| HE TABLESCAPL
S TYLING FORMULA

Create stunning party tables
for ANY theme in 5 simple steps

BY KACAO STUDIO

Perfect for:
Bridal Showers | Baby Showers | Holiday Dinners | Garden Parties | Any Celebration
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TABLESCAPLE 101
THE COMPLETE VISUAL GUIDE

WHAT'S A TABLESCAPE?

A tablescape is your table's outfit for the party. A styled combination of linens,
dinnerware, centerpieces and décor that creates a cohesive dining experience.

CASUAL ELEGANT FESTIVE
BRUNCH DINNER CELEBRATION

KEY ELEMENTS: KEY ELEMENTS: KEY ELEMENTS:

e Natural textures e Metallic accents e Bold color mix

e Single color pop e Multiple heights e Overhead décor

e Minimallayers e Formal place settings e Playful touches
Perfect for: Baby Perfect for: Anniversaries, Perfect for: Birthdays,
showers, Mother's Day, holidays, dinner parties Cinco de Mayo, summer
garden parties parties

The 3 Mistakes That Ruin Everything:
1.The Wall of Flowers — Centerpieces over 12" tall = nobody can talk
2.Pattern Chaos - More than 2 patterns = visual overload
3. The Gap Problem - More than 15" between places = awkward reaching

The Secret That Changes Everything: Odd numbers create visual harmonuy:
Use 3 vases not 4. Set 5 candles not 6. Your brain loves it.
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YOUR FOUNDATTON:
COLOR + ESSENTIALS

Color Palette: The 60-30-10 Rule (Never Fails)

60% NEUTRAL BASE (Choose one):
White, cream, kraft, wood - This calms everything down

30% MAIN COLOR:
Pick ONE bold shade - This is your star, and it creates the mood

10% ACCENT PORP:

Metallics (gold/silver) or contrast color — This adds the "wow" 30%

The Universal Must-Have List (These 6 things work for EVERY theme):
[] Table Coverage - Cloth, runner, or placemats

[ ] Vessels - 3-5 containers for flowers (mix heights)

[] Nature - Fresh flowers or quality faux greenery

[ ] Glow - Candles (real or LED) or string lights

[] Soft Goods - Napkins with rings or creative folds

[] Statement Piece - One "wow" element (banner, balloons, or garland)

Budget Reality Check:
Dollar Store Version: $25-35 4 Target Version: $45-65 4 Fancy Version: $75+

THEME SWAP CHEAT SHEET

Going Fiesta? — Bright multi—-colors + terracotta + papel picado
Bridal Shower? — Soft pastels + gold + fresh peonies

Fall Gathering? — Burnt orange + burgundy + mini pumpkins
Holiday Party? — Emerald + gold + pinecones

Garden Party? — Blush + sage + wicker elements

Same formula, different ingredients!
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THE 5-ELEMENT FORMULA

Stack these layers = Perfect tablescape every time

BASE LAYER: tablecloth AND/OR runner OR placemats
e Tablecloth: 8-10" overhang
e Runner: 5 table width
* Placemats: 12" from edge

THE CENTERPIECE: Your table's main character
(Remember: Odd numbers only (1, 3, or 5))
e Under 12" tall OR over 20" (so people can talk)
e Every 3 feet on long tables
¢ One large OR collection of small

PLACE SETTINGS: The practical pretty Stack from big to small
e Charger (optional but fancy)
e Dinner plate
o Salad plate
e Napkin to the left or on top

THE METALS: Silverware + accents
(Match your metals or mix intentionally)

o Forks left, knives/spoons right
e Water glass above knife tip

e Any metallic décor in same finish

FINISHING TOUCHES: The magic makers
(Less is more - pick 2-3 max)
e Scattered petals or confetti

Place cards

Menu cards

e Favor boxes
e Votive candles between settings

THE GOLDEN RULE: Maximum 2 patterns in your whole tablescape. Let
solid colors be the star.

Visual Balance Secret: |If your centerpiece is busy, keep place settings simple.
If place settings are ornate, go minimal with centerpieces.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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YOUR VISUAL BLUEPRINT

Exact measurements for a professional look

Key Measurements:

Place Settings: 12" between centers (mark with dots)
Chargers: 6" from table edge

Centerpieces: Every 3 feet (mark positions)

Runner: %5 table width, 12" overhang each end
Glasses: Position above knife tip

Diagram 1. Table Setting Key Measurements

The Spacing Formula: The Height Rules:
e 6-8 guests =1 centerpiece » Tall centerpieces: Over 20" (above eye level)
e 9-12 guests = 3 centerpieces e Low centerpieces: Under 12" (below eye level)

e 13+ guests =5 centerpieces e NEVER 12-20" (blocks conversation)

DIFFERENT TABLE? Same rules:

Round Table: One centerpiece per 4 guests, place settings 24" apart on circumference
Square Table: Centerpiece dead center, equal spacing from all edges

Long Banquet: Centerpiece every 3 feet, alternate heights for interest

Pro Secret: Use your hand spread (thumb to pinky) as a 9" measuring tool!
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PLACE SETTING PERFECTION

Layer like a pro in 60 seconds

) Step 2:
Step 1: The Foundation The Plates
e Placemat OR « Dinner plate
charger (not both) (centered)
« ©"from table edge « Salad plate on top
« Centeredonthe « Bread plate upper left

chair

Step 3: The
Silverware
o Forks on left

(outside to
inside by
course)
Knife on
right (blade

facing plate)
Spoon right
of knife

Step 4: The Glass
Water glass above
knife tip
Wine glass to its
right (if using)

1" from knife tip

3 EASY NAPKIN FOLDS (No Origami degree required):

The Classic Roll. Roll napkin, tie with ribbon, place on plate 2 seconds, looks
expensive.

