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Introduction

Welcome to the exciting world of family history! If you've ever
wondered about the lives of your ancestors, where they came from,
and how their stories connect to yours, then you're in the right place.
Tracing your family tree is like solving a fascinating puzzle - one filled
with surprises, long-lost connections, and the thrill of discovery.
Whether you're hoping to uncover tales of adventure, piece together
family traditions, or simply put names to faces in old photographs,
this guide will help you get started.

Focusing on UK and Irish ancestry, I'll walk through each step in a
simple, friendly way, offering practical tips and useful resources. So
grab a notebook (or open a new document on your computer), and
let's begin your journey into the past!

With this guide, you'll have everything you need to start building
your family tree, step by step. Genealogy is more than just dates and
names—it's about discovering the people who came before you and
the legacy they left behind. So let's get started on this incredible
journey into your past!
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First Branch: Guide to Getting Started with Family History

Gather What You Already Know

Before diving into records and websites, start by collecting what you already know
about your family. Think of this as laying the foundation for your research—each
detail you document now will help guide you as you move further back in time.

Starting with Yourself

Your family history begins with you. Start by recording your own details, such as
your full name, birthdate, and birthplace. Then, work backward through your
parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, and beyond. By building your family
tree one generation at a time, you'll create a strong foundation for your research.

Noting Down Names, Dates, and Places
As you work through each generation, document as much information as possible
about each family member. Useful details to include:

Full names (including maiden names where applicable)
Birthdates and birthplaces

Marriage details (dates and locations)

Death dates and burial locations (if applicable)
Occupations

Military service

Places they lived

Even if some information is incomplete or uncertain, write down whatever you
know—you can verify details later through records and documents.

The Importance of Family Stories and Heirlooms

Family history is more than just names and dates—it's about the people, their
experiences, and the lives they led. Family stories, heirlooms, and old documents
can provide invaluable clues about your ancestors.

Sources of Hidden Family History:

Oral Histories: Speak to older relatives and ask about family origins, traditions, or
any notable ancestors. Record these conversations (with permission) so you can
revisit them later.
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First Branch: Guide to Getting Started with Family History

Gather What You Already Know

Photographs: Old photos often contain important details. Look for names, dates, or
locations written on the back.

Family Heirlooms: Items like jewellery, furniture, or military medals may offer hints
about past generations.

Documents and Records: Family Bibles, letters, postcards, wills, and certificates
may provide valuable information.

Tip: Even small details, such as a location mentioned in a family story, can lead to
major discoveries in official records.

Use the Downloadable Family Research Planner

Included in this package is a downloadable Family History Research Planner,
designed to help you organise everything you already know. It includes a fillable
'What You Already Know' section and a fillable family pedigree chart, making it
easier to visualise your family connections. Take your time filling it in, and update it
as you uncover new details.

Once you've gathered everything you can from your own records and family
members, you'll be ready to take the next step - diving into official records and
starting to build your family tree!

Section 1: Getting Started

What You Already Know

Write down names, birthdates, places and family stories you remember.

Name Birth date | Birth place Notes (Stories, Heirlooms, etc)
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First Branch: Guide to Getting Started with Family History
Asking Family Members for Help

Genealogy isn't just about filling in names and dates—it's about uncovering the
stories that make your family yours. And who better to help than your own
family? Particularly the older relatives who have lived through generations of
stories, memories, and moments that are waiting to be shared. So, grab a cup of
tea, settle in, and start asking the questions that'll bring your family’s history to
life.

Talking to Older Relatives

Your older relatives are a goldmine of information and personal stories. They've
been around long enough to remember the small details that might be left out
of official records—Iike the time your great-uncle did something hilarious or how
your grandmother could bake the best pies. Asking them about family events,
traditions, and stories can help fill in the gaps of your family history.

Instead of just asking, “When was Grandpa born?" try something more inviting
like, “What was Grandpa like when he was younger?” or “Tell me the funniest
story about Grandma.” You'll be amazed at how these questions open the door to
rich, detailed memories that will really bring your family tree to life.

Recording Interviews and Stories

You're not just gathering facts here—you're collecting memories, voices, and
family flavour. So, when you sit down with your relatives, record the conversation
(with their permission, of course!). This will help you capture all the little details
and nuances that you might miss while trying to scribble notes. Plus, the next
time you're diving into your research, it's so much easier to listen to their voices
and get all the little details straight from the source.

