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            Introduction: The Garden of the Heart

          

        

      

    

    
      Welcome to this 15-day journey, and welcome to the garden. For over three decades—from the mission fields of the world to the boardrooms of ministry—I have seen that financial freedom isn't about how much you make; it’s about who has your heart. This isn't a ledger; it’s a 15-day walk to realign your spirit with the Master Gardener.

      Before we dive into the scriptures, I want you to take a moment and think about your life—your bank account, your career, your house, and your talents—not as a collection of possessions, but as a garden.

      In my own stewardship walk, I have spent years learning a difficult but beautiful truth: We are not the owners of the land; we are the tenant farmers.

      Many of us go through life with a "clenched-fist" mentality. We work hard, we accumulate, and we grip our resources tightly, fearing that if we let go, we will lose our security. But a garden doesn't thrive under a closed fist. Soil that is packed down and hardened by the spirit of ownership becomes "root-bound." It might look stable on the surface, but underneath, the life is being choked out.

      This devotional is about heart gardening. Over the next 15 days, we are going to walk through the rows of your life together. We are going to:

      
        
          	
        Identify the weeds of greed and pride that try to steal the nutrients from your spiritual life.
      

      	
        Prune away the "ownership" mentality that keeps you stressed and anxious.
      

      	
        Cultivate a heart that is a "receiver and a releaser"—a heart that acts like a flowing stream rather than a stagnant pond.
      

      

      

      The goal isn't just to manage your money better; the goal is to transform your soul. When the soil of your heart is healthy and your roots are deep in God’s Word, you’ll find that "hilarious" freedom Jesus promised. You’ll discover that you don’t give to God because you have to; you give with God because you get to.

      So, grab your "gardening tools." Let’s pull up the weeds of self-reliance and prepare the ground for a harvest that will last long after we are gone.

      

      
        
        The Master is ready to work the soil. Are you ready to let Him?

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            User Guide: How to Tend Your Garden

          

        

      

    

    
      User Guide: How to Tend Your Garden

      This isn't a book to be rushed through; it is a 15-day "heart gardening" manual. To see a real harvest in your life, you must be willing to get your hands in the dirt. Here is how I recommend you approach each day:

      1. Find Your "Quiet Row"

      Gardening requires focus. Find a consistent time and place where you can be alone with the Master. Bring your Bible, a pen, and an open heart. In my own stewardship walk, I’ve found that the best time to check the soil of my heart is in the early morning, before the "heat of the day" and the distractions of the world take over.

      2. Read and Root

      Each day starts with a specific Scripture. Don’t just skim it—root yourself in it. Write it down in a journal. Let the Word of God be the water that softens the hard ground of your heart.

      3. Perform the "Heart Audit"

      This is the most critical part of the process. I will ask you some tough questions. Don't rush past them. Be honest with yourself and with God. If you find a "weed" of pride, fear, or greed, don't feel guilty—just name it and ask the Master to help you pull it up by the root.

      4. Take the "Action Step"

      A gardener who only studies seed but never plants them will never see a harvest. Each lesson includes a practical "Stewardship Action Step." Some will be internal, and some will involve your actual bank account. I encourage you to do them the same day you read them. This is where you move from theory to true "Receiver and Releaser" living.

      5. Track the Growth

      Use the margins of this guide or a separate notebook to track what God is doing.

      
        
          	
        What was difficult to release?
      

      	
        Where did you see God’s provision?
      

      	
        How did your "internal temperature" change after you gave?
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Three Rules of the Walk:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          	
        Be Transparent: God already knows what’s in your heart; the audit is for your benefit.
      

      	
        Be Consistent: Like any garden, if you skip days, the weeds will start to move back in.
      

      	
        Be Expectant: Expect the Master to change your perspective. Stewardship isn't about losing your money; it's about gaining your freedom.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prologue:

          

        

      

    

    
      The Heart-Soil Analysis

      Rank your heart on a scale of 1 to 10 (1 being 'Not at All' and 10 being 'Completely').

      
        
        1	Ownership vs. Stewardship: When I look at my bank account or my home, how deeply do I feel that "This is mine" rather than "This is His"?

        ◦	(1 = It’s all mine / 10 = I am just a manager for the King)

      

      

      
        
        2	The Anxiety Weed: How much does the "Freeze of Fear" (economic news, bills, or debt) dictate my daily peace and my willingness to give?

        ◦	(1 = Paralyzed by worry / 10 = Resting in the Provider)

      

      

      
        
        3	The Sucker Branch Factor: How aware am I of the "hidden drains" on my resources that are stealing nutrients from my Kingdom mission?

        ◦	(1 = I have no idea where my money goes / 10 = I am actively pruning for growth)

      

      

      
        
        4	The Joy of the Release: When I am called to give or sow into someone else's life, how much "Hilarious Joy" do I actually experience?

        ◦	(1 = I give out of guilt or obligation / 10 = I can't wait to see what God does with this seed)

      

      

      
        
        5	The Legacy Root: How intentional am I about planting seeds today that will provide "shade" (financial and spiritual security) for my children’s children?

        ◦	(1 = I’m just trying to survive today / 10 = I am planting a multi-generational forest)

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      The Gardener’s Note:  Don't be discouraged if your soil feels dry or rocky today. The next 15 days aren't about judging the dirt; they are about inviting the Master Gardener to till it. Hold onto these scores—we will test the soil again at the end of our journey.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Part I:

          

          PREPARING THE SOIL

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day One:

          

          THE MAGNET

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture:

      

        

      
        “Show me your treasure, and I’ll show you where your heart is.”-Matthew 6:21 NTFE
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      We often treat our hearts like a self-watering garden, hoping they will naturally point toward the things of God. We will tell ourselves, “Once I feel more spiritual, I’ll start being more generous.” But Jesus flips this equation on its head. He teaches us that our hearts aren’t the source of the water-they are the soil, and they will only be as healthy as the “investment” we pour into them.

      As we started the New Year, I felt a pulling in my heart towards giving to the homeless. As I walked through the “rows” of our own giving, I realized that we did well at tithing to our local church, giving our finances to support missions around the world, we had a dry patch in our garden: we were lacking in caring for the poor. We were not doing anything with the Master’s resources to nourish those who are less fortunate.

      Let me challenge you with this thought today: In a garden, the waters leads and the life flows. If you want to care more about a specific ministry, start “watering” it with your own resources. If you want to feel more connected to your local church, invest your seeds there. Your emotions and your “heart” rarely lead the way in stewardship; your bank statement does.

      When we move our money toward Kingdom purposes, our affections -the roots of our heart-eventually follow that flow. Stewardship isn’t just about managing paper and coins; it’s about directing the flow of the Master’s resources to irrigate the parts of your heart you want to see come alive.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      
        
        If a stranger were to walk the rows of your bank statement from the last thirty days, what would the "fruit" say about your heart? Would they see evidence of a life attached to the Master, or would they see resources being choked out by the weeds of temporary desires? Remember, the ledger doesn't lie—it simply reveals what our hearts are currently clinging to.

