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The Spark:  This is 
where the first glimpse 
of a song appears 

Sketch It:  Expand on 
the spark: initial 
melody and chords 

Arrange It:  Decide 
which instruments are 
going to play what lines Structure It:  Build out 

the song structure from 
the busiest part 

Build It:  Build out the 
song according to the 
blueprint you created 

Mix It:  Balance the 
parts, set the sound-
stage, glue it together 

Finish It:  The final 
polish goes on and the 
song goes to the world 