Even when the interview seems to be over, keep that recorder going—some of
the best stories come out after you think the conversation'’s finished. And don't
just stick to asking about your ancestors; ask about your relative's own
experiences, too! What was it like for them growing up? What family traditions
did they cherish? These personal memories can give you a whole new layer of
understanding when piecing together your family story.
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Asking Family Members for Help

Making Use of Family Documents and Photos

Sometimes, the best clues are right under your nose! Take a look through any
family documents, photos, and keepsakes your relatives might have tucked
away. You'd be surprised how much information can be hiding in an old photo
aloum or drawer full of letters. Maybe an old wedding photo has a name and
date scribbled on the back—or a letter from a distant relative tells a fascinating
story about your family's past.

Ask your relatives about family heirlooms or special items they've kept through
the years. These little treasures often hold more information than you might
think and can help you connect the dots on your family tree.

Family History Research Planner: Family Interviews

To help keep track of everything you learn, I've included a Family History
Research Planner in this pack. It's a fillable document that'll help guide your
interviews and make sure you capture all the important details. It'll also help you
stay organised as you gather stories, photos, and documents. Trust me, it'll come
in handy as your family history starts to take shape!

Now, get ready to have some great chats with your family—you never know what
you'll uncover!

Top Tip: Trust, But Verify!
Fariyintervews While family stories are priceless,
remember that not everything
you hear will be 100% accurate.
Stories get passed down through
generations, and sometimes they
change along the way. Always
treat the information you gather
with a healthy dose of curiosity
and make sure to back it up with
proper research and solid
evidence. Just because a relative
swears Great-Grandpa was a
pirate (you never know!) doesn't
mean it's true—look for birth
Z records, census data, or other
official documents to confirm the
(74,\“/57» W details. Family stories are
47/ A wonderful, but make sure your
by Sandra Bell . . . .
‘ family tree is built on a solid
foundation of facts!

Relative Relationship | Questions to Ask
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Birth, Marriage & Death Records

Ready to uncover your family’'s story? Your first stop should be the basics—birth,
marriage, and death records. These are primary records, meaning they come
directly from official sources and offer the most accurate and reliable details about
your ancestors. They're the building blocks of your family tree, packed with the
important details you'll need to piece everything together. In the UK and Ireland,
these records hold the keys to unlocking your past.

Here's what you'll be looking for:

e Birth Records (from 1837 in England and Wales, 1864 in Scotland, and 1864 in

Ireland)

e Marriage Records (from 1837 in England and Wales, 1845 in Ireland, and 1855 in
Scotland)

e Death Records (from 1837 in England and Wales, 1864 in Scotland, and 1864 in
Ireland)

The Importance of Civil Registration
Civil registration is the official record of life’'s big moments. These records are

invaluable because they provide crucial information, like names, dates, places and
family members.

e Births:
o Name, parent’s names and occupations, mother’'s maiden name, address at
birth
e Marriages:
o Names, ages, occupations, addresses, father's name and occupation,
religion, witnesses can also give clues to family members
e Deaths:

o Name, age at death, birth date, address, cause of death, name and address
of relative informing of the death
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First Branch: Guide to Getting Started with Family History

Birth, Marriage & Death Records

Where to Find UK & Irish Records
So, where do you find these gems? Here are some of the best online resources to
start your search:

e |f you want an official certificate for England and Wales you can order them
directly from the General Register Office (GRO) at www.gro.gro.uk to order
certificates online. You can do a free online search, but will need the relevant
details (hame, date, place, etc.) to help with the search and a district, volume
and page number to complete the order. Some certificates are available for
download, but many are only available through the post at £12.50 each, both
take a couple of weeks to complete the order.

e Ireland’s National Archives (www.nationalarchives.ie): If you have Irish ancestors,
this is an excellent resource. You'll find free access to Irish civil records for births,
marriages, and deaths. It's a fantastic place to start if your roots are in Ireland.

e Scotland’'s People (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk): Searching for Scottish
records? This site is the official source for Scotland'’s birth, marriage, and death
records. While some records are free to search, you'll need to pay a small fee to
view the full details—but it's definitely worth it!

e The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI)
(www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni): For Northern Ireland, PRONI is the place to be. It
offers access to a wide range of records, including civil registration details, and is
a great starting point for your research. As mentioned, these are available for
free up until 1922 when Northern Ireland became a separate entity.