      

      

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      

      It’s time to do some intentional pruning. Open your banking app today and look for one recurring expense—a "sucker branch"—that isn't producing any real fruit in your life or aligning with your Kingdom values.

      Cancel it today. Then, take that specific dollar amount and immediately redirect it. Whether it is a seed sown into a ministry or a deposit into a "Legacy Fund" for your family, move that money toward something that honors the Master. By doing this, you are proving to your heart that you are the manager of your money, not the other way around.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Pruning Log:

          

          HEART MAINTENANCE

        

      

    

    
      How to Use Your Pruning Log

      "In the garden, pruning isn't an act of punishment; it’s an act of preparation. A 'Sucker Branch' is any expense, habit, or subscription that drains your resources without producing spiritual or practical fruit. Use this log to identify what needs to be cut away.

      In the 'Redirected Seed' column, record where you are planting those saved resources—whether it’s tithing, a legacy fund for your family, or a gift to the mission field. Remember, we don't prune just to have a smaller tree; we prune to have a more powerful harvest."
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        * * *

      

      
        
        "A branch that isn't producing fruit steals nutrients from the ones that are. Use this page to track what you are cutting away so your Kingdom harvest can flourish."

      

      

      

      
        
        Step 1:

        Identify the "Sucker Branch" 

        (List the recurring expense that doesn't align with your values)

      

        

      
        Step 2:

        Date Cancelled:  ______________

      

        

      
        Step 3:

        Monthly Savings Amount $: _____________

      

        

      
        Step 4:

        New Kingdom Destination:(Where is this seed being redirected?)

      

        

      
        Step 5: Prayer of Release:

         ☐ I have released this resource back to the Master.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Father, I recognize today that my heart often follows my habits. Today, I choose to lead my heart by placing my treasures in Your hands. Help me to be a wise manager of what You have provided. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Two:

          

          THE GUARDED HEART

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture:

      

        

      
        “Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.”-Proverbs 4:23 NLT
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      In the Bible, the heart is considered the center of a person’s being, the command center of the entire person. The heart is the source of every decision, desire, and direction. God often looks at the heart to see a person’s true condition. In Proverbs 4:23, Solomon warns us to guard this center with “all vigilance.” Why does he say that? It is because your heart is the filter through which your entire life passes. If the filter is clogged with comparison, greed, or fear, your financial decisions will reflect that toxicity.

      I find that stewardship is as much an emotional discipline as it is a mathematical one. We don’t just spend money; we spend our feelings. I am one, who, in the past, would spend money if I was depressed or sad at some event. I remember when my wife and I applied for a Religious Worker Visa so we could move to the United States. After she was denied her visa, we both sunk into a depression. How we handled that set back was to spend money. We went crazy and just spent money to make us feel better about our situation.

      Oftentimes, we buy things to feel significant, to feel safe, or to feel like we belong. Being vigilant means noticing why you are reaching for your wallet. Practicing financial vigilance means pausing to ask: What void am I actually trying to fill? Before you reach for your wallet, identify the hunger behind the purchase.

      When we fail to guard our hearts, we allow our finances to be dictated by our moods rather than our mission. If you want to manage your money well, you must first manage the gate of your heart.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      Take a minute to look back at your last "impulse" purchase. What was the "weather" like in your soul at that moment? Were you feeling the dry heat of stress, the gray clouds of boredom, or perhaps a sudden storm of wanting to keep up with someone else’s garden? When we buy out of impulse, we are often trying to change our internal atmosphere with an external possession.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      

      Today, I want you to identify your primary "Spending Trigger." Before you head to the checkout or click "buy" online, I want you to practice a "Strategic Breath." If you feel that sudden urge to buy something that isn't a necessity, commit to a 24-hour waiting period. Use those hours to step back into the presence of the Master. Ask Him: "Am I buying this because I truly need it, or am I trying to satisfy a hunger in my heart that only You can fill?" You’ll be surprised how often a 24-hour "cooling off" period reveals that what you thought was a need was actually just a weed trying to take root.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, I ask for help in guarding the gateway of my heart today. Help me to be alert to the emotions that drive my spending. When I feel anxious or restless, lead me to Your Word instead of a retail store. I want my life-and my finances- to flow from a heart that is surrendered to You and satisfied in Your presence. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Three:

          

          THE TWO MASTERS

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “No one can serve two masters… You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.”-Matthew 6:24 NLT

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      Jesus doesn’t say it’s difficult to serve two masters; He says it is impossible. You cannot be fully devoted to a kingdom mission while being enslaved to a secular appetite for “more.”

      Money is a wonderful servant, but it is a terrible master. When money sits on the throne of your heart, it demands your peace, your time, and your integrity. It promises security but delivers anxiety.

      In our family devotions recently, we were talking about how to break the power of greed over our lives. We realized that the most effective way to dethrone money is through radical generosity. Money loses its power over us the moment we give it away. After some time in prayer, we decided as a family that we needed to give more—not because God needs the money, but because our hearts need to be free. By choosing to give, we are declaring that money is our servant, and God is our only Master.

      The goal of stewardship is to demote money from "Master" to "Tool." When we acknowledge that God is our only Master, money loses its power to control our moods and our decisions. We no longer ask, "How can I get more?" instead, we ask, "Master, how do You want me to use what You’ve placed in my hand?" Today, let’s check to see who is truly giving the orders in our lives.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      If your bank account were given a voice today, who would it identify as the Master of your life? We have to be brutally honest with ourselves: Are your resources serving the global mission God has planted in your heart, or has your life’s purpose subtly shifted to serve the pursuit of "more"? In any garden, there can only be one Head Gardener. If the money is calling the shots, the Master’s plan is being ignored.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, we are going to establish some "Digital Fences" to silence the voices that are trying to usurp the Master’s authority. I want you to unsubscribe from three retail email lists or "deal" alerts that constantly shout at you to spend. These are nothing more than "clutter seeds" trying to take root in your mind. By clearing them out, you are making a conscious choice to stop listening to the Master of "More" and start tuning your ear to the Master of "Enough."

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Pruning Log

          

          HEART MAINTENANCE

        

      

    

    
      How to Use Your Pruning Log

      "In the garden, pruning isn't an act of punishment; it’s an act of preparation. A 'Sucker Branch' is any expense, habit, or subscription that drains your resources without producing spiritual or practical fruit. Use this log to identify what needs to be cut away.

      In the 'Redirected Seed' column, record where you are planting those saved resources—whether it’s tithing, a legacy fund for your family, or a gift to the mission field. Remember, we don't prune just to have a smaller tree; we prune to have a more powerful harvest."
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        * * *

      

      
        
        "A branch that isn't producing fruit steals nutrients from the ones that are. Use this page to track what you are cutting away so your Kingdom harvest can flourish."

      

      

      

      
        
        Step 1:

        Identify the "Sucker Branch" 

        (List the recurring expense that doesn't align with your values)

      

        

      
        Step 2:

        Date Cancelled:  ______________

      

        

      
        Step 3:

        Monthly Savings Amount $: _____________

      

        

      
        Step 4:

        New Kingdom Destination:(Where is this seed being redirected?)

