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When the Inner Child Runs the Show

Does any of this sound a little too familiar?
“I get jealous. | cling. Deep down, I'm terrified you'll leave.” — Sarah, 33

“One tiny comment... and | spiral for hours. It's like I'm broken and can’t
take criticism.” — Rosita, 24

“My fuse is short. | snap easily. Most days, my anxiety runs the show.” —
Akiko, 39

“If 'm not perfect, I'm nothing. So | push harder... but | never feel good
enough.” — Karen, 54

“I say yes when | mean no. | avoid conflict like the plague. I've been a
people-pleaser my whole life.” — Shonda, 48

If you see yourself in even one of these...
There’s a younger version of you still
waiting to be seen.

Still waiting to be loved.

Still waiting to feel safe.

And this book?
It's for her.
And it's for you.
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About InnerKinder

InnerKinder is a safe space where you can become your best self

It's a space for anyone who feels ready to heal the parts of themselves
that were never seen, never heard, never nurtured. The kid inside you - the
one who still wonders if they're too much or not enough - deserves
kindness. At InnerKinder, we know you have untold inner strength. We're
here to walk with you on your journey to recognize unhealthy coping
mechanisms, break through toxic patterns and realize your true potential -
offering tools, support, and gentle reminders that everything you need is
already within you.

</ To explore more resources and support your journey, visit us anytime
at www.innerkinder.com - you're always welcome here.

INNERKINDER

GROW FROM WITHIN



http://www.innerkinder.com/
https://www.innerkinder.com

“You can’t go back and

change the beginning,

b

-

but you can start where you

are and change the ending.”

— C.§. LEWIS
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Introduction

Why Reparenting Is the Missing Link

Here's what you probably already know:
e You had a tough childhood (even if you don't feel that your parents
were physically or emotionally abusive).
e Your adult patterns - anxiety, people-pleasing, anger, low self-esteem
- are connected to it.
e You've read books, tried meditation, maybe even had therapy.
And yet... something still feels broken.

Here's the truth:
You’'re not broken. You’re unparented.

401,



Childhood Trauma: The Numbers Don’t Lie
©61% of adults had at least one Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE).

v

4+ ACEs? You're 12x more likely to attempt suicide, 4x more likely to
suffer from depression, and significantly more prone to addiction,
autoimmune issues, and toxic relationships (ACE study, CDC).

Unresolved trauma keeps your brain in survival mode: fight, flight, freeze,

or fawn.

Why Therapy Alone Isn’t Enough

Therapy helps you understand—but understanding isn't healing.

Reparenting is about giving your inner child the experiential safety they
never had.

02

Thanks to neuroplasticity, your
brain can rewire itself. Practices
like mindfulness, self-compassion,
and “parts work” (recognizing and
working on the different parts of
yourself, especially the ones that
were suppressed or neglected in
your childhood) physically change
your emotional circuitry. They
shrink the fear centers in the brain
and strengthen the calm, wise,
nurturing circuits.
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The Foundation —
Understanding the Inner Child

Who Is the Inner Child (And Why They
Still Run the Show)

The inner child is the part of you that holds your
earliest emotional memories—especially the unmet
needs, wounds, and beliefs formed before you even
had words.

They remember the pain you've tried to forget:
e The silence when you needed comfort.
e The scolding when you showed emotion.
e The pressure to be good, smart, quiet, useful,
small.

And here’s the kicker: Your inner child never grew up.
They live inside you still - stuck at the age you were
when your deepest needs went unmet.

When someone ignores your text, criticizes your
work, or pulls away emotionally, that child takes
over. And your adult self gets hijacked by emotional
flashbacks

—03—



How Childhood Trauma Shapes Your Adult Life

Let's be clear: Trauma doesn’t only come from abuse. It
can come from emotional neglect, inconsistent
caregiving, or simply growing up in a home where it
wasn't safe to express feelings.

If you:
e Overreact to small things and feel ashamed
afterwards
e Struggle with boundaries or can’t say no without
guilt
e Push people away before they can leave you
e Feellike you don’t deserve love or success

..there’'s a good chance your inner child is in pain.

Research Backs This Up:

e 68% of adults retain their childhood attachment
style - until they actively work to change it (Bowlby,
Attachment Theory).

e Inner child-focused therapies like Internal Family
Systems (IFS) and Schema Therapy reduce PTSD
and trauma responses by 76%+ (IFS Institute
Clinical Results).