Useful Online Resources
There are plenty of other sites that can help you uncover more about your
ancestors:

e Ancestry.co.uk: While it's a paid service, Ancestry is packed with UK, Irish,
Scottish, and Northern Irish records, including birth, marriage, and death
certificates. It's especially useful for tracing your family through census records
and other historical documents.

e Findmypast: Another paid site, but it offers a wealth of UK and Irish records,
including civil registration and census details. It's particularly great for digging
into Scottish and Irish ancestry.

e FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org): Another free site offering an extensive
collection of UK and Irish records, including civil registration details for England,
Wales, Ireland, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. It's a great place to explore a
huge range of records, from birth certificates to census data.
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Birth, Marriage & Death Records

o FreeBMD (www.freebmd.org.uk): This site is your go-to for England and Wales
civil records, and it's completely free! You can search through births, marriages,
and deaths from 1837 onwards and uncover key details about your ancestors.

o The Genealogist (www.thegenealogist.co.uk): This site offers a comprehensive
collection of UK family history records, including census data, parish records,
military records, and more. With detailed search tools, it's a powerful resource
for uncovering the stories behind your ancestors

Family History Research Planner: Research Log

As you explore all these records, it's a great idea to stay organised - this is where
your Family History Research Planner comes in! It includes a handy Research Log
to track your progress, document the details you've uncovered and keep
everything in one place. It's a simple way to stay on top of your findings and make
sure you don't miss any important clues along the way.

Section 2: Research Log

Track Your Genealogy In an Organised Way
It's really important to keep evidence of your findings, so you don't end up with someone else’s family. This log will also help ensure you don't keep going oVer tife sapiegreusd,

Date Source Findings Next Steps
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Exploring Census Records

How Censuses Can Help Your Research

Census records are one of the best tools for family history research. They capture
a snapshot of your ancestors’ lives at a specific moment in time, showing where
they lived, who they lived with, their ages, occupations, and sometimes even
their birthplaces.

In the UK and Ireland, censuses have been taken every ten years since 1801.
However, the first few were mainly for population statistics and didn't record
individual names. The earliest censuses you can actually use for genealogy start
from:

e England & Wales: 1841

e Scotland: 1841

e Ireland & Northern Ireland: 1901 (earlier censuses were lost or destroyed)
Each census gives slightly more information than the last, so tracking your
ancestors across multiple censuses can help build a fuller picture of their lives.

Where to Access UK & Irish Census Data
Thankfully, most census records are now online, making it easier than ever to
search for ancestors without having to scroll through endless microfilm.

England, Wales & Scotland:
o Ancestry (www.ancestry.co.uk) — Free to access at many local libraries
e Findmypast (www.findmypast.co.uk) — Also available through libraries
o ScotlandsPeople (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk) — The official site for Scottish
records (pay-per-view)
Ireland & Northern Ireland:
e National Archives of Ireland (www.census.nationalarchives.ie) — Free access to
the 1901 & 1911 censuses
e PRONI (Public Record Office of Northern Ireland) (www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni)
— Holds census substitutes and other Northern Irish records

The 1921 Census for England & Wales is now available on Findmypast, but the
Scottish one is only on ScotlandsPeople. Ireland didn't have a 1921 census due to
the War of Independence.
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Exploring Census Records

Tips for Deciphering Old Records
Census records are fantastic, but they can also be full of quirks that make them
tricky to use. Here's how to get the most out of them:

e Spelling isn't set in stone — Names were often recorded phonetically, so your
ancestor's surname may appear in unexpected ways. Try different spellings.

e Ages can be misleading — People often rounded their ages up or down, and
some even lied (especially women about their age and older people to qualify
for pensions).

e Look at the neighbours — Families often lived close to relatives, so check the
surrounding households for familiar names.

e Follow the addresses — Tracking your ancestors through different censuses
can reveal migration patterns and changes in circumstances.

e« Handwriting can be a nightmare - If a name looks odd, try saying it out loud -
transcribers sometimes misread messy writing.

Don't forget to use your Research Log in the Family History Research Planner to
help you keep track of everything you find.

1939 NHS Register
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Diving Into Parish and Church Records

Before civil registration began, the church was responsible for recording key life
events—baptisms, marriages, and burials. These records are invaluable for tracing
your ancestors before the 19th century, especially since many go back to the 1500s.
However, parish records weren't standardized, and their availability varies by
location, denomination, and even the diligence of the record-keeper. Some are
beautifully preserved, while others are barely legible or missing altogether.