      

        

      
        Step 5: Prayer of Release:

         ☐ I have released this resource back to the Master.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Heavenly Father, I confess that I have sometimes allowed the pursuit of money to sit on the throne of my heart. Today, I declare that You alone are my Master. Help me to use money as a tool for Your glory rather than a god that I serve. Give me the strength to say "no" to the world's demands so I can say "yes" to Your calling. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Four:

          

          THE ABUNDANCE MYTH

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “And he said to them, 'Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.'” — Luke 12:15 RSV

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      We live in a world that is constantly whispering a lie: If you just had a little more, you would be a little more. We are conditioned to believe that our value is tied to our net worth and that "the good life" is found in the abundance of what we own. But Jesus calls this what it is: a myth. He warns us to be on high alert against covetousness—the "itch" for more—because possessions are incapable of adding true substance to our lives.

      When I look at my own life, I realize that the most "abundant" moments haven't happened in a showroom or a bank lobby. They happened around the dinner table, in prayer, in the quiet moments as I tuck my kids into bed each night, and in serving others. Stewardship is the act of recognizing that your "life" is a separate category from your "stuff." When we stop trying to find our identity in what we possess, we are finally free to manage those possessions with an open hand. You are not what you own; you are who you belong to.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit: 

      

      

      Complete this sentence honestly: "I would finally feel like I have 'enough' if I just had _________."Now, ask yourself: Is that item a physical necessity, or are you expecting it to provide a sense of life and security that only God can give?

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, we are going to practice "Abundance in Simplicity." Identify five things you already own that bring you joy or utility but cost you absolutely nothing to enjoy today (e.g., a Bible, a pair of walking shoes, a family photo). Spend a few minutes intentionally thanking God for these items. By focusing on what we have, we starve the "need" for more.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, help me to see through the abundance myth today. Guard my heart against the quiet pull of covetousness that tells me I am incomplete without more things. I thank You that my life is found in You alone, and that true abundance is found in Your presence, not my possessions. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Part II:

          

          IDENTIFYING THE WEEDS

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Five:

          

          THE ROOT OF THE MATTER

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” — 1 Timothy 6:10 RSV
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      It is important to notice that the Bible does not say money is the root of all evil; it says the love of money is. Money itself is neutral—it is simply a tool, like a hammer or a car. Money is also a powerful magnifier of the human heart. If a heart is naturally inclined toward greed, more money simply makes that person more effectively greedy. But if a heart is Kingdom-minded, more money provides a greater platform for radical generosity.

      I have seen in my own journey that this "love" doesn't usually start with a grand plan to be greedy. But more often than not, it starts with the frost of fear. It’s the fear of not having "enough." When that fear takes root in our lives, it acts like a sudden freeze on the garden of the heart. It causes our soil to harden and our hands to clench shut into a tight fist. In that state, we become "root-bound"—completely unable to release the seeds the Master has given us or to receive the new blessings He wants to pour out. A closed hand can’t plant, and it certainly can’t be generous; it can only cling to what it’s afraid to lose.

      I’ll be honest with you: there have been many times in my life where I have felt that clenched fist. During those seasons, the root was always the same—the fear of lack. As that fear gripped my heart, I found it incredibly difficult to obey the quiet promptings of the Holy Spirit when He asked me to give. This fear creates a dangerous cycle: the more we cling, the less we trust; and the less we trust, the more we cling.

      I’ve learned that the only way to break the "freeze" of a greedy cycle is to force the hand open. You have to deliberately choose to be generous, even when the "soil" feels frozen, to prove to your heart that the Master is still the Provider. Generosity is the heat that thaws the heart and allows the life to start flowing again.

      If we don't pull those small roots up early, they grow into a thicket that eventually chokes out our faith. Stewardship is the "gardening" of the heart—constantly checking to see what is growing in the soil of our desires.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      If you were to sit down with the Master Gardener today and be completely honest, what would you say is the "why" behind your desire for more? Is it truly a longing to provide for your family and water the seeds of the Kingdom, or is there a hidden craving for status? Sometimes we try to build "safety" out of paper and coin because we aren’t finding our security in the Presence of God. We have to be careful that we aren't trying to grow a harvest that only feeds our ego.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, we are going to perform a "Root Check." Take a piece of paper and write down the one financial goal you are most focused on right now. Underneath it, write this question: "Lord, is this for Your glory, or is this to satisfy a craving of my own?" Spend some time in prayer over that goal. If you find that the motive is rooted in the "love of money"—whether that looks like seeking status or trying to find a "peace" that only the Prince of Peace can provide—ask the Lord to realign your heart. Don't take another step toward that goal until the roots are pure. It is better to have a small, healthy plant than a massive tree with a rotten core.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Pruning Log:

          

          HEART MAINTENANCE

        

      

    

    
      How to Use Your Pruning Log

      "In the garden, pruning isn't an act of punishment; it’s an act of preparation. A 'Sucker Branch' is any expense, habit, or subscription that drains your resources without producing spiritual or practical fruit. Use this log to identify what needs to be cut away.

      In the 'Redirected Seed' column, record where you are planting those saved resources—whether it’s tithing, a legacy fund for your family, or a gift to the mission field. Remember, we don't prune just to have a smaller tree; we prune to have a more powerful harvest."

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      "A branch that isn't producing fruit steals nutrients from the ones that are. Use this page to track what you are cutting away so your Kingdom harvest can flourish."

      

      
        
        Step 1:

        Identify the "Sucker Branch" 

        (List the recurring expense that doesn't align with your values)

        Step 2:

        Date Cancelled ____________________

        Step 3:

        Monthly Savings Amount $: _____________

        Step 4:

        New Kingdom Destination:(Where is this seed being redirected?)

        Step 5: Prayer of Release:

         ☐ I have released this resource back to the Master.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, I don't want to wander away from You in pursuit of things that cannot satisfy. Show me if there are any "roots" of the love of money growing in my heart today. Replace my cravings for wealth with a hunger for Your righteousness. Help me to use money to serve Your purposes, never letting it become the object of my affection. Amen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Six:

          

          THE SECRET OF CONTENTMENT

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, 'I will never leave you nor forsake you.'” — Hebrews 13:5 The Voice

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      In our culture, we’ve been conditioned to view contentment as a destination—a financial finish line we hope to cross one day. We tell ourselves, “I’ll finally be at peace when the mortgage is gone,” or “I’ll be content once that emergency fund is fully stocked.” But if we are honest, once we reach those milestones, the goalposts usually move. In my own journey, I’ve realized that contentment isn't a result of a bank balance; it’s the result of a relationship.

      Think of it this way: Contentment is the deep root system that keeps a plant upright during a storm. Stewardship is the daily "gardening" of our desires—the intentional act of pulling up the weeds of "when and if" ("When I have this much..."or "If I can just get that...") so that we can flourish in the "here and now."

