ssential Travel Phrases



e
Table of

Contents

INTRODUCTION

02

AIRPORT & TRANSPORTATION 05

HOTEL CHECK-IN 06
ORDERING FOOD 07
SHOPPING 08
EMERGENCIES 09

DIRECTIONS AND NAVIGATION 10

EXPLORING ATTRACTIONS 1l
CONTEXTUAL PRACTICE 12
CONCLUSION 13

P SSSEEEE



| created this for
travelers like Dennis.

He was heading to Taiwan
for his first big holiday.®
He was excited

—but nervous.

He didn’t speak any

Mandarin, didn’t want to

rely on his phone[d, and
hated the idea of pointing|
at menus or getting lost
In the streets.

He told me,

“] just want to do things on my own—order
food, ask directions, buy stuff at the night
market. | don’t want to feel helpless.” -

A



@ Day 1: Dennis could introduce® 3§ himself.

@ Day 3: He was ordering bubble tea & and
asking prices s —without using Google Translate.
@By Day 7: He was asking for directions },

shopping Econfidently, and enjoying Taiwan like
a local.

This guide is designed to do the same for you.

Each day is short, focused, and practical—so you
always have the right words at the right time.

You don’t need to speak perfectly.
You just need to start.!! !

Ready to stop guessing and start exploring?

Let's go.

D



O"You won't understand a word.
It takes years to learn Chinese.
And if you speak badly people will laugh.”2

That's what many travellers believe.
And it's exactly what holds them back.

“/But here’'s the truth:

You don’t need years.
You don’'t nheed perfect grammar.
And no one’s laughing.

With just a few key phrases, you can start
speaking Mandarin—with confidence.c &

¢ A study from the University of Chicago found
that travellers who learn essential phrases before
a trip feel less anxious, more prepared, and build
better connections with locals

e



DAY 1: AIRPORT & TRANSPORTATION

Learn phrases to navigate airports, taxis, and trains.

01 Where is the airport? - fIHTEHE? X(JITchang zai na Ii?)
{Breakdown
17 (Jichdng): Airport 7EMBE (zai nal): Where is it?

“AExample
BRNHEBER? (Qing weén jT ching zdi na I1?) Excuse me, where is the airport?

02 !wanttogo tothe train station. - BEEAFik £:(Wé yao qu hud ché zhan.)
) 4 Breakdown
#ZE (W6 yao): | want to Z (Qu): Go X ZEih (Hudché zhan): Train station
Example
IBREENEY, BREAE?
(W3 yéio qi hud ché zhdn, ging wén zén me zéu?) | want to go to the train station, how do | get there?
03 How much to the airport? - Z:0FI#11%? « (Dudshao gian ddo jTchang?)
\ 4 “4Breakdown
Z/L$% (Dubshio giéin): How much money Zl (Déo): To 1% (Jichang): Airport
“Example
MZXEEINIZZ V45?2

(céng zhé Ii dao ji ching dud shio gidn?) How much is it from here to the airport?

04 Please drive slower. - i57F 18—, «(Qing kdi man yidian.)
Breakdown
v i& (Qing): Please 7 (Kai): Drive 1€—s1 (Man yidian): A bit slower

“Example
BN, EFIE—=. (STji, ging kdi man yidian.) Driver, please drive slower.

(0) B  Whattime does it leave? - JLH%? O (J7 didn chi fa?)

v ~4Breakdown
JLE= (Jididn): What time % (Cha fa): Depart

“JExample
AENRHE%E? (Hudché ji didn chiafa?) What time does the train leave?
06 !'needhelp.- KEERE, (W6 xiydo bangzhii.)
v Breakdown
#* (wo):1 F£E (Xuyao): Need #8h (Bangzhu): Help
Example
BEE#ER, (W6 xdydo bangzht) | need help.
Q7  Thisismy passport.- XEBHAIIFEE, = (Zhé shiwd de huzhdo.)
v v4Breakdown
X2 (zZhé shi): This is #H (W6 de): My A8 (Hazhdo): Passport

ZExample
XEHIIFBINE, (zhé shiwd de hizhdo hé jipido.)This is my passport and flight ticket.