Pre-Civil Registration Records
Civil registration began at different times across the UK and Ireland:
e England & Wales: 1837
e Scotland: 1855
e Ireland (non-Catholic marriages): 1845
e Ireland (all births, marriages, and deaths): 1864

If your ancestors were born, married, or buried before these dates, church records
are your best bet. Many registers survive from as early as the 1500s, particularly in
England and Scotland.

Where to find them:

e England & Wales: Parish records are often found at county record offices, but
many have been digitized. Try FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org), FreeReg
(www.freereg.org.uk), or TheGenealogist (www.thegenealogist.co.uk).

e Scotland: The official repository for Scottish parish records is ScotlandsPeople
(www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk). Church of Scotland records (Presbyterian) are
well documented, while Catholic records are also available on the site.

e Ireland & Northern Ireland: Church records are essential for Irish research due to
the loss of early census data. Many Catholic parish registers are free at the
National Library of Ireland (www.nli.ie), while Protestant records can be found
through PRONI (www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni) and the Representative Church
Body Library.

Finding Baptism, Marriage, and Burial Records

Parish registers typically recorded three key life events:

Baptisms

Baptism records usually include a child’'s name, parents’' names (sometimes just
the father), and the date of baptism. Some may also note a birth date and
godparents’ names, which can help identify extended family.
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Diving Into Parish and Church Records

Marriages

Marriage records vary widely in detail. Earlier records may list only the couple’s
names and date, while later ones include occupations, residences, and witnesses
(who were often relatives).

Burials

Burial records can be tricky, as early ones may only record a name and date. Some
registers note relationships (e.g., "John Smith, son of William"), which is invaluable
for confirming family links.

Tip: If a baptism, marriage, or burial isn't where you expect, check neighbouring
parishes—people often travelled short distances for church services.

Catholic and Protestant Records in Ireland

Religion plays a major role in Irish genealogy, and where you look depends on your
ancestors’ denomination.

Roman Catholic Records

Baptisms & Marriages: Many Catholic registers date from the mid-1700s but vary by
parish.

Where to Search: The National Library of Ireland (www.nli.ie) has free digital images
of parish registers. Ancestry and Findmypast also have searchable indexes.
Challenges: Catholic records are often in Latin, and names may be Latinized (e.g.,
Patrick = Patricius).

Church of Ireland (Anglican) Records

Coverage: The Church of Ireland was the state church, so its registers can be a great
source even for non-Anglicans.

Where to Search: Many records were lost in 1922, but surviving ones are at PRONI,
the Representative Church Body Library, and some local parishes.

Presbyterian & Other Protestant Records

Coverage: Strong in Northern Ireland and parts of Scotland.

Where to Search: Many Presbyterian records are held at PRONI, while Scottish
Presbyterian records are available via ScotlandsPeople.

Final Tips for Using Parish Records

Check alternative spellings — Names were often spelled how they sounded.

Look for Latin versions — In Catholic records, eg. William might be recorded as
Gulielmus.

Be flexible with dates — Ages weren't always recorded accurately, and some people
were baptised years after birth.

Explore witnesses and godparents — They were often family members and can help
confirm connections.
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Using Free Online Tools

Once you've got the basics covered with birth, marriage, and death records, it's
time to dig a little deeper. Fortunately, there's a wealth of free online resources
that can help you track down everything from military records to old wills - and
even a few surprises along the way!

The Best Free Websites for Genealogy Research

There's nothing quite like the thrill of uncovering a long-lost ancestor or piecing
together a mystery in your family tree. These free online resources can help you
do just that:

FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org) — Run by the LDS Church, FamilySearch
is a goldmine of records from across the UK and Ireland. Parish registers,
census records, and even some probate records are available, all for free. Plus,
their family tree tool lets you connect your discoveries in one place.

FreeBMD (www.freebmd.org.uk) — Need civil registration records for England
and Wales? This volunteer-run site has indexed millions of births, marriages,
and deaths from 1837 onwards.

