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10 Mistakes - ||

Property Owners Make
When Planning Their Estate

PRIVATE BRIEFING

And the problems they can
leave behind for your family.

Good planning today can preserve
more for your loved ones tomorrow.
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Assuming Your Will
Solves Everything

A Will is essential, but it only
decides who receives your assets.
It does not:

O Avoid probate

O Prevent delays
O Provide cash for IHT

Cover other estate costs

O Protect assets during incapacity

—h Without the right planning, your family

sl could face delays, costs and
unnecessary stress.
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Not Understanding How
Your Property Is Owned

How you own your property can
have a significant impact on what
happens to it.

7  \,\ Joint tenants — the property usually passes
\ @/ automatically to the survivor, outside
" the estate.

\‘ .
/—n \  Tenants in common - your share can form

(\ =/ ) part of your estate and be distributed in

e/ ¥ : :
‘ line with your Will.
The wrong ownership structure could lead to |
V4 unexpected outcomes, disputes or a result
, |
NS that does not reflect your wishes. |
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MISTAKE 3

Giving Property Away
Without Understanding
the Consequences

Transferring property can create

unexpected issues, including:

O Loss of control over the property

(O Continued occupation and future
access problems

O Potential tax implications
(O Deprivation of assets concerns

O Impact on future care fees

It’s not just about getting the property
out of your estate - it’s about doing it
safely and with the right protections

in place.
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MISTAKE 4

Being Property Rich
but Cash Poor

A large property can be a fantastic asset,
but if most of your wealth is tied up in

bricks and mortar, what happens when
significant costs become due?

©
AQ_%

Your estate When tax and Where does Executors may This can create
may be worth estate costs the cash be forced to stress, delays
£2m+ become payable come from? sell assets and family
with a significant Inheritance Tax, If there isn’t Often at the wrong conflict
proportion tied up legal fees, care enough liquidity, time and possibly At a time when
in property. costs and other you have options at a reduced your family should
liabilities. - and not all are value. be focused on
ideal. each other.

Good planning creates liquidity, protects your property
and prevents your family from having to make
difficult decisions.
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Assuming Your Family Will
Simply Sort It Out

Your family will likely want to do the right thing,
but without a clear plan and the right structures

in place, even close families can face:

Disputes and disagreements — uncertainty can lead to
conflict and long-lasting family tension.

Emotional and financial stress — added pressure during
an already difficult time.

Delays and complications — without clear instructions, the
. estate administration process can drag on.

@ Costly mistakes — errors can lead to unnecessary legal,
tax and administration costs.

‘ Relationships at risk — money and misunderstandings
. can strain even the strongest family bonds.

Good estate planning brings clarity, reduces the
burden on your loved ones, and helps preserve
the relationships that matter most.
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Ignoring the Impact
of Care Costs

Many people underestimate how much
care could cost in the future — and the
impact it can have on their estate.

Rising costs — care fees are increasing
and could continue to outpace inflation.

( /\ \  Forced sale of assets — without planning,
)
X LnJ /  you may need to sell your home to pay for care.

/g_(\% Impact on your legacy - care costs can
‘L-'i_fxm/ / significantly reduce what you leave behind.
(/ \ i Limited government support — means more

~3 /) reliance on your own resources.

( ~ \  Emotional and family impact - financial pressure
(\/) /  can add stress at an already difficult time.

Planning for care is about protecting your
independence, your assets and your family’s
financial security.
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Not Having a Will

or Outdated Documents

e

WILL n a Without a valid, up-to-date Will and supporting

- ——

7 " documents, your estate may not be distributed

as you intended.

The risks of not having the right documents in place:

'//EOE\) Intestacy rules apply — your estate could go to people
e & you wouldn’t have chosen.

Vs o | N ;

{ ®\) Delays and complications — the administration process
\\\ Y can be longer and more stressful.

f%\-) Higher costs — more legal fees, professional costs

'\\ 7/ and potential tax liabilities.