Day 2: Hotel Check-In

Learn phrases for checking into hotels, confirming
bookings, and asking for services.

/01 | have a reservation. \
CBE— T
(w6 yéu yigé yuding.)
¥JBreakdown
# (Wo): |
A (You): Have
— (Y1 ge): One
3T (Yuding): Reservation
FJExample
EE—IIT, BFEANNC,
(W& ydu yT gé yuding, mingzi shi Anna.)
| have a reservation under the name Anna.

- /

/03 Is there Wi-Fiin the room? \
" BiEEHWIi-Firg?
(Fangjian Ii ydu Wi-Fi ma?)

2 Breakdown
Fial (Fangjian): Room

B (1Y): Inside
% (You): Have
Wi-Fi (Wi-Fi): Wireless Internet

13 (Ma): Question particle
JExample
FEiaBA R EHWI-Filg?

(Fangijian I ydu mi&nféi de Wi-Fi ma?)

/02 What time is breakfast? \
‘*‘7Eén,.“.

(Qing wén zdocan ji didan?)
¥JBreakdown
18 (Qing weén): Excuse me, may | ask
£ % (z30can): Breakfast
JL=2 (Ji dian): What time
ZExample

BN REJLRFE?
(Qing wén z3ocan ji dian kaishi?)
Excuse me, what time does breakfast start?

- )

/O 4. | need to change rooms. \

Is there free Wi-Fi in the room? /

Can you help me check? \
A UBREEN?
(Kéyi bang wé kan kan ma?)
IBreakdown

AT (Kéyi): Can

# (Bang): Help

&% (Kan kan): Check/Look 'O

05.

# (Wo): Me

13 (Ma): Question particle
JExample
AIUEHREERNTTE?

(Kéyl bang wd kan kan wd de yuding ma?)
Q\ you help me check my reservation? /

BwBRIREE,
it (Huan): Change
F5ia (Fangjian): Room
/06 I'd like to extend my stay. \
HAER(ER.

(wé xtiyéio hudn fangjian.)
ZBreakdown
& (Wo):1
ZEE (X{ydo): Need .
JExample
BREMEE, EAREXRIDT
(Ws xaydo huan fangjian, ylnwel zheli tai chao le.)
Qed to change rooms because it's too noisy hey
(wé xidang yanchéang zhusu.)
/Breakdown
# (wo): |
8 (Xiang): Would like to

AmmuEE
#EK (Yanchang): Extend H EEE
1178 (zhusua): Stay o E E 3

JExample - .

HAEKEBHR.
(W& xiang yanchang zhasu lidng tian.)

4Breakdown

#* (Wo): |

iR (Tui fang): Check out
JExample

BRIERE, B,

/07. I’'m checking out.&iRE, (W6 tuifang.)

\ (W& xianzai tui fang, xiéxié.)I’'m checking out now, thank you. /

Qlike to extend my stay by two days. /




Day 3: Ordering Food

Master phrases for menus, ordering dishes, and
dietary preferences.

Where is the menu? - EEEHE? & (Caidan zai nali?)

O 1 ViBreakdown ZExample
+ & (caidan): Menu ¢ BRESR, BARBEME?

* 7EHPE (zai nall): Where is it? (Fawayuén, ging wén caidan zai nali?)
Waiter, where is the menu?

What is this dish? - XM ERH4? &(Zhége cai shi shénme?)

O 2 ["JBreakdown FJExample
* XA (zhege): This * XPNEEMA? FBERRIIFIZ,

+ % (Cai): Dish (znhege cai shi shénme? Kan gilGi hén hiocht.)
At A
+ 24+4 (Shi shénme): What is it? What is this dish? It looks delicious.

Please don’t add spice. - IEFEKH . (Qing ba ydo fang Ia.)

