NEWBORN
CARE 101

A CALM, CONFIDENT START

Because parenthood feels easier
when you're prepared.
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Bringing home your newborn is the most life-changing moment you'll ever
experience. It's a mix of breathtaking joy, bone-deep exhaustion, and moments

of “what on earth do | do now?” that nobody quite prepares you for.

In the first weeks, advice will come from everywhere — relatives, friends, books,
strangers online — and it can be overwhelming to figure out what's actually
normal, what's worth worrying about, and how to handle it all while still caring for

yourself.

That's why this guide exists. Newborn Care 101 is your calm voice in the chaos —
a complete, judgment-free playbook that covers every essential you'll face in
the first 6 weeks: feeding, sleep, soothing, hygiene, milestones, safety, your

recovery, mental health, and how to build the kind of support you truly need.

Inside, you won't find rigid rules or outdated “one-size-fits-all” advice.
Instead, you'll get:
e Clear, practical guidance backed by real-world experience and expert
recommendations.
e Step-by-step checklists and printables so you're never left guessing.
e Reassurance for what's normal (even when it looks strange) and clear “red
flag” signs for when to call your doctor.
e Support for you — your healing, your rest, and your emotional well-being.
Think of this as your pocket mentor — here to help you tune out the noise, trust

your instincts, and build confidence one day at a time.

You don't have to know everything right now. You just have to take the next step,

with love, patience, and the right tools in hand.




By the time you've finished this guide, you'll not only understand your newborn
better — you'll understand yourself better as a mother. And you'll realize: you're
more capable than you ever imagined.

Welcome to your new beginning. Let's make it a calm, confident one.




Feeding a Newborn: The Truth No One Tells You

Feeding your baby might seem like it should be straightforward — you offer milk,
they eat, and everyone sleeps happily ever after. But in reality, those first few
weeks can feel anything but simple. You might find yourself asking questions no
one prepared you for: Why is my baby hungry again? Am | feeding too much?

Not enough? Is it supposed to take this long?

The truth is, feeding a newborn isn't just about nutrition — it’s a full-body, full-
heart experience. It's bonding. It's learning to read tiny cues. It's figuring out your
rhythm as a team. It's also, sometimes, frustrating, exhausting, and filled with

moments where you wonder if you're getting it right.

This section isn't here to give you rigid rules. It's here to help you understand
what’'s normal, what to look for, and most importantly — what's enough. Because
when you understand how newborn feeding actually works, you can stop

second-guessing and start trusting your instincts.




How Often Should You Feed?

Newborns have small stomachs, fast digestion, and zero patience when hunger
strikes. In the first few weeks, it's completely normal for your baby to feed 8 to 12
times a day — sometimes more. That means roughly every 2 to 3 hours,

including throughout the night.

What surprises many new parents is just how frequent that feels. Just when you
finish one feeding, it seems like your baby is rooting again. That's not a problem
— it's biology. Feeding this often helps establish your milk supply (if
breastfeeding), keeps your baby hydrated and satisfied, and supports rapid

growth in those critical early days.

And here’s a tip most baby books forget to mention: Don’t wait for your baby to
cry. Crying is a late hunger signal. If you respond earlier — when your baby is
gently cueing you — they’ll feed more calmly, latch more easily, and settle more

quickly.




Reading Baby’s Hunger Cues (Before the Cry)
Before your baby cries, they’ll often give small, subtle signs
that they’re ready to eat. These might seem insignificant at first, but over time,

you'll recognize them as part of your baby’s unique language.

Watch for:
e Rooting: Turning their head toward your chest or anything that brushes their
cheek
¢ Hand-to-mouth motions: Sucking on fists or fingers, or bringing their hands
toward their mouth
e Restlessness: Wiggling, shifting, or flailing arms and legs

e Soft sounds: Little grunts, squeaks, or sighs

These early cues are gold. They're your baby's gentle way of saying, "I'm readly,

but not desperate yet." Catching them here makes everything smoother.

Breast vs. Bottle: You're Still a Good Mom Either Way
If there’s one topic that stirs up pressure, judgment, and confusion, it's how you
feed your baby. Some people will insist breastfeeding is the only way. Others will

swear by formula. In the end, here’s what truly matters:

Is your baby fed, growing, and content — and are you feeling supported? If yes,

you're doing it right.




Breastfeeding Basics:
¢ Most newborns nurse 10 to 20 minutes per side, though some feed longer or
shorter depending on their style
e You'll likely be feeding frequently — breast milk digests quickly

e A good latch matters more than how long they stay on

Don't be discouraged if it doesn’t click immediately. Breastfeeding is a skill, and
both you and your baby are learning. Some babies latch well from the start;
others need practice and positioning help. You don’t have to suffer through pain

— reach out to a lactation consultant early if you need to.

Bottle-Feeding Basics:
e Most newborns start with 1.5 to 3 ounces per feed A A
¢ Use slow-flow nipples to mimic the pace of breastfeeding and avoid

.

overfeeding

e Pause during feeds and let your baby set the rhythm

Formula or expressed breast milk both offer nourishment and bonding. Your
baby will thrive as long as you respond to their needs, hold them close, and feed

with intention.
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How You'll Know Baby is Getting Enough
Without exact measurements, how can you be sure your baby is eating enough?

Simple — your baby will show you.
Look for these three signs:

1.Diaper Output
In the first few days, your baby’s output mirrors their intake.
e Day 1: 1 wet diaper
e Day 2: 2 wet diapers
e By Day 5: At least 6 wet diapers and 3+ poops per day

2. Weight Gain
It's normal for newborns to lose up to 10% of their birth weight in the first few
days. But by 10-14 days old, they should return to (or exceed) their birth weight.
After that, you should see steady gains. Your pediatrician will monitor this — but

diaper counts are a good daily check-in.

3. Contentment After Feeding
If your baby finishes a feed, relaxes their hands, and either sleeps or looks alert
and calm, they're likely satisfied. If they're still fussy, rooting, or stiff, they may

need more time or another feed soon.




The Burping Question (And Why It Helps)
Not all babies burp every time, but most need a little help releasing swallowed
air — especially in the early weeks. If your baby arches their back, gets squirmy

mid-feed, or spits up a lot, try burping during and after each feeding.

Here are a few ways to burp gently:
e Over your shoulder: Pat or rub gently between the shoulder blades
e Seated on your lap: Support the head and chest while gently patting the back

e Face-down across your legs: A good method for stubborn burps

If no burp comes, that's okay. Try again for a minute or two, then move on if your

baby seems comfortable.

Realistic Feeding Guide (0-6 Weeks)
These numbers are just guidelines — your baby is the real expert. But having a

frame of reference can help reduce worry.

Age Feeds Per Day Av:«:?:ee;r:lme Typical Volume
Days 1-3 8-12 10-15 min/side | 1-1.5 o0z [ 30-44ml
Days 4-7 8-12 15-20 min/side | 1.5-2.5 oz [ 30-74ml

Weeks 2-3 8-10 15-30 min total 2.5-3 0z [ 74-89ml
Weeks 4-6 7-9 15-30 min total | 3-40z/89-118ml

Your baby may go through cluster feeding phases, especially during growth
spurts — wanting to feed every hour for a few hours in a row. This is normal and
temporary. It's how they tell your body to make more milk or how they soothe

themselves through a developmental leap.
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What's Not a Problem (Even if it Feels Like One)
It's easy to panic when something doesn’'t match your expectations — especially
when you're tired and emotional. But many feeding "problems” are actually just
part of the normal newborn learning curve.
Here’'s what's often misunderstood:
¢ Feeding again 30—45 minutes later? That's cluster feeding, and it’s
completely normal.
e Fussy in the evenings? Welcome to the “witching hour.” Most babies are
unsettled during this time — it doesn't mean you're doing anything wrong.
e Breasts feel soft suddenly? That's your supply regulating. It's a good sign.
e Spitting up small amounts? As long as baby is gaining weight, it's usually

harmless. Burp breaks and upright cuddles help.

