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Editor ial
A d v i c e  f o r  t h o s e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g

d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  ?  D o n ' t !

ave you ever thought about dropping out of school? IfHo shave, you're not alone While i is not a major probien
at Southfield High School, it is estimated that nationally 25

percent of high school students drop out before they get
their diplomas. The vast majority of them have no idea of the
possible serious consequences of their actions.

Many think quitting school and succeeding on their own
today is as simple as it was in days when an education was not
as important to securing a good job. In today's world even a
high school diploma is no assurance of landing a job, no less
a well-paying position. Many employers today look for more
than the high school diploma. However, the high school
diploma is a minimum for employability.

Quite often dropouts will return to school. But unless the
original cause for leaving is uncovered and resolved, very
little may have been accomplished.

Perhaps a dropout may have left school because of teachers
ack of understanding, bad grades or immaturity. Returning
under these or similar circumstances will be almost certain
to aggravate the problem once again.

Sometimes the best alternative for a teenager contemplating
dropping out is to seek help from a counselor, teacher, relative
or close friend.

If young adults would only realize the seriousness of dropping
out, if they were able to comprehend what their future might
be, their numbers would surely diminish. Things always appear
brighter on the other side of the fence. For the dropout it rarely
is bright for very long.

H e y ,  c a g e r s !

To the Editor:

- Letters
Y e a ,  J A Y !
T o  t h e  E d i t o r :

Mike McCaskill is our man
He can play better than anyone can

Terry Darden is always there
He may not be #1 but he doesn't care

Vince Baldwin, he's a sensation
Next to McCaskill he's God's best creation

Here is something we must announce
Our huge forward named "Powerhouse"

Joey Walton known as "Silk"
Playing basketball is his ilk

Jerry Longroy's spirit can't be broken
Cause everyone knows he's the white

S S

The December issue of the Southfield
JAY was really excellent. I don't remem-
ber  an  i ssue  tha t  had  so  many  rea l l y
f ine ar t ic les that  covered a very broad
range of  interests and news. Bravo for
a job very well done!

Bever ley  B.  Gel tner
Associate Superintendent for Instruction

Southfield Public Schools

T h e  S o u t h f i e l d  J A Y  w e l c o m e s  a n d
encourages  Le t te rs  to  the  Ed i to r .  A l l

l e t t e r s  m u s t  b e  s i g n e d ,  b u t  n a m e s
w i l l b e w i t h h e l d u p o n  r e q u e s t .
Letters should be placed in Mr. Siver's
mai lbox  in  A House Of f ice .
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MAN!

Not

Carlos OR

The holidays are over

R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n

808888:

The Notebook
by Ami Goldstein

nother holiday season has passed,
and looking back on the years of
hype, I  wonder what hol iday t ime

would be l ike without plast ic trees and
electr ic l ights? | mean, how would you
feel i f  you went into a house that didn't
have pine-scent sprayed all over? Even
on our most beloved television shows the
plast ic, waving Santa is put out on the
first sign of a snowflake, which, of course
is not real.

The whole schpeil begins on Thanks-
giving Day, when the big Macy's or J.L
Hudson's  parade of f ic ia l ly  begins the
shopping season. I wonder, how did the
people  who l i ved before  the parades
k n o w  w h e n  t ob e g i n t h e i r h o l i d a y
shopping? Did they have to have a town
meet ing  to  de te rm ine  when  to  beg in
shopping, or something?

And the  shopp ing fo r  toys ,  p la tes ,
tablec loths,  swimwear,  cars and what-
ever else may be in the stores. And, of
course, the decorations and the tree start
to go up the day after Thanksgiving. The
t inse l ,  whether  s i lver  or  go ld  or  o ther
colors ,  and the co lored l ights  and the
m u l t i - c o l o r e d  o r n a m e n t s d r a p e t h e
Christmas tree, the houses are outlined
w i t h  t a c k y  l i g h t s ,  a n d  t h ew i n d o w s ,
frosted with spray snow.

Recently, p i c k e d  u p  a  c o o k i n g
magazine f e a t u r i n g a B r a n d y w i n e
Christmas. Now was that when Christmas
rea l ly  was spec ia l  ?  no t  to  say  tha t  i t
isn't now - but it was special back then.

