BEGINNER'S \
GUDETO 7

DIGITAL
MARKETING /
% i
MAKING MONEY ONLINE

e e e R i

A Step-by-Step Guide for making
@ nmoney online for beginner's with
clarity and confidence.
Starting a new online business? Find
@ out where to begin and how to

achieve success.



Good day, my nameis
Victor de Villiers.

Digital Marketing Strategist & Entrepreneur

In this guide you
will find:

Clear Steps!

Real Results!

No Tech Fluff!

For years, | searched for a reliable way to build passive
income, but every method felt complicated and
unclear. That changed when | discovered a simple,
step-by-step system that finally made digital income
make sense—and now | teach others how to use it too.



HOW TO START AN ONLINE BUSINESS




3 reasons why you should
start an online business

L LOW START-UP COST WITH HIGH PROFIT POTENTIAL

Starting online requires almost no money compared to
traditional businesses.

You can begin with:

o Free tools (Systeme.io, Canva, TikTok, Pinterest).
o Affiliate products (no inventory, no shipping).
o Digital products (create once, sell forever).

This makes online business the most accessible path for
beginners who want to earn without risking large amounts of
money.

You don’'t need thousands to start a business — you just need
WiFi, consistency, and the right strategy.

2. FREEDOM, FLEXIBILITY AND AUTOMATION

An online business gives you control over your time.

You can work:

e From home!
e On your own schedule!

e At your own pace!



And once your systems are set up — funnels, email
sequences, content — your business can generate income
even when you're not actively working.

This is where true digital freedom comes from.

Imagine earning money while you're at the beach or
spending time with family.

3. UNLIMITED REACH & OPPORTUNITY

An online business gives you access to a global audience,
not just the people around you.

That means:
 You can sell to anyone, anywhere, 24/7.
e Your content works for you even while you sleep.

e You're not limited by geography, store hours, or physical
stock.



L AN ONLINE BUSINESS




E-Commerce Store

# WHAT AN E-COMMERCE STORE IS

E-commerce stores are online shops where people buy and
sell products through the internet, and they’'ve become one of
the fastest-growing business models, because they're simple
to start, low-cost, and globally scalable.

%' WHY E-COMMERCE WORKS

e E-commerce stores succeed because they offer:
e Global reach — anyone, anywhere can buy from you.
e Low startup costs — no rent, no staff, no physical location.

e Automation — payments, orders, and delivery can run
automatically.

e Scalability — you can grow from 1 sale to 10,000 without
needing a bigger store.

TYPES OF ECOMMERCE STORES

e Dropshipping — you sell products without holding
inventory; suppliers ship directly to customers.

e Print-on-Demand — custom designs printed on shirts,
mugs, etc., only after someone buys.

e Inventory-based stores — you buy stock and ship it
yourself or use fulfillment centers.

e Digital product stores — sell ebooks, templates, courses,
or downloads (highest profit).



£+ HOW E-COMMERCE STORES MAKE MONEY
Selling physical or digital products.
Upsells and bundles.
Subscription products.
Repeat customers through email marketing.

Paid ads + organic traffic.

% WHAT YOUNEED TOSTART

A platform (Shopify, WooCommerce, Etsy, or Systeme.io
for digital products).

A product to sell.
A payment gateway.

A simple marketing strategy (TikTok, Instagram,
Pinterest, or ads).

QUICKEXAMPLE
A beginner can start a store selling:

Fitness accessories.
Phone cases.
Custom T-shirts.
Digital planners.
Home décor items.

Traffic comes from short-form videos, Pinterest pins, or
paid ads.



Dropshipping
‘Z \WHAT DROPSHIPPING ACTUALLY IS

Dropshipping is an e-commerce model where you sell products
online without buying or holding any inventory, and a
third-party supplier ships the product directly to your customer.

It's low-risk, low-cost, and easy for beginners to start.

You list products in your online store.

A customer buys from you at your price.

e You forward the order to your supplier at a lower price.
e The supplier ships the product straight to the customer.
e You keep the profit difference.

e You never touch the product physically.