FreeReg (www.freereg.org.uk) — If parish records are what you're after,
FreeReg is a fantastic (and free!) starting point. It contains transcriptions of
baptism, marriage, and burial records from across England, Wales, and
Scotland. 1939 NHS Register

FreeCEN (www.freecen.org.uk) — Searching for ancestors in the census?
FreeCEN provides access to transcribed census records, mostly for the 19th
century. Coverage is still growing, so it's worth checking back regularly.
ScotlandsPeople (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk) — The official hub for Scottish
records. Some searches are free, though you'll need to pay to view full
documents. But if you're chasing Scottish ancestry, it's absolutely worth a
look.

Irish Genealogy (www.irishgenealogy.ie) — An essential site for Irish records. It
includes free access to civil birth, marriage, and death records, plus some
church records.

The National Archives (UK) (www.nationalarchives.gov.uk) — The ultimate
treasure chest of UK history. From military records to historic wills, this site
holds a staggering amount of material.

PRONI (Public Record Office of Northern Ireland) (www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni)
— If your ancestors came from Northern Ireland, PRONI is the place to look.
They have an excellent selection of records, including church registers, street
directories, and wills.
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Using Free Online Tools

How to Use Online Archives Effectively

With so much information available, it's easy to go down a rabbit hole and
emerge three hours later with more questions than answers! Here are some tips
to keep your research focused:

Use Wildcards for Name Variations — Spelling wasn't always consistent. If you
can't find “Catherine,” try “Kathryn” or “Cathryn.” Many search engines allow
wildcards (e.g., “Cath* to catch multiple spellings).

Think Outside the Parish - If you can't find a record where you expect, try
nearby parishes or counties. People didn't always stay put!

Check Original Images — Transcriptions can contain errors. If possible, look at
the actual record to confirm details.

Keep a Research Log - Whether it's a notebook or a spreadsheet, track where
you've searched, what you found (or didn’t find), and any notes for follow-ups.
Cross-Reference Everything — Just because a record exists doesn't mean it's
the right person. Check ages, places, and other family members to be sure.
Join Genealogy Forums and Groups - If you hit a dead end, there's a good
chance someone else has been there too! Websites like RootsChat
(www.rootschat.com) and Ireland Reaching Out (www.irelandxo.com) have
fantastic communities who are happy to help.
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Keeping Track of Your Findings

There's nothing worse than finally uncovering a crucial piece of family history, only
to forget where you found it later! As you start collecting records, keeping your
research organised will save you time, frustration, and unnecessary repeat

searches. Whether you prefer digital tools, good old-fashioned paper, or a mix of
both, here's how to stay on top of your findings.

Organising Your Family Tree
Building a family tree is the backbone of genealogy research. It helps you visualise

connections, spot gaps in your research, and share your discoveries with others.
You can create one in different ways:

e Traditional Paper Charts - If you love working by hand, print out a family tree
chart and fill it in as you go. This can be a great way to see everything at a
glance, especially if you like scribbling notes and colour-coding generations.

e Online Family Trees — Websites like Ancestry (www.ancestry.co.uk), MyHeritage
(www.myheritage.com), and FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org) allow you to
build a tree, attach records, and even connect with distant relatives who might
be researching the same family line.

o Genealogy Software - If you'd rather keep your research offline, software like
Gramps (free), RootsMagic, or Family Tree Maker lets you build and manage
your family tree on your own computer. These tools offer advanced features like
tracking sources, adding photos, and generating reports.

Tip: However you choose to build your tree, always record alternative name
spellings, particularly for Irish, Scottish, and Welsh ancestors. A “MacGregor” might
appear as “McCGregor” in one record and “M'Gregor” in another!

Using Genealogy Software and Spreadsheets

While family trees help you see the big picture, a well-organised research system
will help you track details, avoid duplication, and spot missing information. Here's
how you can stay organised without feeling overwhelmed:

o Genealogy Software - If you've decided to use a genealogy program (like
RootsMagic or Family Tree Maker), most have built-in features to track sources,
notes, and timelines for each ancestor. They also help generate reports and
charts, which can be useful for sharing findings with family members.
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Keeping Track of Your Findings

e Spreadsheets for Simple Organisation - If you prefer a straightforward system, a
simple spreadsheet (GCoogle Sheets, Excel, or even a paper notebook) can work
wonders. You can create separate tabs for:

A master list of ancestors (with birth, marriage, death details)

Census records (track where they lived over time)

Military records (date of enlistment, regiment, service details)

Wills and probate records (who left what to whom!)