I  am re fe r r ing  to  the  t ime when the
o ldest  man in  the fami ly  went  in to  the
fores t  w i th  h is  axe and p icked out  the
best looking tree, chopped i t  down and
set i t  up in the house. Al l  the t ime, the
chi ldren would be watch ing wide-eyed
a t  t h e  g i a n t  o f  t h e  m a n ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g
the coming of the special day.

That  n ight  meant  t r imming the t ree
w i th  popcorn  and  c ranber r ies ,  hand .
b lown  g lass  o rnaments , c a n d l e s  a n d
Christmas s t a r  h a n d e d
generation to generation.

d o w n f r o m

Couples would arrive in horse-drawn
sleigh for the tradit ional Christmas Eve
party. The house has been decorated with
fresh pine and ribbons. The same scene

is repeated for New Year's Eve.

Being together, spreading joy and love
to others and enriching the lives of
friends is what the holiday season is
really about.

Looking back on the celebrated
holiday, whether it be Christmas, New
Year's or the festival of lights one must
not think of the materialistic aspects -
for the gifts are bound to be broken
and/or lost - but rather, upon remem-
bering the1982 holiday season, one
should think of thoseone has spent
the holidays with - and those whom one
wished to spend the holidays with.

One must not remember the gifts
one's siblings received, and the gifts
which one wanted and did not receive
One should see the look in a person's
eyes when they opened their gifts. One
should remember the joy of being with
one's loved-ones and the joys of giving -
FOR THIS IS THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THE

HOLIDAY SEASON.

O n  t h e  b r i g h t  s i d e

o f  S o u t h f i e l d  H i g h

by LISA BRICKNER
JAY Staff Writer

here are so many ta lented people
at Southfield High that everywhere
you look  you  w i l l  f i nd  somebody

who is gifted at one thing or another.
Southfield High needs more spirit. We

have to get these special people to ex-
pand and share their talents. Look around
and you will see the artists, the dancers,
t h e musicians, t h e geniuses, 'and of
course the great sports people. Southfield
High should start dancing classes for the
people who are really good at it and
might want to make a career out of it
(w i th students participatingi n  t h e
teaching).

For the people who play instruments
and sing, they should all let themselves
be known to others outside their private
music groups. For instance, if you play

See BRIGHT, p.8
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J A C K ' S  D R I V I N G  S C H O O L

? Low rates for teens
? Approved by Michigan Secretary of State

5 5 7 - 8 4 4 8
D O N ' T  D E L A Y  -  S T A R T  T O D A Y !

R e f l e c t i o n s The Southfield JAY

Soicher. Zate gain experience
working in local media

b y  J I L L  P E A R L
J A Y  S t a f f  W r i t e r

he is in charge of the programming of
t h e station,assigning a i r shifts and
making sure that people are showing

wo Southfield High students are on
their way to successful careers in

the media at the age of 17. Drew
Soicher and Barry Zate are staff members
on WSHJ,SouthfieldHigh's student

operated radio station and are holding
parttime jobs in the broadcasting field.

Drew became involved with the radio
station through his brother Marc, who
was also a sports announcer for WSHJ.

He began in the ninth grade as a sports
announcer and had the same position in
the tenth grade. In his junior and senior

years he became the sports director, in
charge of all baseball, football and

up for those shifts. He is also in charge
of the other directors in the station. He
makes sure that their jobs are done and
that they do their assigned duties. This
is all done on a daily basis, and over-
seen by WSHJ General Manager, Mr.
Arthur Voisin.

"My training began the first day that
I entered the station. Unlike other pro-
grams within this school, the  rad io
station offers a unique kind of training -
the students learn by t h e i re r r o r s .
believe that is the best kind of training
anyone can receive,because i f  you
know what is going to go wrong, then

B e c o m e  a  m o d e l  . . .

o r  l o o k  l i k e  o n e

Enhance your appearance
cultivate your personality
enrich your life ...
discover it all
at "genesis".

Classes now forming..

call for personal
consul tat ion. . .

8 5 5 - 0 3 5 5

m a n i e  a n d  o r c h a r o  L a r e  r o a o s

i n  W e s t  B l o o m f i e l d  a t  O r c h a r d  M a l l

g e n e s i s

MODELING & FINISHING SCHOOL
at Orchard Mall

WHEN WE SAY "Hor HITs!" - WE MEAN IT!

