


How to stay UK-based while legally moving your wealth offshore

There's a common misconception that “offshore planning” is something shady or
illegal — the sort of thing people do to hide money.

That couldn’t be further from the truth.

When it's done properly, offshore wealth structuring is completely legitimate, fully
transparent, and one of the most powerful legal tools available to UK residents who
want to protect their family wealth from inheritance tax (IHT), creditors, and
unnecessary exposure.

And here's the key point — you don't have to become a non-domiciled expat to use
it.

This strategy is designed for people who want to stay in the UK, but structure their
assets overseas in a way that gives them more privacy, control, and long-term
protection.

What This Strategy Involves

International wealth structuring typically uses a combination of:

» Trusts - legal entities that hold assets for the benefit of others.
¢ Holding companies — often based in tax-efficient jurisdictions.
e Specialist offshore administrators and trustees — who manage the assets day to day.

It's different from “non-dom"” planning because you remain fully UK resident. You still
live here, pay UK tax on UK income, and keep your home — but the ownership of
your assets shifts offshore, often to places like Jersey, Guernsey, the Isle of Man, or
Malta.

Think of it as moving the container, not the contents.
Your money still works for you, but it sits in a structure that's harder for HMRC,

creditors, or anyone else to touch.
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Why People Use This Strategy

There are five main reasons this kind of
planning is so popular among wealthy

families:

Inheritance Tax Reduction — Properly
structured, offshore trusts can remove
assets from your UK estate entirely.
Asset Protection — Protects against
divorce claims, business disputes, or
creditors.

Privacy & Confidentiality — Offshore
ownership isn't recorded publicly, unlike
property or company shares in the UK.
Flexibility — You can hold multi-
currency accounts, global investments,
and control how and when distributions
are made.

Succession Planning — Trustees can
manage  wealth  transfer  across
generations without constant probate or

legal intervention.

This is wealth planning on a global level
— the way the ultra-wealthy have been

doing it for decades.
The Real Numbers

To give you an idea of how powerful this
can be:

e A UK family with a £10 million estate
sets up an international trust in
Jersey.

¢ They move £4 million of investments
and cash offshore.

¢ Those assets are now excluded from
their UK estate.

e When they pass away, their heirs
save £1.6 million in inheritance tax
(£4 million x 40%).

Or a business owner who sells their
company for £5 million might place
the sale proceeds into a Guernsey
trust. The trustees reinvest overseas
— protecting the family’s capital and
keeping it outside HMRC's reach.

It's not unusual for the total cost of a
structure like this to be £150,000-
£250,000, but for estates worth £5-
10 million, the savings often run into

several million pounds.
Who It's Right For

This type of planning makes the most
sense if your estate is worth £2
million or more.

That's because the setup costs,
annual administration fees (typically
£5,000-£20,000), and professional
oversight only make sense at that
level.
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