professionalsI



Appendix A 

S pecial mentions in this book:

OperationLightForce.com , Richard Mull
“The God Speaks Bible”, by Richard Mull
“The Jesus Training Manual”, by Richard Mull
TheLifeCoachSchool.com , Brooke Castille
God used her live conference to encourage me back to Himself.
DisciplersInternational.com , Bart Physioc
One of my special Chaplains during the 1st Gulf War.
Brother in Christ, Friend and mentor.
Clarify Your Calling, and Podcast Pro University, Stefanie Gass

More helpful information Regarding Life-Saving Divorces:
27 Myths about divorce
https://lifesavingdivorce.com/myths-of-divorce/
Church/Denomination Divorce Policy Comparison Chart
(More than 40 Christian Denominations) 
https://lifesavingdivorce.com/comparison/
Divorcing an Abusive Spouse Is Not a Sin
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2022/march-web-only/rus

sell-moore-divorce-marriage-domestic-violence-abuse.html



Appendix B 

M arriage, Divorce, Re-Marriage from Christian and Jew-
ish perspectives:

Christianity
In Christianity, teachings on marriage, divorce, and remarriage are 

based on the Bible, with interpretations that can vary signi.cantly 
among diHerent denominations' fowever, Ikll try to oHer a general 
overview with reuerence to Tey biblical passages'

Marriage
Christianity views marriage as a sacred covenant between a man 

and a woman, intended to be a liuelong Gnion' 2his concept is rooted 
in :enesis 4"4M, which states, (2hereuore a man shall leave his uather 
and his mother and hold uast to his wiue, and they shall become one 
Eesh'( 5arriage is considered a symbol ou the relationship between 
Christ and the ChGrch -3phesians )"4)zDDJ, emphasi1ing love, mGtGal 
respect, and commitment'

Divorce
9ivorce is generally discoGraged in Christianity, reEecting AesGsk 

teachings on the sanctity and indissolGbility ou marriage' In the :ospel 
ou 5atthew PV"DzV, AesGs cites the original intention uor marriage as 
a liuelong bond and allows uor divorce only in the case ou marital 
GnuaithuGlness, interpreted by many as adGltery' 2he Opostle RaGl 
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also addresses divorce in P Corinthians U"PxzP), advising coGples to 
stay together bGt acTnowledging circGmstances where divorce may 
be permissible, sGch as in cases ou abandonment by an Gnbelieving 
partner'

Remarriage
Niews on remarriage auter divorce vary widely among Christian dez

nominations' ?ome interpret AesGsk teachings to mean that remarriage 
is only allowed iu the divorce was dGe to adGltery -5atthew PV"VJ' 
8thers, looTing at the broader conteLt ou grace and uorgiveness in 
Christian teaching, may allow uor remarriage in several circGmstances, 
emphasi1ing repentance, uorgiveness, and the importance ou living a 
liue that reEects Christian valGes going uorward'

References
  Genesis 2:24 is uoGndational uor the Christian Gnderstandz

ing ou marriage as a divine institGtion'

  Matthew 19:3-9 records AesGsk eLplicit teachings on marz
riage and divorce, emphasi1ing the permanence ou marriage 
eLcept in cases ou GnuaithuGlness'

  Ephesians 5:25-33 describes the relationship between hGsz
bands and wives as reEecting the relationship between Christ 
and the ChGrch, Gnderscoring the depth ou commitment 
eLpected in marriage'

  1 Corinthians 7:10-15 provides gGidance urom RaGl on 
marriage, inclGding circGmstances Gnder which divorce may 
be permissible'

Itks important to note that interpretations ou these teachings 
can diHer greatly among varioGs Christian commGnities, with some 
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adopting a more stringent view and others a more permissive stance 
on issGes ou divorce and remarriage' 2o uGlly Gnderstand the stance ou 
a particGlar denomination, it woGld be necessary to consGlt its speci.c 
teachings and leaders'

Judaism 
In AGdaism, the laws governing marriage, divorce, and remarriage 

are derived urom the 2orah, speci.cally urom the booTs ou :enesis, 
3LodGs, FeviticGs, 9eGteronomy, and other rabbinic interpretations 
uoGnd in the 2almGd' 2hese laws are compleL, bGt Ikll eLplain them in 
simple terms'

Marriage
Aewish marriage is Tnown as (BiddGshin,( which translates to sancz

ti.cation or dedication' 2he process involves a uormal agreement -Bez
tGbahJ that oGtlines the responsibilities ou the hGsband towards his 
wiue, a marriage contract' 2he marriage is uormali1ed throGgh the 
giving ou a ring or another obCect ou valGe urom the groom to the bride, 
with the declaration, (Behold, yoG are betrothed Gnto me with this 
ring, according to the law ou 5oses and Israel'( 2his act symboli1es the 
groomks commitment and the creation ou a sacred bond' 2he marriage 
is consGmmated with a uestive meal and blessings -?heva BrachotJ'