Final Thought for Moms

Feeding your baby is more than milk. It's skin-to-skin warmth. It's eye contact. It's
learning each other’s pace and cues and emotions. Some days, it clicks. Other
days, it's messy and uncertain. That's normal.

What matters most is that you show up — with patience, presence, and love.
You're not just feeding a baby. You're building trust, one feed at a time.

And if you need help? Ask. No guilt. No shame. You're not alone — and no one is

meant to do this without support.

11




“All 1 Do Is Change Diapers” — And That's Okay

The early weeks with a newborn can feel like a cycle of feeding, crying, sleeping
— and diaper changes. So many diaper changes. It's not just you. On some days,
you might change 8 to 12 diapers, and yes, it can feel like a full-time job.

But every dirty diaper is actually a reassuring sign. It means your baby is eating,
digesting, and eliminating — all the things you want to be happening.
Understanding what's normal (and what’s not) can make this messy part of

motherhood feel less frustrating and more empowering.

What's Actually Normal? (And What You'll See in Real Life)

In those first 24 hours after birth, your baby’s first few diapers may surprise you.
They're filled with a thick, black, tar-like substance called meconium — the
body’s way of clearing out everything built up in the womb. It's completely
normal, and it’s sticky, so give yourself extra time and wipes for that first change.
Over the next few days, the color and texture will shift. You'll start seeing
greenish-brown stools, then a mustard-yellow color by the end of the first week.
Breastfed babies tend to have loose, seedy poop — often compared to runny
mustard with cottage cheese (yes, really). Formula-fed babies usually have
slightly firmer, tan-colored stools.

What matters isn't perfection — it's pattern. If diapers are being filled regularly, in

the right general color range, you're doing just fine.
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Signs everything is on track:
e By Day 3, your baby is wetting at least 3—-4 diapers a day, and passing at
least 2—-3 stools
e By the end of Week 1, expect 6+ wet diapers and 3+ poops per day
e Poop will shift from dark to yellow-brown or tan
e Occasional grunting, squirming, or red faces are normal — newborns often
strain as they learn how their bodies work
If your baby hasn't pooped in two days, seems very fussy, or you notice white,
chalky, or bloody stools — it's time to call your pediatrician. But in most cases,

the mess you're seeing is healthy, essential, and short-lived.

Changing a Diaper: A Calming Routine, Not a Chore
Changing a diaper isn't just a task — it's an opportunity to slow down, connect,
and soothe. For your baby, these few moments of gentle touch and attention are

part of how they feel safe in the world.

Here’s what a calm, confident diaper change can look like:

You gently place your baby on a clean, soft surface — a changing table, a folded
towel on the bed, or your lap with a pad underneath. With one hand resting
lightly on their chest to help them feel secure, you open the diaper and take a

quick glance. Is it wet? Messy? A little of both?

Using warm water and a soft cloth — or unscented wipes — you clean carefully,
especially in all those tiny skin folds. For girls, always wipe front to back. For boys,
watch for unexpected “fountain” moments and clean gently around the penis
and scrotum. If there's stool stuck to the skin, dab — don't scrub. Newborn skin is

thin and easily irritated.
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You can let your baby air out for a moment — this tiny break can help prevent
rashes. Then, if needed, apply a thin layer of diaper cream to protect the skin
(especially if you see redness or friction). Slide on the clean diaper, fasten snugly
but not tight, and fold the front below the umbilical cord if it hasn’t fallen off yet.

That's it. Calm, easy, done. You'll be surprised how quickly it becomes second

nature.

14



Dealing with Diaper Rash (It Happens to Everyone)
Even if you're changing diapers often and doing everything right, most babies
will experience diaper rash at some point. The good news? It's usually easy to

treat — and even easier to prevent once you understand the triggers.

Diaper rash can appear as redness, dry patches, or raised bumps around the
diaper area. It's often caused by moisture trapped against the skin for too long,
new wipes or products, or even a change in feeding (like starting antibiotics or

switching formula).

The best treatment is simple:
e Keep the area clean and dry
e Let your baby go diaper-free for a few minutes a few times a day

e Use a thick layer of zinc oxide cream as a protective barrier

If the rash looks very red with defined borders or lasts more than 3 days, it could
be a yeast rash, especially after antibiotics. That may need an antifungal cream

— check with your pediatrician.

15



Bathing Basics: Less Often, More Gently
You don’t need to bathe your baby every day — in fact, 2 to 3 times per week is

ideal for newborns. Their skin is soft, sensitive, and prone to drying out.

Until the umbilical stump falls off, stick to sponge baths. You can wrap your baby
in a soft towel and gently wash their face, neck folds, hands, feet, and diaper
area with a warm cloth. You don't need soap every time — just warm water and

gentle touch.

Once the cord has fallen off, you can use a small baby tub or clean sink. Support
your baby’s head and neck, and use warm (not hot) water — test it on your wrist.
Use mild, fragrance-free baby soap sparingly. Rinse thoroughly and gently pat

dry, especially in skin folds.

Bath time doesn’'t need to be elaborate. Think of it more as a gentle sensory
experience than a deep clean. If your baby cries during baths, that’s okay —

they're adjusting. Stay calm, talk softly, and keep it short.

Caring for the Umbilical Cord (And Why Less Is More)
The umbilical stump usually falls off between 7 and 14 days after birth. During
that time, resist the urge to clean it excessively or apply anything to “help it heal.”

It's best left alone.

Keep the area clean and dry, fold diapers below the stump to allow airflow, and
avoid soaking baths until it's gone. A little dried blood or dark residue is normal

as it detaches.

Call your pediatrician if:
e There's pus or a foul smell
e The area becomes red and swollen
¢ Your baby seems bothered when it's touched

But in most cases, it will fall off naturally — often without you even noticing.
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Wrapping Up: From Chaos to Comfort

Diapering and bathing may feel messy, awkward, and clumsy at first — but this
phase passes quickly. What starts out feeling like a checklist of confusing tasks
will soon become instinctive. You'll learn your baby’s rhythms. You'll find little
ways to make each change smoother. And you’ll come to realize that these quiet
routines are part of how your baby learns to feel safe, loved, and cared for.

You don’t need to be perfect. Just gentle. Just present.

Every clean diaper, every sponge bath, every tiny wipe of the neck is a message

to your baby: “You're safe. I've got you.”

-
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Sleep in the Early Weeks: What's Normal?

If you've already heard the phrase “sleep when the baby sleeps”, you've
probably smiled politely and thought that sounds great... in theory. In real life,
newborn sleep is unpredictable. It comes in short, frequent stretches. It
sometimes happens during the day and disappears at night. And just when you
think you've found a rhythm, your baby hits a growth spurt and everything shifts

again.

Here's what's reassuring to know: your baby isn't sleeping “wrong.” Newborns are
wired to wake often. It's how they regulate hunger, temperature, and comfort in a

world they're still adjusting to.

How Much Should Newborns Sleep?
Newborns typically sleep 14 to 17 hours a day — but not in one long stretch.
Instead, they'll nap for 1to 3 hours at a time, waking to feed and reset. In the first

6 weeks, it's totally normal for day and night to blur.

You might notice your baby:
e Sleeps more during the day than at night
e Wants to be held for most naps
e Falls asleep during feeds

e Wakes as soon as you lay them down

This doesn’'t mean you're doing anything wrong. It means your baby is a
newborn — learning what it means to be separate from your body, and relying

on closeness, warmth, and rhythm to feel safe enough to rest.
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What Safe Sleep Actually Means

When we talk about safe sleep, we're usually referring to practices that reduce
the risk of SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome) — a deeply frightening topic for
any parent. But when you understand what creates a safe environment, it

becomes less overwhelming and more manageable.

Here's what the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends for safe infant

sleep:
1. Back to Sleep
Always place your baby on their back to sleep — for every nap, every night. Side

or tummy sleeping increases the risk of SIDS, even if it seems more comfortable.