YiBreakdown YZExample
+1% (Qing): Please * JRBEIEH, ETBHRE.

+ RZE (BU yd0): Don't (W8 bunéng chilg, ging b yao fang la.)
+ 1 (Fang): Add/Put | can’t eat spicy food, please don't add spice.

¢ ¥ (LA): Spice

I'd like an order of fried rice. - TFE—{9}}}iRe (W6 ydo yT fén chaofdan.)

O 4 YiBreakdown ZExample
+ RE (W6 ydo): | want * RE— IR —IFE,

+—1 (Yifén): An order (W& yao yT fén chdofan hé yT béi cha.)
+ 1% (Ch3ofan): Fried rice I'd like an order of fried rice and a cup of tea.

Can | have another glass of water? - FTLAER—FKIB? ¥ (Kéyi zdi lai yT béi shui ma?)

YiBreakdown YJExample
O 5 + 7L (K&yi): Can ¢ BRS 5, ATLIBR—MIKIG?

+ B3 (z4i 16i): Bring again (Fawayudn, kéyi zai 16i yT béi shui ma?)
+—# (YT bai): A glass Waiter, can | have another glass of water?

+ 7k (Shui): Water
+ g (Ma): Question particle

The bill, please. - &5, 5@ (Jiézhang, xiéxié.)

o 6 ¥iBreakdown FlExample
* BAZE T, LK, Wt

* 450k (Jiézhang): Bill
. 15?;; EXI.?Z. (;n%)\ Ik (Wdémen chi wan lg, jiézhang, xiéxié.)
’ iexie): Thankyou We're finished eating, the bill please, thank you.

Delicious! - #71z! @(Hiochi!)

07

¥JBreakdown ¥JZExample

+ 4% (Ha0): Good * XN FEMRGFIZ!

+ 15 (Chi): Eat (zheége cai zhén de hén haocht!)
This dish is really delicious!

| have a food allergy. - HEFREH. S(W6 ydu shiwl guomin.)

O 8 “iBreakdown ZExample
*3 (Wa):1 +% (Ydu): Have + WEBYITE, ERERTEE,

* &4 (Shiwh): Food (W8 ydu shiwda gudmin, ging b ydo fang huashéng.)
+ 138 (Gudmin): Allergy I have a food allergy, please don't add peanuts.




Day 4: Shopping
Learn essential shopping phrases for bargaining
and asking for prices.

01 How much is this?

05 | want this.

XM Z$%? (Zhége dudshao gian?)

¥JBreakdown
* X4 (zZhege): This

* Z/b% (Dudshao qién): How much money

YJExample

¢3FE), XNEBOE?

(Qing wen, zhége dudshio qian?)
Excuse me, how much is this?

02 Can it be cheaper?

A UEE—=MG? (Kéyi pianyi yidian ma?)
¥iBreakdown

+ AL (Keyi): Can

+ f@H (Pianyi): Cheaper

+—m (Yidian): A bit

+ 15 (Ma): Question particle
FJExample

*XPNKRT, AIUEE—RIE?

(zhege tai gui le, kéyi pianyi yididn ma?)

This is too expensive, can it be cheaper

03 [I'mjust looking.

EREES. (W6 zhishi kan kan.)
¥J/Breakdown

* 3 (Wo): |

+ 32 (zhishi): Just

+ &% (Kan kan): Look
YJExample

+ e, BREESE.

HKEX1, (Wb yao zhége.)
¥iBreakdown

+ ZKE (WS yao): | want

* XA (zZhége): This

YJExample

* HERXT, REXT,

(W& xihuan zhége, wé ydo zhége.)
| like this, I'll take it.

006 Can |l pay by card?

I LARIEMG? (Kéyi shuaka ma?)
¥/Breakdown
+ AL (Keyi): Can
+ R+ (Shuaka): Pay by card
+ 13 (Ma): Question particle

YJExample

o EIR) AT LARIR G2
(Qing wen kéyi shudkd ma?)
Excuse me, can | pay by card?