      When we stop focusing on the "fences" we want to build and instead lean into the reality of His presence, we find a startling truth: we already have everything we truly need. The Master Gardener hasn't just given us seeds; He has given us Himself. When He is the center of your garden, the soil of your heart stays rich, regardless of what the market or the world is doing.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      If the Master Gardener decided to keep your harvest exactly where it is for the next five years, could you be truly content? If that thought stirs up anxiety, we have to ask: Why? Is it because your daily bread wouldn't be provided, or is it because your heart has started seeking its "peace" in a rising bank balance rather than in Christ’s promise? When our joy is tied to the size of the barn, we’ve lost sight of the One who provides the seed.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, we are going to practice a "Contentment Fast." Aside from absolute emergencies, I challenge you to spend $0 today. No coffee runs, no "one-click" online orders, no "small treats" to get you through the afternoon. Every time you feel that itch to spend, use it as a signal to pray: "Lord, thank You that Your presence is enough for me today." By intentionally fasting from spending, you are starving the "love of more" and feeding the "love of Christ."

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Father, I thank You for the promise that You will never leave me nor forsake me. Forgive me for the times I have looked to money to give me the security that only You can provide. Today, I choose to be content with what I have, knowing that having You is having everything I truly need. Amen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Seven:

          

          THE TRUST FALL

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.” — Proverbs 11:28 NIV

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
       

      In my own journey, I’ve discovered that there is a massive difference between having resources and trusting in them. It is incredibly easy for me to claim I trust God when the numbers in my account are high, and the sails are full. But the true "gardening" of my heart happens when those numbers dip or when the economy feels uncertain. That is when the weeds of self-reliance start to show their heads.

      The "fall" that Solomon warns us about isn't always a financial bankruptcy; more often, it’s a spiritual one. It’s that internal crash we experience when our "safety" disappears. When we intentionally lean our full weight onto God’s provision rather than our own self-sufficiency, we become like a "green leaf"—alive and flourishing regardless of the economic season.

      When my wife and I finally cleared the "debt weeds" out of our financial garden, we began to hear incredible stories of people who lived on 20% of their income so they could release the other 80% back into the Master’s Kingdom. As we looked over our own rows and began to dream together, we asked: What if our life wasn't about building a bigger barn, but about planting a bigger field?

      We decided to put the Master’s promises to the test. We made a pact that once our basic provisions were covered each month, we would treat the "rest" as seed to be sown immediately. We stopped asking "How much can we keep?" and started asking "How much can we release?"

      It was one of the most liberating seasons of our entire stewardship walk. By clearing out our "surplus" and sending it back into the world, we weren't just paying for projects—we were watering the lives of those in need. We discovered that the most beautiful fruit in our garden wasn't what we ate ourselves; it was the joy of seeing the Master’s resources bring life to someone else’s dry ground.

      If you find yourself constantly checking your accounts just to see if you are "safe," take that as a signal that the weeds of worry are trying to choke out your trust. True flourishing only happens when we garden our hearts to ensure our roots are going deeper than our bank statements. Our life isn't sustained by what we have, but by the One who holds us.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      If the primary stream of income in your garden were to dry up tomorrow, would your sense of identity and security vanish with it? We must be honest: Does your peace come from the harvest in your hands, or from the Hand of the One who provides it? When we mistake the provision for the Provider, we become anxious gardeners, constantly worried about the next drought. But when our roots are in Christ, we can flourish even in a dry season.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      

      Today, I want you to identify one "Financial Security Blanket"—that one number you tend to obsess over. Maybe it’s an investment app you check ten times a day, a credit card balance that keeps you up at night, or a specific savings goal you’ve turned into an idol.

      Commit to not checking it for the next 24 hours. Every time you feel that anxious urge to look at the screen, stop and declare: "Lord, my security is rooted in You, not in this number." By intentionally looking away from the "provision," you are training your heart to look back at the Provider.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, I confess that I often lean on what I have more than I lean on You. Forgive me for finding my peace in my resources rather than Your faithfulness. Today, I choose to place my full weight on Your promises. Help me to flourish like a green leaf, rooted in the Living Water that never runs dry. Amen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Eight:

          

          THE MIRROR OF SATISFACTION

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity.” — Ecclesiastes 5:10 ESV

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      In my own experience, I’ve had to come to the sobering realization that the pursuit of "more" is a race without a finish line. It is so easy to fall into the trap of imagining that satisfaction is just one raise, one promotion, or one strategic purchase away. But Solomon, a man who possessed a level of wealth most of us can’t even fathom, warns us that the love of money is a bottomless pit. If you allow yourself to love money, you will never arrive at a place of "enough."

      Why is that? Because the human heart was designed to be satisfied by the Infinite God, not by finite currency. Think of your heart like a garden: if you try to water it with the salt water of material wealth, the plants will only wither and become thirstier. We must be diligent in gardening our hearts to pull up the weeds of "more," because those weeds have a way of choking out our true joy. Stewardship is the act of stopping the frantic chase and realizing that we were never meant to fill a spiritual void with a material resource. Look into the mirror of your own soul and ask: Am I trying to fill a spiritual void with a material resource? When we stop looking to our income to satisfy us, we are finally free to use it for what it was meant to be—a tool for the Kingdom.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      Think back to the last time you finally acquired something you truly wanted. How long did that "satisfaction" actually last before the thrill began to wilt and you started looking for the next thing to plant in that hole in your heart? What does that tell you about the nature of material wealth? The truth is, things can fill our houses, but they were never designed to fill our souls.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      

      Today, let's perform a "Satisfaction Audit." Walk through your home and identify three items you were once convinced would make you feel "complete" or "happy." Look at them honestly and acknowledge that while they may serve a purpose, they haven't changed your spirit.

      Then, set a timer and spend five minutes in prayer. Shift your gaze from the things that fade to the things that truly satisfy: His grace, His peace, and the gift of your salvation. Thank Him for being the only One who can truly satisfy the hunger of a human heart.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Pruning Log

          

          HEART MAINTENANCE

        

      

    

    
      How to Use Your Pruning Log

      "In the garden, pruning isn't an act of punishment; it’s an act of preparation. A 'Sucker Branch' is any expense, habit, or subscription that drains your resources without producing spiritual or practical fruit. Use this log to identify what needs to be cut away.

      In the 'Redirected Seed' column, record where you are planting those saved resources—whether it’s tithing, a legacy fund for your family, or a gift to the mission field. Remember, we don't prune just to have a smaller tree; we prune to have a more powerful harvest."

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        "A branch that isn't producing fruit steals nutrients from the ones that are. Use this page to track what you are cutting away so your Kingdom harvest can flourish."

      

      

      

      
        
        Step 1:

        Identify the "Sucker Branch" 

        (List the recurring expense that doesn't align with your values)

      

        

      
        Step 2:

        Date Cancelled:  ______________

      

        

      
        Step 3:

        Monthly Savings Amount $: _____________

      

        

      
        Step 4:

        New Kingdom Destination:(Where is this seed being redirected?)