W H Y T

W H Y T

W H Y T

W H Y T
Each week we survey Detroit area record stores
to determine the sounds you like best. This is
the music - the ONLY music - you'll hear on
WHYL.

WHAT YOU WANT IS WHAT WE PLAY ON WHYT 96 FM

H o  H I T s !  9 6  M

B a r r y  Z a t e

basketball broadcasting and hourly and
nightly sports reports.

"Everything I learned about the radio
s ta t ion  i s  acc red i ted  to  Mr .S n e d d o n ,
who was the former general manager of
s t a t i o n  i sa c c r e d i t e d  t o  M r .  R o b e r t
Sneddon,  who was the former general
manager of the stat ion, Barry Zate and
m y  b r o t h e r  M a r c .  I n  n i n t h  g r a d e  M r .
Sneddon taught me all the fundamentals
of the stat ion. For the past three years
Bar ry  Za te  has  taught  me the  th ings  l
hadn't learned. And as far as being on the
air I learned from my brother.

"T 've a lways been interested in the
communications f ield. When my brother

andI  were younger  we used to  broad;
cast everything. We broadcasted table
t o p  b a s e b a l l  g a m e s , n e r f  b a s k e t b a l l
games and everything else that we did
Right  then I  knew I  was very much in-
terested in the field."

In  November ,  TV spor tscaster  Mark
Barrash cal led Southf ie ld High School
and asked Mr. Richard Welkenbach for
the most knowledgable sports director.
Mr. Welkenbach recommended Drew and
he began working for WJBK-TV, Channel
2. Drew works with Barrash and selects
highl ights from the sport ing events and
also writes part of Barrash's script for the
11:00 pm news.

6 6 5 h e  j o b  i s  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k .  b u t
it offers me valuable experience
for the future. I t  also offers me

free tickets to all sport events," Soicher
sa id .

Drew plans on going into communica-
tions as either a broadcaster or a journal.
i s t .  Bo th  f a l l  unde r  t he  f i e l d  o f  com-
munications.

" I  go t  invo lved  in  the  rad io  s ta t ion
by acc ident , "  exc la imed Zate." W h e n  I
w a s  a  f r e s h m a n ,  m y  c o u n s e l o r  a c c i -
d e n t a l l y  p u t  m e  d o w n  f o r  t h e  w r o n g
class. I  was supposed to take a broad-
casting/speech class, rather than WSHJ.
When I  was placed in i t ,  I  decided that
Thad liked it and I stayed with it."

B a r r y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s /
program director,  which in short means

D r e w  S o i c h e r

c h a n c e s  a r e  y o u  j u s t  w o n ' t  d o  t h e
wrong th ing.  As for  my learn ing.  I  jus t
s tuck around af ter  school ,  and t r ied to
pick up everyth ing I  could.  I  would ask
quest ions,  and then exper iment  mysel f
unt i l l  got  to know the correct  way to do
i t . "

arry just began working at "Those
G u y s  i n  D e t r o i t , "  a  p r o d u c e r  o f
r a d i op r o g r a m s . M a n y o f  t h e

company's productions are carried on the
ABC radio network, along with hundreds
of stations across the country. He will
be working in the studios located in
Birmingham as a production coordinator,
and in the field as a reporter for the
radio show "You're Hearing America,"
which is aired on 48 stations in the US,
and over the ABC radio network.

"The owner of the station called
WSHJ and asked if there was anyone
interested in working at a radio pro-
gramming facility. I was chosen and
went. I showed the owner what I could
do and he hired me on the spot."

Barry has also worked at WXYZ, as
an assistant producer for the "Sportstalk"
program and worked at Radio Pro-
gramming and Management, which pro-
duces radio programming for 78 radio
stations across the US. In addition, he
also has worked at Teleprompter Cable
TV as a camera soundman and at WCZY,
WDRQ, WOMC and WMJC in the pro-
duction and engineering departments.

"The experience in the radio market
is great! I love it! The job that I am
currently working at is for pay, while the
previous places have been both volunteer
and for pay. A lot of them were intern-
ships in which I gained experience in the
station while gaining credit in the radio
class at school.

"I certainly hope to go into com-
munications in the future. I intend to
go to college and get a degree in com-
munication and then move on to bigger
and better things. I hope to someday
work on the air at a large station, and
in the distant future, I would really love
to own my own station."