07 Ineedaninvoice.

KEEERE, (Wb xayao fapiao.)
¥JBreakdown

*F (Wo): I

+ FE (XUydo): Need

+ 2= (Fapido): invoice
YJExample

4 ﬁéﬁﬁ%gﬁ%, i%%_gﬁﬁgéﬁﬁo

(xiéxie, wo zhishi kan kan.) (Wd xayao fapido, ging kai yi zhang fapidio géi wo.)
I need a invoice, please issue one for me.

Thank you, I'm just looking.

04 Does this come in other colors?

XM HEMEA@IG? (Zhége you qita yansé ma?)
¥JBreakdown

+ X4 (zhege): This

+ % (Yoéu): Have

+ Hfth (Qita): Other

+ s (Yanse): Colors

+ 15 (Ma): Question particle

YJExample

+igR, XM EHEMEEIE?

(Qing wen, zhége ydu qita yansé ma?)
Excuse me, does this come in other colors?




Day 5: Emergencies

Cover phrases for asking for help, calling a

doctor, and reporting problems.
Help! ! (Jidming!)
“/Breakdown
& (Jia ming): Help/Save my life
“JExample
R, REBBHEH! (Kudijit ming, wd xdydo bangzha!)
Help quickly, | need assistancel!
I'm lost. #i*&7T. (Wémilale.)
~/Breakdown

# (wWo): | KB (MilU): Lost
T (Le): Past tense marker
Example

BKE T, BEXEEME? (WS milu le, ging wen zhéli shi nali?)
I'm lost, may | ask where this is?

| need a doctor. #EEE4. (W6 xdydo yishéng.)
/Breakdown

& (Wo): | Z=% (XTydo): Need
E4 (Yishéng): Doctor
“JExample

BEERTR, BRFEELE. (WO shénti bu shafd, wo xaydo yishéng.)
I'm not feelina well, | need a doctor.

My wallet was stolen. EnM#8#ET. (WS de qiGnbdo béi tou le.)
~/Breakdown

#H (Wo de): My  + %8 (Qidnbdo): Wallet

# (B&i): Passive marker ¢ T (Tou le): Stolen

“ZExample

BMSERE T, BEHERIRE! (W6 de giénbdo béi tou le, ging bang wd baojing!)

My wallet was stolen, please help me call the police!

Is there a police officer here?

XBHERG? (Zhéli ydu jingchd ma?)

/Breakdown

XE (zhel): Here + & (Ydu): Have

2% (Jingchad): Police officer I3 (Ma): Question particle
“JExample

BREBHE, XBHEZEE? (WO xdydo bangzhy, zhéli ydu jingchd ma?)
I need help, is there a police officer here?

Please take me to the hospital.

iEEREER. (Qing dai wé qa yiyuan.

“4ABreakdown

5 (Qing): Please ¢ % (Dai): Take # (Wo): Me

Z (Qu):To BBz (Yiyuan): Hospital

ZExample

BWWRARERT , EHBRITEER. (WO de péngydu shéngbing le, ging ddi wémen qu
yiyuan.) My friend is sick, please take us to the hospital.

| have health insurance.
BKEETRI. (W ydu yilido bioxiin.)
‘/Breakdown

&% (Wd):1  + % (Ydu): Have

EJ7 (Y7lido): Medical/Health 1RB% (Baoxiadn): Insurance
ZExample

XERNETRK, BREAR? (Zhé shiwd de yilido bioxian, ging wén zénme yong?)
This is my health insurance, how do | use it?




Day 6: Directions and Navigation

Practice asking for directions and
understanding basic responses.

01.

Excuse me, where is this place?
5, XBEME?
(Qing wen, zhéli shi nali?)

£

Breakdown
ks (Ditie zhan): Subway station
EAFE (Z8nme z6u): How to go

Example
B, HERIEEAE?
(Qing wen, diti& zhan z&nme z6u?)
Excuse me, how do | get to the subway station?

03.

Go straight ahead.
EaiE,
(Wang gianzou.)