2. Flat, Firm Surface

Use a crib, bassinet, or portable play yard with a firm mattress and a fitted sheet.

Avoid couches, armchairs, or adult beds for unsupervised sleep.

3. No Extras in the Sleep Space
That means no:
e Pillows

Blankets

Bumpers

Stuffed animals

Positioners or wedges

As cute as themed bedding can be, simplicity is safest. A clear crib is a safe crib.

4.Room Sharing, Not Bed Sharing
Keep baby’s crib or bassinet in your room, near your bed, for at least the first 6

months. This reduces the risk of SIDS and makes nighttime feeds easier.

You don't need to co-sleep (same bed), and in fact — many experts discourage

it during the newborn stage. But being nearby is protective.
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Swaddling: Comfort or Risk?
Swaddling can help many babies feel secure in the early weeks. It mimics the
snug environment of the womb and can calm the startle reflex that wakes them

mid-nap. But it needs to be done safely.

Safe swaddling tips:
e Use a breathable, light fabric (or Velcro-style swaddle)
e Baby’s hips should be able to move — never tightly wrapped legs
¢ Always place a swaddled baby on their back

 Stop swaddling as soon as baby starts rolling (usually around 8-12 weeks)

If your baby hates being swaddled, that's okay too. Some don’'t need it. You can
try a sleep sack instead — it allows freedom of movement while keeping baby

warm without loose blankets.

Setting the Sleep Environment
Newborns are sensitive to temperature, sound, and light. Creating a consistent
sleep environment can help them settle more easily — and even begin to

distinguish between day and night.

Ideal room setup:
e Room temperature: 68—72°F (20—-22°C)
¢ White noise machine: Mimics womb sounds and blocks background noise
e Dim lights at night: Use red or amber nightlights for nighttime feeds

¢ Daytime naps in natural light: This helps regulate circadian rhythms

Your baby doesn’t need total silence or pitch black to sleep — in fact, a bit of
ambient noise and light during the day can help teach the difference between

nap time and nighttime.
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When Sleep Feels Hard

There will be nights where you've fed, changed, rocked, and burped — and your

baby still won't settle. This doesn’'t mean you're failing. It means your baby is

having a tough time transitioning into sleep. Newborn brains are immature. They

don't “self-soothe” yet, and they don't follow schedules — they follow needs.

On those nights:

Hold your baby skin-to-skin if they're struggling

Rock them gently, hum, or bounce on an exercise ball

Let them nap on your chest while you sit awake — then transfer if possible
Tag in a partner, friend, or family member to take a shift if you're

overwhelmed

Most importantly: put safety first, even when you're exhausted. If you feel too

tired to safely hold your baby, lay them in their crib and give yourself 10-15

minutes to rest. A short cry won’t harm them, and you need to be safe too.

Real Sleep Isn’t Instagram Sleep

You might see photos of peacefully sleeping babies in fluffy blankets or curled

up with a stuffed giraffe. Ignore those. They're styled shoots — not real life.

Real sleep looks like:

A baby in a simple swaddle, in a clear bassinet
Frequent wakings and short stretches
A tired mom finding her rhythm

A safe space, built with love, not Pinterest likes

21



Final Thought for Moms

You don’t have to create perfect sleep — just safe sleep. The rest will come.

In these early weeks, you are the safest place your baby knows. Your heartbeat,

your scent, your touch — that’'s what helps them rest.
There’s no one “right” way to get your baby to sleep. There’'s only what works for

you and what keeps your baby secure. You'll learn. They’ll adjust. And slowly,

sleep becomes less of a mystery and more of a rhythm.

22



“Why Are They Crying?” — The Question That Never Leaves
There's something deeply unsettling about a baby’s cry. It goes straight to your
heart, straight to your nervous system, and sometimes straight to your doubts.

Am | doing something wrong? Are they in pain? Should | be worried?

But here’s what you need to know — and remind yourself often: crying is
communication. It's not a sign that something is broken. It's not an emergency

every time. It's your baby’s only way of saying, “I need something.”

And just like learning any new language, understanding your baby’s cues takes

time.

The Science of Crying (And Why It’s Not Your Fault)
Newborns cry for an average of 1to 3 hours per day in the first few weeks. That's
normal. And it often ramps up in the late afternoon or early evening — a period

many parents call the “witching hour”.

This doesn’t mean your baby is unhappy, or that you've done something wrong.

Their nervous system is still developing. They're constantly processing light,

sound, hunger, digestion, temperature, sensations, and new emotions — all while

adjusting to life outside the womb.

So when your baby cries, it's their way of saying: “This is a lot. | need you.” Not

“You're failing me.”
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The Real Reasons Babies Cry
It can feel like a guessing game, but with time, you'll begin to notice patterns —

and you'll learn to decode the most common reasons for newborn crying:

1. Hunger
Even if they just fed 30 minutes ago, babies often cry when they want to nurse
again — especially during growth spurts or cluster feeding phases. Watch for

hunger cues (rooting, hand-to-mouth) before they escalate.

2. Overtiredness
Newborns can only stay awake for short windows (45-90 minutes) before
needing to sleep. If they're kept awake too long, they may cry from being

overstimulated and overtired — and then struggle to fall asleep.

3. Gas or Discomfort
Sometimes babies need to burp, fart, or poop — and they can’t quite figure out
how. You'll see squirming, back-arching, leg-pumping. It's not serious, but it's

uncomfortable for them.

4. Temperature
Too hot or too cold can trigger fussiness. Babies like being warm — but not

sweaty. A general rule: dress them in one extra layer than you'd wear.

5. Loneliness or the Need for Contact
Yes, sometimes babies cry just because they want to be held. That's not spoiling
— it's survival. You are their safe place. Don't hesitate to respond with cuddles,

especially in the early months.
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6. Dirty Diaper
Some babies are totally unfazed by a wet diaper. Others cry the moment they
pee. Check the diaper as part of your soothing routine — but don’'t assume every

cry means it’s dirty.

7.No Clear Reason at All
Some days, babies cry just.. because. And nothing works. That's normal too. It

doesn’t mean you're missing something — it means your baby is human.

25



Your Soothing Toolkit
There’s no single “trick” to calm a crying baby. But there are soothing patterns
that mimic the sensations of the womb — which is where your baby felt safest

for nine months.

Try combining these calming techniques:

1. Swaddle
Wrap snugly in a breathable blanket or use a Velcro swaddle (until rolling

begins). This reduces startle reflex and provides security.

2. Side/Stomach Holding (For Soothing Only)
While awake and supervised, hold your baby in a side-lying or tummy-down
position across your forearm. This can help with gas and general calming — but

always return to back sleeping.

3. Shushing or White Noise
Use a shushing sound close to the ear or a white noise machine. It mimics the

sound of blood flow in the womb and helps block out overwhelming stimuili.

4. Swinging or Rocking
Gently bounce, rock, or sway — in your arms, a baby carrier, or a rocker.

Repetitive motion is deeply calming for most babies.

5. Sucking
Feeding, pacifiers, or clean fingers — sucking triggers a calming reflex. It's

soothing, not just nutritional.

Try combining 3 of these at a time — it's called the “5 S’s” method, developed by

pediatrician Dr. Harvey Karp, and it's helped countless parents find their rhythm.
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When Nothing Works

Sometimes, you'll try everything. Twice. And your baby is still crying.

These moments are hardest — not because your baby is broken, but because
you feel helpless. You want to fix it. You want to make it stop. And when nothing

helps, it can feel like failure.
But it's not.
In these moments, your baby doesn’t need a fix — they need your presence.

It's okay to hold them while they cry. It's okay to rock them silently, hum softly, or
take them outside for a few minutes of fresh air. And if you're at your limit, it's

okay to put them down in a safe space, step into another room, and breathe.

You are allowed to need a moment.

