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If you’ve made it to the end of this series, thank you. That already tells me

you’re serious about protecting your family’s future. You’ve taken the time

to learn, to understand, and to think about how inheritance tax really

works — and that puts you far ahead of most people. You’ve shown the

curiosity and determination that are essential if you want to beat a

system that changes as often as ours does.

Now, you might have noticed something as you went through these

reports. There were a few things I didn’t mention — some rules, tactics, or

loopholes that I left untouched. That wasn’t an oversight; it was deliberate.

Because inheritance tax planning isn’t about learning everything once

and ticking a box. It’s about understanding that the goalposts never stop

moving, and neither should your strategy.

Why I Left Some Things Out

I didn’t forget to include them — I left them out on purpose.

Because I want to make a point. Inheritance tax isn’t fixed. It’s not a one-

time problem you can solve and walk away from. It moves. It evolves. And

your plan has to move with it.

From April 2027, for example, the 25% pension tax-free lump sum will be

capped at £268,275. If you have a £1.5 million pension, your tax-free cash

will fall from £375,000 to just over £268,000 — a reduction of more than

£100,000 overnight. 

I didn’t mention that earlier because I wanted to show you how fast the

rules can change. They always do.
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Governments freeze allowances,

reduce reliefs, and create new

restrictions — sometimes subtly,

sometimes dramatically. And every

new budget brings another

surprise. Occasionally, they’ll even

reverse a decision, though rarely in

your favour. But there’s one thing

they almost never do: apply the

rules retrospectively. That’s the key

takeaway. Acting early gives you

the advantage. Waiting means

you’ll be playing by someone else’s

rules.

There’s Always More to the Story

There are at least three more

strategies I could have included in

this series. Not because I’m trying to

hold anything back — but because I

want you to understand the real

point of this journey.

The purpose of this IHT series isn’t to

list every possible method under

the sun. It’s to help you see that

there’s so much information, so

many moving parts, and so many

potential traps that you’re not

going to find the solution on your

own.

The danger of simply listing

every single strategy is that

people start to believe they can

self-diagnose. They pick

something that sounds right and

try to do it themselves — and

that’s when the real trouble

begins. If you were thinking of

doing that, let this be a warning:

don’t.

Because for every strategy

you’ve seen here, there are

others that work just as well — or

even better — for certain people,

but weren’t covered in this series.

And then there are the hybrids.

The Power of Combination

Imagine there are twenty main

IHT tools — things like trusts,

annuities, BPR, APR, various types

of insurance, and different trust

structures. Now imagine that any

of those can be combined with

any other. You don’t end up with

twenty strategies; you end up

with hundreds, possibly

thousands of combinations.
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Each one behaves differently

depending on your age, income,

risk appetite, and the nature of your

assets. That’s why no two estates

should ever have the same plan.

What works brilliantly for one family

could backfire for another.

Here’s an example to show you

what I mean. I mentioned earlier

how loan trusts used to be an

excellent way of taking money out

of an estate before 2013. But today,

you could combine that same

concept with other legitimate tools.

Let’s say you take out equity

release from your home — that

loan immediately reduces the

value of your estate. Then you use

those funds to buy an annuity, one

that pays a high regular income.

You don’t need the income

yourself, so you gift it directly to

your children under the “regular

gifts from surplus income” rule.

The result? The loan sits as a

liability against your estate, while

the income gifts fall outside of it

completely — with no seven-

year clock. The capital in the

annuity gradually depletes, the

payments are regular, and your

wealth moves down a safe and

compliant path.
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That’s just one illustration of what’s

possible when you think

strategically. But it also shows how

complex this world really is — a

spider’s web of opportunities, a

labyrinth of moving parts where

one wrong turn can undo years of

good intentions.

The Truth About IHT and the

Middle Class

The reality is that governments will

keep targeting inheritance tax

because it’s easy money. The ultra-

wealthy already have their

defences in place. They’ve got

entire teams of advisers, lawyers,

and accountants who make sure

their estates are structured

perfectly. The people who get

caught are the ones in the middle

— families with estates worth

between one and three million

pounds.

These are people who’ve worked

hard, saved well, built property

portfolios, invested in pensions, and

simply want to pass something

meaningful to their children. And

yet, they’re the ones who end up

losing the most because they

either do nothing, rely on poor

advice, or assume it won’t happen

to them. That’s why staying

informed — and regularly reviewing

your plan — isn’t just smart, it’s

essential.
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The Real Lesson

Inheritance tax planning never stands still, and neither should you. Your

estate is constantly changing — new assets, new rules, new challenges. A

good strategy today might need adjusting tomorrow, and that’s not a

bad thing. It’s a reminder that your financial life is dynamic, just like

everything else worth protecting.

I’ve intentionally left some pieces out because I want you to see that there

will always be new opportunities, new ideas, and new ways to optimise

your position. That’s not to make things complicated — it’s to show you

that IHT planning isn’t a single event. It’s a relationship with your future.

And that’s what I help people build and maintain.
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Call to Action

If this series has helped you see things differently, that’s a great first step.

But now it’s about taking action — not rushing into products or trust

schemes, but starting with a conversation. Together, we can look at your

entire estate, see what’s working, and identify where the risks lie before

the rules change again.

§  rsingh@marketinsider.ukEmail:

Because smart planning never stands still.

And neither should you.



Smart Planning...

In "Smart Planning Never Stands Still," discover the dynamic landscape

of inheritance tax and the importance of staying informed in an ever-

changing system. This book reveals the intricate strategies that can

safeguard your estate, emphasizing that effective planning is not a

one-time event but a continuous journey. Equip yourself with the

knowledge to navigate the complexities of IHT and ensure your legacy

endures beyond the shifting rules.