Our brains are wired for connection, but trauma
rewires them for protection. That’s why healthy

relationships are difficult for wounded people.

- RYAN NORTH
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Signs Your Inner Child is Crying Out for Healing

Use this checklist. The more that resonate, the more your inner child needs

healing.

O0000000ogo

0

| feel ashamed for needing help or love.

| panic when someone’s upset with me.

| feel like I'm “too much” or “not enough.”

| second-guess myself constantly.

| crave love but feel unsafe when | get it.

| struggle to rest or play without guilt.

| often think, “What's wrong with me?”

| feel numb, disconnected, or like I'm faking it.
| hate how | react, but | can’t seem to stop.

| have trouble starting and/or finishing things because | put so much
pressure on myself to do everything perfectly.

I'm a classic Type A overachiever.




What Reparenting Rea]ly Means (and What It’s Not)

Reparenting is not about blaming

your parents or becoming “perfect.”
It's about becoming the safe, loving

caregiver you always needed.

It's about learning to:

06

Talk to yourself with kindness
Set boundaries that protect, not
punish

Grieve what you never got
Build new habits that tell your
nervous system: We're safe
now

Next Up

I What It’s Not:

e |t's not toxic positivity.

e |t's not forcing yourself to
forgive before you've healed.,

e |t's not bypassing pain with
pretty affirmations.

Reparenting is radical self-
loyalty. It's choosing to stay with
yourself - even when you're
messy, scared, or spiraling. It's
doing the work to give your inner
child what it needs.

v We move into Part 2, where we’'ll cover the 25 essential
practices across 5 life-changing pillars - starting with how to
create emotional safety and calm your body’s trauma

response.
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25 Essential Practices

Healing is an art. It takes time.

[t takes practice. It takes love.

- MAZA DOHTA
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Pillar 1: Emotional Safety & Regulation

Practices to Soothe Your Nervous System and Create Inner Calm
Before we can love, nurture, or guide our inner child, we need one thing first:
safety.

You can’t heal while your body is in survival mode. When your nervous
system thinks you're in danger—even if the threat is emotional, like rejection

or criticism—it overrides logic, shuts down compassion, and runs old scripts.

Reparenting starts here: calming your nervous system so the inner child can
finally exhale.
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Practice 1: The “Safe Place” Visualization

What It Does: Creates a mental sanctuary your inner child can return to
anytime you feel overwhelmed or emotionally flooded.

% How To Practice:

@ Why It Works: 1.Close your eyes. Take 3 slow
Visualization activates the breaths, longer on the exhale.
same parts of the brain as 2.lmagine a place where your
real-life experiences. When inner child feels completely safe.
you vividly imagine a safe It could be real or made up - a

cozy treehouse, a warm blanket
fort, a peaceful garden.

3.Add sensory details: What do
you see? Hear? Smell? Feel
under your feet?

space, your body begins to
feel safe - reducing cortisol,
slowing the heart rate, and
releasing calming

neurotransmitters. :
4.lmagine your younger self there.

What do they need right now?
Offer it.

5.Stay here for 2-5 minutes daily
- or longer during stress.
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Practice 2: Somatic Soothing — Releasing the Freeze

What It Does: Helps release trapped trauma energy from the body by
using movement and breath to shift out of shutdown or panic.

@ Why It Works:

Trauma isn't just a story in the mind—it’'s stored in the body. According to
Dr. Bessel van der Kolk, author of The Body Keeps the Score, trauma gets
trapped when we're unable to complete a fight-or-flight response.
Releasing it physically allows the nervous system to reset.

% Try These:
e Vagus Nerve Stimulation:
o Humming (activates the vagus via vocal cords)
o Splash cold water on your face or hold ice in
your hands
o Slow belly breathing (inhale 4, exhale 6)
e Shaking It Out (as seen in trauma recovery in
animals):
o Stand, shake your arms, legs, shoulders
vigorously for 30 seconds
o Then stop. Feel your feet. Breathe. Notice the
calm return.
e Tapping (EFT):
o Gently tap acupressure points (e.g., above
eyebrows, under eyes, chin) while saying:

“Even though | feel I'm safe now.

| choose compassion.”

—10—



Practice 3: The “Name It to Tame It” Technique

What It Does: Helps you reduce
emotional overwhelm by labeling
your feelings in the moment.

@ Why It Works:

Naming your emotions activates
the prefrontal cortex (your rational
brain), which soothes the amygdala
(your fear center). Dr. Daniel Siegel
coined this term, showing how
simply stating your emotion brings
down its intensity.