Breakdown
K% (Zud zhuan): Turn left
E2 (Haishi): Or
A% (You zhudn): Turn right
Example
REXRT, BRRERERR?
(Wd yao qu yinhang,
qing weén shi zud zhuan hdishi you zhuéng)
| want to go to the bank, should | turn left or right?

05.

. r How farisit from here?
L B BEXEHZIR?
(Lizheéliyou duod yuan?)
Breakdown

FER (zoult): Walk
Z (Y&0): Need/Take
% (Dugjit): How long
Example
HBEEERESA?
(D&o jiudian zdulu yao dudjit?)
How long does it take to walk to the hotel?

07.

Please stop here.

FEXEEHF.
(Qing zai zheli tingché.)

P2

Breakdown
18 (Qing wen): Excuse me, may | ask
X (zhell): Here/This place
2 (shi):Is BREE (NAI): Where
Example
iR, XEZME? KK T
(Qing wén, zheli shi nali? Wo milu le.)
Excuse me, where is this place? I'm lost.

i

02.

: How do | get to the subway station?@
RIS EATE?

: (Ditié zhan zénme z6u?)

Breakdown

£ (Wang): Toward ¢ & (Qién): Forward
£ (zou): Walk

Example

MXBERIE, MEKGEERL,
(Coéng zhell wang qidn zdu, ditié zhan zai youbian.)
Go straight ahead from here, the subway station is on
the right.

04.

Left orright turn?
EEEERI%?

(Zu6 zhuan haishi you zhuan?)

Breakdown
B (Li): From ¢3XE (zhél): Here
%A (Ydu): Have/ls %% (Dud yudn): How far
Example
B, NFEEXEEZiE?
(Qing wen, hudché zhan Ii zhéll ydu dud yudn?)
Excuse me, how far is the train station from here?

06. O

How long does it take on foot? %

ERESA?
(Zoulu yao dugjia?)

Breakdown

% (Qing): Please

XE (zhel): Here

Example

BERAZITAIEEE,
(Qing za&i héngllideng gidnmian tingché.)
Please stop in front of the traffic light.

£ (zai): At
2% (Tingché): Stop (a vehicle)



Day 7: Exploring Attractions

Is this d museum?

XEEMIED? (Zhé shibéwiguin ma?)
Breakdown:
+3X (zZhe): This ¢ 2 (Shi):Is
+ B (Bowuguan): Museum

+ 13 (Ma): Question particle

¢ FRXEEYIED?
(Qing wen zhé shi bowaguan ma?)
Excuse me, is this a museum?

I'd like to visit the
Forbidden Cit

FAESMBE, (W6 xidng cdngudn Gugong.)
Breakdown:
* 3 (Wo):1  +#8 (Xidng): Want to
+ &3 (Canguan): Visit

) EGOﬁéng): The Forbidden City

* BREMHBE, BRIEAE?
(W6 xidng cangudn Gugdng, ging wén zénme z6u?)
I'd like to visit the Forbidden City, how do | get there?

Can | take pictures here?

XBEaLEEIE? (Zhel kéyl pdizhdo ma?)
*XB (zhel): Here & LL (K&yY): Can

+ A8 (Paizhdo): Take pictures

+ 13 (Ma): Question particle

+ BRI EAUIREE?
(Qing wén zheli kéyi paizhdo ma?)
Excuse me, can | take pictures here?

Where is the ticket office*

Breakdown:
+ 3519 (Qing wen): Excuse me, may | ask

+ EZ4 (Shoupidochu): Ticket office
* EHRE (Za&i nadlN): Where is it

S IFREENTEWE?
(Qing wen shoupidochu zai nali?)
Excuse me, where is the ticket office?

Learn phrases for visiting tourist attractions,
taking photos, and joining tours.

BAEELREWE? (Qing wén shoupidochu zai nali?)

Until what time is this
attraction open?

MEEFREILE? (zhége jingdian kaifang déo ji dian?

