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PRAYER

Hannah's life begins in the hill country of Ephraim during the time of the judges in
Israel. She was married to Elkanah, but unlike his other wife, Peninnah, Hannah
was barren (1 Samuel 1:2). In the culture of that time, infertility was considered a
deep stigma and a personal failure. Consequently, Hannah's inability to conceive
brought her great sorrow and emotional distress.

As if infertility wasn’t hard enough, the fact that Hannah was favored by Elkanah,
despite her inability to bear children, further fueled Peninnah's resentment.
Peninnah used her position as a mother to taunt and provoke Hannah, seeking to
inflict emotional pain and humiliation (1 Samuel 1:6-7).

Scripture reveals that Peninnah's taunting was not just occasional but was an
ongoing pattern. She repeatedly taunted Hannah to the point where Hannah wept
and lost her appetite (1 Samuel 1:7). Peninnah's verbal abuse likely caused
significant emotional distress and made Hannah's already difficult situation even
more challenging to bear.

Despite her struggles, Hannah remained steadfast in her faith and never lost hope.
She continued to worship the Lord faithfully, demonstrating a deep trust the God
of Israel. Her faithfulness is evident as she and her family made yearly pilgrimages
to the tabernacle at Shiloh to offer sacrifices (1 Samuel 1:3-7). Hannah's
commitment to God's commands set her apart as a woman of devotion and virtue.

Year after year, as they visited the tabernacle, Hannah's anguish over her
barrenness intensified. On one such occasion, her pain overwhelmed her, and she
poured her heart out to the Lord in fervent prayer. With tears streaming down her
face, she made a vow to God, promising that if He would give her a son, she would
give him to His service all the days of his life (1 Samuel 1:9-11).

In this prayer, Hannah's humility and submission to God are strikingly evident.
She acknowledges God's sovereignty and power, recognizing that it is only
through God’s intervention that her barrenness could be lifted. Hannah's prayer
serves as a model for believers, reminding us of the importance of bringing our
deepest desires and burdens before the Lord in heartfelt supplication (1 Peter 5:7).
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As she poured out her heart to the Lord, she made no sound only her mouth
moved. Eli the priest thought she was drunk and told her to put away the wine. But
Hannah answered him and told him she was not drunk but rather pouring out her
heart to the Lord. After that Eli told her that God would answer her prayer. And she
left and was no longer sad.

God heard the cry of Hannah's heart and answered her prayer. In due time, she
conceived and gave birth to a son, whom she named Samuel, meaning "heard by
God" (1 Samuel 1:19-20). True to her promise, once Samuel was weaned, Hannah
brought him to the tabernacle to be presented to the Lord and entrusted to the care
of the priest, Eli (1 Samuel 1:24-28).

Hannah's act of dedicating Samuel to God's service illustrates her unwavering
commitment to the Lord. She willingly gave up the joy of raising her firstborn in
her home, choosing instead to honor her vow and surrender her precious child into
the service of God. Hannah's sacrifice demonstrates her profound faith and
reliance on God's faithfulness (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Filled with gratitude and joy, Hannah offered a beautiful prayer of thanksgiving
and praise to God, commonly known as ""Hannah's Song" or the "Song of Hannah"
(1 Samuel 2:1-10). This hymn exalts God's greatness, power, and justice,
celebrating His sovereignty over all things. In her song, Hannah acknowledges
that God is the one who brings down the proud and exalts the humble,
emphasizing His role as the ultimate Judge and Ruler of the universe.

Hannah's song echoes themes found throughout Scripture, including God's care
for the needy (Psalm 113:7-9), His ability to reverse the fortunes of the
downtrodden (Luke 1:52-53), and His faithfulness to His people (Psalm 105:8). Her
prayer is a testament to her deep understanding of God's character and a reflection
of her intimate relationship with Him.
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Hannah's act of giving Samuel to the Lord marked the beginning of an
extraordinary journey for her son. Samuel grew up in the tabernacle under the
guidance of Eli, serving the Lord from a young age (1 Samuel 2:11). God blessed
Samuel abundantly and called him to be a prophet, priest, and judge over Israel (1
Samuel 3:19-20). His life and ministry played a crucial role in shaping the destiny
of Israel and preparing the way for its kings.