%€ Use This Prompt:

e “Right now, I notice | feel

e “And I'm allowed to feel that.”

Example:

“| notice | feel anxious. Underneath
that, | feel like a little kid waiting to
be yelled at. And I'm allowed to
feel that.”

11
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Practice 4: The Daily Safety Check-In

What It Does: Builds a daily ritual that teaches your nervous system it's
safe to slow down and feel.

@ Why It Works:

Regular, intentional self-attunement rewires the brain for secure
attachment. When you check in - not just when things are bad, but daily -
you show your inner child: | see you. I'm staying.

% Try This 3-Minute Ritual:
1.Sit quietly. Put a hand on your chest or belly.
2.Ask:
o “How am | feeling right now?”
o “What do | need?”
o “How can | offer that to myself today?”
3.Bonus: End with this affirmation:
“You're not alone anymore. I've got you.”
You can journal it, say it aloud, or simply feel into it.




Practice 5: Anchor Touch — Regulating Through Sensation

What It Does: Uses physical self-contact to signal safety to your body
during emotional stress or panic.

@ Why It Works:

Touch activates oxytocin, the bonding and soothing hormone. For many
trauma survivors, affectionate touch was unpredictable or unsafe - this
practice rewrites that experience from the inside out.

% Try One of These:
e Hand Over Heart: Gentle pressure, slow breath. “I'm safe. I'm here.”
e Butterfly Hug (used in EMDR): Cross arms over chest, tap shoulders
back and forth.
e Soothing Pressure: Hold your arms, press palms together, or lay under
a heavy blanket.

Use during conflict, shame spirals, or anytime you feel like you're “too
much.”
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J Recap: Why These 5 Practices Matter

Without emotional safety, healing feels impossible. These tools give your
body and brain proof that it's okay to slow down, to feel, to stay. That's
how you begin building trust - not just with others, but with yourself.

Next Up

v Next, we'll move into Pillar 2: Inner Dialogue & Self-
Compassion - where you'll learn how to rewire the voice in
your head and transform your inner critic into an inner
caregiver.
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Pillar 2: Inner Dialogue & Self-Compassion

Transforming the Way You Speak to Your Inner Child
If you grew up hearing things like:
e “You're too sensitive.”
e “Stop crying or I'll give you something to cry about.”
e “Good job - but why didn't you get an A+?”

Then chances are, your inner dialogue has turned into a bully.

Here's the truth: You didn’t internalize your parents’ voices because they
were right - you did it because you were too young to know better.

In reparenting, you consciously replace that voice with one that is calm,
compassionate, and rooted in truth. Not the truth of your trauma, but the
truth of your worth.

—15—



Practice 6: Compassion Scripts to Calm the Inner Critic

What It Does: Interrupts self-shaming thoughts and
replaces them with grounding, nurturing responses.

@ Why It Works:

e According to Dr. Kristin Neff, people high in self-
compassion experience 48% less anxiety, greater
emotional resilience, and more motivation - not less.
That's because shame shuts down progress.
Compassion encourages safety, which fuels growth.

% Try This:
1.When you hear the inner critic say something like:
“You're lazy. You're never going to get this right.”
2. Use this 3-part compassion script:
e Acknowledge the pain: “This is really hard right

now.
e Normalize it: “A lot of people struggle with this too.” —I'M-
e Offer kindness: “I'm doing the best | can - and that's ﬁ_':l-_o!’ﬂ)

enough for today.”

Repeat often. Write them down. Post them where you'll
see them.

You've been criticising yourself for years and
it hasn’t worked. Try approving of yourself

and see what happens.
_ LOUISE HAY
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Practice 7: The 3-to-1 Rewiring Rule
What It Does: Rebalances your internal narrative by emphasizing
positive, compassionate thoughts - without bypassing real feelings.

@ Why It Works:

Neuroscience tells us that negative experiences stick like Velcro, while
positive ones slide off like Teflon. We need a ratio of at least 3 positive
interactions to counteract 1 negative one (Barbara Fredrickson’s positivity
research).

% How To Use It:
When you notice a negative thought:
e Acknowledge it (don't suppress).
e Follow it up with three kind, grounding statements.

Example:

“I'm so behind on everything.”

— “I've handled hard days before.”

— “I'm allowed to go at my own pace.”

— “Progress doesn’t have to be perfect.”




Practice 8: The Third-Person Self-Talk Shift

What It Does: Gives you emotional distance from overwhelming thoughts
and helps you respond like a wise caregiver.