      

        

      
        Step 5: Prayer of Release:

         ☐ I have released this resource back to the Master.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, forgive me for chasing after vapors. I confess that I have often looked to my income to provide a satisfaction that only You can give. Today, I choose to stop the race. I ask that You would fill the empty places in my heart with Your presence, so that I can manage my money as a tool for Your Kingdom rather than a cure for my discontentment. Amen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Part III:

          

          IRRIGATION AND GROWTH

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Nine:

          

          THE OWNER VS. THE MANAGER

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.” — Psalm 24:1 ESV

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      In my walk with the Lord, I’ve had to come to terms with a radical, humbling truth: I don’t actually own anything. It is so easy to fall into the habit of using language like "my house," "my car," or "my retirement fund." We spend our lives building these fences, but Psalm 24:1 serves as a divine eviction notice for our egos. It reminds us that God holds the deed to every square inch of this earth and every cent in our accounts.

      Think of this through the lens of gardening your heart. When I believe the land is "mine," I become possessive, anxious, and protective. I’m constantly worried about the "fence" and terrified of loss. But when I realize I am simply a tenant farmer working the Master’s land, the pressure shifts. My job isn't to own the soil; it's to be a faithful manager of what the Owner has provided. There is a strange, beautiful freedom in realizing you don’t have to stay awake at night worrying about "protecting" what isn't yours to begin with. You simply manage the garden according to the Owner’s instructions and trust Him for the harvest.

      I first learned this lesson as a young man preparing for Bible school. The Lord put it on my heart to give away my most prized possession: my first guitar. I had bought it right after I received Jesus as my Lord and Savior, and I had spent countless hours using it to worship Him. It was a "tool" that had brought much fruit to my own soul, but now the Master was asking me to release it.

      As I left for Bible school, I handed that guitar to the person the Lord had put on my heart. As he took it, he began to cry. Through his tears, he told me, “The Lord told me last night that He was calling me to be a worship leader. When I told Him I didn’t even have an instrument, He promised me He was going to give me one.”

      That was the moment I truly understood what it meant to be a Receiver and Releaser. God had given me that guitar to be a blessing to me for a season, so that I could eventually be a blessing through it to someone else. Because I viewed it as the Master’s property rather than my own "fence," I was able to release it without fear. And as a result of that one single act of stewardship, the Master has seen to it that I’ve never lacked an instrument since. When you manage the Master's tools well, He trusts you with more.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit: 

      

      

      Take a mental "inventory" of your most prized possessions today. Now, imagine holding them with an open hand and saying to God, "This is actually Yours; thank You for letting me use it." Does that thought bring you a sense of peace or a sense of panic? That reaction will show you exactly where the weeds of "ownership" have started to take root.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step: 

      

      

      

      Today, we are going to practice "The Title Transfer." Pick one physical item you are particularly proud of or protective over. Write a small "Thank You" note to God for loaning it to you. Acknowledge Him as the true Owner of that item. This simple act of "gardening" helps pull up the deep roots of entitlement and replaces them with a spirit of gratitude.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, I acknowledge today that You are the rightful Owner of everything in my life. The air I breathe, the money in my pocket, and the family I love all belong to You. Forgive me for acting like an owner rather than a manager. Help me to handle Your resources with care and to live with the freedom that comes from knowing the Master provides for His house. Amen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Ten:

          

          THE POWER SOURCE

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.” — Deuteronomy 8:18 ESV

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      It is so easy to look at our careers, our degrees, or our business successes and think, "I built this." We take credit for the long hours and the sharp decisions, but we often forget the Source of the very breath in our lungs. In my own life, I’ve had to realize that my ability to produce—my intellect, my energy, and even my opportunities—is a gift.

      Think of it this way: a plant doesn't boast about growing; it simply uses the sunlight and water provided by the Creator. When we start to think the "power" comes from us, we become anxious because we feel the weight of maintaining it all.

      But Deuteronomy 8:18 pulls us back to the truth. God gives us the power to get wealth—not so we can build a monument to ourselves, but to confirm His covenant. He provides the "power source" so that we can be a conduit for His promises. Gardening the heart means regularly pulling up the weeds of self-sufficiency and remembering that every bit of "fruit" in our lives grew because He provided the strength.

      I saw this clearly in my own life recently. While I was writing my book, “Notes From My Father: Foundations for Successful Living,” the Lord began to speak to me about creating a video series based on the message. As I began to map that out, He gave me a vision that went beyond a book—He spoke to me about creating a business.

      That is how WheelerMediaGroup was born. I had never dreamed of being a business owner; it wasn’t part of my ten-year life plan. But the Master Gardener added a new row to my field that I hadn't anticipated. He gave me the "power" to create this vehicle, and I recognize it today as a tool He placed in my hands to confirm His covenant. I am not the source of the business; I am simply the manager of the "power" He has allowed to flow through it.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      When you look at the harvest of your life—your achievements, your career, your bank account—do you see your own "muscle," or do you see God’s "mercy"? We must be careful not to mistake the tools the Master gave us for our own strength. Does the thought of your success lead you to a puffed-up pride, or does it lead you to a deeper dependence on the One who gave you the power to produce wealth in the first place? Remember, a branch cannot boast about the fruit; it only holds what the Vine provides.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, let’s take a "Gratitude Inventory" of the talents and opportunities the Master has planted in your life. List three specific skills or doors of opportunity that have allowed you to earn a living. Next to each one, write this declaration: "God gave me the power to get this wealth." Spend a few minutes in prayer, acknowledging Him as the "Divine Engine" behind your effort. Thank Him for the health in your body, the clarity in your mind, and the favor that has gone before you.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, forgive me for the times I’ve acted like I am the source of my own success. I acknowledge today that every talent, every closed deal, and every paycheck is a result of the power You have graciously given me. Help me to use what I earn to honor Your covenant and point others back to You. Amen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Eleven:

          

          THE HEART OF WILLINGNESS

        

      

    

    
      Scripture: 

      

      “But who am I and who are my people that you enable us to give so generously? Everything comes from you. We give you only what has come from your hands.” — 1 Chronicles 29:14 GW

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      There is a profound, grounding humility in King David’s heart here. He had just watched the people of Israel pour out a staggering amount of wealth to build the Temple, but he didn’t use that moment to brag about their generosity or his leadership. Instead, he stood in awe and asked a much deeper question: "Who are we that we should even be able to do this?"

      David understood a secret most of us overlook: the very ability to give is a gift from God. He didn't see their giving as a "sacrifice" they were making for the Lord; he saw it as a privilege the Lord was allowing them to enjoy.

      I’ve learned that true willingness only comes when we realize that we are just handing back to God what was already His. Imagine a father giving his young daughter five dollars so she can buy him a birthday card. When she hands him that card, he isn't touched because she had the money—he’s touched by her willingness to use what he gave her to honor him.

      I remember sitting in church one morning as the offering was being received. The Holy Spirit spoke very clearly to me: I was to take $300 and give it to a young man who was doing an internship at the church. Between services, I went to the ATM, got the cash, and asked one of the pastors to give it to him anonymously.