Remarriage
Outer a divorce is .nali1ed throGgh the :et and pGtting away -sepz

arationJ, both the man and the woman are uree to remarry' fowevz
er, there are some restrictions' Dor eLample, a Bohen -descendant ou 
Oaron, the brother ou 5oses, and part ou the priestly classJ cannot 
marry a divorcee' 2he 2orah also prohibits a woman urom retGrning 
to her .rst hGsband iu she married another man auter her .rst divorce 
-9eGteronomy 4M"MJ'

2he laws regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage aim to enz
sGre the sanctity ou the marriage bond and the weluare ou both parz
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ties' fowever, interpretations and applications ou these laws can vary 
widely among diHerent Aewish commGnities'

References
  :enesis 4"4M discGsses the uGndamental concept ou marriage 

as a man leaving his parents to Gnite with his wiue'

  3LodGs 4P"PxzPP oGtlines the obligations ou a hGsband toz
wards his wiue'

  FeviticGs 4P"U,PM details the restrictions on marriages uor 
Bohanim, -RriestsJ'

  9eGteronomy 4M"PzM provides the basic laws ou divorce and 
remarriage'

Dor a deeper Gnderstanding, stGdying these teLts within their origiz
nal conteLt and with the commentary ou rabbinic scholars is essential, 
as they provide detailed eLplanations and interpretations that gGide 
Aewish liue and practice'



Appendix C 

F irst set of questions: 

1. Is Divorce a Sin or Not?
Scripture Reference: Matthew 19:3-9, where Jesus discusses the 

nature of marriage and divorce. He says, "What God has joined to-
gether, let no one separate," but also acknowledges Moses' allowance 
for divorce due to the hardness of human hearts, while emphasizing 
that from the beginning, it was not so.

Explanation: This passage suggests that divorce was not part of 
God's original design for marriage. Jesus indicates that divorce results 
from human sinfulness and is a concession to human weakness, rather 
than a part of God's perfect will. However, He also specixes an e4cep-
tion related to marital unfaithfulness.

2. Could the Decision to Get a Divorce Be a Result or Con-
sequence of Sin?

Scripture Reference: James 2:1-V discusses conIicts and disputes 
arising from desires that battle within individuals, which can be ap-
plied broadly to the kinds of conIicts that might lead to divorce.

Explanation: While this scripture does not address divorce direct-
ly, it highlights how sin and selxsh desires can lead to conIicts and, 
by e4tension, could contribute to the breakdown of a marriage. Thus, 



CORTAN DNDMD8qD52

divorce could be seen as a conse6uence of sin, not necessarily the act 
of divorce itself but the actions and heart conditions that lead to it.

3. Are There Choices Made After Divorce That May Be Sin?
Scripture Reference: Matthew B:3V discusses remarriage after 

divorce in the conte4t of adultery, implying that actions taken after 
divorce, including remarriage under certain conditions, can be con-
sidered sinful.

Explanation: This suggests that it is not just the act of divorce but 
also decisions made afterward, like remarriage in certain conte4ts, that 
can be seen as sinful. The focus is on the heart and motivations, as well 
as the adherence to God's commands regarding marriage.

4. Can Someone Who’s Been Divorced Enter into the King-
dom of God?

Scripture Reference: 1 Rorinthians L:9-11 lists various behaviors 
that are inconsistent with inheriting the kingdom of God but then 
states, "Dnd such were some of you. Sut you were washed, you were 
sanctixed, you were justixed in the name of the —ord Jesus Rhrist and 
by the Epirit of our God."

Explanation: This passage makes it clear that regardless of one's 
past actions, including any sin associated with divorce, transformation 
is possible through Jesus Rhrist. Ot emphasizes that through faith in 
Rhrist, individuals are cleansed, made holy, and justixedUable to 
enter the kingdom of God. This underscores the Rhristian belief in 
redemption and the power of God's grace to overcome all sins, o?ering 
hope and a new start to anyone, including those who have e4perienced 
divorce.

Second set of questions:
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1. Who are God's true children and how did they become His 
children?

Ecripture Neference: John 1:1V-13 states, "Sut to all who did receive 
Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the Iesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God."

04planation: God's true children are those who have received Jesus 
Rhrist by believing in His name. This spiritual rebirth makes them 
children of God, not by natural descent or human decision, but by 
God's will.

2. Who are they who are Jesus’ brothers and sisters?
Ecripture Neference: Matthew 1V:B7 says, "Por whoever does the 

will of my Pather in heaven is my brother and sister and mother."
04planation: Jesus dexnes His brothers and sisters as those who do 

the will of His Pather in Heaven. This spiritual kinship transcends 
biological ties, emphasizing obedience and faithfulness to God's will 
as the criteria for being considered part of Jesus' family.