18

@ Why It Works:

A University of Michigan
study showed that people
who used third-person self-

talk (e.g., “You're doing okay,

[Name]”) experienced 2x
faster emotional recovery
from stress.

This is especially powerful in
trauma recovery because it
mimics the voice of a caring
parent.

% Try This:
When triggered or spiraling, speak
aloud or write:

e “[Your Name], you're safe now.”
e “[Your Name], you did nothing

wrong. You're allowed to rest.”
e “[Your Name], I'm with you.

You're not alone anymore.”
It might feel awkward at first.

That's okay. Awkward is a sign of
rewiring.
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Practice 9: Letter Writing to Your Inner Child
What It Does: Bridges the gap between your adult self and your younger
parts, building emotional connection and empathy.

@ Why It Works:

Letter writing engages multiple brain regions: emotional processing,
memory, and rational thinking. It creates space for inner dialogue - a
conversation between the "you" of then and the "you" of now.

% Try These Prompts:
1. From You to Your Inner Child:
o “Dear little me, here’s what | want you to
know...”
o “l saw how alone you felt. I'm so sorry you
went through that.”
o “You didn’t deserve what happened. I'm here

now.

2. From Your Inner Child to You:
o “Dear grown-up me, here’s what | need...”
o “I'm scared when you ignore me.”
o “l just want you to play with me and say I'm
enough.”

Optional: Read these aloud in front of a mirror. It's
okay to cry. Crying is healing.

—19—



Practice 10: Mirror Work — Practicing Emotional Visibility

What It Does: Teaches you to see and speak to yourself with presence and
acceptance - something many trauma survivors never received.

@ Why It Works:

Most of us learned to hide or perform instead of being emotionally visible.
Mirror work helps the brain build neural familiarity with self-recognition,
reducing self-alienation and increasing self-acceptance.

% How to Start:
e Look into your eyes in the mirror, just for 30 seconds a day.
e Say one of these:
o “| see you. You matter.”
o “I'm not going to leave you.”
o “You don’t have to earn love. You already are it.”

Start with soft affirmations. Over time, add in apologies, validations, even
celebrations.

This is powerful stuff. Do it gently.
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d Recap: What Changes When You Change Your Inner
Dialogue

Your thoughts aren’t just thoughts. They're neural instructions.

And every time you respond to yourself with kindness, you're building a
new emotional language - one your inner child understands as love.
This is the beginning of earned secure attachment - to yourself.

The next step in our journey is Pillar 3: Boundaries, Needs & Self-Trust,
where we’ll dive into the heart of what your inner child was never taught:
how to honor your “no,” protect your peace, and stop self-abandoning.




Pillar 3: Boundaries, Needs & Self-Trust

Learning to Protect Your Inner Child Without Guilt
Most of us never learned how to protect our emotional space - we learned
how to earn love by abandoning ourselves.

We became:
e People-pleasers to stay safe.
e Perfectionists to avoid punishment.
e Caretakers so we'd be needed.
e Overachievers so we'd feel worthy.

Reparenting means stepping in and saying:
“No more. | protect you now.”

This pillar is about identifying your needs, setting guilt-free boundaries, and
building the kind of self-trust that says, “I've got me.”
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Practice 11: Identify & Prioritize Core Needs

What It Does: Helps you reconnect with the basic emotional needs your
inner child still has - and learn how to meet them as an adult.

@ Why It Works:

e Children whose needs went unmet often grow into adults who feel
guilty for even having needs. This practice brings them back into
conscious awareness, so you stop trying to get others to meet what
you haven't named for yourself.

% Try This:
Use this list of core needs. Choose your Top 5 that feel most unmet:
e Safety e Creativity
e Belonging e Play
e Autonomy e Respect
e Rest e Validation
e Affection e Space
Then ask:

e “How am | trying to meet this need right now?”
e “What would it look like to meet this directly?”

Example: If you need validation, are you seeking it through overworking or
people-pleasing? What would it look like to validate yourself instead?

The Core Needs Tree:

Imagine your psyche as a tree. The roots are
your unmet childhood needs, and the leaves are
the adult patterns that grew out of them.
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Practice 12: Saying “No” Without Guilt

What It Does: Teaches you to set boundaries that protect your peace
and honor your needs - without shame or self-betrayal.

@ Why It Works:

If saying no feels dangerous, it's because you were conditioned to believe
your needs are a threat to connection. In reality, saying “no” is a loving
act of self-protection - and the nervous system can learn to tolerate it.

