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Recovering Money from DISSOLVED UNREGULATED Firms

Tracking Down Directors Through Companies House and Social Media

Why This Is the Toughest Scenario

When an unregulated firm collapses and disappears, recovery becomes far more

difficult. There’s no Financial Ombudsman, no FSCS, and no formal complaints

process. The company is gone, the directors have walked away, and on the surface

it looks like the trail has gone cold.

This is why the likelihood of success is low. But “low” does not mean “impossible.”

With persistence, detective work, and the right strategy, there is still a chance to get

results.

Why Scammers Rarely Disappear Completely

Although it may seem as though the people behind the scam have vanished, the

reality is usually different. The profits in these schemes are too lucrative for most

operators to retire quietly. Instead, they follow a common pattern:

Dissolve the old company.

Pocket the profits.

Set up a new, almost identical company in the same sector.

It makes sense. If you’ve spent years building up contacts, marketing materials, and

industry know-how in, say, whisky investments, why start from scratch in another

field? Scammers stick to what they know—and often reappear with a new brand but

the same underlying playbook.

The Power of Companies House

This is where Companies House becomes your most valuable tool. By searching for

the directors of the dissolved firm, you can:

Identify their new directorships.

Trace their links to shareholders and persons of significant control.

Build a map of connected companies that reveal where they’ve resurfaced.
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Scammers rarely hide their names

completely. They may try to obscure

ownership through associates or shell

companies, but persistent searching

usually reveals a trail.

Using Social Media and Online

Footprints

In the digital age, it’s almost impossible

to disappear without a trace. Even if

directors use intermediaries on paper,

their social media activity often gives

them away. LinkedIn profiles, business

announcements, or even casual posts

can connect them to new ventures.

In addition, searching for:

Press releases,

Online adverts,

And newly launched websites

…can expose the same individuals

running near-identical scams under

different names.

Why Your Voice Still Matters

Even if you were never a client of their

new company, your experience with

their previous firm carries weight.

Investors in the new scheme will not

know the directors’ history. If you

bring that to light—through reviews,

online forums, or direct exposure—it

damages their ability to recruit new

victims.

This creates leverage. Just as with

active unregulated firms, these

operators fear bad publicity. They

don’t want potential clients learning

that they have a track record of

shutting down companies and wiping

out investors.

Using an Agent to Negotiate

Once you’ve identified the link

between the dissolved firm and a new

active firm, the strategy mirrors that

of other unregulated recoveries. An

agent approaches the directors on

your behalf and frames the issue as a

misunderstanding, not a direct

accusation of fraud.

This allows the directors an escape

route:
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They can settle quietly.

They avoid public exposure.

They protect the credibility of their new

business.

Without this approach, your chances are

slim. But by presenting it as an

opportunity for the directors to “make

things right,” you increase the likelihood

of a positive outcome.

The Threat of Exposure

If negotiations stall, the trump card is

exposure. You can make it clear that, if

necessary, you will:

Leave online reviews.

Share your experience in forums.

Highlight their past failures to new

investors.

This is usually enough to bring them

back to the table. Reputational risk is the

one thing they can’t afford.

The Realistic Hurdles

There are two main challenges with this

route:

��  � The

detective work can be time-

consuming, and in rare cases they

may have left the industry entirely.

Finding the directors

��  � You need

to establish clear links between the

dissolved firm and the new company,

which may require careful research

into directorships and control

structures.

Proving the connection

Without this, your case has little

leverage.
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Why Persistence Pays

Although this is the hardest path,

persistence can pay off. Scammers

rarely stray far from their old patterns.

Once you’ve identified where they’ve re-

emerged, you can use your position as a

former investor to exert real pressure.

The bottom line: while success rates are

lower than in other scenarios, it’s still

worth the effort—particularly if you lost

a significant sum.

Conclusion

Recovering money from a dissolved

unregulated firm is never easy. The

formal safety nets don’t apply, the

company is gone, and on the surface

your money is too.

But by tracking directors through

Companies House, following their social

media footprints, and connecting them

to new ventures, you can create

leverage. With the help of an agent to

negotiate and the threat of exposure in

reserve, you may still achieve a

settlement.

It won’t work in every case. But for those

willing to dig deep and apply pressure in

the right way, even the toughest losses

can sometimes be recovered.
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In "Recovering Money from DISSOLVED UNREGULATED Firms," discover a

detailed roadmap to reclaiming lost investments from vanished companies. By

leveraging resources like Companies House and social media, you can trace the

elusive directors who often re-emerge under new brands, armed with the same

deceptive tactics. With persistence, strategic negotiation, and the threat of

exposure, reclaiming your funds may be challenging but is not impossible.


