
Choosing a Lane Without Boxing Yourself In — Practical Checklist
Use this checklist to turn the blog lessons into action. Check items as you complete them.

Listen through your last 10 songs and mark which ones feel natural (no force).

List your top 3 strengths / recurring themes (voice, rhythms, subject matter).

Play unreleased tracks for 5 people and note which ones they respond to most.

Write a one-sentence lane statement (what you're known for).

Can you make 10–20 songs in this lane without burnout? (Yes/No)

Decide which ideas stay private (experiments) and which you release publicly.

Choose 1 upcoming release to focus on building trust with your audience.

Before dropping next track, ask: 'Would someone know who I am from this song?'

Set a release rhythm for consistency (weekly / bi-weekly / monthly).

Plan ONE bold move to expand your lane once you have consistent listeners.

Notes / Action Steps:

Next Action:

Deadline (YYYY-MM-DD):

Matt Akai — Use this checklist to create consistent identity before expanding. Archive experiments privately.
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