%€ Guilt-Free Boundary Scripts:
e “I'm not available for that, but | hope it works out for you.”
e “Unfortunately, | can't commit to that right now.”
e “| need time to think about it, so for now the answer is no.”
e “Thanks for asking. I'm prioritizing my peace this week.”

Start small. Practice with low-stakes people. Build up tolerance for the
discomfort that comes with honoring yourself.

—24—



Practice 13: Parts Mapping — Understanding Inner Saboteurs

What It Does: Helps you make sense of conflicting behaviors - why you say
you want peace but create chaos, or want love but push it away.

@ Why It Works:

IFS (Internal Family Systems) therapy teaches us that we all have
different “parts” of ourselves. These parts are trying to protect the
inner child - even if their strategies (perfectionism, procrastination,
overgiving) are outdated.

% How to Start:
Create a simple parts map. A template is provided for you on the

following page. Identify the parts of you that show up when you're:
e Triggered

Avoiding something

Overworking

Lashing out

Shutting down

Example:
e The Overachiever — protects you from feeling "not good enough"
e The People-Pleaser - tries to prevent rejection
e The Controller — masks fear by micromanaging life

Ask:
e “What is this part afraid of?”
e “What does it need to feel safe?”
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PARTS MAPPING WORKSHEET

The Ovevachievey

Je

The People-Pleaser

Je

The Contvoller

The Perfectionist

Je

The Caregiveyr

Je

S

/Shows up when I feel...

S

/Shows up when | feel...

/Shows up when | feel...

-

-

/Shows up when | feel...

/Shows up when I feel...

o
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Practice 14: Build a Self~Trust Contract

What It Does: Restores trust with yourself after years of breaking
promises to your needs, your truth, and your boundaries.

@ Why It Works:

Many trauma survivors feel like they can’t rely on themselves. Self-trust
isn’t built in grand gestures - it's built in daily, consistent micro-actions
that tell your nervous system, | will not abandon you again.

% Try This:
Create a Self-Trust Contract. Keep it short
and simple.

For example:

“| promise to pause before | say yes.

| promise to check in with my needs each day.
| promise to rest when I'm tired.

| promise to have my own back - even when

others don't.”
Sign it. Date it. Keep it where you'll see it.

And most importantly: Honor this commitment

to yourself. Keep it sacred.
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Practice 15: Stop Self—Abandoning — The Pause Before the

Pattern

What It Does: Interrupts
unconscious self-betrayal patterns
by giving your adult self a moment
to reparent instead of react.

@ Why It Works:
Self-abandonment isn’t a conscious
choice - it's a survival reflex. But if
you can pause before saying “yes”
to what hurts, or “no” to what you
need, you create a window for
reparenting.

Stop Tune In

28

%€ Use the STOP Framework:

e S: Stop — Pause the action or
reaction

e T: Tune In — “What am |
feeling right now?”

e O: Own It - “l want to say yes,
but | don’t feel safe.”

e P: Parent It - “What would my
inner child want me to
choose?”

This practice rewires reactive
behavior into reflective choice.

Parent It
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Boundaries aren’'t walls - they're doors you control.
Needs aren’t selfish - they’re biological requirements.
Self-trust isn’t perfection - it's consistency and kindness over time.

Reparenting through this pillar teaches you that you are no longer at the
mercy of old patterns - you have choices now. You are safe to say no.
Safe to slow down. Safe to want more.

Next up: Pillar 4 — Healing the Past & Grieving the Loss. This is where we
go deep. We'll confront the painful memories, unmet needs, and inner
wounds that keep your inner child stuck - and learn to finally let go, with
compassion and truth.

Let’'s go. § This is the brave part.




Pillar 4: Healing the Past & Grieving the Loss

Facing What Hurt You So You Can Finally Let It Go
Your inner child isn't asking for revenge.

They're asking to be seen. To be believed.

To know that it wasn’t their fault.

Grieving your childhood isn’t about blaming your parents forever - it’s
about acknowledging the pain, mourning what you didn’t get, and letting

go of the fantasy that it will one day be fixed.

This is emotional adulthood.
And it's how you finally free yourself.
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Practice 16: Revisiting Childhood Memories With Compassion

What It Does: Gently reopens emotional memories in a safe, structured

way to process what was never fully felt.

@ Why It Works:
Unprocessed memories can keep us stuck in emotional time loops. When

we revisit them with the presence of our adult self, we create the

emotional closure our brain never got.

