
Frequently Asked Questions 
About Cremation Services
Clear, compassionate answers to help you make informed decisions during a 
difficult time



UNDERSTANDING CREMATION

Why Choose Cremation Services?
Cremation services have become increasingly popular among 
American families for several meaningful reasons. Many people 
appreciate the simplicity and straightforward nature of cremation 
arrangements, which can ease the burden during an already difficult 
time.

Financial considerations often play a role, as cremation is typically 
more affordable than traditional ground burial. Environmental 
concerns also influence many families' decisions, as they seek 
options that align with their values about caring for our planet.

Perhaps most importantly, cremation offers greater flexibility in 
memorialization. Families have more choices about how to honor 
their loved one's memory, from traditional services to unique 
celebrations of life that truly reflect the person's spirit and legacy.



Ensuring Quality and Trust in 
Cremation Services

The Baldwin Brothers Security Trust System
Not all cremation services are the same. The most important question families 
ask is: "How can I be certain the ashes I receive are only those of my loved 
one, and all of their ashes?" With Baldwin Brothers' Security Trust System, 
you can be completely confident in the answer.

Complete Price Transparency
Before making your final decision, it's essential to understand all costs 
associated with the complete service you choose. We believe in clear, upfront 
pricing with no hidden fees or surprises during an already emotional time.



RELIGIOUS CONSIDERATIONS

Faith and Cremation: What You Need to Know
Many people wonder whether their religious beliefs 
permit cremation. The answer, in most cases, is yes. 
Over recent decades, numerous faith traditions have 
come to accept cremation as a respectful and 
acceptable practice.

Even the Catholic Church, which historically preferred 
traditional burial, now fully accepts cremation as an 
option for its members. However, because religious 
practices and interpretations can vary, we always 
recommend contacting your church, synagogue, 
mosque, or spiritual leaders to confirm their specific 
guidance.

Your faith community can provide personalized 
counsel that honors both your religious traditions and 
your family's wishes.



Timeline and Legal Requirements
01

Mandatory Waiting Period
Florida law requires a minimum 48-hour waiting period from the time 
of death before cremation can take place. This timeframe protects 
families and ensures proper procedures are followed.

02

Death Certificate Completion
The Death Certificate must be completed and signed by the certifying 
physician. This official documentation is a crucial step in the legal 
process.

03

Medical Examiner Approval
The Medical Examiner in whose jurisdiction the death occurred must 
review and approve the documentation. This ensures that any 
questions about the cause of death have been adequately answered 
before cremation proceeds.

04

Cremation Authorization
Once all legal requirements are met and proper authorization is 
obtained, the cremation process can begin. These safeguards protect 
everyone involved and provide peace of mind to families.



Practical Questions About the Cremation Process

Casket Requirements
You are not required to purchase a casket 
for cremation. Our reasonably priced 
services include a combustible, rigid, 
covered container that ensures dignified 
and safe handling of your loved one 
throughout the process.

Embalming Considerations
Embalming is not required for cremation. 
However, if you choose a Life Celebration 
that includes public viewing of your 
deceased loved one, embalming may be 
necessary to ensure a dignified 
presentation during the service.

Special Preparation Needs
Certain medical devices must be removed 
before cremation. Pacemakers, devices 
with batteries, and certain radioactive 
isotopes can rupture under high 
temperatures, creating hazards for staff 
and equipment. All jewelry and special 
mementos should also be removed, as 
they will be destroyed during cremation.



SECURITY SYSTEM

Our Comprehensive Security Trust System
Baldwin Brothers has created a meticulous Security System to ensure correct identification throughout every step of the cremation process. 
Your peace of mind is our priority.

1Initial Identification
When our staff arrives to bring your loved one into our care, 
an initial identification band is immediately attached around 

the ankle. This band includes the deceased's name, location, 
and all information required by state law.

2 Secondary Verification
Upon completion of vital information and cremation 
authorization, a second identification band is attached. This 
redundant system provides an additional layer of security 
and verification.

3Metal Disc Tracking
A numbered metal disc is assigned and placed with the body. 

This disc accompanies your loved one throughout the entire 
cremation process and remains with the ashes when they are 

placed in the temporary container.
4 Witnessing Option

Families may witness the placement of the cremation 
container into the crematory. We must be informed in 
advance so we can arrange a mutually convenient time for 
this meaningful moment.



Benefits, Memorial Services, and Celebrations

Social Security and Veterans Benefits
Yes, your Social Security and Veterans Benefits can be used when 
selecting cremation services. However, restrictions and dollar limits 
apply depending on individual circumstances. Your Baldwin Brothers 
Pre-Planning Counselor will provide detailed information specific to 
your situation.

Memorial Service Options
Baldwin Brothers offers various Life Celebrations, each designed to 
help you create an experience that celebrates the accomplishments 
of a life lived. These services focus the attention of friends and 
family in a positive, uplifting manner that honors your loved one's 
unique journey and legacy.



FINAL ARRANGEMENTS

Scattering Ashes and Dividing Remains

Scattering Legality
All states allow ash scattering, but state laws 
prohibit scattering on private property without 
the owner's consent. National and state parks 
often have permit requirements and 
designated areas. For ocean scattering, the 
US Government permits burial in ocean 
waters at least three miles from land, with 
reporting requirements to the Regional 
Administration.

Multiple Locations
Dividing ashes among multiple locations has 
become increasingly common. This practice 
allows each family member to retain a small 
portion of your loved one's ashes or place 
them in a location meaningful to their 
relationship. A Baldwin Brothers Pre-Planning 
Counselor can help you create this 
opportunity for your friends and family.

Honoring Your Wishes
Even well-meaning family members may have 
different ideas about final arrangements. You 
can help tremendously by prearranging your 
cremation4either by documenting your 
wishes in writing or by purchasing the exact 
arrangement you desire. Having a Will or 
Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care 
that states your wishes and names an agent 
provides additional protection.



Ready to Learn More?
We understand that making decisions about cremation services involves careful consideration and often raises additional questions. Our 
compassionate team is here to guide you through every step of the planning process, ensuring your wishes are honored and your family 
receives the support they need.

For more information and assistance with advanced planning, please visit:

www.AdvancedPlanningFL.com

Whether you're planning ahead for yourself or making arrangements for a loved one, Baldwin Brothers Cremation Society is committed to 
providing dignified, affordable, and trustworthy cremation services that honor life's final journey with the respect and care every person 
deserves.

http://www.advancedplanningfl.com/