3. What did you or anyone else do to become a child of God?
Ecripture Neference: 0phesians V:5-9 declares, "Por by grace you 

have been saved through faith. Dnd this is not your own doingD it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."

04planation: Secoming a child of God is not something anyone can 
achieve by their own actions or merit. Ot is a gift from God, received 
through faith in Jesus Rhrist. Ot's by God's grace, not by works, to 
ensure that it is accessible to all, irrespective of personal achievements 
or status.

4. Who deserves to be a child of God?
Ecripture Neference: Nomans 3:V3-V2 tells us, "for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God, and are justixed by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Rhrist Jesus."
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04planation: Dccording to the Sible, no one deserves to be a child 
of God based on their own merits, because all have sinned. However, 
through Jesus' sacrixce, everyone has the opportunity to be justixed 
and made right with God as a gift of His grace.

5. What can earn or pay for entry into God’s family?
Ecripture Neference: Titus 3:B-E e4plains, "he saved us, not because 

of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Epirit, whom 
he poured out on us richly through Jesus Rhrist our Eavior, so that 
being justixed by his grace we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life."

04planation: 0ntry into God's family cannot be earned or paid for 
by any human e?ort or righteousness. Ot's entirely a result of God's 
mercy, the cleansing and renewal brought by the Holy Epirit, and the 
grace provided through Jesus Rhrist.

6. Do you still sin after having become a child of God?
Scripture Reference: 1 John 1:5-17 tells us, "Of we say we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. Of we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. Of we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, 
and His word is not in us."

Explanation: Dccording to this passage, even after becoming chil-
dren of God, Rhristians acknowledge that they still sin. The key dis-
tinction is not the absence of sin, but the presence of a relationship 
with God through which forgiveness and cleansing are continually 
available. The act of confession and repentance is essential for main-
taining this relationship, acknowledging God's faithfulness and justice 
in forgiving sins.

This scripture underscores the Rhristian belief in the ongoing need 
for grace and forgiveness, even after one has entered into a relationship 
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with God through faith in Jesus Rhrist. Ot emphasizes the reality of 
human imperfection and the continual reliance on God's mercy and 
forgiveness.

Understanding a possible "Void" you may have in Expressing 
Jesus' Love

Revised Question: O hope you see the obvious void that e4ists in 
your e4pression of Jesus' love towards your brother or sister in Rhrist 
if you do not have forgiveness, mercy, or grace towards a divorcee, do 
you;

Scripture Reference: Rolossians 3:1V-12 o?ers guidance here: 
"Fut on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
otherD as the —ord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Dnd 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony."

Explanation: This scripture encourages Rhristians to embody the 
virtues of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, and 
above all, loveUattributes that are foundational to the Rhristian faith. 
On the conte4t of dealing with a divorcee or anyone who has e4peri-
enced failure or sin, the call to forgiveness, mercy, and grace is clear. 
The "void" refers to the gap that e4ists when professing Rhristians fail 
to e4tend these virtues towards others, particularly those who have 
gone through divorce.

The Sible emphasizes that as believers, the way we love and forgive 
others should mirror the love, forgiveness, and grace that God e4tends 
to us. This includes showing mercy and grace to all, regardless of their 
past mistakes or circumstances. The absence of forgiveness and grace 
towards a brother or sister in Rhrist, such as a divorcee, reveals a lack 
of understanding and living out the fullness of Jesus' love. Jesus' love 
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is unconditional and inclusive, and His followers are called to e4press 
this love towards others, creating a community where forgiveness and 
grace abound.

The "void" in this conte4t underscores a crucial aspect of Rhristian 
discipleship: the need to reIect Jesus' character in our relationships. 
Pailing to e4tend forgiveness, mercy, or grace to anyone, including 
divorcees, not only contradicts the nature of Jesus' love but also misses 
an opportunity to embody the transformative power of that love in 
the lives of others and within the Rhristian community.



Appendix D
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21 Bible translations of Malachi 2:16. Table based in part on the 
work of Dr. C. Jack Collins "Malachi 2:16 Again" and Kyle Pope "'He 
Hates' or 'God Hates.'"

Several Good Resources on this subject: 
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https://lifesavingdivorce.com/malachi/
https://margmowczko.com/divorce-malachi-2/



Appendix E

T his book is not an argument for divorce.
 It is a guide for shepherding people after it.

Key Insights:
Divorce often produces self-judgment before church judgment
Many divorcees withdraw before they are rejected
Forgiveness is often believed but not received
Calling does not disappear – it matures
What Helps:
Invitation without pressure
Listening without xGing
Prace without endorsement
Rresence without timelines
What Harms:
Sushed restoration
qilence around grief
Implied permanent dis,ualixcation
Treating divorce as identity
qhepherds do not need to resolve divorce theology to walk with 

wounded sheep.
They need patience) truth) and love.