%' WHY DROPSHIPPING IS ATTRACTIVE

e No inventory needed — you don't buy stock upfront.

e Low startup cost — you only pay for products after you get
paid.

e Easy to scale — suppliers handle packaging and shipping.
e Flexible — you can run it from anywhere with WiFi.

e This makes it one of the simplest ways for beginners.



W HOW DROPSHIPPING STORES MAKE MONEY

Profit margin is the difference between your selling price
and the supplier price.

Upsells and bundles.
Free-plus-shipping offers.

Repeat customers through email marketing

{3 WHAT YOUNEED TOSTART

A store platform (Shopify is the most
common).

A supplier (AliExpress, CJ Dropshipping,
Zendrop).

A niche or product category.

Basic marketing (TikTok, Instagram,
Pinterest, or ads).

% THE DROPSHIPPING PROCESS STEP-BY-STEP

Find a trending or problem-solving product.
Source it from a reliable supplier.

Build a simple Shopify store.

Add product photos, descriptions, and pricing.
Launch content or ads to drive traffic.

When someone buys, your supplier ships it.

You keep the profit.



! WHAT BEGINNERS SHOULD KNOW

DROPSHIPPING IS SIMPLE TO START BUT REQUIRES:

e Good product research.

Strong marketing (especially short-form video).

Fast customer support.

Reliable suppliers.

The business succeeds more from marketing than from the
product itself.




Affiliate Marketing

€)WHAT AFFILIATEMARKETING IS
Affiliate marketing is a performance-based online business
model where you earn a commission for promoting someone
else’s product or service.

You don't create the product, handle customer service, or
manage delivery — you simply connect buyers to sellers
using a unique tracking link.

When someone buys (or completes an action) through your
link, you get paid.

Affiliate marketing is a partnership between three main
players:

e Merchant — the brand selling the product.
o Affiliate — you, the promoter.
e Customer — the person who buys through your link.

o Affiliates earn by driving sales, traffic, or sign-ups for the
merchant.

e This model is widely used in digital marketing and is
considered a core online income stream.

<" HOW AFFILIATE MARKETING WORKS

The process is simple and beginner-friendly:

e You join an dffiliate program.

e You receive a unique tracking link.

e You promote the product through content (videos, posts,
blogs, email).

e A customer clicks your link.

e If they buy or complete the required action, you earn a
commission.



WHY AFFILIATE MARKETING IS POPULAR

Low startup cost — no inventory or product creation.

e Flexible — promote products you already use or believe in.

e Scalable — more traffic and better content = more
commissions.

e Beginner-friendly — ideal for creators, entrepreneurs, and
digital marketers.

% WHAT YOU NEED TOSUCCEED

o A platform (TikTok, Instagram, YouTube, blog, email list).
e A niche audience with a clear interest.

e High-quality content that educates or solves problems.
e Consistent traffic and trust-building.

e Smart tracking and optimization.

o Affiliates who focus on valuable content + targeted
audiences tend to earn the most.

i TOP NICHES WITH STRONG PROFIT POTENTIAL

# Health, Wellness & Self-Care % Pet Products

Print-on-Demand (POD) + Personalization



Digital Products

® WHAT DIGITALPRODUCTS ARE

Digital products are virtual goods with no physical form. They
include software applications, e-books, digital music,
streaming videos, online courses, and digital artwork.

They are delivered through welsites, marketplaces, or cloud

platforms, and can be accessed on devices like phones,
tablets, and computers.

WHY DIGITAL PRODUCTS ARE POWERFUL

Instant delivery — no shipping or waiting.
Low production costs — no manufacturing or inventory.
High profit margins — often 80-90% after fees.

Scalability — one product can be sold an unlimited number of
times.

Easy updates — creators can improve or expand content
anytime.

Environmental benefits — no physical materials or transport.
This makes them ideal for entrepreneurs, educators, designers,

and creators looking to build passive or semi-passive income
streams.