Crying Red Flags (When to Call the Doctor)

Most crying is normal, even if it's intense. But call your pediatrician if:

e Your baby has a fever (especially under 3 months)

¢ Crying sounds different — high-pitched, weak, or unusually persistent

e They cry constantly and can’t be soothed, especially if paired with signs of
illness

e They're not eating well or having fewer wet diapers

You are never overreacting by asking for help. If your gut says something'’s off,

follow it.
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Final Thought for Moms
Your baby’s cries aren’t criticism — they're conversation. Every time you respond,
every time you hold, every time you whisper, “I've got you,” — you're teaching

your baby what love feels like.

You may not always know exactly what they need, but your presence is always

part of the answer.

You are not spoiling them by responding. You are showing them they matter.

You are doing exactly what they need — even when the tears keep coming.
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Crying Decoder & Soothing Cheat Sheet

A quick-reference guide to help you understand and calm your baby when

emotions run high.

Cry Type What It Often Means Supporting Signs
Rhythmic, low- Hunger Rooting, hand-to-mouth, lip
pitched smacking

Short bursts, fussy
tone

Dirty diaper or gas

Grunting, pulling knees to chest

Sharp, intense,
escalating

Overtired

Yawning, rubbing eyes, arching
back

Whiny or whimpery

Wanting to be held or
comforted

Calms when picked up

High-pitched,
sudden

Pain or discomfort

Tense body, crying during diaper
change/feed

Fussy in late
afternoon

Overstimulation (witching
hour)

Hard to settle, needs motion or
swaddle

Quick Soothing Combinations (Use 2-3 at Once)

Soothing Tool

How to Use It

Swaddle

Securely wrap baby with hips loose

Shush or White Noise

Close to ear or via sound machine

Swing/Rock Gentle bouncing or side-to-side motion
Sucking Pacifier, finger, or breast/bottle feeding
Side Hold Hold baby on their side (awake only)
Skin-to-Skin Bare chest cuddles calm the nervous system

29




Tip: Try changing environments — go outside for fresh air orinto a

warm bath if you're both overwhelmed.

When to Call the Pediatrician

Baby has a fever (100.4°F [ 38°C or higher)

Cry is unusually high-pitched, weak, or continuous
Baby refuses to feed or has fewer wet diapers
Vomiting, rash, or signs of illness accompany the crying

Your instinct says something isn’t right

Remember:

You don't have to “fix” every cry. Just being there matters more than having all

the answers.

Take breaks. Ask for help. You are doing better than you think.
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“Is This Normal?” — The Most Common New Mom Question

There’s nothing like becoming a mother to make you second-guess everything.
A strange sound. A weird rash. A skipped poop. A twitch during sleep. You'll find
yourself Googling things you never thought you'd Google — and reading ten

conflicting answers, each more terrifying than the last.

That's why this section exists. Not to scare you, but to help you separate normal-
but-weird newborn stuff from the genuine “call your doctor” signs. When you
understand what's truly urgent, you can stop panicking at every hiccup and start

feeling more grounded in your role as your baby’s protector.

First, What's Not an Emergency
Here’'s a comforting truth: newborns do a lot of strange things that look alarming

but are completely normail.

You don’t need to panic if:
e Your baby sneezes a lot (they're clearing their tiny nasal passages)
e Their poop is yellow, green, or seedy (very normal, especially in breastfed
babies)
e They have hiccups — even multiple times a day
e Their skin flakes or they get baby acne (especially around week 2-4)
e Their eyes roll or cross occasionally (vision is still developing)
e Their legs and arms tremble slightly after waking or crying (common and

harmless)
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These are all part of your baby’s early adjustment to life outside the womb. They

usually need no treatment at all — just time, cuddles, and gentle care.

Now, the Red Flags That Matter

While most newborn quirks are benign, there are moments when you should
absolutely trust your gut and call your pediatrician. Even if it turns out to be
nothing, you're never wrong for asking.

Here are the main red flags to watch for in the first 6 weeks:

1. High Fever
Any temperature of 100.4°F (38°C) or higher in a baby under 3 months is
considered a medical emergency.

Call your doctor or go to the ER — even if they seem otherwise okay.

2. Breathing Difficulties 2

<,

Labored breathing looks like: .
e Fast breathing (more than 60 breaths per minute while calm)
e Grunting or wheezing sounds while breathing
¢ Flaring nostrils or chest pulling in with each breath

If you notice any of these signs, especially if your baby looks pale or blue-ish

around the lips or hands, seek medical care immediately.

3. Poor Feeding

If your baby:
» Refuses to feed for more than two feedings in a row ¢
¢ Seems too weak to suck 6 - i

e Falls asleep after only a minute or two of feeding

L~
it could be a sign of illness or dehydration. Call your pediatrician. L ‘()j ///"‘L
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4. Low Diaper Output
By Day 5, your baby should be producing at least:
e 6 wet diapers a day
e 3 dirty diapers a day
If this suddenly drops off — especidally if baby also seems lethargic or fussy — it

may mean they're not getting enough fluids.

5. Vomiting (Not Spitting Up)

It's normal for babies to spit up small amounts after feeds — even frequently.

But forceful, projectile vomiting, especially if green or yellow, or if baby can't keep
anything down, is different. Call your doctor if it happens more than once or is

paired with other symptoms.

6. Extreme Sleepiness or Lethargy
Yes, newborns sleep a lot — but they should wake for feeds and respond to
touch.

If your baby:

Sleeps through multiple feedings

Is very hard to wake

Feels limp or floppy in your arms 5 &

..call your pediatrician right away.

7. Sudden Changes in Cry

If your baby’s cry becomes:
e Extremely high-pitched and inconsolable
e Weak, hoarse, or different from their usual sound
e ..it could be a sign of pain or illness.

Pair that with any other concern, and it's worth a check-up.
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8. Rash with Fever or Blisters

Most baby rashes are harmless — but if a rash:
e Appears suddenly with a fever n
e Has blistering, weeping, or bruising ’ N
e Spreads quickly B

e ..call your pediatrician immediately.

9. Jaundice Getting Worse
Mild jaundice (yellowing of the skin/eyes) is common in the first few days. But if
it:

e Spreads to the arms, legs, or belly

e Appears after the first week . ' .

e Seems to be getting darker instead of fading

e _it needs medical attention.

When in Doubt — Call

You don’t need to be 100% sure to ask for help.

Doctors expect calls from new parents. Your baby’s health matters — and so
does your peace of mind. Even if your gut is only whispering, something feels off,

trust that whisper.

Final Thought for Moms

You are the first expert on your baby.

You may not have a medical degree — but you have intuition. And that counts

for something powerful.

Don't let Google steal your peace. Don't let guilt or second-guessing stop you
from reaching out. And don't let fear isolate you.

You're not overreacting. You're parenting.
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You’'re Healing Too — Don’t Forget That

When you bring a baby home, everything revolves around their needs. Their
feeds. Their sleep. Their diapers. But there’s one person whose recovery matters
just as much — and it’s you.

Whether you gave birth vaginally or by C-section, your body just went through
an enormous, transformative event. Muscles stretched. Hormones shifted. Skin
tore. Organs moved. And now, while everyone’s asking how the baby is, very few
are asking how you are.

Let this section be that question. Let it remind you that your healing is valid,

necessary, and worth prioritizing — not someday, but now.

What to Expect Physically
Postpartum recovery is not one-size-fits-all, but there are some common
experiences most women face in the first 6 weeks. Here’'s what’'s normal — and

what might need attention.

Vaginal Birth Recovery:
e Bleeding (lochia): Heavy for the first few days, then tapering. Can last 4-6
weeks.
e Cramps: Your uterus is shrinking back down. Painful, but a good sign.
e Swelling and soreness: Especially if you had tearing or stitches. Ice packs, peri
bottles, and sitz baths help.
¢ Pelvic heaviness or pressure: Often worse at the end of the day. Rest, lie down,

and avoid heavy lifting.
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C-Section Recovery:
¢ Incision care: Keep clean and dry. Watch for redness or discharge.
e Movement: Walking helps prevent clots, but take it slow. No lifting more than
your baby.

