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The "Is This Idea Ready for My Readers?" Writing Project Checklist 

You’ve got The Big Idea. It’s brilliant. It’s beautiful. It keeps you up at night 
in the best way possible. But before you dive headfirst into a whirlwind of 
words and caffeine, let's do a quick pre-flight check. Is your idea ready for 
the real world? And more importantly, are you? 

Use this checklist to find out. Don't worry about a perfect score; the goal is 
awareness, not judgment. 

 

Part 1: The Core Idea (Is It Bulletproof?) 

☐ The One-Sentence Pitch: Can I clearly and compellingly describe my 
project's core concept in a single sentence? (If you can't, your reader won't 
be able to, either.) 

☐ The Ideal Reader: Do I have a crystal-clear picture of who this is for? 
Can I describe their problem, their desire, and why they would choose my 
work over Netflix? 

☐ The "So What?" Factor: What value does this project provide? Does it 
solve a problem, offer an escape, teach a skill, or provide a unique 
perspective? What will my reader do, feel, or know after they've finished? 

☐ The Unique Angle: What makes my project different from what's already 
out there? (Hint: "It's written by me" is a start, but we need more.) 

☐ The Viability Check: Have I done a quick search to see if there's an 
audience for this kind of work? (A little market awareness goes a long 
way.) 

Part 2: The Head Game (Are You Mentally Fortified?) 

 



 

☐ The "Why": Do I have a powerful, personal reason for tackling this 
project, right now? (This is the fuel you'll need when motivation sputters.) 

☐ The Messy Middle Pact: Am I mentally prepared for the inevitable 
slog—the part where the initial excitement fades and it just feels like work? 
(Because there's always a messy middle.) 

☐ The Impostor Tamer: Do I have a plan for when self-doubt and the inner 
critic show up to the party? (e.g., a supportive friend, a file full of praise, a 
reminder of my "why.") 

☐ The Professional Mindset: Am I ready to treat this like a commitment, 
with dedicated time and focus, rather than a whimsical hobby I'll get to 
"someday"? 

Part 3: The Plan & The Process (Do You Have a Map?) 

☐ The Skeleton: Do I have at least a bare-bones outline or roadmap? (A 
GPS, however basic, is better than just "driving west.") 

☐ The Time & The Place: Have I realistically identified when and where I 
am going to write? Is this time blocked off and protected? 

☐ The Realistic Goal: Do I have a target word count (or project scope) and 
a flexible-but-firm deadline in mind? Have I broken it down into smaller, 
less-terrifying milestones? 

☐ The "Stuff" System: Do I have a simple system for organizing notes, 
research, and drafts? (e.g., a dedicated folder, Scrivener, Notion, Substack, 
or a very large corkboard.) 

Part 4: The Resources (Is Your Support System in Place?) 

☐ The Tools: Are my essential writing tools (laptop, software, favorite pen) 
ready to go? No technical excuses allowed. 



 

☐ The A-Team (Early Draft): Have I identified at least one person who 
could be a critique partner or beta reader when the time is right? 

☐ The A-Team (Polished Draft): Am I aware of where I might find a 
professional editor when I'm ready for that step? (Foresight prevents 
panic.) 

☐ The Community: Do I have a support network? (A writing group, a 
Pen2Profit member community, a mentor—somewhere to celebrate wins 
and troubleshoot problems.) 

 

The Verdict: 

If you've checked off more than half of these boxes, you're in a fantastic 
position to begin. If not, don't despair! You've just created a to-do list to get 
yourself truly ready for success. Now go make something amazing. 
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