The Triangle Tuck: Fold in triangle, tuck point under plate Creates a pop of
color.

The Pocket: Fold in rectangle, tuck menu card or sprig of greenery Functional
and fancy.

Spacing Hack: Use your phone (about 6") as a measuring tool between place settings!

KACAOSTUDIO.COM



CENTERPIECE FORMULA

3 foolproof styles that always work

THE TRIO METHOD: Classic and balanced
3 containers: 6", 10", 14" tall

Same flowers, different heights
Triangle formation

Best for: Round tables, intimate dinners
Cost: $S25-35

THE RUNNER METHOD: Modern and linear
e 5-7small containersin aline

Alternate flowers + candles

All under 8" tall

Best for: Long rectangular tables

Cost: S30-40

e 1large, low arrangement

12" wide x 8" tall maximum
Surround with 4-6 votives
Best for: Square tables, buffets
Cost: S35-45

FLOWER MATH MADE SIMPLE:

: « Small vase (4" opening): 3-5 stems
e Medium vase (6" opening): 7-9 stems
e Large arrangement: 15-20 stems

BUDGET SWAP CHEAT SHEET:
: « Fresh flowers = Quality silk flowers (save 50%)
e Roses — Carnations (save 70%)
e Peonies &> Mums (save 60%)
e Babuy's breath = Grocery store fillers (save 80%)

The 3-Flower Rule: Pick 1 focal flower + 1 filler + 1 greenery = perfect every time
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YOUR STRESS-FREE TIMELINE

Work backwards from party time

2 Days Before
[] Buy flowers (store in water)
[] Gather all décor items
[] Test your layout with dishes

% Morning Of

[] Iron linens
[ ] Set up overhead décor
[] Prep flowers (trim stems)

% 2 Hours Before

[] Lay tablecloth/runner
[] Place centerpieces
[] Add candles (unlit)

%30 Minutes Before
[] Set all place settings
[] Add final touches
[] Position candles (unlit)

%10 MINUTES BEFORE
[] Light candles
[] Take photos
[] Pour water glasses

Pro Secret: Set one complete place setting first as your
template, then match the rest to it.
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SHOPPING LIST BY STORE

Save time and money with this organized approach

Grocery Store Craft Store
e Flowers (carnations, e Quality faux flowers
mMmums, roses) e Tissue paper
e Baby's breath (filler) e Battery string lights
e Lemons/limes (décor) e Faux greenery
e Votive candles e Decorative picks
e White pillar candles e Seasonal elements

Amazon Favorites
Cheesecloth runner
Gold chargers, decorative

Dollar Tree
Glass vases/jars
LED votive candles

plates and glasses
Napkin rings
Golden Vases
Artificial flowers

Plastic chargers
Ribbon spools

Click here to shop my_curated list of tablescape
essentials on Amazon!

SMART SHOPPING STRATEGY:

Shop in this order:

Dollar Tree first = Craft store for gaps — Grocery store day before

The 70/30 Rule: Spend 70% at Dollar Tree, 30% on statement pieces elsewhere

Biggest Money Savers:
e Dollar Tree chargers look identical to S5 versions
e Grocery store flowers + food coloring = custom colors
e Mix 1real centerpiece with faux for the rest
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https://amzn.to/41Y9RfJ
https://amzn.to/41Y9RfJ

BONUS: GET THIS LOOK

Romantic Blush Tablescape

Disclosure: This post contains affiliate links. Purchases made through these links may earn us a commission at no additional cost
to you, and your support allows Kacao Studio to continue bringing you more curated content. Thank you for helping us grow!

Everything You Need -
One Click Away!

Blush Cheesecloth Table Runner
Elegant Chargers and Dining
Plates

Silverware

Satin Napkins

Gold Napkin Rings

Decorative wine/water glasses
Golden Elegant Tall Vases
Artificial Flowers

Candle Holders

Find these items in my
Amazon Tablescape List

SCAN QR CODE

I_I:.'-'!]'nl_l
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https://amzn.to/4203Cb9

BONUS: GET THIS LOOK
French Countryside Tablescape

- WA A ‘B  Everything You Need -
One Click Away!

Dusty Blue Tablecloth

Blue Cheesecloth Table Runner
Chinoiserie Chargers

Dining and salad plates
Silverware

Satin Napkins

Gold Minimalist Napkin Rings
Decorative wine/water glasses
Clear Glass Cylinder Vases
Artificial Flowers

Candle holders
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https://amzn.to/3IewkhT

BONUS: GET THIS LOOK

Sage Green Garden Tablescape

Everything You Need -
One Click Away!

Sage Green Cheesecloth Table
Runner

Gold Chargers

Dining and salad plates
Silverware

Satin Napkins

Gold Napkin Rings

Decorative wine/water glasses
Candle holders

Golden Vases

Artificial Flowers

Find these items in my
Amazon Tablescape List
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https://amzn.to/4pq9LYp