¢ Numbness: Around the scar, it may last for months — totally normail.

In both cases, rest when you can, and don’t compare your timeline to anyone

else’s. This is your recovery.

The Emotional Landscape

Your hormones will crash hard in the first week — especially around Day 3 to 5.
This is often when the “baby blues” hit: sudden crying spells, mood swings,
anxiety, or sadness.

This doesn’t mean you're not grateful. It doesn’'t mean you're not bonding. It just
means your body is shifting.

If you feel overwhelmed, that's normal. But if the sadness lasts beyond two
weeks, gets worse, or feels like hopelessness, it may be postpartum depression
or anxiety — and help is available. You're not broken. You're not alone. And

you're not a bad mom.

Why Nutrition Matters More Than Ever
You're not just feeding your baby — you're rebuilding your own body. And
whether you're breastfeeding or not, your nutritional needs in the postpartum

period are higher than normal.
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This isn’t about dieting or “bouncing back.” It's about strength, energy, and
healing. Skipping meals and surviving on toast and coffee might feel inevitable

— but it will catch up to you.

Here’s what your body actually needs right now:

Postpartum Power Foods
These foods are easy to digest, nourishing, and great for recovery:
¢ Iron-rich foods: Lentils, leafy greens, red meat, eggs
— Replenishes what you lost during birth
¢ Healthy fats: Avocado, nuts, seeds, olive oll

— Supports brain function and hormone balance

»
¢ Protein: Chicken, tofu, beans, quinoq, yogurt \ RS J
— Essential for tissue repair and milk production o ‘o
e Complex carbs: Oats, sweet potatoes, whole grains N 3

— Keep energy stable and support digestion \ )
¢ Hydration: Water, herbal teas, coconut water

— Aim for 2-3 litres daily (especially if breastfeeding)

Tip: Keep a large water bottle next to wherever you feed the baby. You'll be

surprised how dehydrated you can get without realising it.

Make It Easy — Not Perfect

You don't need gourmet meals. You need fuel.

Keep snacks and small meals within reach:
e Overnight oats in jars
e Trail mix or nut butter packets
e Boiled eggs, hummus, fruit
e Soup or bone broth in thermoses

e Smoothies you can sip with one hand
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Batch cooking a few staples or asking loved ones to drop off freezer meals can
make a huge difference. Even prepping snack baskets in each room (especially

the nursery or feeding chair) can help you stay nourished without thinking.

Supplements to Consider
Always check with your provider, but most postpartum moms benefit from:
¢ Prenatal vitamins: Continue taking them for at least 6-12 weeks postpartum
¢ Iron: Especially if your levels were low after birth
¢ Vitamin D: Crucial for mood, immunity, and energy
e Omega-3s (DHA): Supports brain and hormonal health Supplemert

@

Gentle Self-Care That Helps Recovery
Forget spa days. These are the types of self-care that actually support your
healing:

 Short naps (20-40 mins) over long, unrealistic sleep goals

e Shower once aday, even if it's quick

¢ Breathing exercises while holding baby or feeding

e Stretching or pelvic floor awareness (post-week 2 with clearance)

¢ Letting others help — even if they don't do it “right”

Self-care isn't selfish. It's survival. f\
A

Final Thought for Moms

Your body is not failing you. It's recovering from a miracle.
Give yourself permission to rest. To eat. To say no. To not answer every message.
To ask for help. To care for yourself like you care for your baby — gently, lovingly,

without judgment.

This season is tender. But you are stronger than you know.

38



Growth Isn't Always Loud — But It's Happening
In a world full of milestone charts, comparison posts, and baby tracker apps, it's
easy to feel like your newborn should be doing more. Smiling more. Sleeping

longer. Lifting their head. Reacting. Rolling.

But here’s the truth: your baby’s first six weeks of life are less about “performing”
and more about adjusting — to gravity, to hunger, to light and sound, to you.
Every day, their brain is making thousands of connections. Most of them are

invisible.

So let’s slow it down. Let’s look at the subtle, quiet milestones that actually matter

right now — the ones that tell you your baby is learning, growing, and bonding,

w

even on the days it doesn't feel like much is changing.

What Counts as a “Milestone”?
A milestone is just a sign of development — not a deadline. It's not a pass/fail
test. Some babies meet them early, others later. Some skip one completely and

master the next with ease. That's okay.

What matters is not how fast your baby grows — but that they’re growing at all,

in a general forward direction.

The first 6 weeks are foundational. Your baby is learning how to eat, sleep,

process the world, and feel safe. Let’'s break down what that actually looks like.
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Week-by-Week Highlights (0-6 Weeks)

Week 1: The Adjustment Phase ﬂ
e Your baby mostly sleeps, feeds, and cries ‘o
e May recognize your voice from the womb ’ 2§

¢ Reflexes dominate: sucking, grasping, rooting
e Eyes may be puffy and mostly closed
e Movements are jerky and uncoordinated
This week is about survival and bonding. Don't expect routines — expect

closeness.

Week 2: Becoming More Awake
e Eyes may open wider and track light or shapes
e Starts to respond to sound (like your voice or a door closing)
e More awake periods between feeds
e May start to “cluster feed” in the evenings
e Crying may increase — especially late afternoon

This week, you may start to notice a pattern.. and then it changes again.

Week 3-4: Stronger Movements & Connection
e Lifts head briefly during tummy time
e Begins to turn head toward sounds or voices
e Starts to focus on faces and high-contrast objects
e Movements become smoother
e May attempt early social smiles (though not consistent yet)
You may feel your baby “notices” you more — and they do. This is bonding in

action.
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Week 5-6: Early Social and Physical Skills
e Holds eye contact for longer '

-

e Starts to coo or make vowel-like sounds
e Lifts head higher during tummy time
e Begins to recognize daily patterns (like feed — burp — nap)
e First real smiles may appear
This is often the week where it all feels a little less chaotic — and more like a two-

way relationship.

Signs of Healthy Development (Don’t Miss These!)
Your baby is developing well if they are:
e Feeding well and gaining weight
e Waking and responding to stimulation
e Calming with comfort and soothing
e Becoming more alert day by day
e Slowly building strength in the neck and limbs
These are the milestones that matter most right now — not how long they sleep,

how fast they gain neck control, or how soon they smile.

Signs to Watch For (Developmental Concerns)
Most babies will follow their own path — but trust your instincts if you notice:
e Very floppy body or stiff limbs (not just newborn jerks)
e Doesn't startle at loud sounds
e Never seems to focus on faces, lights, or your voice
e Doesn't move limbs on one side of the body
e Unusual eye movement (constant rolling, crossing that worsens, etc.)
If you're unsure, bring it up at your baby's first well-visit checkup, usually

scheduled around Week 6. No concern is too small to mention.
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Tiny Things That Count More Than You Think
These aren’'t on most milestone charts — but they’re worth celebrating:
e Your baby settles when you sing
e Their cry changes depending on need
e They look at you while feeding
e They root for you more confidently than before
e They last 10 more seconds during tummy time than last week

These are real wins. Quiet ones. The kind that build connection and confidence.

Milestone Anxiety: Let It Go

You don't need to track every moment. You don’t need to teach your baby to do
things “early.” The best thing you can do for your baby’s development is to be
present — talk to them, look at them, hold them.

Their brain doesn’t grow from hitting milestones early. It grows from feeling safe,

seen, and loved.

Final Thought for Moms
It might not feel like much is changing. You'll blink, and it will.

Growth is quiet. Trust what you can't always see.

You're doing more than keeping your baby alive. You're nurturing a human —

one cuddle, one feed, one blurry-eyed night at a time.
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When Everything Feels Random (it's Not)

In the early days, life with a newborn can feel like pure unpredictability. One day
they nap for hours, the next they won't sleep at all. One feed goes smoothly, the
next feels like a struggle. You might find yourself wondering, “Is there any pattern

to this? Or am | just winging it forever?”