%£ Guided Reflection:
e Choose a childhood memory that still holds a charge (even a small
one).

e Visualize your younger self in that moment.

e Ask:
o “What were you feeling?”
o “What did you need that you didn’t get?”
o “What would you say to that younger version of you now?”

Write it down. Cry if you need to. Then say:
“You never should have had to go through that alone. I'm here now.”




Practice r7: Grieving the Parent You Never Had

What It Does: Helps release the fantasy of the “ideal parent” and process
the pain of unmet needs and emotional neglect.

@ Why It Works:

Many of us unconsciously cling to hope that our parent will change,
apologize, or finally show up the way we need them to. Letting go of that
fantasy is painful - but it's also the key to freedom. It's also vital to creating
a new way of interacting with your parent(s), and anyone else in your life
who isn't giving you what you need. You have to grieve the loss of the
person you needed them to be and then redefine your relationship with
them (if you still have one) to prevent future disappointments or betrayals.

% Try This Letter Ritual:
Write a letter with three parts:
1.What | Needed: "l needed you to protect me... to see me... to tell me |
was enough."
2.What | Got: "Instead, | got silence. Distance. Criticism."
3.What I'm Letting Go Of: "| release the need for you to be who you
never were. | give that job to myself now."

You don’t have to send it. You just have to mean it.

In the narrative of our lives, we have the choice to
write a new chapter, one of presence and

unconditional love.
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Practice 18: Reparenting Core Wounds — Abandonment, Shame, Fear

What It Does: Identifies your deepest emotional wounds and shows how to
meet them with present-day nurturing.

@ Why It Works:

According to Schema Therapy, core wounds like abandonment,
defectiveness, and emotional deprivation form before age 7 - and drive
adult dysfunction until they’re healed.

% Common Core Wounds & Reparenting Responses:
e Abandonment = “I'm not leaving you. Ever.”
 Shame / Defectiveness = “There is nothing wrong with you.”
e Fear of Conflict = “You're safe now. You don’t have to perform to be
loved. You deserve to be heard.”
e Emotional Neglect = “Your feelings make sense. I'm here to feel them
with you.”

Use these as daily mantras or pair them with journaling.
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Practice 19: Memory Reprocessing Techniques (EMDR-
Style Journaling)

What It Does: Creates a neurobiological shift by updating the brain’s
emotional files attached to old memories.

@ Why It Works:

Trauma memories are stored without time stamps - so they feel like
they’re happening now. EMDR and imagery rescripting help “reprocess”
them so your brain learns: It’s over.

%X Try This Visualization-Journal Combo:
1.Choose a triggering past event.
2.Close your eyes and relive the memory
briefly.
3.Now, imagine your adult self walking into
the scene.

4.Visualize them:
o Comforting the child
o Setting boundaries with the adults
o Taking the child out of the scene
5.Journal:
o “What changed when | stepped in?”
o “What does my inner child feel now?”

This tells your nervous system: You have a

protector now.
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Practice 20: F orgiveness VS. Reclaiming Power

What It Does: Helps you let go
of pain without bypassing anger
or forcing forgiveness you're not
ready for.

‘:@EWhy It Works:
Forgiveness is a choice, not a
healing shortcut. Trauma
recovery must honor your rage,
sadness, and loss before you're
ever asked to forgive.
Forgiveness isn't required. Power
reclamation is.

%€ Try This Exercise:
e Fold a piece of paper in half.
On one side, write:
“What I'm still angry about.”
e One the other side, write:
“What I'm reclaiming because
of it.”

Example:
e Angry about: “Never feeling
emotionally safe.”
e Reclaiming: “The right to
protect my peace, no matter
who it offends

3
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Recap: You Can’t Heal What You Don’t Acknowledge

Grieving your childhood doesn’t mean staying stuck in pain.
It means releasing the weight you’ve carried for years - so you can walk
into your future lighter, clearer, and more whole.

This pillar is about honoring your truth, without rushing to make it pretty.
Because your healing doesn’t need to look nice.
It just needs to be real.

Up next is Pillar 5: Reclaiming Joy, Play, and Identity - where we move
from pain into purpose. It’s time to explore what life can feel like when
you're no longer surviving, but actually living.

You've made it through the deep waters - now it’s time to breathe,
expand, and reclaim. Pillar 5 is about giving your inner child what trauma
tried to take away: the right to play, rest, create, belong, and just be. This
is the part where healing starts to feel good—not because the pain
disappears, but because you're finally free to live beyond it. Let’s go!