EXAMPLES OF POPULAR DIGITAL PRODUCTS

Ebooks and guides.

Online courses and workshops.

Templates (Canva, Notion, business docs).
Software and mobile apps.

Digital art, illustrations, and photography.
Music, sound effects, and audio packs.
Al-generated content bundles.

Ty
2 THEMINDSET PEOPLE NEED

A successful online business starts with how someone
thinks, not what they sell.

Patience — results take weeks or months, not days.
Consistency — posting, learning, and improving daily.
Willingness to learn — digital skills grow with practice.

Problem-solving attitude — every challenge is part of the
process.

Long-term vision — treat it like a business, not a quick fix.

People who succeed online understand that momentum
builds slowly, then suddenly.



& THE TOOLS PEOPLE NEED

Beginners don’'t need expensive software. They need a
simple, reliable setup:

e A phone or laptop — to create content and manage the
business.

Internet connection — the real “office” of an online
entrepreneur.

A platform — TikTok, Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest, or a
blog.

A link-in-bio tool — Systeme.io, Beacons, Stan Store.

A payment method — PayPal, Stripe, or local gateways.

A content creation tool — Canva, CapCut, ChatGPT for
ideas.

These tools allow anyone to start with almost zero cost.

THE OFFER PEOPLE NEED

Every online business nheeds something to sell:

Affiliate products — easiest for beginners.

Digital products — ebooks, templates, guides, courses.

Physical products — dropshipping or inventory.
e Services — design, editing, social media management.

The offer must solve a problem or fulfill a desire. That's what
makes people buy.



=) THE SYSTEM PEOPLE NEED

A business becomes profitable when there’'s a simple,
repeatable system:

Traffic — content that brings people in.

Lead capture — a landing page or email list.

Value — content, tips, or a freebie that builds trust.

Conversion — a clear call-to-action leading to the offer.

Automation — emails or funnels that sell 24/7.

This system turns views into income, even while someone
sleeps.

~ THE SKILLS PEOPLE NEED

These skills grow with practice and are not required on
day one:

Content creation.

Basic marketing.

Understanding your audience.

Simple funnel building.

Communication and storytelling.

Product research (for e-commerce or dropshipping).

The more someone practices, the more these skills
compound.



») THE CLARITY PEOPLE NEED

Before starting, people should know:
Who they want to help?
What problem do they solve?
What platform will they focus on?
What offer will they promote?

What content will they create?

THE REALREASON PEOPLE SUCCEED
People succeed online when they combine:
A simple plan.
Consistent action.
A valuable offer.
A system that works.

Time to let it grow.

THIS IS THE FORMULA BEHIND EVERY SUCCESSFUL
DIGITAL ENTREPRENEUR.
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How to start your online
business in 10 steps

Starting an online business in 10 steps comes down to choosing
a direction, setting up simple systems, and building consistent
traffic.

These steps work for any model—affiliate marketing, digital
products, dropshipping, or e-commerce.

1. CHOOSE YOUR BUSINESS MODEL.

Your model determines everything else. The most
beginner-friendly options are affiliate marketing, digital
products, dropshipping, and services.

Each has different startup costs, skills, and timelines, so
choosing one gives you clarity and focus.

2. PICK A NICHE WITH REAL DEMAND.

A niche is the audience you serve and the problem you solve.

Strong niches include wealth, health, relationships, pets, fitness,
Al tools, and productivity.

A clear niche helps you attract the right people and stand out.

3. IDENTIFY THE PROBLEM YOU SOLVE.

People buy solutions, not products. Define the pain point or
desire your business addresses.



4. CHOOSE YOUR MAIN PLATFORM.

Start with one platform where your audience already spends
time. TikTok, Instagram, YouTube, and Pinterest are the most
effective for beginners.

Focusing on one platform builds momentum faster than trying
to be everywhere.

5. SET UP YOUR BRAND BASICS.

Create a simple brand identity: name, colors, logo, and
message. This doesn't need to be perfect—clarity matters
more than design.