The good news is — yes, there is a pattern. It's just not visible at first glance. But

with a bit of gentle tracking, you'll begin to spot the rhythms hidden in the chaos.

And once you start noticing those patterns, you can work with your baby instead

of always reacting.

Why Tracking Helps (Even Just for a Week) I
Tracking isn't about perfection or pressure. It's about:

¢ Understanding how long your baby stays awake before getting overtired

¢ Noticing if feeds are spaced evenly or cluster around certain times

e Realizing baby poops every morning at the same hour (yes, really!)

e Spotting issues like skipped feeds, fewer wet diapers, or less sleep

¢ Helping you communicate clearly with your pediatrician
Most importantly, tracking gives you a sense of ownership and calm — because
suddenly, you have real answers to “When did they last eat?” or “Did they poop

today?” when your tired brain draws a blank.

What to Track (Without Overcomplicating It)
You don't need a fancy app (though some are great). You can use a simple

printable, notebook, or whiteboard. Here are the core 5 things worth logging:
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1. Feeding
e Time of each feed
e Duration (if breastfeeding) or volume (if bottle feeding)

e Left/right side for breastfeeding (if you're alternating)

2. Diaper Changes m
o Wet or dirty? > 3 5
|
e Any changes in poop color or texture?

3. Sleep
e Start and end time of naps
e Night sleep chunks
e Where baby slept (crib, held, stroller, etc.)

4. Wake Windows

e How long baby was awake between naps

¢ Signs of over-tiredness or calmness

5. Notes
e Fussiness patterns
e Gas or burping struggles

e Any meds given or new symptoms noticed

What a Gentle Routine Actually Looks Like
In the first 6 weeks, a “routine” shouldn’t be a strict schedule. It's more of a
rhythm — a consistent flow to your day that helps both of you feel more secure.

Think of it like a soft song instead of a ticking clock.
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The most helpful routine for a newborn is based on cycles, not hours. Here's the
simplest one:

L)
e

Eat = Awake — Sleep

This 3-part rhythm repeats every 2—-3 hours:
e Baby wakes and feeds
e Stays awake for 45-75 minutes (includes burping, cuddling, brief play)
e Shows sleep cues = goes down for a nap

e Wakes and starts again

This cycle helps prevent feeding right before sleep every time, which can
sometimes lead to sleep dependency. But if your baby feeds to sleep naturally?

That's okay too. Nothing is broken.

Sample Gentle Daily Flow (0-6 Weeks)
This is not a schedule — just a reference rhythm for moms wondering what a

typical day could look like. (See table on following page)
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Time Activity

7:00 AM Wake + Feed

8:00 AM Nap

9:30 AM Wake + Feed

10:15 AM Tummy time + cuddles

11:00 AM Nap

12:30 PM Wake + Feed

1:30 PM Nap (longer stretch, if possible)

3:30 PM Wake + Feed

4:00 PM Short nap or outdoor walk

5:30 PM Wake + Feed

6:30 PM Bath or wind-down time

7:00 PM Feed + Bedtime attempt
Night 2-3 feeds (every 2-4 hours)

lttlal'i#'!l'll!lll

Adjust based on your baby’s rhythm — this is just one version.
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When Tracking Turns into Intuition
After a few days (or weeks) of tracking, you may not need to write things down
as often. You'll start to recognize the natural flow of your baby’s day. You'll sense

their cues more easily. You'll feel less reactive, and more tuned in.

This is the real power of tracking — it brings you back into partnership with your

baby, instead of feeling like life is happening to you.

Final Thought for Moms
You're not trying to control your baby. You're learning how to support them —

and yourself — in the rhythm of each day.

You don’t need a perfect plan. You need a little clarity, a little calm, and the

freedom to change course when it's needed.

Trust that your baby has a rhythm — and that with time and attention, you'll find
it together.

47



You’'re Not Meant to Do This Alone

When a new baby enters your life, everything shifts — including your relationship.
Roles change, emotions run high, and sleep gets scarce. It's easy to slip into
survival mode where one person (often the mom) takes on the bulk of baby care

while the other wants to help... but doesn’t know how.

You might find yourself silently wishing your partner would do more — or do
things differently. Or maybe you feel guilty even thinking that, because they're

trying too. Maybe they ask, “What can | do?” and you can’t even begin to answer.

This section helps bridge that gap — by turning vague offers of help into shared

responsibility, clear support, and better teamwork.

Start with the Unspoken
Most new moms don’t want someone to just “take the baby.” They want
someone to:

¢ Notice when they're about to break

e Step in without being asked

e Share the mental load

¢ Handle something fully — not just halfway

e Affirm how hard this is, and how well they're doing

Your partner likely wants to support you — they just don’t always see the invisible
work you're carrying. And you shouldn’t have to micromanage it all.

So let’s break it down — not just for them, but for you too.
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Clear Ways Partners Can Help (Without Guessing)
Here are the most valuable, realistic ways your partner can support you in the

newborn stage — no baby whispering skills required.

1. Protect Your Rest
e Take the baby for 1-2 hours in the morning or evening so you can sleep
without listening for every noise
e Handle one night feed (bottle or rocking) while you rest

o Offer to watch the baby after feeds so you can nap or shower

2. Handle Household Tasks Without Being Asked
e Do laundry — including folding and putting it away
e Prep meals or order food
e Keep your water bottle filled, snacks stocked, and breastfeeding space clean

e Manage grocery runs, bottle cleaning, or diaper station restocks

3. Take Initiative with the Baby

e Change diapers (even at 3 AM) ad L

¢ Hold, rock, and soothe — even if the baby cries at first L ;

e Wear the baby in a carrier on walks or during chores \

e Learn baby’s cues and routines so it’s not all in your head d

4. Be the Emotional Anchor
e Tell her she’s doing a great job — often
e Say “thank you” for things that seem small but are constant (like feeding at 2
AM)
e Sit next to her during long feeds, even if you're half asleep
e Take photos of her with the baby — she might not realize how beautiful those

moments are
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Sharing the Invisible Load
There's a kind of mental exhaustion that comes from being the one who keeps
track of everything: what time the baby last ate, when the doctor visit is, what

supplies are running low.

This is called the “invisible load” — and it can be heavier than any physical chore.

Here’s how your partner can help carry it:
e Use a shared app or whiteboard to track feeds/diapers/sleep

e Take responsibility for all scheduling (appointments, refills, errands)

e Ask questions like:

— “What are you thinking about right now?” Sé
— “What do you want me to handle this week?” \
— “What's been hardest lately?” f‘

Even just acknowledging that mental weight makes a difference.

How to Ask for Help Without the Guilt
If you're used to doing things yourself, asking for help can feel uncomfortable —

or like you're admitting weakness. You're not.

You're being a leader. A mother who's saying: “This is a two-person job. |

shouldn’t have to burn out to prove I'm strong.”

Try phrasing your requests in ways that invite action:
e “Can you fully take over the morning routine tomorrow so | can rest?”
¢ “I need 30 minutes alone. Can you keep the baby with you while | nap?”

e “It would help me a lot if you managed dinner and dishes tonight.”

And remember: you shouldn’t have to justify needing care.
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For the Partner: If You're Reading This
Your presence matters more than perfection. You don’t need to “fix” everything —
just show up. Be the one who steps in before she breaks. Learn the baby

alongside her. Ask how she’s doing, and really listen.

The baby will bond with you through diaper changes, feedings, walks, and bath

time — not just play. Get in there. Make mistakes. Keep going.

The greatest gift you can give your baby is a strong, supported mother.

Final Thought for Moms
You don’t need to be the default parent forever. You don’t need to do it all,

remember it all, or carry it all.

Love doesn’t mean doing it alone. Letting someone help is also an act of

strength.
‘— -
N A

/
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The Part Nobody Prepared You For

Everyone talks about the baby. The feeding, the sleep, the poop. But few people
talk about what happens inside you. The silent moments when the house is quiet
and you feel hollow. The waves of anxiety that rise out of nowhere. The tears that
fall for no reason. The guilt, the identity shift, the overwhelming love and fear
crashing together in the same breath.