DNA matches (if you're using DNA testing to confirm connections)

o

o

o

o

[e]

e Research Log - This is your secret weapon for avoiding dead ends. Every time
you check a record, write down:
o Where you searched
What you were looking for
What you found (or didn't find)
Any next steps

[e]

(o]

o

Tip: When searching for ancestors in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, remember that
some records are held in different national archives. For example, Scottish records
are on ScotlandsPeople, Irish records are often on IrishGenealogy.ie, and Northern
Ireland’s PRONI has its own collection. Keeping track of which archives you've
checked will save you a lot of backtracking!

The Importance of Documenting Sources

Imagine finding a game-changing record—only to realise months later that you
didn't write down where you found it. Annoying, right? Citing your sources isn't just
for professional historians—it's a crucial habit for every genealogist. Here's why:

1.1t helps you retrace your steps - If you need to double-check a record or share it
with someone else, you'll know exactly where to look.

2.1t prevents mistakes - If you find conflicting birth dates for your great-great-
grandfather, having sources will help you determine which is correct.

3.1t gives credibility to your research — If you ever share your findings with relatives
(or publish them), documented sources show that you've done your homework
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Keeping Track of Your Findings

How to Record Sources Without Losing Your Mind
e For Online Records - If you find a birth record on FamilySearch, write down:
The full website name and URL
The record collection name (e.g., “England & Wales Birth Index 1837-2007")
o The person’s details (hame, birthdate, parents’ names)
o The date you accessed it (web pages change over timel)
e For Physical Records - If you visit an archive or library, jot down:
o The full title of the record/book
o The reference number (archives often use codes)
o The location (which archive/library you found it in)
e For Family Stories and Interviews - If Aunt Margaret tells you that your great-
grandfather was a Scottish fisherman, write down:
o Who told you
o When they told you
o Any additional details they shared (memaories, locations, names)

(e]

o

Tip: Keep digital copies of important records in cloud storage (Google Drive,
Dropbox) or a backup hard drive. You never know when your laptop might decide
to retire early!

Your Free Family Research Planner
To help you stay organised, this guide comes with a downloadable and fillable
Family Research Planner. It includes:

1.What You Already Know - Start with the basics: names, birth dates, locations.
2.Family Interviews — Record valuable stories and memories from relatives.
3.Research Log — Keep track of where you've searched (so you don't repeat work!).
4. Essential Records Checklist — Tick off key documents as you find them.

5.Family Tree Chart — A simple visual guide to map out your ancestors.

6.Research Goals and Notes — A space to jot down leads, theories, and questions.

Keeping track of your genealogy research doesn't have to be a chore. Find a system
that works for you, be consistent, and—most importantly—enjoy the journey. Every
record you find brings you one step closer to understanding the real lives behind
the names. Happy researching!
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Wrapping Up: Your Family History Journey

You've started digging into your family's past, and now the adventure really
begins! Every record, every story, and every clue brings your ancestors’ lives into
focus. But where do you go from here?

Keep the Discovery Going
Think you've found it all? Not so fast! There's always more waiting to be
discovered. Look beyond the basics and dive into:

o Wills that can reveal secrets and relationships.

e Military records that tell of heroism and sacrifice.

e Newspapers that capture the moments of everyday life.

e Old maps to trace where your ancestors lived and worked.
Feeling adventurous? Visit the places they called home, explore local archives, or
even connect with distant relatives through DNA research to unlock even more
layers of your family's history.

Share the Stories
A tree filled with names and dates is a great start, but the real magic is in the
stories that breathe life into your ancestors' past.

e Create a scrapbook of memories.

o Write a family history book to preserve their legacy.

e Start a family newsletter to keep the tales alive and spread the word.
Not everyone will be as obsessed as you (yet!), so focus on the juicy details—
scandals, mysteries, and unexpected surprises always make the best stories!

Protect Your Hard Work
Imagine someone in your family, generations from now, trying to continue
where you left off. Will they be able to?
e Back up your research—store copies of important documents and photos
digitally.
e Store original documents safely to protect them for the future.
e Share your findings with family members, archives, or local history groups so
your hard work becomes a valuable treasure for generations to come.

What's Next?

You've built a solid foundation—now let's dig deeper! Part Two will take you to
the next level, helping you break through those frustrating brick walls, tackle
tricky records, and uncover even more about your ancestors.

Stay curious, keep searching, and—most importantly—enjoy the journey!
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