/ \) Family disputes — unclear instructions can lead to

\\. 2 conflict between loved ones.

[ \\I Outdated documents - life changes like marriage,

"-\ /) divorce, births or deaths can make old documents invalid.

Clear, up-to-date legal documents ensure your
wishes are followed, your loved ones are protected
and your estate is handled smoothly.
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Failing to Plan for
Changes in Tax Laws

Tax laws change, thresholds freeze and reliefs
are reduced. Without a plan that adapts to change,
your estate could face a much higher tax bill

than expected.

The consequences of not planning for tax changes:

@

&)
ol
)

&

\
AN

Higher tax bills — changes can increase the amount of
Inheritance Tax, Capital Gains Tax or Income Tax you pay.
Lost opportunities — failing to act in time can mean missing
out on valuable reliefs and exemptions.

Reduced flexibility — without a plan, you have fewer options
to adapt when tax rules change.

Impact on beneficiaries — higher taxes mean less of your
estate is passed on to your loved ones.

Increased uncertainty — not knowing what’s coming can
make it difficult to make confident decisions.

Forward-thinking tax planning helps protect your wealth,
adapt to change and ensure more of your estate is
preserved for the people you care about.
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Not Protecting Against
Life’s What-Ifs

Life is unpredictable. Without the right
protections in place, unexpected events
could have a major impact on your family,

your assets and your plans.

Az S,
[,/ @\) Financial strain — unexpected events can lead to loss of income
v
Y, or significant costs, putting pressure on your finances.
{/ [/\ ] Impact on your family — your loved ones may face financial
“ e i/ hardship or have to make difficult decisions.
e 2 . :
( ‘v, Plans put at risk — without protection, your long-term plans
N | could be derailed.
‘;"/ 5‘]‘@\\ | Legal and family complications — disputes and legal challenges
"‘\\ff// . can arise without clear instructions and protections.
—~
( @\, Loss of assets — your assets may be reduced to cover unexpected
N / . costs or liabilities.

Protecting against life’s what-ifs gives you peace of mind,
keeps your plans on track and ensures your family is
looked after — whatever happens.
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Leéving Everything
Until It’s Too Late

Procrastination is one of the biggest risks.
The longer you leave it, the fewer options
you have — and the greater the impact on

your family and your estate.

Reduced options — leaving it late may mean missing
out on effective strategies and planning opportunities.

Higher costs — last-minute decisions can be more
expensive and less tax-efficient.

Increased stress — you and your family may face rushed
decisions during an already difficult time.

Risk of mistakes — important details could be overlooked
or handled incorrectly.

Greater impact on loved ones — delays can create financial,

emotional and legal challenges for your family.

v Acting sooner gives you more control, more options
ey l and more certainty — ensuring your estate and your
family are protected for the future.
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SUMMARY

Your Estate. Your Legacy.
Your Responsibility.

Avoiding these 10 common mistakes can protect your wealth,

reduce stress and ensure that your wishes are carried out -
for you and the people you care about most.

PLAN AHEAD

Early planning gives you more control,
more options and greater peace of mind.

PROTECT WHAT MATTERS

The right strategy protects your assets,
your loved ones and your legacy.

STAY INFORMED

Tax laws, rules and circumstances change.

A plan that adapts to change keeps you protected.

GET EXPERT HELP

Coordinated, professional implementation

makes all the difference.

NEED HELP OR HAVE QUESTIONS?

We're here to help. Simply email us at
info@estatearchitect.uk

and a member of our team will be in touch.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION E}\ ‘ ESTATE
Estate Architect is not regulated, ARCHITECT™
and we do not provide advice @ www.estatearchitect.uk
or recommendations. =]

info@estatearchitect.uk

This is for information purposes only. % 020 7600 7600
@ Regal House, 70 London Road,
Twickenham, TW1 3QS
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