You may wonder, Is this normal?

You may feel like you're falling apart while everyone else is holding it together.
Let’'s be clear: you are not alone. And you are not broken.

You are adjusting — physically, hormonally, emotionally — to the biggest change

of your life. And it deserves real support.

What's “Normal” Emotional Recovery?
After birth, your hormone levels drop dramatically. This crash — combined with
exhaustion, physical healing, and caring for a brand-new human — creates a

perfect storm.

common (and expected) emotions in the first few weeks:
e Tearfulness without clear cause
e Feeling overwhelmed by small tasks

e Mood swings or irritability

e Guilt for not feeling “happy”
e Anxiety about doing things wrong

¢ Loneliness, even when you're not alone
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This is often called the “baby blues” — and it affects up to 80% of new moms. It

typically starts around Day 3 and fades within 1-2 weeks.

If this is what you're feeling — you're in the majority. It's a chemical and

emotional shift, not a reflection of your love for your baby.

When It's More Than the Blues

Sometimes, what starts as baby blues deepens into something heavier. If the
sadness doesn't lift after two weeks — or feels like hopelessness, anger, or deep
anxiety — you may be experiencing postpartum depression or postpartum

anxiety.

Signs to watch for:
e Feeling numb, empty, or disconnected from your baby
e Trouble sleeping even when the baby sleeps
e Panic attacks, racing thoughts, or obsessive fears
¢ Withdrawing from loved ones
e Thoughts of self-harm or feeling like your family would be better off without

you

If you're feeling any of this: please speak up. Talk to your doctor, midwife,
therapist, or partner. You don't need a diagnosis to get support — you just need

to say, “I'm not okay.”

Postpartum depression is common, temporary, and treatable. It is not a

personal failure.

i)
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Small Habits That Protect Your Mental Health
In the blur of newborn care, it's easy to forget about your own needs entirely. But
mental health isn't just about avoiding breakdowns — it's about creating tiny

rituals that remind you you still matter.

Here are small, powerful habits to anchor your days:

1. Morning Reset

Before checking your phone or starting the baby’s routine:
e Drink a full glass of water
e Open a window or step outside for 30 seconds

e Take 3 deep, grounding breaths

2. One Nourishing Meal
Aim for just one good meal a day — with protein, fat, and fiber. It doesn’'t have to

be perfect — just something that fuels you.

3. Real Human Contact
Text a friend. Voice note your sister. Wave at a neighbour. Ask your partner for a

proper hug. Connection combats isolation.

4.Name Your Feelings
“| feel angry today.” “I feel invisible.” “I feel like I'm doing everything.”
Naming your emotions takes away their power. Journaling or just whispering

them out loud is enough.

5. One Thing Just for You
A hot coffee alone. A shower with music on. Five minutes of stretching. A chapter

of a book. It doesn’t have to be big. It just has to be yours.
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Managing Overwhelm in the Moment
When you're on the edge — your baby’s crying, the dishes are piling up, you
haven't slept — it helps to have a rescue plan:

e Put the baby down safely (crib, bassinet)

e Walk away for 3 minutes — breathe, cry, scream into a pillow

e Say out loud:

¢ “This moment is hard, but it will pass.”

e “l am allowed to feel what | feel.”

e “My baby needs a calm parent — not a perfect one.” ‘;\7
Then come back when you're ready. ‘ "
| o
1 s
Who to Call — And Why It's Okay N

Save these contacts now — even if you never use them:
e Your OB or midwife
e A local therapist who sees new moms
e Postpartum support hotline (e.g., Postpartum Support International: 1-800-
944-4773)
e A trusted friend or family member who won't judge you

You don’t need to wait for a “crisis” to reach out. Overwhelm is enough.

Final Thought for Moms
You're not meant to feel grateful every second. You're not meant to love every
moment. You're not meant to be endlessly strong, endlessly giving, endlessly

fine.

You're meant to be human. To be held too. To fall apart and rebuild with help.

That's motherhood too.

And you're doing it — beautifully, imperfectly, bravely — one breath, one hour,

one sunrise at a time.




You Don‘t Have to Remember it All
New motherhood is filled with decisions. A thousand little details. A constant
mental tab of “When did she last feed?” “Did | write down the diaper change?”

“What's normal poop again?”

That's why this guide includes printable tools — so you don’t have to hold
everything in your head. So you can focus more on your baby, and less on

keeping track of it all.

This section gives you a quick summary of each printable resource included in
your Newborn Care 101 guide — where it fits into your day, and how to get the

most value from it. You can find them after section 12 at the back of the guide.

Included Printables & Trackers
1. Feeding Tracker Sheet
— From Section I: Feeding Basics
e Log feeding times, sides (for breastfeeding), volumes (for bottles), and
baby’s cues
e Helpful for spotting patterns and avoiding overfeeding or skipped feeds

e Use this during the first 6-8 weeks when feeds feel unpredictable

[

@

.
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S

¢ Daily log for wet and dirty diapers -

2. Diaper Tracker + Poop Color Decoder

— From Section 2: Diapering & Hygiene o 5

¢ Includes visual poop color chart for quick reference
e Great for pediatrician visits and making sure baby is hydrated and digesting

well

3. safe Sleep Checklist

— From Section 3. Safe Sleep Setup
e Printable crib safety guide: what belongs in baby’s sleep space, what doesn’t
e Includes swaddle do’s and don’ts
e Post it near the crib or share with caregivers to ensure consistent, safe sleep

habits

4. Cry Decoder + Soothing Toolkit
— From Section 4: Soothing & Crying
e Quick reference for types of cries and what they usually mean
e Visual “5 S's” soothing checklist (swaddle, side-hold, shush, swing, suck)
e Use during fussy evenings, witching hour, or when you're feeling
overwhelmed "@
5. When to Call the Doctor Guide o
— From Section 5: Red Flags to Watch For
e One-page reference for fever, feeding concerns, diaper output, and
emergency signs
¢ Stick this on the fridge or in your diaper bag for quick reassurance when

you're unsure

6. Postpartum Self-Care Tracker
— From Section 6: Recovery & Nutrition
e Tracks hydration, meals, rest moments, supplements, and mood check-ins

e A gentle nudge to take care of you, even in small ways




7. Developmental Milestones Calendar (0-6 Weeks)

— From Section 7: Baby Development

Week-by-week visual of what to expect: movement, sight, sound, and bonding.
Helps you see the quiet wins and developmental progress you might otherwise
8. Daily Rhythm & Routine Template 3 :‘
— From Section 8: Daily Tracking '

o Flexible “Eat = Awake — Sleep” routine builder + daily log

e Sections for feeds, sleep, wake windows, and notes

e Use it to spot patterns and create your family’s unique daily flow

9. Partner Support Cheat Sheet
— From Section 9. Shared Roles
e Clear, specific tasks partners can take ownership of
¢ Includes phrases to ask for help and examples of invisible load
responsibilities

e Share this with your partner — it turns “What can | do?” into action

10. Mental Health Check-In Card
— From Section 10: Emotional Survival

¢ A short, guided check-in for mood, stress, energy, and support

¢ Includes affirmations and an “Overwhelm Reset Plan”

e Keep it nearby for tough moments — it's a grounding tool, not just a tracker

How to Use These Tools
o Keep them visible: Put key sheets near the feeding chair, in the nursery, or on
the fridge.
o Share with caregivers: These tools help partners, grandparents, or sitters
follow baby’s rhythm without confusion.
¢ Use as talking points with your doctor: Having logs of feeding, diapers, and

sleep makes checkups smoother and more accurate.
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Take a Breath

Let’s pause here.

You've just taken in a lot — feeding charts, diaper cues, safety checklists, tracking
tools, and emotional guidance. It might feel like there’s still so much to learn, so

many things to “get right.”