Pillar 5: Reclaiming Joy, Play & Identity

Becoming Who You Were Always Meant to Be
The inner child isn't just wounded.
They're creative. Curious. Wild. Playful. Sensitive. Radiant.

But for most of us, joy was unsafe.
e Play was a “waste of time.”
e Rest was “lazy.”
e Expressing ourselves made us “too much.”

So we learned to dim. Perform. Work. People-please.
And slowly, we lost touch with who we really are.

Now, we take it back.
This isn't just recovery - it's reclamation.
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Practice 21: The “Joy List” — Rediscover What Lights You Up

What It Does: Helps you rewire your nervous system for pleasure, not just
survival.

@ Why It Works:

Studies on trauma show that most survivors struggle to experience
joy or novelty without guilt. Creating intentional pleasure reintroduces
dopamine and serotonin into your system—activating healing through
play, not pain.

% Try This:

List 25 things that bring you joy or
used to. Big or small.

Examples:

Pick one joy per day. Let your inner
child choose. Let it be messy.

Lying on the grass in the sun
Drawing or painting
Dancing in socks

Playing in the sand

Blowing bubbles

Singing in the car

Reading in bed
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Practice 22: Adult Hobbies That Heal the Inner Child

What It Does: Gives your inner child an outlet to express themselves
freely, without performance or perfection.

@ Why It Works:
Doing childlike things as an adult restores self-permission, which is often
taken during trauma. It also builds new identity pathways - ones based

on creativity, not productivity.

%% Ideas to Explore:

e Art journaling or collage

Roller skating

DIY science experiments

Improv or expressive dance

Karaoke, Legos, bird watching

Nature scavenger hunts

Re-reading your favorite kids’ books

Ask: “What would 7 year old me beg to
do right now?
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Practice 23 Creativity as Medicine

What It Does: Channels emotional
energy into safe creative
expression, helping you integrate
trauma and access joy.

@ Why It Works:

Creativity activates the right
hemisphere of the brain -
responsible for imagination,
emotional release, and nonverbal
memory. This is where unspoken

trauma lives. Creative expression
helps it move through, not get stuck.
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% Try a “Creative Cleanse”:
e Set a 10-minute timer.
e Pick a medium: markers,
music, poetry, clay, digital
design.

Ask your inner child:
“What do you want to make
today?”

e No rules. No end goal. Just
feeling.

e Thisisn't about art - it's about
freedom.
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Practice 24: Practicing Rest Without Guilt

What It Does: Reprograms beliefs around rest, helping you create space for
ease, stillness, and regulation.

@ Why It Works:

Chronic overfunctioning is a trauma response. If you equate rest with
laziness, your nervous system may associate slowing down with danger
(e.g., rejection, punishment, abandonment).

%< Reparenting Reframes for Rest:

Try saying one of these aloud before resting:
e “Rest is productive. It restores me.”
e “| am still worthy, even when I'm not achieving.”
e “Restis not areward. It's a right.”

Start with small shifts: 10 minutes of intentional stillness, tech-free naps,

breathing under a blanket. Your body is your home - treat it like it
matters.
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Practice 25: Write Your New Identity Story

What It Does: Helps you separate who you were told you are from who
you actually want to become.

@ Why It Works:

Trauma gives us a script: “You're not lovable.” “You're too much.” “You have
to earn everything.” Writing a new story allows us to consciously update
the identity we carry into our relationships, career, and life.

% Try This Prompt:
“The old story was: lhadto ______ to feel worthy.
The new storyis:lam ______ because | exist.”
Then complete:
e “My inner child is...”
“My adult self is becoming...”
“l choose to reclaim...”
“The cycle stops with me.”

Keep this as your new origin story. Read it when you forget who you are.

Be who you are and say what you feel because
those who mind don't matter and those who

matter don't mind.
- DR. SEUSS
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Recap: You Were Never Meant to Just Survive
This pillar isn’t just about joy.
It's about permission.

To laugh without needing a reason.

To rest without earning it.

To exist without apology.

To create without performance.

To love yourself without condition.

Reparenting isn’t just healing wounds. It's becoming the version of
yourself that trauma tried to bury - and choosing to live, fully and freely.

Next: We enter the final section - Integration & Embodiment - where we
bring it all together to help you live this work, not just understand it.
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Integration & Embodiment

Living What You’ve Learned — One Day, One Choice at a Time
Healing is not a destination. It's not something you “finish.” It's a practice.
A relationship. A return to self, over and over again.

