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The Passive Voice in Greek

H mabyrixy @awvij ore eAdnvikd

In the active voice, the subject does the action. In the passive voice, the subject recezves it. Greek
shows this by changing the verb's endings — and by reshaping the whole sentence. This handout

shows you the difference, how to turn active into passive in three clear steps, and the points to watch.

Active — the subject does the action

O Tiavvyg wAypave Tov vdAdydo. (Giannis pays the employee.)

Passive — the subject receives the action

O vradAhog mAypisverar and rov Tidvyy. (The employee is paid by Giannis.)

Turning active into passive — in 3 steps

Worked example: H etoupeio mAinpwver tov vtdddndo. (The company pays the employee.)

sTEP 1 Object — Subject

Tov VaAAYAo (accusative) — o VTAAAYAog (nominative)

sTEP 2 Verb — Passive

TAYPOVEL — TANpWVETOL (it now agrees with o vmd)lyog)

sTEP 3 Subject — Agent

v eTaupelo (nominative) — oo Tyv eTaupeio (amd + accusative)

O vradiniog TAYpwVETOL QIO TV ETOLPEL.

The employee is paid by the company.
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Passive verb forms — present

The present passive of ypaw (to write). The ending is the whole story — you will use the third person

(Ypapetar, ypagovrat) most often.

‘ PRONOUN PASSIVE FORM MEANING

eye pa@oy.ou L am written

ey ypo’ccpeo‘ou You are written
avtds / avtyj / avrd ypo’ccpa'rou he /she / it is written
euels 'ypoccpo' procte we are written

eoelc YpopeoTe you (pl.) are written
avrol / avtée / avtd ypo’ccpov'rou they are written

Passive verb forms — past (aorist)

» e

Real passive sentences are often in the past (“it was built”, “it was written”). Here is ypapw —

YPAPTY KA.
N s

£y YooK L was written

£qv YeaPpTYKES you were written

avtds / avtij / avtd YeapTrKe he / she / it was written

gueic -ypacp*rﬁxocy.s we were written

eoels 'ypwp'rﬁwcwre you (pl.) were written

avrol / avtéc / avtd ypo'ccp'rmcow they were written

How to form the passive ending

‘ WHEN ENDING EXAMPLE

Present - -w verbs -opou Ypapw — ypapopal
Present - -¢) / -6w verbs -LEpoL / -ovpat | oyored — oryerriépou
Past - most verbs -Onxo aryorrey —> eryorrr)Onxa
Past - -{w verbs -oTY KO SuafBale — dPaotyia
Past - -pw / -Bo / -w -pTYKO. YPAPw —> YPAPTY KL
Past - -cyvw verbs -06vKo TANpwVL — TANpwinKa
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Quick tip: in the past, the most common passive ending by far is -6vxe.. When in doubt, that's

your best first guess.

What your students should watch out for

* Mind the case change. The active object (accusative) becomes the passive subject (nominative).

Watch the article: Tov — o, ™y — 3, 10 — 70.

* “by” = amé + accusative. Use a6 tov / mqv / 7o... Never use pe (that means “with” / by means

of) and never the genitive.

¢ The verb agrees with the new subject. It matches the receiver in person and number — not

the agent. To BiPXio diaPaleton / To Biffhio Sraalovreu.

* Only verbs with a direct object can go passive. Verbs like myyaivw, pévw, xotpdumar have no

object to promote, so they have no passive.

* You can drop the agent — and often should. When the doer is unknown or unimportant: To

omitt ytiotnre To 1920. Passive is often used exactly to avoid naming who did it.

* Not every -opot verb is a passive. épyouat, xaBopat, Buudpar, xotuapar only exist in this form —

they are not the passive of anything, so don't try to “convert” them.

* Passive or reflexive? miévopan can mean “I am washed” (passive) or “I wash myself” (reflexive).

Context decides — an amé-agent makes it clearly passive.

Active - Passive: see them side by side

‘ ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE

H Mapia etotpalet to deimvo. To deimvo eTowpaleTan awd T Mapio.
Maria prepares dinner. Dinner is prepared by Maria.

O oxddog ddykwae Tov Tayudpouo. O Toyudpopog doyxwbyxe ams Tov oxvlo.
The dog bit the postman. The postman was bitten by the dog.

Ot epyditeg éxTioay To omitt. To omit ytioTyKe (amwo TOUg gpyaTES).

The workers built the bouse. The house was built (by the workers).

‘Olot ayamroty ] yiaytd. H yuya ayaméron awd hovs.

Everyone loves grandma. Grandma is loved by everyone.

O ddoxatog emarvei Tovg padnté. O pafbytég emarvodvral amé Tov daoralo.
The teacher praises the students. The students are praised by the teacher.

Your turn — quick practice

Rewrite each active sentence in the passive voice. The cue shows the tense to keep.
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[present] O @ovpvapns Yvel To Yowul.
[present] H daoxdda diopBavel T TeoT.
[present] O xynmovpés motilel T Aovhovdio.
[past] O teyvitys épriage To Tpamel.
[past] O matépag ayxdiioce To watdi.

[present] ‘Olot Bavudlovy v Axpémodn.
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