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1. Investment Scams Exposed

When people think of investing, they often imagine the world of

mainstream �nance — regulated stockbrokers, wealth managers, and

investment �rms overseen by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). But

there is another world, one that sits outside this structure. It is vast,

diverse, and growing in popularity. This is the world of 

.

unregulated

investments

From whisky casks and �ne wine to crypto tokens, carbon credits, land

banking schemes, and even storage units, there is no shortage of

opportunities marketed to investors. Some of these ventures are genuine

and pro�table, but many come with little or no protection if things go

wrong. Understanding the di�erence is crucial.

What Does “Unregulated” Actually Mean?

Unregulated doesn’t mean illegal. It simply means the investment or the

company behind it does not fall under the FCA’s oversight. To grasp what

this really means, it helps to think of the FCA as a .private members’ club

Only those who agree to follow its strict rules and ongoing requirements

are allowed in. Membership is expensive. Firms must pay joining fees,

annual levies, and ongoing charges. They also face high internal costs:

compliance o�cers, anti-money laundering o�cers, independent audits,

record-keeping obligations, and reporting duties.



1. Investment Scams Exposed

For �rms that meet these standards, the prestige is worth it. They can tell

customers, “We are FCA-regulated.” That badge of regulation carries

weight because it gives investors access to important protections — the

 for complaints and the 

 if money is lost due to failure.

Financial Ombudsman Service (FOS) Financial

Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS)

Why Investors Still Flock to Unregulated Markets

Given the advantages of regulation, why do so many investors chase

unregulated opportunities? The answer is simple: .pro�t potential

Unregulated markets allow promoters to advertise headline-grabbing

returns. A whisky scheme might promise that a cask doubles in value in

�ve years. A land-banking company could claim planning permission will

bring 300% returns. A crypto scheme may talk about “the next Bitcoin.”

Without FCA restrictions, salespeople have far more freedom. They can

use glossy brochures, celebrity endorsements, and dramatic marketing to

stir excitement. They don’t have to include the balanced risk warnings

that regulated �rms must show. The result is a sales pitch that looks far

more exciting, but often much less secure.
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I have worked in the regulated space for more than . I have never

worked in the unregulated world, but I know many people who have. Over

the years, I’ve met countless individuals who moved from unregulated

“boiler room” operations in cities like Barcelona and Frankfurt into the

regulated sector. They told me the stories of how those out�ts worked —

the pressure selling, the fake o�ces, the sham investments. I also know

people who have run these operations themselves.

25 years

That’s why when I talk about unregulated investments, I do so from a

position of knowledge. I wrote my book, ,

precisely to help investors understand what really happens behind the

scenes. I don’t make many friends by doing this. The regulated world

largely carries on with business as usual, not caring much if people get

ripped o� in the unregulated world. But I do care. That’s why I make

these videos, write these reports, and share what I know.

13 Insider Trading Secrets

The Trade-O�: Safety Versus Risk

The reality is straightforward: with regulated investments, you get fewer

�reworks but more protection. With unregulated investments, you get

more exciting promises but less of a safety net.

My Background and Why I Speak Out
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Regulated �rms must prove they are treating customers fairly, disclosing

risks properly, and managing con�icts of interest. Unregulated ventures

face no such duty. Some may be entirely genuine businesses. Others,

however, may be vehicles designed to extract as much money as possible

from hopeful investors before collapsing.

The FCA’s rules may feel restrictive and expensive, but they exist to

prevent exactly the kind of abuses that �ourish in unregulated markets.

Common Red Flags in Unregulated Investments

To make sense of this, let’s look at some of the  that crop up

again and again in unregulated schemes.

red �ags

1. High Returns

If you are promised returns of 15%, 20%, or more per year, alarm bells

should ring. These numbers are used to create FOMO — fear of missing

out. Genuine investments rarely guarantee such levels of pro�t.

2. Sleazy Sales

Many scams start with a cold call, a pushy salesperson, or a pitch that

creates arti�cial urgency. If you feel pressured to sign quickly or told an

“exclusive o�er” expires tonight, that’s a classic tactic.
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This is perhaps the biggest red �ag of all. If the �rm is not regulated by

the FCA, you have no access to the Ombudsman or FSCS. Once your

money leaves your account, your protections are gone.

4. Complex Contracts

Glossy brochures often hide complicated small print. Contracts may be

full of vague terms or legal loopholes. If you don’t fully understand the

contract, don’t sign it.

5. Storage and Veri�cation

This applies particularly to whisky, wine, gold, and art. Where is your

asset stored? Can you visit it? Has it been independently veri�ed? If you

are not allowed to check, that’s another red �ag.

6. No Exit Strategy

A legitimate investment should make clear how and when you can sell.

Many unregulated schemes are illiquid, locking your money away for �ve

or more years with no genuine secondary market.

7. Company Set-Up

Be wary of companies with virtual o�ces, o�shore payment accounts, or

a limited track record. Many scams use shell companies that can

disappear overnight.

3. No FCA Authorisation
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The Investor’s Dilemma

At its heart, the investor’s dilemma is about 

.

prestige and protection

versus freedom and risk

Regulated �rms are like expensive gyms: costly to join, full of rules, but

safe and reliable. Unregulated investments are more like a garage gym.

Flexible, exciting, with the potential for quick results — but no guarantees

you won’t injure yourself.

Some investors knowingly take on this extra risk, hoping the rewards

outweigh the dangers. But many others are misled into believing they are

buying into something safe when in fact they are stepping outside the

FCA’s protective umbrella.

Final Thoughts

Unregulated investments aren’t automatically scams. Some can be

genuine, pro�table ventures. But they require extra caution. Without FCA

regulation, the usual safety nets don’t exist. If the �rm collapses or the

scheme turns sour, investors are often left with little recourse.

I speak about this not to scare people, but to educate them. After 25 years

in the regulated industry, and after hearing the stories of those who came

from the other side, I know how easy it is for investors to be misled.

That’s why I continue to write, to speak, and to share. I don’t gain friends

in the industry by doing it — but I do help ordinary investors avoid

becoming the next victim.
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The message is simple: if you step outside the FCA’s private club, you

must do your homework, ask tough questions, and accept that if it goes

wrong, the responsibility — and the loss — will likely be yours alone.

⚠️ Disclaimer: The content in this class is for educational purposes only. It does not constitute legal

or �nancial advice. Outcomes in recovering money from scams can vary depending on individual

circumstances, and we cannot guarantee results. Always seek professional legal or �nancial guidance

before taking action.



Investment Scams Exposed

Investment Scams Exposed unveils the hidden dangers of unregulated

investments, from enticing pitches to sham operations. 

Drawing on over 25 years of industry experience, the author reveals how

investors can be misled into risky ventures without the safety net of

regulatory oversight.

This essential guide empowers readers to navigate the murky waters of

investment opportunities and protect themselves from becoming victims

of fraud.