      To be honest, I had forgotten all about it until several weeks later when that same young man was giving the offering message. He said, “Not too long ago, I faced a big need and had nothing. I told God I was going to give the very last of what I had that day, and He needed to prove to me that I could trust Him. Between services, a pastor handed me $300!”

      What a wonderful blessing it was to realize that the Master had used me as a conduit to water that young man’s faith. I wasn't "losing" $300; I was participating in a divine cycle of provision.

      When we garden our hearts, we have to pull up the weeds of "I worked for this, so it’s mine to keep." Once those roots are gone, giving stops being a chore and starts being a joy. We aren't "losing" something when we give; we are simply participating in a divine cycle of provision. A truly willing heart doesn't give because it has to—it gives because it realizes that everything we have was already in the Father's hand.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit: 

      

      

      When you give—whether it’s to your local church or to a neighbor in need—does it feel like you are doing God a favor? Does it feel like a withdrawal from your "personal" account that God should be grateful for?

      In my own stewardship walk, I’ve had to pull up that specific weed of pride. The truth is much more beautiful: we don’t give to God as much as we give through God. The real question is, do you feel a sense of wonder that He has chosen to use you as the conduit for His resources? It is a staggering thought that the Creator of the universe allows us to be the delivery system for His provision.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step: 

      

      

      Today, I want you to practice a shift in perspective during the mundane moments of your day. Every time you swipe your card—whether you’re buying groceries, paying a bill, or grabbing a coffee—take a second to pause. Say to yourself: "I am managing God’s money today."

      Then, look for one specific opportunity to offer a "willingness gift." It doesn't have to be a massive amount; it could be a generous tip for a server or picking up a small treat for a neighbor. As you do it, pay close attention to the soil of your heart. Notice the freedom that comes when you stop feeling like you are losing "your" money and start realizing you are simply returning what already belongs to the Master.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Father, who am I that I should be able to give anything to You? I am humbled by the fact that You entrust me with Your resources. Forgive me for my stinginess and my sense of entitlement. Create in me a willing heart that finds joy in returning a portion of Your abundance back to Your Kingdom. Amen.

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Twelve:

          

          THE HAUGHTY HEART

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” — 1 Timothy 6:17 ESV

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      I’ve noticed a subtle, dangerous shift that often happens as our resources begin to grow. Wealth has a sneaky way of planting seeds of "haughtiness" in the heart—which is really just a spiritual term for feeling superior or self-sufficient. We start to believe the lie that our net worth is a direct reflection of our self-worth. Even more dangerous, we begin to "set our hopes" on the uncertainty of riches. We start to believe that if the bank account is full, we are finally safe.

      Think of it like a tenant farmer who starts to believe he actually owns the plantation. He begins to look down on the other workers, forgetting that he didn't create the soil, the seeds, or the rain.

      Gardening the heart means pulling up those weeds of haughtiness the moment they sprout. If your security is rooted in your portfolio, your peace of mind will rise and fall with the stock market. But when we replant our hope in God, we find a different kind of stability. The goal isn't to feel guilty about having resources; it’s to make sure our resources don't "have" us. When we pull up the pride, we can actually enjoy the Master's gifts without the crushing pressure of trying to find our identity in them.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      Let’s be honest with ourselves as we look at the soil of our own hearts: Do you feel just a little more "important" or "significant" when your finances are in good shape? When you look at someone else who is struggling to make ends meet, is your very first reaction one of deep compassion, or is there a subtle, quiet sense of superiority?

      In my own walk with the Lord, I’ve had to realize that any sense of pride is actually a weed of "ownership" trying to take root. We have to remember that none of us are the Owners; we are all just tenant farmers working the Master’s land. If your garden is currently flourishing, it isn’t because you are better than the farmer next door—it’s because the Master has entrusted you with a specific set of seeds and a specific plot of ground.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, we are going to perform a "Humility Check." I want you to identify a recent financial win, a professional achievement, or even a possession you’ve been feeling particularly proud of lately. Take a moment to pause and verbally give the credit back to God. Say it out loud: "Lord, thank You for giving me the power to get this wealth."

      Then, I want you to go out and bless someone who can never pay you back. It could be a small, anonymous gift or a hidden act of service. Whatever you do, keep it quiet. In my own life, I’ve found that this kind of "underground" giving acts like a hoe to the soil of the heart. It breaks up the hard ground of pride and self-importance before those seeds of haughtiness can ever take root.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, forgive me for the times I’ve allowed my resources to puff me up with pride. I confess that I often look to my bank balance for security instead of looking to You. Today, I choose to set my hope on You alone. Thank You for the gifts You’ve given me to enjoy; help me to handle them with a humble heart and an open hand. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Part IV.

          

          THE JOY OF GENEROSITY

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Thirteen: The Cheerful Giver

          

          THE CHEERFUL GIVER

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” — 2 Corinthians 9:7 ESV

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
       

      There is often a specific kind of internal tension that crops up when we talk about giving. For many, it feels like a heavy "should"—almost like a religious tax we have to pay just to stay in God's good graces. But in my own stewardship walk, I’ve had to realize that God isn’t actually after our money; He is after our hearts.

      Think of it through our gardening lens. God doesn’t want a "reluctant" gift that has to be yanked out of us like a stubborn, deep-rooted weed. He doesn't want us to give because we feel cornered or pressured. Instead, He wants a gift that grows naturally and beautifully out of a heart that is already rich in gratitude. When the soil of our soul is healthy and we recognize Him as the Source, giving isn't something we have to do—it's the fruit of what He's already doing in us.

      Think about the difference between a child sharing a toy because they were forced to by a parent, and a child sharing because they genuinely want their friend to join in the fun. The first is an act of compliance; the second is an act of joy. That second heart is what the Bible calls "cheerful." The Greek word for "cheerful" used here is hilaros, where we get our word hilarious. It implies a kind of joyous, boisterous freedom.

      When we are gardening our hearts, our goal is to move past the "quiet duty" of giving and into this "hilarious" freedom. It’s the difference between a tenant farmer who begrudgingly hands over a crate of fruit because the contract says he has to, and one who is so overwhelmed by the Master’s kindness and the abundance of the rain that he can’t wait to show the Master what has grown. A "hilarious" giver isn't worried about the loss; they are caught up in the joy of the partnership.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      Let’s be honest with ourselves as we look at the soil of our own hearts: When you sit down to give, do you feel a sense of "I have to" or a sense of "I get to"? If you feel a sharp "sting" when you let go of that money, don't ignore it. That sting is a signal.

      Personally, I’ve learned that the "sting" usually reveals a place where my heart is still clinging to a resource as if it were my own. It’s a sign that a weed of ownership is trying to choke out the joy of the harvest. Take a moment right now to ask the Lord to show you why that specific resource feels so hard to release. Is it a fear of lack? A need for control? Whatever it is, identify the weed so you can clear the way for a more "hilarious" kind of freedom.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, we are going to practice "The Hilarious Gift." Find a small way to give anonymously and spontaneously. It doesn't have to be a large amount—buy a coffee for the person behind you, leave an extra-large tip, or send a small digital gift card to a friend in need. Do it purely for the joy of it. Watch how that small act of "cheerful" giving changes the temperature of your heart.