This section is all about embodiment - turning insights into rituals,
routines, and a new emotional normal. This is where healing becomes

your lifestyle.
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Practice 26: Your Daily Reparenting Ritual

What It Does:: Creates a simple, flexible practice that anchors your nervous
system and strengthens self-trust over time.

@ Why It Works:

Consistency creates emotional safety. By starting and ending your day
with nurturing habits, your inner child learns: “I'm not being abandoned
anymore.”

%X Try This Morning & Evening Flow:

Morning (5-10 mins):
e Check-in: “How am | feeling?”
e Self-hug or hand on heart
e Intention: “Today | will protect my peace by...”
e Optional: Affirmation or mirror statement

Evening (5-10 mins):
e Reflect: “What did | need today that | gave myself?”
e Celebrate small wins
e Soothing touch (warm tea, bath, blanket, lotion)
e Final mantra: “We did our best today.”
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Practice 27: The 4 Seasons of Healing

What It Does: Normalizes the emotional ups and downs of healing by
framing it as a seasonal process, not a linear one.

@ Why It Works:

Many people think “setbacks” mean they’re broken or back at square one.
But just like nature, healing is cyclical. You're always evolving - even
when it feels slow.

%X The Healing Seasons:

e Spring (Curiosity) — New growth, new tools

e Summer (Joy) - Embodiment, confidence

e Fall (Boundaries) — Letting go, reassessing

e Winter (Rest) — Stillness, reflection, grief work

Ask yourself: “What season of healing am | in right now?”

Then give yourself what that season needs.




Practice 28: Self-Tracking for Emotional Awareness

What It Does: Builds self-awareness by tracking patterns, triggers, and
progress over time.

@ Why It Works:

Tracking gives you data, not drama. Instead of saying “I'm always like this,”
you'll start noticing when, why, and how your nervous system shifts - so
you can respond with compassion, not confusion.

% Try This Weekly Tracker:

e Mood check (use the scale below or rank your mood from 1 to 10)

e Most common trigger this week:

e How | responded:

e What helped me regulate:

e Boundary | honored:

e Practice I'm proud of:

e One thing I'll do differently next week:
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Practice 29: What to Do When You Regress

What It Does: Teaches you how to handle emotional “relapses™ without
shame - turning them into repair opportunities.

@ Why It Works:

You will regress. That's not failure - it's your nervous system revisiting old
survival maps. But now you have a new GPS: reparenting. The key is
repair, not perfection.

%€ 3-Step Repair Method:
1.Name it: “That was an old pattern.”

2.Normalize it: “It makes sense | reacted that way.”
3.Nurture it: “I'm proud | noticed. Let’s try again tomorrow.”

This turns emotional spirals into learning loops.
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Practice 30: When to Seek Support (And What Kind)

What It Does: Encourages smart support from trauma-informed
professionals when reparenting alone isn't enough.

@ Why It Works:

Some wounds are too deep to navigate solo. Therapy isn't a failure - it's a
deep act of self-reparenting. Knowing when to reach out is a strength, not
a weakness.

%€ Signs You Might Need Help:
e Flashbacks are frequent and overwhelming
e You feel unsafe being alone with your thoughts
e Self-harm, dissociation, or addictive patterns escalate
e Your past feels more real than your present

O What to Look For in a Practitioner:
e Trauma-informed training (IFS, EMDR, Somatic Experiencing)

Non-pathologizing language
A collaborative, respectful approach
Comfort in discussing attachment and parts work

Therapy, coaching, or support groups can amplify everything you're doing
here.




4 Conclusion

Coming Home to Yourself

Healing isn't becoming someone new. It's remembering who you were
before the world taught you to perform, please, and shrink.

Your inner child doesn’t need you to be
perfect. They just need you to show up.
To listen. To stay. To love them without
conditions.

That's what this roadmap has been
about. Not fixing yourself - but finally
coming home to yourself.

%X Your Final Prompt: Write a Letter to Your Inner Child
e “Dear [Your Name], thank you for...”
e “I'm so proud of you for...”
e “What | love most about you is...”

* “Now that we're together again, I want to...”

Read it aloud. Seal it. Keep it somewhere sacred.
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Your healing isn’t a trend.
[t’s a revolution.
And it begins the moment you say:
“I deserve to take care of myself, no

matter who didn’t.”

Thank you for doing this work. You
are breaking cycles.
You are building something no one

else could for you.

You are home now. ©¥
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