A clean, consistent look builds trust and makes your content
recognizable.

6. CREATE YOUR OFFER.

Your offer is what you sell. This could be an affiliate product, a
digital product, a physical item, or a service.

A strong offer solves a specific problem and gives people a
clear reason to buy from you.

7. BUILD YOUR ONLINE HOME.

This is where people go after they click your link. It could be a
landing page, a funnel, a store, or a simple link-in-bio.

Your online home should explain what you offer and make it
easy for people to take action.



8. START CREATING CONTENT.

Content is how people discover you. Use short-form videos,
carousels, or posts to educate, inspire, and guide your audience.

Consistency builds trust, and trust leads to sales. Content is the
engine of your business.

9. DRIVE TRAFFIC AND COLLECT EMAILS.

Traffic brings people in, and email keeps them. Use your content
to attract viewers, then capture emails with a lead magnet or
simple sign-up.

Email marketing builds long-term relationships and increases
conversions.

10. IMPROVE, OPTIMIZE, AND SCALE.

Once you start getting views, clicks, or sales, analyze what works
and do more of it.

Improve your content, refine your offer, test new ideas.






How to Start an Online
Business FAQS

WHAT IS THE BEST TYPE OF ONLINE BUSINESS TO START?

@ THE TOP ONLINE BUSINESS MODELS WORTH STARTING NOW.

1. DIGITAL PRODUCTS & ONLINE COURSES

Digital products (templotes, guides, planners, Al prompts,
training programs) and online courses remain among the
most profitable because:

No inventory or shipping.

High margins.

Scalable globally.

Perfect for niche expertise.

2. AFFILIATE MARKETING

Still one of the simplest ways to start:

e No product creation
e NO customer service

e Earn commissions by recommending tools, products, or
services



How to Start an Online
Business FAQS

HOW DO | START A SMALL ONLINE BUSINESS?

Starting an online business from home means choosing a
simple, profitable ideaq, setting up a basic online presence, and
using digital tools to reach customers without needing a
physical location.

You begin by picking a business model that fits your skills—like
digital products, freelancing, daffiliate marketing, or
e-commerce—then validate that people actually want what
you plan to offer.

From there, you set up essentials such as a domain, website or
funnel, and payment methods, all of which can be done with
low cost tools like Systeme.io, PayFast, or Canva.

Marketing becomes the engine of growth, using content, social
media, or email to attract customers while you refine your offer
based on feedback.

WHAT KIND OF ONLINE BUSINESS IS MOST PROFITABLE?

The most consistently profitable online business is selling
digital products (like templates, courses, or tools) because they
have almost zero overhead, unlimited scalability, and can be
automated for recurring income.



WHAT CAN YOQU SELL ONLINE?

A huge range of products and services can be sold online, from
physical goods like clothing, beauty products, home décor, and
electronics, to digital products such as templates, e-books,
online courses, software, and printables.

As well as services like graphic design, consulting, tutoring,
virtual assistance, and marketing support, and even
subscription-based offerings like membership communities,
curated boxes, or digital resource libraries.

Online marketplaces make it possible to sell handmade crafts,
second-hand items, or niche collectibles. At the same time,
platforms like Shopify, Etsy, and Systeme.io allow entrepreneurs
to build branded stores for anything from custom merchandise
to downloadable tools.

The most profitable categories tend to be digital products,
specialized services, and niche physical items with strong
branding and low competition.

CAN YOQU START AN ONLINE BUSINESS WITH NO MONEY?

Starting an online business with no money is completely
possible by using free tools, free platforms, and skills you
already have to create value without needing inventory, paid
software, or advertising.

You simply choose a simple business model like digital
products, affiliate marketing, or freelancing, use free platforms
such as Canvaq, Systeme.io, TikTok, or social media to create
and promote your offer, and start earning by providing
solutions people want.
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https://www.digitalwealthworksonline.co.za/digitalwealthworksonline

