IELTS Fastlane

Avoid These Most Common Traps in IELTS Reading to Get a Good Score!

This is a comprehensive list of common traps in IELTS Reading based on official IELTS
materials, past exam patterns, and Cambridge books. These traps exploit specific patterns
designed to confuse test-takers and make the questions challenging:

1. True/False/Not Given Traps

Synonym confusion: ELTS rarely uses identical phrases from the text. Instead, they
paraphrase heavily, testing your ability to understand meaning rather than word-
matching.

Trap: "The government supports the policy" > Text says, "The policy received approval
from some government officials." (False)

Partial matches: Statements align with part of the text but contradict another part.
Trap: "All animals are endangered" > Text: "Some species are endangered." (False)

Not Given confusion: If the passage doesn’t explicitly confirm or deny, it’s "Not Given."
Trap: "The study included children" > Text: No mention of participants’ age.

2. Matching Headings to Paragraphs

Distractor headings: Irrelevant headings may contain words from the paragraph but
miss the main idea.
Tip: Focus on the paragraph’s overall theme, not just words.

3. Gap-Fill/Fill in the Blanks

Grammar mismatches: Ensure the answer fits grammatically into the sentence. For
example, in “One word only”.

Trap: "The museum offers " > Text: "The museum offers historical artifacts."
(Answer: "artifacts," not "historical").

Synonym traps: Use context to choose the correct synonym.

4. Yes/No/Not Given Traps

Fact vs. opinion: "Yes/No/Not Given" tests the author’s opinion, not just the facts.
Trap: Statement: "The author supports renewable energy" - Text: "The author questions
its cost-effectiveness." (No)

If the question is asking you based on the author’s opinion, then base it on what the
author thinks not on what is mentioned in the text: Trap: "The author believes
renewable energy is cost-effective" > Text: "Some experts say it is cost-effective, but the
author’s view is different.” (No)

Generalizations: Statements may exaggerate the author’s viewpoint.


https://www.youtube.com/@IELTSFastlane

IELTS Fastlane

5. Multiple Choice Traps

e All options seem correct: Distractors include true but irrelevant information.
Trap: Question: "What caused the traffic problem?" Options:

e A:lIncreased population (mentioned in the text butirrelevant, it is not directly linked)

e B:Poor urban planning (correct)

o C:Weather conditions (mentioned in the text but not the main cause)

6. Paragraph Location/Matching Information

e Scattered information: The correct answer may be a single sentence buried in an
unrelated paragraph.

Tip: Skim for specific keywords but read carefully when matching details.

¢ Similarideas across paragraphs: Only one paragraph directly addresses the question.

7. Synonym and Paraphrasing Traps
o |ELTS frequently uses paraphrased sentences to test comprehension.

e Overlapping meanings: IELTS frequently replaces key words with similar ones.
Trap: "The company expanded rapidly" - Text: "The firm experienced swift growth."

8. Timing Traps

e Over-rushing: Panicking leads to skimming past important words like "not," "some," or
"most."

Trap: Passage: "Some birds migrate" > Question: "All birds migrate" (False)

e Fatigue: Harder questions often come at the end; manage your time wisely.

9. Overcomplicating Questions

e Assuming prior knowledge

IELTS does not test prior knowledge, but questions are designed to make you think it’s
required.

o |ELTS often includes synonyms or homophones in the passage to confuse you if you are
not attentive!

Passage: “The principal goal of the research was...” Question: “What was the primary
principle underlying the study?”

Trap: “Principal” (main) and “principle” (rule) sound alike but have different meanings. A
rushed reader might match them incorrectly.
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Key Patterns:
1. Questions follow passage order for most sections.
2. Synonyms and paraphrasing dominate—read for meaning, not matching words.

3. Qualifiers matter: Words like "all," "some," "never," and "only" often decide the answer.

4. IELTS Reading isn’t testing speed alone. It’s testing logical thinking and
comprehension under pressure.
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