But before you chase another perfect routine or compare yourself to another
mom online, hear this:
There is no perfect version of motherhood. Only your version.

And that version?

It's shaped by messy love. Imperfect days. Tiny triumphs. Deep exhaustion. And

unmatched strength you don't even realize you're showing yet.

You Are the Calm Your Baby Needs
It's easy to believe your baby needs you to be endlessly patient, always joyful,

totally prepared. But what they really need is your presence — not perfection.

Your scent.

Your voice.

Your hands.

Your heartbeat.

Those things are enough.
Even when you're not sure what you're doing, your baby doesn’t know you're

learning. They just know they're safe. And loved. And home.
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You're Growing Too
Motherhood doesn't just grow babies — it grows you. Into someone softer and
stronger at the same time. Into someone who shows up, even when they’re

running on fumes. Into someone who cries at random commercials but can

)

handle a blowout diaper with one hand and no sleep.

So when you wonder if you're doing enough..

When you question your instincts..

When you feel like you've lost the “you” from before..
Remember this:

You didn't disappear.

You evolved.

It Won't Always Feel This Hard

Right now, the days might feel long and blurry. You may wonder when you'll feel
like yourself again. You may miss quiet mornings or unhurried meals or the
sound of your own thoughts.

But this season won't last forever.
And you're not just surviving it — you're shaping something beautiful through it.
Every cuddle, every middle-of-the-night rock, every whispered lullaby — it's

becoming the foundation of someone’s entire world.

And you're doing that. Day by day. Breath by breath.
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Final Message to You, From One Mom to Another:

You are doing a hard thing with grace.

You are allowed to rest.

You are allowed to ask for help.

You are allowed to feel everything — joy, rage, grief, awe — and still be a

wonderful mother.

You are already enough.

And you are not alone.

Welcome to motherhood. You've got this. >
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Feeding Tracker Sheet

Purpose: Track feed times, method, and cues.

Date

Time

Method
(Breast | Duration | Baby’'s Cues
L/R/ | Volume | Before Feed
Bottle)

Notes
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Poop Color Guide

Black [ Tar-like (Meconium) - First 1-3 days
Thick, sticky, and tar-like. This is your baby’s very first stool and completely

normal.

Greenish-Brown (Transition Stage) — Day 3-5

Baby’s body is clearing out meconium and moving toward normal stools.
Mustard-Yellow (Seedy / Grainy) — Healthy breastfed baby

Soft or slightly runny with a seedy texture. Normal for exclusively breastfed

infants.

Tan or Light Brown (Soft) — Healthy formula-fed baby

More formed than breastfed stools, sometimes with a pasty consistency.

Yellow-Green (Occasional) - Can happen in both breastfed and formula-fed

babies. Often linked to mild digestive changes.

Dark Green — May be linked to iron supplements or iron-fortified formula.

Generally not concerning unless accompanied by other symptoms.

-
Call the Pediatrician If You Notice:

White or gray stools — May signal a liver or bile duct problem.

Persistent black stools beyond day 4 — Needs evaluation.

Mucus or very watery stools — Possible sign of infection or intolerance.

Red streaks or blood — Could mean an intestinal issue, anal fissure, or allergy.
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~
Tips to Help Moms Feel Confident
e Track changes daily: Use the included Diaper Tracker Sheet to note stool
color, frequency, and consistency. Patterns matter more than one-off
changes.
e Compare with feeding: Sudden changes in poop color can follow a formula
switch, new medication, or changes in mom’s diet if breastfeeding.
e Trustyour instincts: If baby seems unwell (fever, lethargy, refusing feeds),
don‘t rely on color alone — seek medical advice right away.
J
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Diaper Tracker + Poop Color Decoder

Purpose: Monitor diaper output and spot early concerns.

Poop

Date Time Wet (v) Dirty (v) Color

Notes
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Safe Sleep Checklist

Purpose: Keep sleep space safe every nap, every night.

\.

0 Baby sleeps on back (all naps & nights)

o Firm mattress + fitted sheet only

o No pillows, blankets, bumpers, or toys

0 Room temp 68-72°F (20-22°C)

o Swaddle/sleep sack (stop swaddling when rolling begins)

o Crib/bassinet in parents’ room for first 6 months

Cry Decoder + Soothing Toolkit

Purpose: Understand cries & respond with calming techniques.

Cry Type Likely Cause Other Signs
Rhythmic, low- HunGer Rooting, hand-
pitched 9 to-mouth
. , Y ing,
Sharp, intense Overtired awning

rubbing eyes

Wants Calms when

Whiny/whimpery comfort held

5 S’s Soothing Checklist:

o Swaddle

o Side/Stomach hold (supervised)
o Shush [ White Noise

o Swing/Rock

o Suck (pacifier, feed, clean finger)




When to Call the Doctor Guide

Purpose: Quick reference for emergencies.

Callimmediately if your baby:
e Has a fever 2100.4°F (38°C) under 3 months

Shows trouble breathing [ blue lips

Projectile vomits green or yellow

Has extreme sleepiness [ hard to wake

Produces fewer than 6 wet diapers/day after Day 5

Develops rash with fever or blisters
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r \
Postpartum Self-Care Tracker
Purpose: Support your recovery while caring for baby.
\ J
Water Meals/ Supplem | Rest/ | Mood (1©
Date (Glasses) Snacks ents Nap 2 32) Notes
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Developmental Milestones Calendar

Purpose: Spot subtle signs of growth.

Week Physical Social/Emotional Notes
: Reflexes, mostly Recognizes your
sleeping voice
2 Eyes open more Tracks
yes op light/shapes
. . tarts f in
3-4 Lifts head briefly Starts focusing
on faces
5-6 Holds gaze, coos First real smiles
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Daily Rhythm & Routine Template

Purpose: Map out the “Eat = Awake — Sleep” flow.

Awake Sleep Start—

. o Not
Activity End otes

Time Feed
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Partner Support Cheat Sheet

Purpose: Clear actions for shared responsibility.

Morning:
o Take baby for 1-2 hrs so mom can rest
o Prep breakfast/snacks

o Check supply levels (diapers, wipes)

Evening:
o Handle one night feed
o Tidy kitchen, restock feeding station

o Give mom time for shower/self-care

Ongoing:
o Change diapers
0 Rock/soothe baby

o Take ownership of certain chores (Ioundry, meals)
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Mental Health Check-In Card

Purpose: Ground yourself & take action when needed.

Date

Contacted
Mood (1-5) | Stress (1-5) | Energy (1-5) Support?

(Y/N)
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Affirmations for New Moms

Motherhood is beautiful, but it can also feel exhausting, messy, and
overwhelming. These affirmations are here to remind you that you are enough —

even on the hardest days.

How to Use These Affirmations

Say one aloud while feeding or rocking your baby.

Write one on a sticky note and put it on the fridge or nursery wall.

Pair an affirmation with deep breathing: inhale, repeat affirmation, exhale.

Use your Self-Care Tracker to jot down the one you need most that day.

For When You Feel Exhausted
e “Resting is caring for my baby.”
e “I am allowed to slow down — this season is temporary.”

¢ “Even small moments of rest make a big difference.”

For When You Feel Guilty or Inadequate
e “l don’'t need to be perfect to be a good mom.”
e “Il am the best mom for my baby — no one else can be me.”

e “It's okay to ask for help. It makes me stronger, not weaker.”

For When You Feel Overwhelmed
e “This moment will pass.”
e “l don’'t have to do everything at once.”

e “Calm is contagious — when | breathe, my baby feels it too.”
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For When You Need Encouragement
e “Bonding takes time, and that's perfectly normal.”
e “My baby feels my love, even on the hard days.”

e “Iam learning every day, and that is enough.”

Create Your Own
Sometimes the most powerful words are the ones you write yourself. Try
finishing these prompts:

e “What | most need to hear right now is..”

“When | doubt myself, | want to remember...”

“The kindest thing | can tell myself today is..”
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