      I’ve found that these "unscripted" moments of generosity are the best way to test the soil of our hearts. Do it purely for the joy of it, without expecting a "thank you" or even a tax receipt. As you do, pay close attention to the "temperature" of your heart. You’ll notice that when you stop treating money like a heavy obligation and start treating it like a seed meant for sharing, the atmosphere of your soul begins to change. You’ll find that "hilarious" freedom we’ve been talking about.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, forgive me for the times I have given out of guilt or obligation. I want to be a hilarious giver—someone who finds genuine joy in participating in Your work. Soften my heart today. Help me to loosen my grip on "my" resources so I can experience the freedom of a cheerful heart. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Fourteen:

          

          THE FIRST FRUITS

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” — Proverbs 3:9-10 ESV
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      There is a fundamental law in gardening: you have to decide what gets the best soil and the most water. In this scripture, we see the principle of the "First Fruits." This isn't just about giving; it’s about honor. To give the firstfruits means giving to God before you pay the mortgage, before you buy the groceries, and certainly before you see what’s "left over."

      In my own stewardship walk, I’ve had to learn that giving God the "scraps" at the end of the month isn't just a math problem—it’s a heart problem. It says that we trust our own ability to manage the "rest" more than we trust His promise to provide. But when we honor Him with the first and the best, we are acknowledging that He is the Source of it all.

      Notice the promise attached: "then your barns will be filled with plenty." This isn't a "get rich quick" scheme. It’s a promise of divine sufficiency. When we put God first in our finances, we are aligning our garden with His design. We are moving from the anxiety of "Is there enough?" to the peace of "He is enough." When you pull the weeds of fear and put the King first, you’ll find that the "rest" goes much further than you ever imagined.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      Let’s look at your "financial garden" honestly: Does God get your best, or does He get your leftovers? When your paycheck hits the bank, what is your first thought? Is it "How do I honor the Master?" or "How do I take care of me?" If God is an afterthought in your budget, it’s a sign that the root of self-reliance is still taking up too much space.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      Today, I want you to review your last month of spending. Identify where the "first" of your resources went. For this coming week, make a commitment to "First Fruit" living. Before any other bill is paid or any other purchase is made, set aside a portion to honor the Lord. Even if it feels small, do it first. Pay attention to how that act of priority shifts your trust from your bank account back to your Provider.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, I want to honor You with the first and the best of everything You’ve given me. Forgive me for giving You my leftovers and expecting Your blessing. Today, I surrender my priorities to You. Help me to trust that as I put You first, You will take care of every other need in my life. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Day Fifteen:

          

          THE BLESSING

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Scripture: 

      

        

      
        “In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” — Acts 20:35 ESV
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Reflection:

          

        

      

    

    
      We hear this verse quoted so often that it can almost become white noise, but we rarely stop to let the weight of it really sink into the soil of our hearts. Most of the world is out there living by a completely opposite mantra: "It is more blessed to accumulate." We are told from every direction that happiness is found in what we can get, what we can hold, and what we can keep.

      But in my own stewardship walk, I have discovered a truth that the world misses: the greatest "harvest" in life isn’t the grain that ends up sitting in my barn—it’s the seed that passes through my hands to help someone else.

      Think about it this way: a seed sitting in a sack in your barn is just potential. It’s only when that seed leaves your hand and hits the soil of someone else’s need that it actually fulfills its purpose.

      When we intentionally garden our hearts to be "receivers and releasers," we finally step into the "more blessed" life that Jesus promised. See, the "blessing" isn't just about some material reward or a bigger harvest later on. The true blessing is the spiritual vitality that comes when you realize you are a conduit for God’s grace.

      I’ve learned that when you help the weak or put your resources behind the work of the Kingdom, you aren't "spending" your money—you are investing in the only thing that outlasts this life. You’ll find a level of peace and a "hilarious" joy in that flow that a new car or a bigger house could never provide. Those things eventually rust and fade, but the life that comes from being the Master’s delivery system stays fresh forever.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        The Heart Audit:

      

      

      Take a moment and look back over the "garden" of your life from these last few months. Where did you experience the most genuine, lasting joy? Was it in a purchase you made for yourself, or was it in a moment where you were able to meet a need for someone else?

      I’ve noticed that when my life starts to feel dry and unproductive, it’s usually because I’ve turned my heart into a closed fist. Think of soil that has been packed down so hard that nothing can get out, but nothing can get in, either. It becomes "root-bound" and eventually, the life within it just withers.

      But when we live as "receivers and releasers," our hearts are like cultivated soil—loose, open, and ready for the Master to move through. If the air in your spiritual life feels a bit thin, check your grip. Are you clutching the seeds the Master gave you to plant? Remember, a seed in a clenched fist never grows; it only rots. But a seed released into the lives of others brings a harvest that refreshes everyone, including the gardener.

      

      
        
        The Stewardship Action Step:

      

      

      

      Today, I want you to look for a "Flow Opportunity." Find someone who is "weak" in a specific area—it might be a financial need, but it could also be someone who needs a meal, a word of encouragement, or a hand with a project. In my own stewardship walk, I’ve found that intentionally looking for ways to be a blessing breaks the cycle of "getting" and refreshes my own soul. Act on that opportunity today and pay attention to the life it brings back into your own "garden."

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Pruning Log

          

          HEART MAINTENANCE

        

      

    

    
      How to Use Your Pruning Log

      "In the garden, pruning isn't an act of punishment; it’s an act of preparation. A 'Sucker Branch' is any expense, habit, or subscription that drains your resources without producing spiritual or practical fruit. Use this log to identify what needs to be cut away.

      In the 'Redirected Seed' column, record where you are planting those saved resources—whether it’s tithing, a legacy fund for your family, or a gift to the mission field. Remember, we don't prune just to have a smaller tree; we prune to have a more powerful harvest."

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      
        
        "A branch that isn't producing fruit steals nutrients from the ones that are. Use this page to track what you are cutting away so your Kingdom harvest can flourish."

      

      

      

      
        
        Step 1:

        Identify the "Sucker Branch" 

        (List the recurring expense that doesn't align with your values)

      

        

      
        Step 2:

        Date Cancelled:  ______________

      

        

      
        Step 3:

        Monthly Savings Amount $: _____________

      

        

      
        Step 4:

        New Kingdom Destination:(Where is this seed being redirected?)

      

        

      
        Step 5: Prayer of Release:

         ☐ I have released this resource back to the Master.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prayer:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Lord, thank You for the reminder that true blessing is found in giving. Forgive me for the times I’ve tried to find happiness in accumulating things for myself. Help me to be a flowing stream, not a stagnant pond. Open my eyes today to the needs around me and give me the courage and the joy to be a blessing to others. Amen.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Harvest Report

          

        

      

    

    
      Review the same five areas of your heart. Looking back over the last 15 days, how has the Master Gardener transformed your soil?