Hannah's story does not end with the birth of Samuel; in fact, the Bible reveals
that God continued to bless her with more children after Samuel's dedication (1
Samuel 2:21). This serves as a beautiful reminder of God's faithfulness and His
ability to bring about restoration and joy in the lives of His faithful servants.

Hannah's life exemplifies the power of faith, prayer, and surrender to God's will.
Her unwavering trust in the Lord, even in the face of immense challenges, led to
remarkable outcomes. Through her story, we are encouraged to approach God with
boldness in prayer, to lay our burdens before Him, and to trust in His sovereign
plan for our lives.

Hannah's legacy endures as a woman of devotion, humility, and perseverance,
reminding us that our faithfulness to God can have a profound impact on future
generations. Her example inspires us to seek God's will above all else, knowing
that He hears our prayers and remains faithful to His promises (Hebrews 10:23).

As we reflect on the life of Hannah, may her story kindle a fire in our hearts to seek
God with greater fervor, to trust in His plan even in times of uncertainty, and to
live a life devoted to His service and glory.
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LESSONS LEARNED

Pouring Out In Prayer: One of the most profound lessons we learn from Hannabh is
that she poured out all of her pain, anxiety, and vexation to the Lord. She did not
hold back. And she asked for exactly what she wanted.

Surrendering to God's Will: Hannah's willingness to surrender her deepest desire
—the joy of raising her firstborn son—to the service of God exemplifies the
importance of submitting to God's will. She recognized that God's plans are higher
and better than our own, and she willingly yielded to His divine purpose for
Samuel's life. This teaches us the value of yielding our desires and ambitions to
God, trusting that He knows what is best for us (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Gratitude and Worship in All Circumstances: Hannah's prayer of thanksgiving,
known as "Hannah's Song," showcases the importance of gratitude and worship
in all circumstances. Despite the challenges and heartaches she faced, Hannah
praised God for His faithfulness and sovereignty. This teaches us to maintain a
heart of gratitude, giving thanks to God even in the midst of trials.

Faithfulness in Fulfilling Vows: Hannah's commitment to fulfilling her vow to God
serves as a lesson in faithfulness and integrity. Once God answered her prayer and
granted her a son, she kept her promise and dedicated Samuel to the service of the
Lord. This reminds us of the significance of honoring our commitments to God and
others, even when fulfilling them requires sacrifice (Ecclesiastes 5:4-5).

God's Redemption and Restoration: Hannah's life illustrates God's redemptive
power and His ability to bring restoration to broken situations. Her journey from
the pain of infertility, being mocked by Peninnah to the joy of motherhood reflects
God's faithfulness to restore what is lost and turn mourning into gladness (Psalm
30:11-12). This encourages us to trust in God's faithfulness during times of trial,
knowing that He can redeem and restore every aspect of our lives.
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HANNAH'S SONG

1 Samuel 2:1-10 (ESV):

1 And Hannah prayed and said,
“My heart exults in the Lord;

my horn is exalted in the Lord.
My mouth derides my enemies,
because I rejoice in your salvation.

2 “There is none holy like the Lord:
for there is none besides you;
there is no rock like our God.

3 Talk no more so very proudly,

let not arrogance come from your mouth,;
for the Lord is a God of knowledge,

and by him actions are weighed.

£, The bows of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble bind on strength.

5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for
bread,but those who were hungry have ceased to
hunger. The barren has borne seven,

but she who has many children is forlorn.

6 The Lord kills and brings to life;
he brings down to Sheol and raises up.

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low and he exalts.

8 He raises up the poor from the dust;

he lifts the needy from the ash heap

to make them sit with princes

and inherit a seat of honor.

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's,
and on them he has set the world.

9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones,
but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness,
for not by might shall a man prevail

10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to
pieces; against them he will thunder in heaven.

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth;

he will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of
his anointed.”

1 Samuel 2:1-10 (NLT):

1 Then Hannah prayed:

“My heart rejoices in the Lord!

The Lord has made me strong.

Now I have an answer for my enemies;
I rejoice because you rescued me.

2 No one is holy like the Lord!
There is no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God.

3 “Stop acting so proud and haughty!