+ X4 (zZhege): This ¢ &4 (Jingdian): Attraction

* 7k (Kaifang): Open ¢ | (Dao): until
+ &= (U7 didn): What time

¢ FRXNERAREILR?
(Qing wen zhége jingdian kaifang dao ji dian?)
Excuse me, until what time is this attraction open?

Please help me

take a photo.

EERA—KEN. (Qing bang wa pai yi zhdng zhdopian.
Breakdown:

+i& (Qing): Please  + #& (Bang): Help

* & (Wo): Me + 13 (Pai): Take

+—% (Yi zhang): one

(used for flat objects like photos)
+ K (zhaopian): Photo

¢ BFEHA KRR FE?
(Qing bang wd pai yi zhang zhdopidn hdo ma?)
Could you please help me take a photo?

I like the scenery here.

BEMXEMNNR. (WS xihuan zhéli de féngjing.)
*3 (Wo):1 ¢ EX (Xthuan): Like

+XER (zheéli de): Here's
+ X & (Féngjing): Scenery

¢ XEREFR, RERXEHNR,
(zheli hén piaoliang, wo xihuan zheéll de féngjing.)
This place is beautiful, I like the scenery here.




Use these scenarios to practice the phrases you've
learned in real-life contexts. Adjust details as needed to
suit your travel situation.

01.Booking a Hotel

» ﬁ“y} ) ﬁﬁ_/l\¥ﬁi]-o g $TLEEAanO
(N hdo, wé ybu yT gé yuding. Mingzi shi Anna.)
Hello, | have a reservation under the name Anna.

Guest

(Qing shdio déng, wd bang nin chd yixXid.) receptionist
Q B2 | S EiEEEWi-Fil3? Please wait a moment, I'll check for you.

cuest (Z3ocan ji didn kaishi? Fangjian Ii ydu Wi-Fi ma?)
What time does breakfast start? Is there Wi-Fi in the room?

02.0rdering Food

Q RS 5, RATEME?

(Fawayuén, caidan zai nali?)
Waiter, where is the menu?

Guest

(caiddin zai zhéli. Nin ydo didn shénme?) &
Here is the menu. What would you like to order?

~

i (Ws yao yT fén chdofan, qing ba yéo fang la.)

I'd like an order of fried rice, and please don’t add spice. g

(H30 de, ging shdo déng.)

3 Waiter
Sure, please wait a moment.
03.Asking for Directions
Q kI B AE?
Doyt (Qing wén ditié zhan zénme zéu?)
Excuse me, how do | get to the subway station? :

(Wang qién z6u, rdnhéu zud zhuan, ditié zhdn zai yéubidn.)
Go straight, then turn left. The subway station will be on your right.
A BXEiz?
(xiéxié! Li zhéli yudn ma?)
Thank you! Is it far from here?

Local

v

u.

Guest

(BU yuan, zéulti dagai wii fénzhong.)
Not far, about a 5-minute walk.

Local




Well done-
you’ve done something most people only
talk about.

In just 7 days, you've picked up 50 essential travel
phrases. That's enough to get around, ask for help, book
aroom, order food—and enjoy your trip your way.

IINo more staring
at signs ! or fumbling with apps*[.

You’ve now got real, usable Mandarin in your pocket.

But dow’t stop here.

The more you use these phrases,

the more natural they’ll feel.

Try them at restaurants,, in markets&z, on the street { El.
Even a simple “hello” or “"how much is this?” can open
the door to connection.

You’'ve already proven something most people never will:
Learning Chinese doesn’t have to be hard—

or overwhelming.
Now imagine what you could do in 30 days.Or 90.

Sometimes, a few words is all it takes to feel at
home in a whole new place.




v

Sanie travels and happy

exploring!

So go explore.

Be brave.
Start conversations.
And most of all—enjoy every
moment.

Found this guide helpful?

Share it with a friend who's planning a trip to China. jg
Let’s help more people travel smarter—and feel less lost.

@ Share with a fellow traveller#