      
        
        1	The Shift in Title: Do you feel a new sense of freedom in knowing you are a Manager and not the Owner of your life's resources?

        ◦	(1 = Still holding on tight / 10 = Walking in the freedom of Stewardship)

      

      

      
        
        2	The Peace of the Garden: When financial "weather" or unexpected bills arise, how quickly can you return to the "Quiet Row" of trust?

        ◦	(1 = Still easily shaken / 10 = Rooted in the Provider's peace)

      

      

      
        
        3	The Pruning Progress: How much more "light" is reaching your life now that you have identified and begun to clip away the Sucker Branches?

        ◦	(1 = Still tangled / 10 = I can see the fruit growing clearly)

      

      

      
        
        4	The Hilarious Release: Recall your last act of giving during this 15-day walk. Was there a shift from "duty" to "delight"?

        ◦	(1 = Still feels like a sacrifice / 10 = It felt like a celebration)

      

      

      
        
        5	The Vision for the Forest: How much clearer is your plan to leave a Legacy that outlives your own lifespan?

        ◦	(1 = Still focused on the present / 10 = I am planting for my children’s children)

      

      

      The Gardener’s Closing Prayer

      "Master, thank You for the tilling, the pruning, and the watering of these last 15 days. I am no longer just a consumer of Your blessings; I am a co-laborer in Your field. May the fruit of this heart continue to feed others for generations to come. Amen."

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Next Season: From Heart to Harvest

          

        

      

    

    
      Ready to go deeper?

      You’ve spent the last 15 days clearing the ground, uprooting anxiety, and preparing the soil of your heart. But a prepared field is only the first step—to see a life-changing harvest, you need a proven system.

      The Heart and Harvest devotional is the foundation; the Stewardship Masterclass is the architecture.

      If you are ready to move from daily devotion to Kingdom execution, I invite you to join me in my comprehensive Stewardship Course. We’re moving beyond the "why" and getting our hands dirty with the "how." Together, we will:

      
        
          	
        Master Your Cash Flow: Build a biblical irrigation system for your finances so your resources flow exactly where the Master intends.
      

      	
        Eliminate "Debt Weeds": Identify and uproot the financial entanglements that are choking your ability to grow.
      

      	
        Establish Your Legacy: Move from survival to "Receiver and Releaser" status, positioning your family tree to flourish for generations.
      

      

      

      Don't let the seeds we've planted over the last 15 days sit dormant. Let’s build the systems that turn your heart’s desires into Kingdom reality.

      [Click Here to Join the Masterclass and Master Your Money for Good]

      P.S. You might be thinking, “Dr. Steve, my financial garden is currently a mess—I don’t have enough 'seed' to even think about a system yet.” If that’s you, let me encourage you: the best time to build a system is when the rows are empty. You don’t wait for the harvest to build the irrigation; you build the irrigation so the harvest can finally come. Whether you are managing thousands or just trying to find your way out of the weeds, this course is designed to meet you exactly where your feet are planted today.
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Gardener’s Library

          

        

      

    

    
      Tools for a Lifetime of Generational Fruit

      

      Your 15-day walk has prepared the soil of your heart. Now, it is time to look at the "Family Tree" you are planting. Stewardship isn't just about the harvest you enjoy today; it’s about the legacy you leave for those who come after you. To help you build a foundation that lasts for generations, I invite you to explore these resources:

      

      Notes From My Father: Foundations for Successful Living

      A Biblical Approach to Changing Your Family Tree

      In my own journey, I realized that many of us are working with soil that has been depleted by previous generations. This book is the blueprint for breaking old cycles and planting something new. It provides the core biblical principles needed to shift your legacy and build a life of integrity, purpose, and lasting success.

      Available on Amazon:

       [Click Here to Get Your Copy]

      

      Notes From My Father: Workbook and Study Guide

      A Practical Guide to Changing Your Family Tree

      

      A garden doesn't grow by just reading about it—you have to get your hands in the dirt. This companion workbook and study guide is designed to help you practically apply the "Foundations" to your daily life. With guided exercises and deep-dive reflections, this tool ensures the principles take root in your family’s daily rhythm.

      Available on Amazon.

       [Click Here to Get Your Copy]
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            About Dr. Steve Wheeler

          

        

      

    

    
      About Dr. Steve Wheeler

      A Life Tended by Grace

      

      Dr. Steve Wheeler is a "Receiver and Releaser" of God’s wisdom, dedicated to helping families build foundations that withstand every season of life. His story is one of radical obedience and a testament to the faithfulness of the Master Gardener.

      

      The Global Mission: Long before the founding of Wheeler Media Group, Dr. Steve’s journey began as a young man at Bible school with a heart for the nations. For years, he served as a full-time missionary, traveling the world to equip and empower leaders in diverse cultures. These years in the global "mission field" were a season of intense planting, where he learned firsthand how the principles of Kingdom stewardship and faith apply in every corner of the earth.

      To find out more about the ministry that Dr. Steve is engaging in, please click here:

      https://gotonations.org/missionary/wheeler

      

      The Current Harvest: Today, Dr. Steve utilizes those decades of international experience to lead Wheeler Media Group. This ministry is a continuation of his missionary call—dedicated to empowering Christians through impactful digital and print resources that inspire faith and ignite purpose. Whether through a book, a video series, or a masterclass, his mission remains the same: to provide the tools necessary for believers to move from survival to success.

      To understand the heart behind this 15-day walk, explore these personal accounts of faith and deliverance:

      

      Adventures of Faith:

      The Story of a Journey with the Master. This autobiography chronicles Dr. Wheeler’s life from the moment he first received Jesus as Lord and Savior. From that first guitar he gave away to being a full-time missionary, and to the establishment WheelerMediaGroup, these stories show what happens when you say "Yes" to the Master’s leading. It is an invitation to view your own life as a grand adventure of trust.

      Available on Amazon.

       [Click Here to Read the Adventure]

      

      Through the Shadows: Overcoming Fear in the Midst of a Pandemic:

      Every garden faces a harsh winter. In this vulnerable account, Dr. Wheeler shares his family’s journey through the COVID-19 pandemic. He details the specific moment the Lord delivered him from the "frost of fear" and the grip of death. If you are currently walking through a dark valley, this book will show you how to find the light of the Master’s presence in the midst of the shadows.

      Available on Amazon.

       [Click Here to Find Peace]
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            A Father’s Blessing

          

        

      

    

    
      A Father’s Blessing

      As you step out of this garden and into the world, may you carry with you the quiet confidence of a child who knows their Father owns the land. May your hands stay open to release what He asks, your heart stay soft to receive what He pours, and your legacy grow into a tree of life that shades generations yet to come. Keep tending the soil, for the Master is faithful, and the harvest is sure.

      Dr. Steve Wheeler is the founder of Wheeler Media Group, a ministry dedicated to empowering Christians through impactful digital and print resources that inspire faith and ignite purpose.

      Stay Rooted. Stay Connected:

      WheelerMediaGroup.org.
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        * * *
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