Don’t speak with such arrogance!

For the Lord is a God who knows what you have
done;

he will judge your actions.

£ The bow of the mighty is now broken,

and those who stumbled are now strong.

5 Those who were well fed are now starving,

and those who were starving are now full.

The childless woman now has seven children,
and the woman with many children wastes away.

6 The Lord gives both death and life;
he brings some down to the grave but raises
others up.

7 The Lord makes some poor and others rich;
he brings some down and lifts others up.

8 He lifts the poor from the dust

and the needy from the garbage dump.
He sets them among princes,

placing them in seats of honor.

For all the earth is the Lord’s,

and he has set the world in order.

9 “He will protect his faithful ones,
but the wicked will disappear in darkness.
No one will succeed by strength alone.

10 Those who fight against the Lord will be
shattered. He thunders against them from
heaven; the Lord judges throughout the earth.

He gives power to his king; he increases the
strength of his anointed one.”
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HANNAH'S SONG iS MESSiANIC

Here are some of the Messianic aspects present in Hannah's song:

1.God as the Ultimate Savior: In her song, Hannah exalts the Lord as
her Savior, emphasizing that there is no one holy like Him and no
rock like our God (1 Samuel 2:2). This echoes the Messianic promise
of a Savior who would come to deliver God's people from sin and
provide salvation for all (Luke 2:11, Titus 2:13).

2.The Annihilation of the Adversaries of the Lord: Hannah proclaims
that the adversaries of the Lord will be broken to pieces, and the
Lord will thunder against them from heaven (1 Samuel 2:10). This
foreshadows the eventual triumph of the Messiah over all His
enemies and the final judgment (Revelation 19:11-16).

3.The Lord's Anointed: Hannah speaks of the Lord giving power to
His king and increasing the strength of His anointed one (1 Samuel
2:10). This phrase points to the Messianic expectation of a future
king, who is the anointed one, or the Christ (Psalm 2:2, Acts 4:26-
27).

4. The Exaltation of the Humble: In her song, Hannah praises God for
lifting the poor from the dust and the needy from the ash heap,
placing them among princes (1 Samuel 2:8). This aligns with the
Messianic theme of the Messiah's mission to uplift the humble,
heal the brokenhearted, and bring restoration to the oppressed
(Isaiah 61:1-3, Luke 1:52).

5.The Reversal of Fortunes: Hannah describes how the bows of the
mighty are broken, while the feeble bind on strength, and those
who were well fed are now starving while the hungry have ceased to
hunger (1 Samuel 2:4-5). This echoes the Messianic promise of a
kingdom where the first will be last, and the last will be first
(Matthew 19:30, Luke 1:52-53).
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What do you think enabled Hannah to maintain her faith and devotion to
God despite facing years of disappointment and taunting from her rival,
Peninnah?

In Hannah's act of dedicating Samuel to God's service, what lessons can you
learn about surrendering your desires and dreams to God's will?
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How does Hannah's song of praise demonstrate her deep understanding of
God's character and sovereignty? How can you apply the same trust and
adoration to God in your life?

Reflecting on Peninnah's treatment of Hannah, what can you learn about
the impact of jealousy and how it affects relationships within families or
communities?
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How does Hannah's journey from despair to joy inspire you to be
more resilient in the face of trials and hardships?

What significance do you see in the fact that God chose to answer Hannah's
prayer and bless her with a son who became a prominent figure in Israel's
history?
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In what ways can you apply the lessons from Hannah's life to deepen your
understanding of God's faithfulness and how He works in your life today?

What specific challenges do you see in Hannah's story that you can relate to
in your own life? How can you draw inspiration from her example to
overcome those challenges?
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In what ways do you see the Messianic implications of Hannah's song,
particularly in the references to God's anointed one and the exaltation of the
humble, as fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus?

How does Hannah's emphasis on God's judgment and justice align with the
New Testament teachings about Jesus as the righteous Judge who will
separate the righteous from the wicked?
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Hi, my name is Patricia. Married mother of two with a mild

indoor plant addiction. CEO at Milk and Honey, where our

aim is to equip parents to faithfully and boldly train their
children to walk with the Lord all the days of their life.
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